PETER SHUMLIN

Governor

State of Vermont

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

June 3, 2011

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;

I respectfully request that my request for a Major Disaster Declaration dated May 27, 2011 be
amended to include Washington County for Individual Assistance and Caledonia County for
Public Assistance. As discussed in my original request, I have determined that severe storms and
flooding impacting Vermont since April 23, 201 1, are of such severity and magnitude that
effective response is beyond the capabilities of state and local governments and that
supplementary federal assistance is necessary.

Over the period of May 26-27, 2011, these counties received over four inches of rain to soil that
is already saturated. The city and town of Barre (Washington County) is placed under a
heightened risk of landslides. The City has evacuated homes and several are in the process of
being condemned or found uninhabitable. Three sheiters were established in the Central Vermont
area and as the need has changed, one shelter remains open. The highest numbers of sheltered
persons was 112 and currently 16 people remain in the shelter in Barre City. The City and Town
experienced flooding which included the downtown areas: An' TA PDA has been scheduled for
June 2, 2011. The city of Barre is reporting: 29 destroyed, 92 with major damage and 98 with
minor damage from a preliminary survey. In the Town of Berlin (Washington County) a trailer
park flooded and the residents had to be sheltered. |

Caledonia County experienced this storm and has requested thiough Vermont Emergency
Management damage assessment as a result of significant damage with their infrastructure.
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As can be seen in the table below, the affected city of Barre and the town of Berlin have high
poverty levels and percent of elderly persons.

Average of Median
] Percent Percent

Persons Below Household Elder] Disabled

Poverty Level Income Y
National Average 13.5% $51,425 12.40% %
State Average 11.0% $51,284 14.43%, _ %
Washington County 8.00% $40,972 12.90% %
Bare City 13.0% $30,393 18.10% %
Bare Town 5.20% $46,563 13.90% %
Berlin, Town of 7.10% $42,014 16.90%

I certity that for this major disaster, the State and local governments will assume all applicable
non-Federal share of costs required by the Stafford Act. Total expenditures are expected to
exceed $1,240,520.25 in accordance with the table in Enclosure D on the original request and
Enclosure B on the amended request.

I request direct Federal assistance for work and services to saves lives and property.

{a) Existing budgetary concerns even prior to the incident at both State and local levels
made funding the response a challenge. The threat of additional damage caused by
flooding, particularly increased landslide potential, suggests federal support is
necessary.

(b) Assistance is requested for flood fighting and debris removal

In accordance with 44 CFR § 206.208, the State of Vermont agrees that it will, with respect to
direct Federal assistance: ‘
1. Provide without cost to the United States all lands, easements and right-of-ways
necessary to accomplish the approved work;
2. Hold and save the United States free from damages due to the requested work, and
shall indemnify the Federal Government against any claims arising from such work;
3. Provide reimbursement to FEMA for the non-Federal share of the cost of such work
in accordance with the provisions of the FEMA-State Agreement; and
4. Assist the performing Federal agency in all support and local jurisdictional matters.

In addition, [ anticipate the need for debris removal, which poses an immediate threat to lives,
public health, and safety.

Pursuant to Sections 403 and 407 of the Stafford Act U.S.C. §§ 517b & 5173, the State
agrees to indemmify and hold harmless the United States of America for any claims
arising from the removal of debris or wreckage for this disaster. The State agrees that




debris removal from public and private property will not occur until the landowner signs
an unconditional authorization for the removal of debris. '

1 have designated Michael E. O’Neil, Director, of Vermont Emergency Management, as the State
Coordinating Officer for this request. He will work with the Federal Emergency Management

Agency in damage assessments and may provide further information or justification on my
behalf.

rely,

1%

Peter Shumlin
Governor, State of Vermont
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