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BILL AS INTRODUCED H.460
2003 Page 1
H.460
Introduced by Committee on Local Government
Date:
Subject: Elections; qualifications and registration of voters; party organization;
nominations; conduct of elections; presidential elections
Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to exempt some personal information
from a statewide voter checklist created by the secretary of state to modify the
voter registration process by: requiring that the town clerk review applications
to the checklist rather than the board of civil authority; requiring an applicant
to the voter checklist to provide his or her place and date of birth and Vermont
driver’s license number or last four digits of his or her Social Security number
or obtain a unique identifier from the secretary of state; providing that if a
voter changes his or her address at the department of motor vehicles, the voter
consents to being removed from the checklist at the voter’s former residence;
and requiring the secretary of state to create a statewide voter checklist. This
bill proposes to standardize the notice requirements for representative,
senatorial, and probate district organization. This bill proposes to modify the
nomination process by: requiring the candidate to list the office and district
designation for which the candidate is running; and altering the date for filing a
nomination, by a party committee, when a candidate withdraws or dies after a

primary election. This bill proposes to change the way elections are conducted
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by: developing a complaint procedure for violations of state or federal
elections law; requiring that a municipality that votes to use a voting machine
does so six months before an election; permitting the secretary of state to adopt
rules on the use and selection of voting machines; permitting elections
officials, in a municipality that uses voting machines, to arrive early to process
early voter absentee ballots; requiring additional information on the notice to
voters at the polling place; requiring that first-time voters supply identification
to the elections officials; creating a system for provisional voting that allows a
person to vote if his or her name is not on the checklist and the person attests
that he or she registered to vote; requiring each town to have one voting
machine equipped for individuals with disabilities; permitting the secretary to
adopt uniform guidance for elections officials upon how to determine the
voter’s intent on a ballot and to determine whether a ballot is spoiled;
permitting an elections official to add together names of candidates that are
clearly the same person; and requiring all recounts to be done by hand. This
bill proposes to change the notice requirements for a revote on a budget in a
local election by modifying the notice requirement for a public informational
meeting from ten to five days. This bill proposes that town clerks mark the
entrance checklist in a presidential primary with a letter code to indicate the

voter’s party choice.
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AN ACT RELATING TO IMPLEMENTING THE FEDERAL HELP
AMERICA VOTE ACT

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

B3 /
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(c)\'bgfo\l}é:ng public records are exempt from public iQ§§gction and
copying: - ,;;,rf’i;"

Ry * % %
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(31) records of a registered i/‘oter"s month and day of birth, motor

vehicle operator’s license number, nondriver idéntification number. Social

Security number, and street address if differént from the applicant’s mailing

address compiled by the secretary of state or a municipal clerk for use in the

7
43‘

/ ,
oter-che klisﬁ:estab—l-ishgéﬁundef:.see,ti;on:Q 154 of Title- 1/ =~ B
* ok Qualiﬁcatiqﬁfnd Registration of Voters * * *

* * ¥ Registration of Voters * * *

Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2144 is amended to read:

§ 2144. DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS

town oferk shall not accept applications for persons’ names to be placed on the
Monday

cyéiu Shalnot-be-aceepted after 12:00 noon on the second Sa!uﬁlw
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H. 460

* %% Common Law; General Rights * * *
* * *Access to Public Documents * * *
Sec. 1. 1 V.S.A. § 317(c) is amended to read:

(c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection and copying:

k ok ok

(31) records of a registered voter’s month and day of birth, motor vehicle
operator’s license number, the last four digits of the applicant’s Social Security number,
and_street address if different from the applicant’s mailing address contained in an
application to the statewide voter checklist or the statewide voter checklist established
under section 2154 of Title 17.

* % * Qualification and Registration of Voters * * *

* % % Registration of Voters * * *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2144 is amended to read:
§ 2144. DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS

accept appllcatlons for persons’ names to be placed on the checklist sheH—wot—be
aceepted after 12:00 noon on the second Seatwrday Monday preceding the day of the
election. The town clerk’s office shall be kept open on the second Seatwrday Monday
preceding the day of the election from no later than 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, for the
purpose of receiving applications for addition to the checklist. For purposes of this
subsection, a mail application or an application submitted to the department of motor
vehicles in connection with a motor vehicle driver’s license or an application accepted by
a voter registration agency shall be considered to have met the filing deadline
established by this subsection if the application is postmarked, submitted or accepted—es

the-ease-may-be; by 12:00 noon of the second Saturday Monday preceding the day of the
election.

(b) If a person is not eligible to register prior to the second Saturdey Monday before
the day of election, but expects to be eligible on or before election day, he or she may file
with the town clerk a written notice of intention to apply for addition of his or her name
to the checklist. The notice shall be filed prior to noon of the second Satwrdey Monday
preceding the a’ay of election, and the beard—of—civil-anthority town clerk shall then
accept the person’s application at any time before the close of the polls on election day,
and act upon the application forthwith.

(c) If a person is not eligible to register prior to the second Saturday Monday before
the day of the election, and has submitted a written notice of intent to apply in accord
with subsection (b) of this section, the clerk shall, upon application, allow the applicant
to vote absentee. If the application is approved and the name added to the checklist prior
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to the close of the polls on election day, the early or absentee ballots cast by that voter
shall be treated as other valid early or absentee ballots.

(d) In the case of annual meetings and towns that start their annual meetings on any
day preceding the first Tuesday in March as authorized in section 2640(b) of this title, the
“day of election” shall be the first Tuesday in March.

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2144b is amended to read:
§ 2144b. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK:LOCAEL OPTION

(a) A town

appreve—&ddtﬁens—fe—th&eheekhﬁ clerk Shall review all applzcatzons to the voter checklzst

and _shall approve those applications that meet the requirements of this chapter and
section 2103 of this title. Once approved, application information shall be added to the
statewide voter checklist on an expedited basis. If an applicant has failed upon the date
of the election to provide any information required upon the application form pursuant to
section 2145 of this title, the town clerk shall notify the applicant that the form was
incomplete and the applicant may provide the information on or before the date of the
election.

(c) If the town clerk does not believe determine that an applicant meets the
requirements of section 2121 of this title, the clerk shall ferthwith immediately forward
the application to the board of civil authority, which shall meet in a timely manner; after

the receipt of the application and proceed under section 2146 of this title to determine
whether the applicant meets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding
applicants to the checklist, a quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil

authority.
(d) Periodically, or at least ter five days prior to each election, the town clerk shall
forward to the board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist.
Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read:
§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS

(a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the federal
election commission or by the secretary of state. The application form approved by the
secretary shall include:

(1) A statement—informing—the—applicant—oftherequirements—for place for the

applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or she meets all
voter elzgzbzllty eguzrement set forth in section 2121 of this title and 519&6674‘6#—#%‘

&dc#eﬁ a place for the signature of the applicant affirming, under penalty of perjury, that
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all information submitted by the applicant is accurate and truthful. The affirmation shall
include the following information:

(A) The applicant’s place and date of birth.

(B) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

(C) The applicant’s street address or a description of the physical location of
the applicant’s residence. The description must contain sufficient information so that the
town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a resident of the town.

(D)(i) if the applicant has been issued a current and valid driver’s license or
nondriver’s identification, the applicant’s driver’s license number or nondriver’s
identification number; or

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a driver’s license number, the last four
digits of the applicant’s Social Security number; or

(iii) _if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number, the town
clerk shall contact the secretary of state and the secretary shall assign a unique identifier
for the applicant.

{3} The voter’s oath and a space for a person administering the voter’s oath to
another to execute the written notification required by section 2124 of this title.

(3) Space for the town clerk to document action on the application.

5 The following statements:

“If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or renewed, a motor
vehicle driver’s license or were provided with this application form by a voter
registration agency, you may decline to register. If you decline to register, your failure
to register will remain confidential and will be used only for voter registration
purposes.”

“If you are submitting this application in connection with a motor vehicle driver’s
license application, or renewal, or through a voter registration agency, the office through
which you submitted this application will remain confidential and will be used only for
voter registration purposes.”

(5) The following statement on applications provided by the department of motor
vehicles: “Keep this receipt and take it to the polls when you go to vote. This is proof
vou submitted an application before the deadline for registration.”
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Sec. 4a. AGREEMENT BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

The commissioner of motor vehicles may enter into an agreement with the Social

Security Administration pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 405(r)(8). however, the agreement shall
be limited to verifving applications to register to vote that use the last four digits of an
applicant’s Social Security number as the applicant’s unique identifving number. The
secretary of state is prohibited from giving any information contained in any portion of
the statewide voter checklist that is exempt from public inspection pursuant to subdivision
317(c)(31) to any subdivision of the federal government.

Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. § 2147(a) is amended to read.:
§ 2147. ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST

(a) Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board shall add to the checklist posted in
the town clerk’s office the names of the voters added and the names omitted by mistake,
and shall strike the names of persons not entitled to vote. The list so corrected shall not
be altered except by:

H ok ok

(4) adding, at the polling place, the names of persons who sign a sworn affidavit
prepared by the secretary of state that they completed and submitted a valid application
for addition to the checklist of that town before the deadline for applications and who
otherwise are qualified to be added to the checklist; or

K ok ok

(6) adding the names of persons who submitted an incomplete application before
the deadline for application, and who provide that information on or before election day.

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read:
§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST

(a) When a voter from one town becomes a resident of another town and is placed on
the checklist there, the clerk shall send one copy of the voter registration application
form or other official notice to the clerk of the town where the voter was formerly a
resident, and that clerk shall strike the voter’s name from the checklist of that town.
Likewise, when a town clerk receives a copy of the death certificate of a voter, public
notice of the death of a voter, or official notice from the department of motor vehicles
that a voter has authorized his or her address to be changed for voting purposes, the
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clerk shall strike the voter’s name from the checklist. A town clerk shall also strike from
the checklist the name of any voter who files a written request that his or her name be
stricken.

& ok ok

(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a board of civil authority
shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordance with the following procedure:

k ok ok

(3) If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authority is unable to locate a
voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the inquiry reveals facts indicating that the
voter may no longer be eligible to vote in the municipality, the board of civil authority
shall send a written notice to the voter. The notice shall be sent by first class mail to the
most recent known address of the voter asking the voter to verify his or her current
eligibility to vote in the municipality. The notice shall be sent with “address—correction
requested— the required United States Postal Service language for requesting change of
address_information. Enclosed with the notice shall be a postage paid pre-addressed
return eard form on which the voter may reply—either-settingforth-swearing or affirming
the voter’s current place of residence as the municipality in question end-requestingthet

the—voter s—name—be—retained—upon—the—cheeklist: or alternatively consenting to the

removal of the voter’s name. The notice required by this subsection shall also include the
following:

(A) A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not changed his or her
residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence but the change was within the
area covered by the checklist, the voter should return the eard form to the town clerk’s
office on or before the date upon which the checklist is closed under section 2144 of this
title. The statement shall also inform the voter that if he or she fails to return the eard
form as provided in this subdivision, written affirmation of the voter’s address shall be
required before the voter is permitted to vote.

