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Plastic Debris in 29 Great Lakes Tributaries: Relations to Watershed
Attributes and Hydrology

Austin K. ]f’mlclwin,>5"+‘§ Steven R. Corsi,+ and Sherri A. Mason®

"us. Geological Survey, 8505 Research Way, Middleton, Wisconsin 53562, United States

jr'[T*epartnmnt of Chemistry and Biochemistry, State University of New York at Fredonia, 280 Central Avenue, Science Complex 340,
Fredonia, New York 14063, United States

© Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: Plastic debris is a growing contaminant of concern in
freshwater environments, yet sources, transport, and fate remain
unclear. This study characterized the quantity and morphology of
floating micro- and macroplastics in 29 Great Lakes tributaries in six
states under different land covers, wastewater effluent contributions,
population densities, and hydrologic conditions. Tributaries were
sampled three or four times each using a 333 gm mesh neuston net.
Plastic particles were sorted by size, counted, and categorized as
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Fossil Fuels are: Coal, Oil and
Gas.

'

A Today, Mostly made from a
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ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTIC
ALMOST ALWAYS SITED IN LOW INCOME COMMUNITIES OF COLOR
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PLASTIC PACKAGING CONTAINS TOXIC ADDITIVES



PFOA is used
as linings in food
packaging
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WHERE TO BEGIN TO WORK
ON THE PLASTIC TRIFECTA?

1.In your life

2.0n your campus

3.Civic Organizations

4.Faith Groups

5.City Councils or Town Board
6.County Legislature

7.State Legislature




Follow us on Social Media:
Twitter: @plasticsbeyond
Facebook: Beyond Plastics
.‘ Instagram: (@beyondplasticsbennington




