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§ 863.  REGULATION BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

(a)(1)  A municipality, by majority vote of those present and voting at an 

annual or special meeting warned for that purpose, may prohibit the operation 

of a cannabis establishment or a specific type of cannabis establishment within 

the municipality.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to a 

cannabis establishment licensed by the State pursuant to this chapter that is 

operating within the municipality at the time of the vote. 

(2)  A vote to prohibit the operation of a cannabis establishment within 

the municipality shall remain in effect until rescinded by majority vote of those 

present and voting by Australian ballot at an annual or special meeting warned 

for that purpose. 

(b)  A municipality that hosts a cannabis establishment may establish a 

cannabis control commission composed of commissioners who may be 

members of the municipal legislative body.  The local cannabis control 

commission may issue and administer local control licenses under this 

subsection for cannabis establishments within the municipality.  The 

commissioners may condition the issuance of a local control license upon 

compliance with any bylaw adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4414 or 

ordinances regulating signs or public nuisances adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 

§ 2291.  The commission may suspend or revoke a local control license for a 

violation of any condition placed upon the license.  The Board shall adopt rules 
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relating to a municipality’s issuance of a local control license in accordance 

with this subsection and the local commissioners shall administer the rules 

furnished to them by the Board as necessary to carry out the purposes of this 

section.  

(c)  A municipality shall not:  

(1)  prohibit the operation of a cannabis establishment within the 

municipality through an ordinance adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2291 or a 

bylaw adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4414; 

(2)  condition the operation of a cannabis establishment, or the issuance 

or renewal of a municipal permit to operate a cannabis establishment, on any 

basis other than the conditions in subsection (b) of this section; and  

(3)  exceed the authority granted to it by law to regulate a cannabis 

establishment. 

Sec. XXXXX.   24 V.S.A. § 4412 is amended to read: 

§ 4412. REQUIRED PROVISIONS AND PROHIBITED EFFECTS 

Notwithstanding any existing bylaw, the following land development 

provisions shall apply in every municipality: 

* * * 

(12)  Cannabis Establishments.  No bylaw shall have the effect of 

prohibiting the operation of a cannabis establishment. “Cannabis 

establishment” shall have the same meaning as in 7 V.S.A. § 861. 

 