(B) Informatton concemmg how the voter can eeﬁaﬁue—te—be—ekgtble—to—vefe—tf

ekeelehﬁt register to vote in another state or another mumczpalzty wzthm thls state.

S

Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2154 is added to read:
§ 2154. STATEWIDE VOTER CHECKLIST

(a) The secretary of state shall establish a uniform and nondiscriminatory, statewide
computerized voter registration checklist. This checklist shall serve as the official voter
registration list for all elections in the state. In establishing the statewide checklist, the
secretary shall:

(1) limit the town clerk to adding, modifving, or deleting applicant and voter
information on the portion of the checklist for that clerk’s municipality;
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(2) limit access to the statewide voter checklist for a local elections official to
verifying if the applicant is registered in another municipality in the state by a search for
the individual voter;

(3) notify a local elections official when a voter registered in that official’s district
registers in another voting district so that the voter may be removed from that district’s
checklist;

(4) provide adequate security to prevent unauthorized access to the checklist;

(5) ensure the compatibility and comparability of information on the checklist with
information contained in the department of motor vehicles’ computer systems.

(b) A registered voter’s month and day of birth, driver’s license number, the last four
digits of the applicant’s Social Security number, and street address if different from the
applicant’s mailing address shall not be considered a public record as defined in
subsection 317(b) of Title 1. Any person wishing to obtain a copy of all of the statewide
voter checklist must swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury pursuant to chapter 65 of
Title 13, that the person will not use the checklist for commercial purposes. The
affirmation shall be filed with the secretary of state.

(c) No elections official may access the portion of the statewide voter checklist that is
exempt from public inspection pursuant to subdivision 317(c)(31) of Title 1, except for
elections purposes. ,

* %k Party Organization * * *
Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. § 2321 is amended to read:
§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “representative district committee” of a party shall consist of those members of
the town committee residing in a representative district, as finally established by the
legislative apportionment board. A representative district committee may encompass less
than an entire town or may extend across town linesi—as—the—case—may—be. Such a
committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet
unless required to perform some function under this title. Any three members may call
the first meeting by giving at least sever five days written notice to all other members;
thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the ehairmean chair.

Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. § 2322 is amended to read:
§ 2322. SENATORIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “senatorial district committee” of a party shall consist of those members of the
county committee residing in a senatorial district. A senatorial district committee may
encompass less than an entire county or may extend across county lines;—eas-the-ease-meay
be. Such a committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet, but it need
not meet unless required to perform some function under this title. Any three members
may call the first meeting by giving at least sever five days written notice to all other
members, thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the eheairmean chair.

Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2323 is amended to read:
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§ 2323. PROBATE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

The “probate district committee” of a party shall consist of those members of the
county committee residing in a probate district. Such a committee shall elect its own
officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet unless required to perform some
function under this title. The ehairmean chair of the county committee may call the first
meeting by giving at least seven five days written notice to all other members; thereafter
the committee shall meet at the call of the probate district ehairman chair.

* * * Nominations * * *
* % % Primary Elections * * *
Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read:
§ 2356. TIME FOR FILING PETITIONS

Primary petitions shall be filed no sooner than the first Monday in June and not later
than 5:00 p.m. on the third Monday of July preceding the primary election prescribed by
section 2351 of this title, and not later than 5:00 p.m. of the forty-second 42nd day prior

to the day of a special primary election.
Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2361 is amended to read:
§ 2361. CONSENT OF CANDIDATE

A candidate for whom petitions containing sufficient valid signatures have been filed
shall file with the official with whom the petitions were filed a consent to the printing of
the candidate’s name on the ballot. The secretary of state shall prepare and furnish
forms for this purpose. The consent shall set forth the name of the candidate, as the
candidate wishes to have it printed on the ballot, the candidate’s town of residence and
correct mailing address. The consent shall be filed on or before the day primeary
petitions are due. Unless a consent is filed, the candidate’s name shall not be printed on
the primary ballot.

* % * Nominations * * *
* % * Nominations by Party Committee * * *
Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2386 is amended to read:
§ 2386. TIME FOR FILING STATEMENTS

(a) Statements pursuant to this subchapter, except for vacancies created by the death
or withdrawal of a candidate after the primary, shall be filed not more than 60 days
before the day of the general election and not later than 5:00 p.m. on the third day
following the primary election.

(b) In the case of the death or withdrawal of a candidate after the primary election,
the party committee shall have seven days from the date of the withdrawal to nominate a
candidate. In no event, shall a statement be filed later than 40 days prior to the election.

* * * Nominations * * *
* % * Miscellaneous Provisions * * *

Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. § 2412 is amended to read:
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§ 2412. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY

A candidate who has been validly nominated by one of the methods prescribed in this
chapter shall have a right to withdraw his or her candidacy up until 5:00 p.m. on the
47th-day-before-the-day-of the-eleetion third day following the primary by filing a written
notice of withdrawal with the town clerk in case of a candidate for justice of the peace,
and with the secretary of state in case of all other offices. The name of a candidate who
has withdrawn shall not be printed on the ballot. After that date, if the candidate has
filed a written notice of withdrawal, the town clerk or secretary of state may still remove
the candidate’s name from the ballot up until & the printing deadline which—he—shall
Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2457(a) is amended to read.:

(a) The secretary of state shall organize regional workshops for election officials,
provide them with informational materials about the conduct of elections and recounts

and otherwise help them run elections in aproper-and-tegal-manner conformance with

state and federal law.

* % * Conduct of Elections * * *
* *% Elections Officials * * *
Sec. 16. 17 V.S.A. § 2451 is amended to read:
§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVILAUTHORITY

The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of elections within the
political subdivision for which it is elected. At any time before an election, the board of
civil _authority may issue guidance for elections officials that assists officials in
conducting elections within the political subdivision. Guidance issued by the board shall
not conflict with federal or state elections laws. A quorum of the board of civil authority
shall be available at all times when the polls are open, and those members of the board of
civil authority present at a polling place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business relating to the conduct of the election and the qualification and registration of
voters at this polling place.

Sec. 17. 17 V.S.A. § 2454 is amended to read:
§ 2454. ASSISTANT ELECTION OFFICERS

(a) Prior to the day of the election, the board of civil authority shall appoint a
sufficient number of voters from each voting district to serve as assistant election officers
in their respective polling places. As far as possible, the board shall attempt to appoint
an equal number of persons from each major political party. Each assistant election
officer shall be sworn prior to entering on the performance of his or her duties. An
assistant town clerk may serve as an assistant elections officer, regardless of his or her
residence.

(b) The board of civil authority may appoint residents of a voting district who are 16
or 17 vears old to serve as assistant elections officers in their respective polling places.
Youth assistant elections officers shall have the same duties as adult assistant elections
officers but shall work under the direct supervision of adult elections officials.
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Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is added to read.:
§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

The secretary of state shall adopt rules to establish a uniform and nondiscriminatory
complaint procedure to be used by any person who believes that a violation of this title or
any other provision of Title Ill of United States Public Law 107-252 has occurred, is
occurring, or is about to occur. For purposes of this section, “complaint” shall mean a
statement in writing made by a voter stating, with particularity, the violation, notarized,
and sworn or affirmed under penalty of perjury. The secretary’s rules shall provide for
an _informal proceeding to hear complaints for all complainants unless a formal hearing
is requested. Formal complaints held pursuant to this section shall be in conformance
with the rules adopted by the secretary. Any decision of the secretary may be appealed to
the superior court in the county where the individual resides.

* % * Conduct of Elections * * *
% % Rallots * * %
Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is amended to read:
§ 2474. CHOICE OF PARTY

(a) A person nominated by any means for the same office by more than one political
party, atteast36-days-before-the-day-ofthe not later than the second Friday following the
primary election may elect the party or parties in which the nominee will be a candidate.
The nominee shall notify in writing the secretary of state or town clerk, as the case may
be, of such choice, and only the party or parties which the nominee so elects shall be
printed next to the nominee’s name on the ballot.

(b) A candidate for state or congressional office who is the nominee of two or more
political parties shall file with the secretary of state, at+least36-days-beforethe-day-of-the
not later than the second Friday following the primary election, a statement designating
for which party the votes cast for him or _her shall be counted for the purposes of
determining whether his or her designated party shall be a major political party. The
party so designated shall be the first party to be printed immediately after the candidate’s
name on the ballot. If a candidate does not file the statement at-teast36-days-beforethe
date—-of-eleetion_before the second Friday following the primary, the secretary of state
shall designate by lot the party to be printed immediately after the candidate’s name.

* % * Conduct of Elections * * *
® & % Voting Machines ® *%
Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2491 is amended to read.:
§ 2491. POLITICAL SUBDIVISION MAY USE VOTING MACHINES

A town may vote at any annual or special meeting to employ wmeehanicad-oF electronic
devices (“voting machines”) for the registering and counting of votes in subsequent
elections. Voting machines may be used in combination with the paper ballots described
in the preceding subchapter, so that each voter may choose whether to use a paper ballot
or a voting machine to cast his or her vote, if the town so votes.
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Sec. 21. 17 V.S.A. § 2492 is amended to read:
§ 2492. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH TO OBTAIN VOTING MACHINES

te} If a town votes to use voting machines—in—whole—or—in—peart—for—voting—in
subsequent-eleetions at least six months prior to the next primary or general election, the
legislative body shall meake—arrangements—to rent or purchase voting machines of
standard-—meke; approved by the secretary of state—eapeable—of-providing—a—simplte—and
convenient—neans—of—yoting—and—ascertaining—the—truwe—vesutt. The town shall be

responsible for all expenses attendant upon the purchase or rental of voting machines
and the secretary of state shall furnish the ballots. Other election materials which are
not particular to voting machines shall be prepared at state expense, under the direction
of the secretary of state, except for local elections, which shall be governed by +7V-SA-
§ section 2682 of this title.

Sec. 22. 17 V.S.A. § 2493 is amended to read:
§ 2493. REGULEATIONS RULES FOR USE OF VOTING MACHINES

The secretary of state shall adopt rules governing the use and the selection of any

voting machine in the state. These rules shall include requirements that:

(1) All municipalities that have voted to use a voting machine shall use a uniform
voting machine approved by the secretary of state.

(2) The secretary of state shall provide for the security of voting machines at all
times.

(3) All voting machines shall be set to reject a ballot that contains an overvote and
provide the voter the opportunity to correct the overvote, have the ballot declared
spoiled, and obtain another ballot. If an early voter absentee ballot contains an
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overvote, the elections official shall override the voting machine and count all races
except any race that contains an overvote.

(4) All voting machines shall be set not to reject undervotes.

(b) Each voting machine shall be tested using official ballots that are marked clearly
as “test ballots” at least ten days prior to an election.

Sec. 23. 17 V.S.A. § 2494 is amended to read:
§ 2494. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS

Except as this subchapter affects the method of registering votes and ascertaining the
result, the laws of this state pertaining to elections shall be applicable. The laws
pertaining to early or absentee voters shall in no way be affected by this subchapter, and
votes cast by early or absentee voters shall be counted with votes registered on voting
machines. In towns using voting machines, the board of civil authority may vote to open
polling places at 5:00 a.m., provided that at least three elections officials are present,
two of whom are from different parties, solely for the purpose of checking voters who
voted by early voter absentee ballot off the checklist and depositing the ballots into the
ballot box or voting machine. If all early voter absentee ballots have not been deposited
into the voting machines before the closing of the polls at 7:00 p.m., the elections officials
shall continue to deposit ballots using the same procedure as provided in subsection
2561(b) of this title, treating each ballot as a voter waiting to cast his or her ballot at the
close of the polls.

Sec. 24. 17 V.S.A. § 2499(b) is amended to read:

* % * Conduct of Elections * * *
** % Warnings, Notices, and Other Voter Information * * *
Sec. 25. 17 V.S.A. § 2521 is amended to read:
§ 2521. WARNINGS AND NOTICES

(a) Not less than 30 days before the election, the town clerk shall cause a warning
and notice to be posted informing the voters of the town about the election. The warning
shall include the date and time of the election, location of the polling place or places,
nature of the election and offices or questions to be voted upon. The notice shall contain
information on voter registration and early or absentee voting, on how to obtain ballots,
mark them, get help marking them and obtain new ballots in place of those accidentally
spoiled; information about offenses relating to elections; how to get help if there is a
problem on election day; instructions for registrants by mail; instructions for first-time
voters; instructions on who may cast a provisional ballot; instructions on how to cast a
provisional ballot; information on federal and state laws prohibiting fraud and
misrepresentation; instructions on _how to contact the appropriate official if a person
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believes any of his or her rights to vote have been violated; and other appropriate
information. The warning and notice shall be posted in at least two public places within
each town and in or near the town clerk’s office. If a town has more than one polling
place, the warning and notice shall be posted in at least two public places within each
voting district and in or near the town clerk’s office. The checklist shall also be posted as
required in section 2141 of this title.

* ok ok

Sec. 26. 17 V.S.A. § 2522 is amended to read:
§ 2522. SAMPLE BALLOTS AND-OFFICIALVOTERINFORMATION- CARDS

(a) Neotlessthan-ten-daysbeforethe-election As soon as ballots are received by the

town clerk, but not later than 20 days prior to any primary or general election or 10 days
prior to any municipal election, the town clerk shall post sample ballots and-officieivoter
information—eards in at least two public places within the town and in or near the town
clerk’s office. If a town has more than one polling place and the polling places are not
all in the same building, the sample ballot and-officictvoter—information—eards shall be
posted in at least two public places within each voting district and in or near the town
clerk’s office.

(b) The town clerk shall prepare the sample ballots by marking the words SAMPLE
BALLOT prommently at the top of oﬁ”zczal electzon ballots. H—the—ease—of—voting

* % %
*¥ % Conduct of Elections * * *
* * % Early or Absentee Voters * * *
Sec. 27. 17 V.S.A. § 2523(a) is amended to read.:
(a) Before the polls open on election day, the presiding officer shall post copies of the

warning and notice, and the sample ballots and—the—officialvoter—informeation—eards

conspicuously in and about the polling place so that voters can reasonably be expected to
see them before voting.

Sec. 28. 17 V.S.A. § 2542 is amended to read:
§ 2542. SIGNING CERTIFICATE

There shall be printed on the face of the envelope provided for use in returning early
voter absentee ballots a certificate in substantially the following form:

“Early or Absentee Voter Ballots of

»

(print your name)

I , solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the town
(city) of , State of Vermont, and that I am a legal voter in this town
(city).
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(your signature)

The early or absentee voter must sign the certificate on the outside of the envelope in
order for the ballot to be valid. When an early or absentee voter is physically unable to
sign his or her name, he or she may mark an “X” or take an oath swearing or affirming
to the statement on the certificate. The officers who deliver the ballots shall witness the
mark or oath and sign their names with a statement attesting to this fact on the envelope.

Sec. 29. 17 V.S.A. § 2546 is amended to read:
§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN BALLOT BOX

2¥a V0 - -

and-thereaftertreated-as-those-battotsaretreated- The town clerk or presiding officer
shall deliver the unopened early voter absentee ballots to the election officials at the
place where the entrance checklist is located. If an elections official determines that the
certificate on the envelope is signed by the early voter, the name of the early voter
appears on the checklist, and the early voter is not a first-time voter in the municipality
who registered by mail, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope,
and deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the early voter is a
first-time voter who registered by mail, the elections official shall determine whether the
identification required under subdivision 2563(a)(1) of this title has been submitted by
the voter. Upon ascertaining that the proper identification has been submitted by the
voter, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, and deposit the
ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the proper identification has not
been submitted, the ballot shall be treated as a provisional ballot, as provided in
subchapter 6A of this chapter.

shall-not-be-connted—until the-potts-are-closed- All early voter absentee ballots shall be

commingled with the ballots of voters who have voted in person.

Ota-L 9 3 ot e Aoy o a3
. Ci ci O
’

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *
* * * Provisional Voting * * *

Sec. 30. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6A is added to read:
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Subchapter 6A. Provisional Voting and Voter Affirmation
§ 2555. PROVISIONAL BALLOT ENVELOPES

The clerk shall deliver to each polling place on the date of the election a sufficient
number of provisional ballot envelopes printed with a voter attestation. The attestation
shall include:

(1) A statement informing the applicant of the requirements for voter eligibility set
forth in section 2121 of this title and space for the provisional voter to provide the
information necessary for the town clerk to determine eligibility, including a place for the
applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or she meets all
voter eligibility requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title and the signature of the
provisional voter signed under penalty of perjury. In addition, the attestation shall
include the following information:

(A) The provisional voter’s place and date of birth.

(B) The provisional voter’s town of legal residence.

(C) The provisional voter’s street address or a description of the physical
location of the applicant’s residence. The description must contain sufficient information
so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a resident of the town.

(2) An attestation by the provisional voter that he or she submitted a properly
completed voter application form before the application deadline. The attestation shall
be signed by the provisional voter under penalty of perjury.

(3) Space on the application for documentation of the town clerk’s action.

(4) A statement informing the provisional voter: “Provisional balloting allows a
provisional voter only to vote in federal elections. If you wish to vote in any other state
or local election, you should return this form to the elections officials and file an appeal
in_superior court in the county in which you live pursuant to section 2148 of Title 17. If
you choose to vote by provisional ballot, after the close of the polls, the town clerk will
determine whether you meet all eligibility requirements. If the clerk denies your
application, he or she will inform you that the application has been denied.”

§ 2556. PROVISIONAL VOTING

(a) If an individual’s name does not appear on the checklist and the individual claims
to have submitted an application for the checklist prior to noon on the second Monday
before the election, the election official shall allow the individual to vote provisionally.

(b) The provisional voter shall be given a ballot that includes only candidates for
federal offices and an envelope with an attestation printed upon it, as described in
section 2555 of this title, and shall complete the attestation on the envelope. Upon
completion, the provisional voter shall seal the envelope and deposit it in a ballot box
marked for the receipt of provisional ballots.

(c) A provisional voter who makes a false statement in completing the attestation,
knowing the statement to be false, shall be subject to the penalties of perjury as provided
in chapter 65 of Title 13.
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§ 2557. TOWN CLERK APPROVAL OF PROVISIONAL VOTER ATTESTATION

(a) The town clerk may make such investigation as he or she deems proper to verify
any fact stated in the application. In making the determination whether to accept the
provisional voter’s attestation, the town clerk shall determine whether the applicant
meets all of the registration eligibility requirements. However, the town clerk may not
require a provisional voter to complete any form other than that approved under section
2555 of this title; nor may the board of civil authority require all provisional voters or
any particular class or group of provisional voters to appear personally before a meeting
of the board or routinely or as a matter of policy require provisional voters to submit
additional information to verify or otherwise support the information contained in the
attestation.

(b) Within two days after the close of the polls, the town clerk shall inform each
provisional voter of his or her action on a provisional voter’s attestation. If the clerk
rejects a provisional voter, the clerk shall also notify the provisional voter immediately of
his or her reasons by first class mail directed to the address given in the application.

(c) When the town clerk approves a provisional voter’s attestation, the town clerk
shall note his or her approval in the space provided on the envelope, photocopy the
affidavit from all provisional envelopes, place all provisional envelopes with the official
return of vote, and send all information to the secretary of state in a manner prescribed
by the secretary.

(d) Upon receipt of the official return of vote that contains provisional envelopes from
any town clerk, the secretary shall open all envelopes that were approved by the
municipal clerk, deposit the ballot in a ballot box, and count all approved ballots, adding
the totals to the statewide count for federal offices.

* * % Conduct of Elections * * *

%% % Process.af Voting *# % %
Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. § 2561(a) is amended to read:

(a) At all elections using the Australian ballot system, the polls shall open no earlier
than six 5:00 a.m. and no later than ter 10:00 a.m. as set by the board of civil authority
in each town unless the board of civil authority has elected to open the polls earlier than
6:00 a.m. as provided in section 2494 of this title. The polls in all polling places shall
close at sever 7:00 p.m.

Sec. 32. 17 V.S.A. § 2563 is amended to read:
§ 2563. ADMITTING VOTER

Before a person may be admitted within—the—suardrait to vote, he or she shall
announce his or her name and if requested, his or her place of residence in a clear and

audible tone of voice, or present his or her name in writing, or otherwise identify himself
or herself by appropriate documentation. The election officials attending the entrance

through—the—guardrail of the polling place shall then verify that the person’s name
appears on ene-of-the-certified-coptes—of the checklist for the polling place. If the name

does appear, and if no one immediately challenges the person’s right to vote on grounds
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of identity or having previously voted in the same election, the election officials shall
repeat the name of the person and:

(1) repeatthename-of-theperson: If the checklist indicates that the person is a

first-time voter in the municipality who registered by mail and who has not provided
required identification before the opening of the polls, require the person to present any
one of the following: a valid photo identification; a copy of a current utility bill; a copy
of a current bank statement; or a copy of a government check, paycheck, or any other
government document that shows the current name and address of the voter. If the
person is unable to produce the required information, the person shall be afforded the
opportunity to cast a provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter.
The elections official shall note upon the checklist a first-time voter in the municipality
who has registered by mail and who produces the required information, and place a
mark next to the voter’s name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the
voting booth for the purpose of voting.

(2) place-a-echeckmarknextto-hisname—and If the voter is not a first-time voter in

the municipality, no identification shall be required, the clerk shall place a check next to
the voter’s name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth for
the purpose of voting.

Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A. § 2567 is amended to read:
§ 2567. REGISTERING VOTES ON VOTING MACHINES

(a) If a voter is to register his vote upon a voting machine, he or she shall proceed,
immediately upon being admitted within the guardrail, to a voting machine not occupied
by another voter. He The voter shall then register his or her vote according to the
instructions provided to voters with the machine. Upon leaving the voting machine, he or

she shall proceed directly to the exit of the guardrail. A—veter—shall not-be-altowed—+te

(b) All polling places, regardless of whether the municipality has voted to use a
voting machine pursuant to section 2492 of this title, shall possess at least one voting
system_approved by the secretary of state equipped for individuals with disabilities,
including accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, to vote independently and
privately.

Sec. 34. 17 V.S.A. § 2569 is amended to read:
§ 2569. ASSISTANCE TO VOTER

(a) A voter who declares to the presiding officer that he or she eannotread-or-vrite

or-by-reason-of physicat-or-mental-disabitity-ts-unable needs assistance to mark the ballot
or register a vote on a machine—eas-the-ease-may-be; shall—uponrequest—be-directed-by
the—presiding—officer—to-a-booth-inwhich—the—votermay be assisted in the marking or

regzstermg of the ballot by a person of the voter’s choice or two electlon oﬁlczals Ot

3 s O L1t o 2.4 Q .-' . 3 3 302 1o a a 2 g 2.0 ho o Ve o

Wseﬁm%we—aﬁfhe—wf%deﬂ#mg—aﬂlﬁaﬁee of different party affiliations.

% % %
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Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read:
§ 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE

Fhe In towns using paper ballots, the ballot boxes shall not be opened nor the ballots
counted before the closing of the polls. In towns using voting machines, the machine
counts shall not be viewed or printed before the closing of the polls.

Sec. 36. 17 V.S.A. § 2582 is amended to read:

§ 2582. PRESIDING OFFICER TO DIRECT COUNT; TRANSPORTING BALLOTS OR
CHECKLIST

The presiding officer shall direct the manner in which the votes are counted, subject to
the provisions of this subehapter title and as provided for in the rules for counting ballots
adopted by the secretary of state. Ballots shall be counted at the polling places where

they are cast, except where the secretary of state defeﬁﬂmes—tkat—ﬁ—wetdd—net—be—pme&eal

ecommingled, upon request of the presza’m,q offzcer has issued a determination that the

ballots should be counted elsewhere, or the checklist should be moved by two elections
officials of different parties for the purpose of making a photocopy.

* % % Conduct of Elections * * *
* % % Count and Return of Votes * * *
Sec. 37. 17 V.S.A. § 2583(b) is amended to read:

(b) If in the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not used, as provided by
section 2496 of this title, alternative—materiat read-out sheets and other machine
materials which & are used to provide equivalent security shall be sealed and stored with
the ballots and tally sheets.

Sec. 38. 17 V.S.A. § 2587 is amended to read:
§ 2587. RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS

(a) In counting ballots, election officials shall attempt to ascertain the intent of the
voter, as expressed by his markings on the ballot which is consistent with guidance
adopted by the secretary of state. The secretary shall adopt, by rule, guidance on
determining whether a ballot is spoiled. If it is impossible to determine the intent of the
voter for any office or public question, the ballot shall be counted as blank or spoiled, as
the case may be, for that office or question; but that determination shall not control any
other office or question on the ballot for which the voter’s intent can be determined. If
they have any doubt about the intent of the voter or any other question about a ballot, the
election officials counting the ballot shall bring it to the presiding officer, who shall
present the question of how to treat the ballot to the assembled election officials. The
decision of how to treat the ballot shall be made by majority vote of the election officials
who are present.

® ok 3k
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(e) In the case of “write-in” votes, the act of writing in the name of a candidate, or
pasting a label containing a candidate’s name upon the ballot, without other indications
of the voter’s intent, shall constitute a vote for that candidate, even though no cross is
placed after such name. The election officials counting ballots and tallying results must
list every person who receives a “write-in” vote and the number of votes received. On
each tally sheet, the counters shall add together the names of candidates that are clearly
the same person, even though a nickname or last name is used. Names of fictitious
persons shall not be listed.

k ok ok

* # * Conduct of Elections * * *
¥ & % Recounts * % *
Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read:
§ 2588. FILING RETURNS

As the count of votes for each office or public question is completed, the presiding
officer and at least one other election official shall collect the tally sheets, enter the totals
shown on the tally sheets upon the summary sheets, add and enter the sum of such
figures, and sign the summary sheets. As each summary sheet is completed, the presiding
officer shall publicly announce the results. The presiding officer and one other election
official then shall proceed either to complete the return at once, or to store the summary
sheets in a safe and secure place until their retrieval for completion of the return. In any
event, no later than 24 hours after the polls close, the presiding officer and at least one
other election official shall transfer the totals from the summary sheets to the proper
spaces on the return, and both shall sign the return. The town clerk shall store the
summary sheets safely so that the public cannot reasonably have access to them for a
period of 90 days without the town clerk’s consent. The original of the return shall be
delivered to the town clerk. Within In a manner prescribed by the secretary of state and
within 48 hours of the close of the polls, the town clerk shall deliver in-persorn-orait to
the secretary of state, the senatorial district clerk, the county clerk, and the
representative district clerk, one certified copy each of the return. The town clerk shall
also make a copy available to the public upon request.

Sec. 40. 17 V.S.A. § 2592(k) is amended to read.:

§ 2592. CANVASSING COMMITTEES; CANVASS OF VOTES IN GENERAL OR
SPECIAL ELECTIONS

® ok sk

(k) In the case of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, secretary of
state, attorney general, and auditor of accounts, the canvassing committee shall prepare
a certificate of election but shall not sign it. The prepared certificate shall be presented
to the official canvassing committee appointed by the general assembly, pursuant to
chapter 11, section 47 of the Vermont constitution, for their use if they desire.
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Sec. 41. 17 V.S.A. § 26021 is amended to read:
§ 26021. RECOUNTS USING VOTING MACHINES

according—to—the—recount—procedures—established—by—this—section-  In_all recounts
conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted by hand as described in sections
2602a through 2602k of this title.

* % % I ocal Elections * * *

* % * Local Elections Using the Australian Ballot System * * *
Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. § 2680 is amended to read:
§ 2680. AUSTRALIAN BALLOT SYSTEM; GENERAL

* 3k ok

(c) Budgets. A vote whether to use the Australian ballot system to establish the
budget shall be in substantially the following form:

“Shall (name of municipality) adopt its budget by Australian ballot?”

If a budget voted on by Australian ballot is rejected, the legislative body shall prepare a
revised budget. The legislative body shall establish a date for the vote on the revised
budget, and shall take appropriate steps to warn a public informational meeting on the
budget and the vote. The date of the public informational meeting shall be at least five
days following the public notice. The date of the vote shall be at least seven days
following the public notice. The vote on the revised budget shall be by Australian ballot
and shall take place in the same locations that the first vote was taken. The budget shall
be established if a majority of all votes cast are in favor. If the revised budget is rejected,
the legislative body shall repeat the procedure in this subsection until a budget is
adopted. Once a municipality votes to establish its budget by the Australian ballot
system, the vote on the budget shall be taken by Australian ballot until the municipality
votes to discontinue use of the system.

& ok o3k

(g) Whenever a municipality has voted to adopt the Australian ballot system of voting
on any public question, ineluding except the budget revote as provided in subsection (c)
of this section, the legislative body shall hold a public informational hearing on the
question by posting warnings at least 10 days in advance of the hearing in at least two
public places within the municipality and in the town clerk’s office. The hearing shall be
held within the 10 days preceding the meeting at which the Australian ballot system is to
be used. The hearing under this subsection may be held in conjunction with the meeting
held under subsection 2640(c), in which case the moderator shall preside.

* % % Presidential Elections * * *
® % % Presidential Primary *% %

Sec. 43. 17 V.S.A. § 2704 is amended to read:
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§ 2704. BALLOTS

A person voting at the primary shall be required to ask for the ballot of the party in
which the voter wishes to vote and an election official shall record the voter’s choice of
ballot by marking the entrance checklist with a letter code, as designated by the secretary
of state, to indicate the voter’s party choice. The names of all candidates on the ballot
shall be listed in alphabetical order. Each voter may vote for one candidate for the
presidential nomination of one party, either by placing a mark opposite the printed name
of a candidate as in other primaries, or by writing in the name of the candidate of the
voter’s choice.

Sec. 44. 30 V.S.A. § 7059(e) is added to read:

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no person acting on behalf
of the state of Vermont or any political subdivision of the state shall require an individual
to disclose his or her enhanced 911 address, provided that the individual furnishes his or
her alternative mailing address.

Sec. 45. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 4 and 7 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2004, unless the secretary of
state receives a waiver, pursuant to Title Il of United States Public Law 107-252, and
files notice of that waiver with the legislative committee on administrative rules. Once a
waiver is granted and notice filed, Secs. 4 and 7 of this act shall take effect on January 1,
2006.

(b) Sec. 33 shall take effect January 1, 2006.
Sec. 46. REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ELECTIONS REFORM

The secretary of state shall submit a report to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations, the House Committee on Local Government, and the Senate Committee
on_Government Operations before January 15, 2004, summarizing the expenditures to
implement United States Public Law 107-252.

ATTESTED TO:

SPEAKER OF,THE z

e Ll L

Donald G. Milng
Cierk, Housa of Representatives
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(31) records of a registered voter’s mothd day of birth, motor vehicle operator’s

license number, nondriver identification W the last four digits of the applicant’s Social

Security number, and street address “If different from the applicant’s mailing address contained

in_an application to thesstatewide voter checklist or the statewide voter checklist established

under section 2454 of Title 17. - s
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i ';:cqrd with subsection.(b)-of this-section; the clerk shall',’updn ‘app’li’ééﬁ‘éﬁif }

BILL AS INTRODUCED H.460
2003 Page 4

ftlic election. The town clerk’s office shall be keptopen
on the second Saturday preceding the day of the election from nofl;g@"thén
10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, for the purpose of receiiling app}l}e%fiions for
addition to the checklist. For purposes of this subsection,'éz;;nail application or
an application submitted to the department of motor vehicles in connection
with a motor vehicle driver’s license or an appli_‘g;/’ét;ion accepted by a voter
registration agency shall be considered to hgygmet the filing deadline
established by this subsection if the app]yiyégiion is postmarked, submitted or
accepted;-as-the-ease-may-be; by 12:(%@%0011 of the second Saturday preceding
the day of the election.

(b) If a person is not eli gib}e‘":/to register prior to the second Saturday before .
the day of election, but expects to be eligibie on or before election day, he or
she may file with the town clerk a written notice of intention to apply for
addition of his or hey name to the checklist. The notice shall be filed prior to
noon of the second Saturday preceding the day of election, and the beard-ef
etvil-autherity town clerk shall then accept the person’s application at any time
before the close of the polls on election day, and act upon the application
forthwith: 4

(c)If a person is not eligible to register prior to the second Saturda}'/ béfdre

thﬁ:;ﬁay of the election, and has submitted a written notice of intent to apply in
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BILL AS INTRODUCED
2003

early or absentee ballots cast by that voter shall be treated as oth

or absentee ballots.

it valid carly

(d) In the case of annual meetings and towns tha;? 1 their annual

meetings on any day preceding the first Tuesday in March as authorized in

section 2640(b) of this title, the “day of election” shall be the first Tuesday in

“ . f"
teren-elomictoan 3em4e4he—eheekhs% clerk shall review all

applications to the votqif/ check]ist and shall approve those applications that

meet the requiremex}'t's of this chapter.. Once approved, application information

shall be added to the statewide voter checklist on an expedited basis. If an

7
‘J

applicant has fali'led to state that he or she is a citizen and 18 vears of age. the

; /

town clerk shall notify the applicant that the form was incomplete with

ufﬁ01ent ﬁ/me for the applicant to register before the next election.
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clerk shall review all applications to the voter checklist and

shall approve those applications that meet the requirements of this chapter. Once approved,

application information shall.be added to the statewide voter checklist on an expedited basis.

If an applicant has failed to sta'&;tahat he or she is a citizen and 18 years of age, the town clerk

\‘< o » - . .
shall notify the applicant that the form was incomplete with sufficient time for the applicant to
%
9

register before the next election.

(c) If the town clerk does not determine that an applicant ;ﬁegts the requirements of section

2121 of this title, the clerk shall ferthwith immediately forward the application to the board of
civil authority, which shall—in-atimely-manner; meet in a timely manner after the receipt of the

application_and proceed under section 2146 of this title to determine v;hg;her the applicant

meets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants tb~¢he checklist, a

quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil authority.

. § 2145 is amended to read: S
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Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2144b s BRI eem———————

§ 2144b. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK:HO€AL

OPTION

this title. Once approved, application information shal be added to the statewide voter

checklist on an expedited basis. If an applicant has failed to state that he or she is a citizen and

will be 18 years of age upon the date of the electionﬁe town clerk shall notify the applicant

that the form was incomplete with sufficient time /b/i: the applicant to register before the next

election.
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(b) Execept-as—provided—in—this—se

v
(c) If the town clerk does npt betieve determine that an applicant meets the requirements of
section 2121 of this title, the clerk shall forthwith immediately forward the application to the

board of civil authori /,rAwhich shall; meet in a timely manner; after the receipt of the

application _and proceeéd under section 2146 of this title to determine whether the applicant

meets the requiren%r{:s of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants to the checklist, a

V7 g, "
quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil authority.

(d) Perically, or at least ter seven days prior to each election, the town clerk shall

Jorward toghe board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist.
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include:

(1) A statement-informingthe-applicant-of the-requirementsfor

swear or_affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or shefmeets all voter eligibility

ce for the applicant to

requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title, a place for th, ¢ applicant to indicate that the

town clerk should assign a unique identifier pursuant to subdion 2154(a)(4) of this title, and

place for the signature of the applicant afﬁ'rmimz, inder penalty of perjury, that all information

submitted by the applicant is accurate and truthful. The affirmation shall include the following

V4
information. ;7’
4"
(A) The applicant’s place and d. fe of birth.

;]
(B) The applicant’s town of fgal residence.

(C) The applicant’s streef address or a description of the physical location of the

applicant’s residence. The desqffption must_contain_sufficient information so that the town
4
clerk can determine whether thé applicant is a resident of the town.

(D) A unique num?é’r issued pursuant to subdivision 2154(a)(4) of this title.
(2) An—atte ’ ho—applican , e o » i elia

R
o
)
D
O
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O
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3} The vot‘efré{iv oath and a space for a person administering the voter's oath to another

.....
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T rerFhetallawing siatements:

“If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or renewed, a motogfehicle

driver’s license or were provided with this application form by a voter registratiog’agency, you

may decline to register. If you decline to register, your failure to regiSter will remain

]

confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes.’

“If you are submitting this application in connection with a mefor vehicle driver’s license

application, or renewal, or through a voter registration agenc the office through which you

submitted this application will remain confidential and will Ve used only for voter registration

purposes.”

(5) The following statement on application provided by the department of motor

vehicles: “Keep the voter registration receipt in uded with the department of motor vehicles

application. Bring the receipt to the polls wh;rf& yvou go to vote. This is proof you submitted an

’

application before the deadline for registrapfzn. :
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@

(c)NIf the town clerk does not believe that an applicant meets the

requirem%ﬁg{s of section 2121 of this title, the clerk shall forthwith immediately
forward the gfsplication to the board of civil authority, which shall;-in-a-timely

manner; meet in ax.timely manner after the receipt of the application and

proceed under section 2146 of this title to determine whether the applicant

meets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants to

the checklist, a quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil

authority.

(d) Periodically, or at least ten days prior to each election, the town clerk
shall forward to the board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist.
Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read:

§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS

(a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the
federal election commission or by the secretary of state.  The application form
approved by the secretary shall include:

(1) A statementinforming the-applicant-ef-the requirementsfor place for

the applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or

she meets all voter eligibility requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title

VT LEG 163254.1
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2 25 3 3 o ara
a place f0  the 51gnature of the appllcant afflr ming, under penalty of

3 :
perjury, that all information submitted by the applicant is accurate and

4 %egmgﬁpgw The attestation shall include the following el

5 1nformat10n? %,

6 (A) T};e applicant’s place and date of birth.

7 (B) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

8 (C) The applicant’s E911 street address and the mailing address, if

9 different from the applicant’s E911 address.
10 (D)(1) the applicant’s Vermont driver’s license number. As used in
11 this subdivision, “driver’s license number” means the identifier on the motor
12 vehicle driver’s license issued by the commissioner of motor vehicles, the
13 unique identifier issued to a person on a nondriver identification or a unique
14 number issued pursuant to subdivision 2154(a)(4) of this title; or
(i1) if the applicant does not possess a Vermont driver’s license
16 number, the last four digits of the applicant’s Social Security number; or
17 (iii) if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number, the
18 town clerk shall contact the secretary of state and the secretary shall as"sign a

.

19 ifiexfor.the applicant.. ~ : sty

VT LEG 163254.1
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(&8 The wvoter’s oath and a space for a person administering the voter’s
oath to another t'&.“__execute the written notification required by section 2124 of

this title.

%
%

(3) Space for th;a;‘tg\x'n clerk to document action on the application.
(4)0 for-d ; hel L ofcinil badid .
: Lication.

53 The following statements:

“If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or renewed, a
motor vehicle driver’s license or were provided with this application form by a
voter registration agency, you may decline to register. If you decline to
register, your failure to register will remain confidential and will be used only
for voter registration purposes.”

“If you are submitting this application in connection with a motor
vehicle driver’s license application, or renewal, or through a voter registration
agency, the office through which you submitted this application will remain
confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes.”

(5) The following statement on applications provided by the deﬁé;’tment
Y

fametor.vehicles:.“‘Keep the voter registration receipt included with.the

VT LEG 163254.1
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edepartment-ofmotor vehicles application. Bring the receipt to the polls when

yom, %o to vote. This is proof vou submitted an application before the deadline

for reg] {ration.”
’ I ing — b
lation £oaNC Lol | Leation]
I puplivnd Btk ] e vl i

(b) Exeeptforforms-included as partof a-department of motorvehicles
i ampiiaetion s resliins i s Sl -
1 ey T e .
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§.2147(a)(4) is amended toread: ..

abl. A d e B ey e e TS

§ 2147. ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST
(a) Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board shall add t},th{' checklist
posted in the town clerk’s office the names of the voters adde "énd the names

V4 .
omitted by mistake, and shall strike the names of persons rot entitled to vote.

£
Lt{\

The list so corrected shall not be altered except by:

V4
7

(4) adding, at the polling place, the namegfof persons who sign a sworn

'

affidavit prepared by the secretary of state tha,;f?they completed and submitted a
¥ 4
) 4

valid application for addition to the checklilgf{. of that town before the deadline

for applications and who otherwise are qﬁgliﬁed to be added to the checklist;

or

/f
Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read:

§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES/ FROM CHECKLIST

4
.

(a) When a voter from one town becomes a resident of another town and is

4

placed on the checklist the";e, the clerk shall send one copy of the voter
registration application /form or other official notice to the clerk of the town
where the voter was fformerly a resident, and that clerk shall strike the voter’s
name from the ¢ )'é‘cklist of that town. Likewise, when a town clerk receives a

eath certificate of a-voter, public fiotice of the death of a voter, or

i

s
.

VT LEG 163254.1
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&

authorized his or her address to be changed for voting pu1vose§é<f{ﬁe clerk shall
Va
Y 4
strike the voter’s name from the checklist. A town clerk/4sh"éll also strike from

the checklist the name of any voter who files a writtgﬁ" request that his or her

name be stricken.

* %k % 7
ﬁ/

//‘v
(d) Except as provided in subsecti/gﬁ/(a) of this section, a board of civil
y
F 4
authority shall only remove a namg‘/from the checklist in accordance with the

following procedure:

* %k %k

(3) Ifafter condu¢fing its inquiry the board of civil authority is unable to

locate a voter whose/,n/ame is on the checklist, or if the inquiry reveals facts

£
£

indicating that thc;/izoter may no longer be eligible to vote in the municipality,
y

the board of ciy’fil authority shall send a written notice to the voter. The notice

shall be sent‘,ﬁy first class mail to the most recent known address of the voter

asking the yoter to verify his or her current eligibility to vote in the

municipaiity. The notice shall be sent with “address-correctionrequested= the

requireﬂ' United States Postal Service language for requesting change of

addreé‘lé information. (Enclosed with the notice shall be a postage paid

[
pre-fddressed return eard form on which the voter. may.reply;-eithersetting

i SRS

wearing or affirming the voter’s current place of residence as the

VT LEG 163254.1
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The notice required by this subsection shall also include _the)g'@“”I idwing:

(A) A statement informing the voter that if the v

his or her residence, or if the voter has changed his/r her residence but the

change was within the area covered by the chgclgiist, the voter should return
the eard form to the town clerk’s office on"x;;?before the date upon which the
checklist is closed under section 2144? of .this title. The statement shall also
inform the voter that if he or she fg-il; to return the eard form as provided in
this subdivision, written afﬁnnzatﬂifon of the voter’s address shall be required
before the voter is permitted,/tb vote.
(B) Information'concerning how the voter can continue-to-be-eligible

™ - haslehanged his-or herresid ] e 4l

mewd—by—the—eheeldfs{ register to vote in another state or another

municipality \Vithin this state.

( * % %
Seeﬂm}7*VSA §21541s.added toread: - - -

M
§ 21 54 STATEWID}?V@"{;ER CHECKLIST

TR ——— .

( a) The secretary of state shall estabhsh a umform and nondlscnmmatorv

bt e e i i L

ide. v.'utcmzed voter regstrahon checkhst Th1s checkhst shall serve- »%5

VT LEG 163254.1
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Sec.

S.A. § 2154 is added to read.:

§ 2154. STATEWIDE VOTER CHECRITE =

(a) The secretary of state shall establish a uniform and nendiscriminatory, statewide

computerized voter registration checklist. This checklist sbﬁv serve as the official voter

registration list for all elections in the state. In estab__‘shing the statewide checklist, the

secretary shall:

(1) allow the town clerk to enter applicant aigélwvoter information into the checklist;
£

(2) notify a local elections official whén a voter registered in that official’s district

registers in_another voting district so thatj he voter may be removed from that district’s
&
&
checklist; y 4

!.f'
(3) provide adequate security tafprevent unauthorized access to the checklist, including

limiting the access of local electzonsfofﬁcmls to only the portion of the checklist that applies to

the official’s district;

(4) allow a town clerk;;ifl’/hen registering an applicant pursuant to section 2145 of this

title the ability to place vo/_gé""f registration_information on the checklist and receive a unique

identifier for the voter issliéd by the secretary of state.

¢

(b) A registered voter s month and day of birth and street address if different from the

applicant’s mallmg, address shall not be considered a public record as defined in subsection

317(b) of Title 1.:Any person wishing to obtain a copy of all or a portion of the statewide voter
£

checklist must Swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury pursuant to chapter 65 of Title 13, that

the person 7»}1‘5’!1 not use any portion of the checklist for commercial purposes. The affirmation

shall be lféa’ with the secretary of state.

. . e RS A S
e rtusat o PR e S Ly it
e S LS T asr s
B s
o1
e

B
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as‘the offietal=voterregistration: list-for all elections-in the state.~In establishing

the statewide checklist, the secretary shall:

&
(1) ‘é[%ow local elections officials to enter applicant and voter

information into the checklist:

&
%

%

(2) notify alocal elections official when a voter registered in that

official’s district re gi‘fétjcrs in another voting district so that the voter may be

removed from that distriét’s checklist:

(3) provide adequate éecuﬁty to prevent unauthorized access to the

~ h__Se¢ p /5S4 s
(4) ensure the compatibility and comparability of information on the”

checklist with information contained in the department of motor v€hicles’

computer systems. A municipal clerk when registerin applicant pursuant

to section 2145 of this title shall be able to submit ;11} information required to

attain a nondriver’s identification. In po/ms{shall the applicant be required to

submit more information thanA4s required in section 2145. The commissioner

of motor vehicles shﬂ@ a unique number that shall become the

nondriver’s rdentification number or the motor vehicle driver’s license number

if applicant chooses to apply for either form of identification.

(b) A registered voter’s month and day of birth, motor vehicle driver’s

license number, nondriver identification number, Social Security number, and

sweet-address-if di

VT LEG 163254.1



H. 460 Plia

ATl CIe TR SOHeT Tegimering-an-applicant pirsiant 1o section 2145 of this fitle ===

SRR

shabl-be-able-to-place-voter-registrationsinformatiorror the sttéwide checklist and receive a

LtGeidentifrer-for-thesvorter issucdsby-the-secretary of State’s office.™ =~ amemmmms
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comsidered a public teécord as defined in subsection317(b) of Title 1. “Any -
\

., T : 3
person wishing to obtainra.copy of all or a portion of the statewide voter

checklist must swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury pursuant to chapter 65

of Title 13, that the person will not use any portion of the checkiist for-...

comniercial parposesFireaffirmation:shall-be-filed-with-the secretary of states==sgp

* % * Party Organization * * * y
Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. § 2321 is amended to read: ﬁff’ﬁ

&

§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE _#

The “representative district committee” of a part)gfzéﬁall consist of those
members of the town committee residing in a gici%}esentative district, as finally
established by the legislative apportionrqg:ﬁf board. A representative district

committee may encompass less thanan entire town or may extend across town

lines;-as-the-ease-may-be. Such 4 committee shall elect its own officers when

~called upon to meet, but it I}ééd not meet unless required to perform some

function under this tith,' Any three members may call the first meeting by
giving at least seveﬁfi\ig days written notice to all other members; thereafter,
the committee/sﬁgll meet at the call of the ehairman chair.

Sec. 9. 17VSA § 2322 is amended to read:

§ 232/2»:" ’/’SENATORIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE

/The “senatorial district committee” of a party shall consist of those.sss==

< members of the county committee residing in a senatorial district. A senatorial

o DS R
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@ict committee may encompass less than an entire county or. may-extend =2

across county lines;-as-the-ease-may-be. Such a committee shall elect grs-é’“ﬁvn

V4

officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet unless reguf;ed to
perform some function under this title. Any three members ,m"a:y call the first
meeting by giving at least sever five days written notige’t‘; all other members;
thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the ehaman chair.
Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2323 is amended to read:”
§ 2323. PROBATE DISTRICT COMMITT EE

The “probate district committee” of a party shall consist of those members
of the county committee residing 1na probate district. Such a committee shall
elect its own officers when called ’vupon to meet, but it need not meet unless
required to perform some function under this title. The ehairman chair of the
county committee may call the first meeting by giving at least seves five days
written notice to a:l’] ‘'other members; thereafter the committee shall meet at the
call of the prob,a{; district ehairman chair.

* * * Nominations * * *
* * * Primary Elections * * *

&

£9353. PETITION

PEAGE NAMES ON BALLOT

(a) The name of any person shall be printed upoﬁ the f)r'i'fnary ballotasa

y-any-major political party for any office indicated, -==mms

VT LEG 163254.1
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ifpetitiOns“eemmmﬁémnumm&gﬁ signatures made by legal voters,
i:é’u:bxstantially the following form, are filed with the proper official, together
with tgg'gerson’s written consent to having his name printed on the ballot:

i ' STATE OF VERMONT

County of N—, Ss.

City (town) of ...........%

I join in a petition to plaé‘é on the primary ballot of the .................... party
the NAME OF wossmsmesnsss ; whose residence is in the (city), (town) of

.................... in the county of, far thie aiee Of . ccmsmmsos 3

including the correct house or senate district name, to be voted for on Tuesday,
;. - day of September, 20 ....... ; and I certify that I am at the present

time a registered voter and am qualified to vote for a candidate for this office.

k %k k

(c) Representative district clerks, senatorial district clerks, county clerks,

and the secretary of state shall not accept any petition for any candidate that

does not contain the correct house or senate district name, county office, or

,—:/

Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read:-

§ 2356. TIME FOR FILINGVRF_/T'ITI‘ONS

Primary petitions.shall be filed no sooner than the first Monday in June and

not later thari 5:00 p-m. on the third Monday of July-preceding the primary™=

35
.

ég’;} = o
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Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2361 is amended to read:
§ 2361. CONSENT OF CANDIDATE

A candidate for whom petitions containing sufﬁciep},ﬁéiid signatures have
been filed shall file with the official with whom the‘ﬁ;titions were filed a
consent to the printing of the candidate’s name on the ballot. The secretary of
state shall prepare and furnish fcrms for this purpose. The consent shall set
forth the name of the candidate, as the candidate wishes to have it printed on
the ballot, the candidate’s town of residence and correct mailing address. The
consent shall be filed on or before the day primary petitions are due. Unless a
consent is flled, the candidate’s name shall not be printed on the primary
ballot.

* * * Nominations * * *
** * Nominations by Party Committee * * *

Sec. 14. 17 VSA § 2386 is amended to read:
§ 2386. TIME FOR FILING STATEMENTS

(a) /S"tz;tements pursuant to this subchapter, except for vacancies created by

c//
the g}éath or withdrawal of a candidate after the primary, shall be filed not more

than 60 days before the day of the general election and not later than 5:00 p.m.

i’f{"";n the third day following the primary election. ...

VT LEG 163254.1
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M}f case of the death or withdrawal of a candidate after the primagy.

election, the party committee shall have seven days from the date of the N’ﬂ

&

e

withdrawal to nominate a candidate. In no event, shall a statement _b’é{"ﬁled

later than 40 days prior to the election.

* * * Nominations * * *
* * * Miscellaneous Provisions %
Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2412 is amended to read:
§ 2412. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY
A candidate who has been validly nominated by one of the methods
prescribed in this chapter shall have a ﬁght to withdraw his or her candidacy
up until 5:00 p.m. on the 47%h—éay—befe¥¢=—t—he—day—eﬁhe—e4ee&eﬂ third day

following the primary by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the town

clerk in case of a candidate fdr justice of the peace, and with the secretary of
state in case of all other ofﬁces. The name of a candidate who has withdrawn
shall not be printed on the ballot. After that date, if the candidate has filed a
written notice of withdrawal, the town clerk or secretary of state may still
remove the candigi‘é{te’s name from the ballot up until a the printing deadline
Sec. 16. 17/VSA § 2457(a) is amended to read:

(a) ’J[/hgsecretary of state shall organize regional workshops for election

& PSR Ty

offi Véls, provide-them with informational materials about the conduct of

L
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| -

elections and recounts and otherwise help them run elections in &

legal-manner conformance with state and federal law.

//7@

i e A£ §*2454 is-amended to read:

§ 24NSTANT ELECTION OFFICERS

Prior to the

»

* % * Conduct of E/lgctib—ﬁé %%

® % ElcCtions Officials * * *

¥

3y .of the election, the board of civil authority shall appoint a

sufficient number of votersifrom each voting district to serve as assistant

election officers in their respecti:\)e polling places. The board of civil authority

may appoint residents of a voting district who are 16 or 17 vears old to serve as

assistant elections officers in their respective polling places. As far as

possible, the board shall attempt to appoint an equal number of persons from

each major political party. Each assistant election officer shall be sworn prior

to entering on the performance of his or her duties. An assistant town clerk

Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is added to read:

§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

The secretary of state shall adopt ru]esr’to‘/es'f:al')v]ish a uniform and

nondiscriminatory complaint proce’dﬁre to be used bv any person who believes

e

that a violation of this tltle or any other provision of Title III of Unlted States

™~

/'

Pubhc;,kaﬁ/ 107-252 has occp;'red, 1S oceurring, or is about to occur. For

VT LEG 163254.1




H. 460 P 19a
)&c K196

W‘&Wﬂ ds-amended-to read: - T S AT e R e e S i

§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVILAUTHORITY

The board of civil aut;o\fit)uﬁ\all have charge of the conduct of elections within the political

subdivision for which it is elected.%&t_rg time before an election, the board of civil authority

‘““"m
may adopt guidance for election officials that assih‘uffw;&ials in conducting elections within the

political subdivision. A quorum of the board of civil aut};)ﬁ?y:‘slgg{l be available at all times

when the polls are open, and those members of the board of civil auch??fypg@ent at a polling

place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business relating to the cbﬁ?ﬂe&.of the

election.and the.qualification.and.registiation-of vaters.at-this pollingplaces - s uwwn

VIILEG165251.1
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WWWW Fead: T

§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVILAUTHORITY

The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of within the political

subdivision for which it is elected. At any time before an ele/c, jon, the board of civil authority

may issue guidance for elections officials that assist ofﬁczalf in conducting elections within the

political subdivision. In no case, may guidance lssued bv the board conflict with federal or

state elections laws. A quorum of the board of czytl authority shall be available at all times

when the polls are open, and those members of the board of civil authority present at a polling
place shall constitute a quorum for the tran§actzon of business relating to the conduct of the

election and the qualification and registra{jéh of voters at this polling place.

Sec. 17a. 17 V.S.A. § 2454 is amended to read:

§ 2454, ASSISTANT ELECTION OFFICERS

(a) Prior to the day of the election, the board of civil authority shall appoint a sufficient
number of voters from each voting district to serve as assistant election officers in their
respective polling place§ As far as possible, the board shall attempt to appoint an equal

number of persons fr[?m each major political party. Each assistant election officer shall be

sworn prior to en frzng on the performance of his or her duties. An assistant town clerk may

serve as an asszgtant elections officer, regardless of his or her residence.
;r

(b) The Q_ﬂard of civil authority may appoint residents of a voting district who are 16 or 17

years old Né serve as assistant elections officers in their respective polling places. Youth

asszstart‘t election officers shall have the same duties as adult assistant election officers but

VT LEG 165251.1
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MES of this section=“complaint”’ shall mean a“st“atérvflén'tm\\;n ific made

by a voter stating, with particularity, the violation, notarized/—{réwom or

affirmed under penalty of perjury. The secretary’s rule_s,sél] provide for an

informal proceeding to hear complaints for all comnﬁlinants unless a formal
/

hearing is requested. Formal complaints held p}yféuant to this section shall be

in conformance with the rules adopted by thg:"Secretary. Any decision of the

secretary may be appealed to the superior Court in the county where the

individual resides.

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *
* ¥ Ballots * * *
Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is aménded to read:
§ 2474. CHOICE OF PARTY
(a) A person nominalted’by any means for the same office by more than one

political party, atleast36-days-before-the-day-ofthe not later than the second

Friday following the primary election may elect the party or parties in which

the nominee W}H lbe a candidate. The nominee shall notify in writing the
secretary of }sé‘ate or town clerk, as the case may be, of such choice, and only
4
the party grfé{yparties which the nominee so elects shall be printed next to the
¥
nominge";fs name on the ballot.

(b{A candidate for state or congressional office who is-the nominee of two

or more political parties shall file with the secretary of state, atleast36-days

VT LEG 163254.1
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he not later than the second Friday following thepnma%

&

election, a statement designating for which party the votes cast j@fghim or her

VE
#

shall be counted for the purposes of determining whether{hi’g or her designated

party shall be a major political party. The party so @es‘i;nated shall be the first
party to be printed immediately after the candidaié’s name on the ballot. Ifa
candidate does not file the statement at least'36 days before the date of
election, the secretary of state shall designate by lot the party to be printed
immediately after the candidate’s naiﬁe.
TEE Conauct of Elections * * *
*** Voting Machines * * *

Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 24"9‘1.”is amended to read:
§ 2491. POLITICAL’éUBDIVISION MAY USE VOTING MACHINES

A town may vgtf; at any annual or special meeting to employ meehanical-or
electronic deyjeéé (“voting machines”) for the registering and counting of
votes in supééquent elections. Voting machines may be used in combination
with thg“‘lsaper ballots described in the preceding subchapter, so that each voter

may,,s‘éhoose whether to use a paper ballot or a voting machine to cast his or her

’;}/’ ) — PP s SRS e % PRANE R 71’7"“251“;1 .
zpte, if the town 50 votes... - —y
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Sec. 21. 17 V.S.A. § 2492 is amended to read:

§ 2492. LEGISLATIVE ]?%N,QE TO OBTAIN VOTING MACHINES

e

e g

¢ If a town votes to use voting machines;+

subsequent-eleetions at least six months prior to the nextprlmarv or general
election, the legislative body shall make—aﬁangemeﬁfes—te rent or purchase
voting machines efstandard-ake; approv‘;c,d'g;l the secretary of statescapable
result. The town shall be responsibvle for all expenses attendant upon the
purchase or rental of voting méchines and the secretary of state shall furnish
the ballots. Other elecpioh materials which are not particular to voting
machines shall be prépared at state expense, under the direction of the

secretary of st/emté, except for local elections, which shall be governed by

17-V-S-A§ section 2682 of this title.

%*22 17VmSA §.2493 lsamendedtoread i e B

g
e
e T

e,

RULES FOR USE OF VOTING MACHINES

VT LEG 163254.1



. 460 P22«

SeCm=t7V.S.A. 97?99'-»&.amg’nded to read:
§ 2493. REGULATIONS RULES F OR vm%lﬂ&m_&g NES

[ o 2 ot o ta 4 39 1 lr o ove 1108 o L o o Ot 3330 la 1 12050
Y6 G G G SUTAETTO G 7 G av E G 782

The secretary of state shall adopt rules‘";qoverning the use and the selection of any voting

»/
machine in the state. These rules may ip"clude requirements that:

£

(1) All municipalities that hayéjvoted to use a voting machine shall use a uniform voting

machine approved by the secretaﬁr,ﬁuof state.

i

(2) The secretary of stqt—'é shall provide for the security of voting machines at all times.

(3) All voting mach‘\ines shall be set to reject a ballot that contains an overvote and

provide the voter the onportumtv to correct the overvote, have the ballot declared spoiled, and

obtain another ballot If an early voter absentee ballot contains an overvote, the elections

official shall ovg'i'rzde the voting machine and count all races except any race that contains an

overvolte. £

(4) /(ll voting machines shall be set not to reject undervotes.

(b) Each voting machine shall be tested using official ballots that are marked clearly as

S

ballots™ at least ten days przor 1o an. ele.cueﬂ' B e

ute 10 )

‘_v‘-;n-
e D2 s
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The secretary of state shall adopt rules governing the use and the selection

of any voting machine in the state. These rules may include requirements that:

(1) All municipalities that have voted to use a voting machine shall use a

uniform voting machine approved by the secretary of state.

(2) The secretary of state shall provide for the security of voting

machines at all times.

(3) All voting machines shall be set to reject any ballot that contains an

overvote and provide the voter the opportunity to be notified of the overvote,

have the ballot declared spoiled, and obtain another ballot.

&

(4) All.voting machines shall be set to not reject undervote;

VT LEG 163254.1
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1 (b) Each voting firachitic"shall‘be tested usingrofficial ballots that are
2 marked clearly-as-“test-ballots?-at-least-ten-days-prierte-an election.

3 Sec. 23. 17 V.S.A. § 2494 is amended to read:
4 § 2494. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS f/ |
5 Except as this subchapter affects the methog{ﬁo‘fh ;é/gistering votes and
6 ascertaining the result, the laws of this stgte‘;;rtaining to elections shall be
7 applicable. The laws pertaining to!eai'flly or absentee voters shall in no way be
8 affected by this subchapter, an_d’%étes cast by early or absentee voters shall be
9 counted with votes regist»ere'zlf on voting machines. In towns using voting
10 machines, the board Qf'éivil authority may vote to open polling places at
11 5:00 a.m., provic{ed fhat at least three elections officials are present, two of
12 whom are ﬁ'o/m'f/iiifferent parties, solely for the purpose of checking voters who
13 voted by ea'rlv voter absentee ballot off the checklist and depositing the ballots
14 into thqflﬁ/ailot box or voting machine. If all early voter absentee ballots have
15 not b'een deposited into the voting machines before the closing of the polls at
16 _f7":/'0’(.) p.m., the elections officials shall continue to deposit ballots using the
17 ’[// same procedure as provided in subsection 2561(b) of this title, treating each
18 / i ballot as a voter waiting to cast his or her ballot at the c]ose of the polls.

V. Bua.

o N —

20  =b)=Fhe-exit-cheeklist-or-checkiists;-as-the-case-may-be, the early voter.. a
21 absentee-ballots=tally:-sheets-for-early.voter absentee ballots; read-out-sheets;»

VT LEG 163254.1
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Sec. 24. 17 V.S.A. § 2499(b) is amended to read: /
" § 2499(b) read; _

a1l o WA Ve - aVa¥e 116 dod i ) ) Qf gy o3 ava - - 2 0 ot 5! gvo hoo a 2k oV
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sthe.entrance.checklist; and-other machine materials shall be sealed-in the ballot=

bags Msecretary as soon as all the votes have been counted.

Gk,

Before sealing the entranée checklist, the town clerk shall make a photocopy of

the entrance checklist and retain the photocopy of that checklist in the town

clerk’s office as a public record. The container and contents shall be secured

wvided-mn-section 2590 of this title.

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *

Sec. 25. 17 V.S.A. § 2521 is amended to read:
§ 2521. WARNINGS AND NOTICES

(a) Not less than 30 days before the elggtiéf;, the town clerk shall cause a
warning and notice to be posted infox:mfﬁé the voters of the town about the
election. The warning shall incl};d'e‘:gthe date and time of the election, location
of the polling place or placq;;”};ture of the election and offices or questions to
be voted upon. The notiééhshall contain information on voter registration and
early or absentee yptiﬁg, on how to obtain ballots, mark them, get help
marking them and obtain new ballots in place of those accidentally spoiled;
information’ z;i)out offenses relating to elections; how to get help if there is a

probleny’on election day; instructions for registrants by mail; instructions for

how to cast a provisional ballot: information on federal and state laws

VT LEG 163254.1
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W@vfﬁau@andnmzisﬁep;;esentatjqn; instructions on how to contact the

appropriate official if a person believes any of his or her rights to vote have

A4

been violated: and other appropriate information. The warning and llg-ti“ffgyshall
P 4

be posted in at least two public places within each town and in or ﬁear the town

clerk’s office. If a town has more than one polling place, ;héivarning and

notice shall be posted in at least two public places wi_thiﬁ ”each voting district

and in or near the town clerk’s office. The checklist shall also be posted as

required in section 2141 of this title.

Sec. 26. 17 V.S.A. § 2522 is amended to read:

§ 2522. SAMPLE BALLOTS AND-OEFICI AL VOTER INEORMATION
CARDBS
(a) Netless-than-ten-days-before-the-eleetion As soon as ballots are

received by the town,élerk, but not later than 20 days prior to the election, the

town clerk shall pést sample ballots and-efficial-voterinformation-eards in at
least two pul?}ié places within the town and in or near the town clerk’s office.
Ifa townvh:;s more than one polling place and the polling places are not all in
the samé building, the sample ballot and-official-voterinformation-eards shall

be‘ﬁp’bstcd in at least two public places within each voting district and.in: orfiéar

E/the town clerk’s office. -

VT LEG 163254.1
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%‘Th”é*fé‘@vﬁ clerk shallprepare-the sample ballots by marking the wordss

SAMPLE BALLOT prominently at the top of official election bg_lluo“féj '}n—the

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *

* * * Early or Absentee Voters * * *
Sec. 27. 17 V.S.A. § 2523(a) is amended to read:

(a) Before the polls open on election day, the presiding officer shall post
copies of the warning and notice, and the sample ballots and-the-efficial-veter
information-eards conspicuously in and about the polling place so that voters
can reasonably be expected to see them before voting.

Sec. 28. 17 V.S.A. § 2542 is amended to read:
§ 2542. SIGNING CERTIFICATE

There shall'be printed on the face of the envelope provided for use in
returning early voter absentee ballots a certificate in substantially the following
form: /

“Early or Absentee Voter Ballots of

2

(print your name)

VT LEG 163254.1
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L J SOiéfﬁﬁTS’:éWéarlor:-,aﬁﬁnn__ﬁthat I am aresident of
the town (city) of , State of Vermont, and that [ am a l}gﬁ‘l&
/
voter in this town (city). /fﬂé’/

(ypurﬁsi gnature)

The early or absentee voter must sign the certificateon the outside of the
envelope in order for the ballot to be valid. Whenﬁa‘n early or absentee voter is
physically unable to sign his or her name, he op‘é‘};e may mark an “X” or take
an oath swearing or affirming to the statemeh£ on the certificate. The officers
who deliver the ballots shall witness the{mark or oath and sign their names
with a statement attesting to this fact on the envelope.

Sec.29. 17 V.S.A. § 2546 is amended to read:

§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN

BALLOT BOX
(1) bpenyecsptolibecarboorabeontocsrater s balloi theclection
ceials shall he checklis » s | |

VT LEG 163254.1
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treated- The town clerk or presiding officer shall del“i'ver the unopened early

voter absentee ballots to the election officials at'the place where the entrance

checklist is located. If an elections official . determines that the certificate on

the envelope is signed by the earlv voter, the name of the early voter appears

on the checklist, and the early voter is not a first-time voter who registered by

mail, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, and

deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the early voter

is a first-time voter who registered by mail, the elections official shall

determine whether the identification required under subdivision 2563(a)(1) of

this title has been submitted by the voter. Upon ascertaining that the proper

identification has been submitted by the voter, the elections official shall mark

the checklist, open the envelope, and deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box

or voting machine. If the proper identification has not been submitted, the —

ballot ﬁfléll be treated as a provisional ballot, as provided in Subchabfer 6A of

mi_s_cbwr__‘;g;;g o7
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. ; :l:l ] ” :l - . ] ]] 1 ;’ ; ]/‘f;*€:$<“

early voter absentee ballots shall be commingled with the ballots of voters who

have voted in person.

* * * Conduct of Elections ** *

* * * Provisional Voting * * *

‘Sec. 30. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6A is added to read:

Subchapter 6A. Provisional Voting and Voter Affirmation

§ 2555. PROVISIONAL BALLOT ENVELOPES

The clerk shall deliver to each polling place on the date of the election a

sufficient number of provisional ballot envelopes printed with a voter

attestation. The attestation shall include:

s 17 20a. .
-»w( 1) Arstatement informing the applicant of the requirements for voter

e LT

e —

eli g?f)‘iﬂh\set:_~fgrth in section 2121 of this title and space for the provisional

voter to provide the information necessary for the town clerk to determine

eligibility, including a place for the applicant to swear or affirm, by checking

the appropriate box. that he or she meets all voter eligibility requirements set

forth in section 2121 of this title and the signature of the provisional voter »

VT LEG 163254.1
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necessary for the town clerk to determine eligibility, including a ce>f0r the applicant to

swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he “she meets all voter eligibility

requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title a@fﬁe signature of the provisional voter

signed under penalty of perjury. In addztzogf""the attestation _shall include the following
information:

(A) The provisional vot}eygéﬁ’place and date of birth.

(B) The Drovzszonwg;lf‘i';oter s town of legal residence.

(C) The prm‘fzsmnal voter’s street address or a description of the physical location of

ﬁs:.y

/!
the applicant s;g?észdence The description must contain sufficient information so that the town

VT LEG 165251.1
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signed-under penalty-of perjury: In addition, the attestation shall include the=

following information:

(A) ’:l"he provisional voter’s place and date of birth.

.

(B) Thégrovisional voter’s town of legal residence.

%

(C) The proi;}irsg_onal voter’s E911 street address and mailing address,

if different from the provisf%gal voter’s E911 address.

(D)(1) the applicant’s Vém%_)ont driver’s license number. As used in

-

) . ) . % . )
this subdivision, “driver’s license number” means the identifier on the motor

",

vehicle driver’s license issued by the commissioner of motor vehicles, or the

unique identifier issued to a person on a nondriver i‘dentiﬁcation; or

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a Vermont driver’s license

number, the last four digits of the applicant’s Social Security number; or

(ii1)_if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number, the

town clerk shall contact the secretary of state and the secretary shall assign'a

uniguesdentifier-forithe applicant.
e e

AR SR TER Te

(2)_An attestation

=2

properly completed voter application To

of perjury.

e e

action.

(3) Space on the application for doqumc;ngggon}ofthe‘téiilﬁ"'&]erk’s

VT LEG 163254.1
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statententinforming-the provisional.voter: “Provisional balloting

_aEF
e

allows a provisional voter only to vote in federal elections. If vou w1shto vote

in any other election, you should return this form to the electipn“s' officials and

file an appeal in superior court in the county in which you"’live pursuant to

section 2148 of Title 17. After the close of the poll_s,’ the town clerk will

determine whether yvou meet all eligibility requiréments. If the clerk denies

your application, he or she will inform you that the application has been

denied.”

§ 2556. PROVISIONAL VOTING

{a) If an individual’s name does not appear on the checklist and the

individual claims to have submitted an application for the checklist prior to

noon on the second Saturday before the election, the election official shall

allow the individual to vote provisionally.

(b) The provisional voter shall be given a ballot that includes only

candidates for federal offices and an envelope with an attestation printed upon

it, as described in section 2555 of this title, and shall complete the attestation

on the envelope. Upon completion, the provisional voter shall seal the

envelope and deposit it in a ballot box marked for the receipt of provisional

VT LEG 163254.1
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R e

(c) A provisional-voter-who makes a false 7s:'ta{erfnent in completing.frth’/é

attestation, knowing the statement to be false, shall be subject to'the penalties

of perjury as provided in chapter 65 of Title 13.

§ 2557. TOWN CLERK APPROVAL OF PROVISIONAL VOTER

ATTESTATION V4

(a) The town clerk may make such investigation as he or she deems proper

to verify any fact stated in the application. In making the determination

whether to accept the provisional voter’s attestation. the town clerk shall

determine whether the applicant meets all of the registration eligibility

requirements. However, the town clerk may not require a provisional voter to

complete any form other than that approved under section 2555 of this title; ,

nor may the board of civil authority require all provisional voters or any

particular class or group of provisional voters to appear personally before a

meeting of the board or routinely or as a matter of policy require provisional

voters to submit additional information to verify or otherwise support the

information contained in the attestation.

(b) Within two days after the close of the polls. the town clerk shall inform

each provisional voter of his or her action on a provisional voter’s attestation.

If the clerk rejects a provisional voter. the clerk shall also notify the

provisional voter immediately of his or her reasons by telephone and by ﬁrst; ‘

VT LEG 163254.1
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N¢) When the town clerk approves a provisional voter’s attestation, the

town clerk shall'nete his or her approval in the space provided on the envelope,

photocopy the affidavit from all provisional envelopes, place all provisional

envelopes with the official return of vote, and send all information to the

secretary of state in a manner prescribed by the secretary.

(d) Upon receipt of the official return of the vote that contains provisional

envelopes from any town clerk, the secretary shall open all envelopes that were

approved by the municinal clerk, deposit,tfle ballot in a ballot box, and count

all approved ballots, adding the totals'to the statewide count for federal offices.

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *
* *%* Process of Voting * * *
Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. § 2561(a) is amended to read:
(a) At all elections using the Australian ballot system, the polls shall open
no earlier than six 6:00 a.m. and no later than tea 10:00 a.m. as set by the

board of civil authority in each town unless the board of civil authority has

elected to 'open the polls earlier than 6:00 a.m. as provided in section 2494 of

this title. The polls in all polling places shall close at seven 7:00 p.m.

. Bffas— ————
8660324 TN S A§-2563 is-amended.to-read:: - - woiem —

§ 2563. ADMITTING=V.OTER

Before a person may be admitted within the guardrail, he or she shall

.her.name.and.if requested, his or her place of residence ina —

VT LEG 163254.1
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——
Sec. 32. 17 V.S.A. § 2563 is anonded-toreadiv....___

§ 2563. ADMITTING VOTER

P g

,n:y:
Before a person may be admitted within-the-guardrail to vote, he or sh‘g;ﬁhall announce his
.ryi

or her name and if requested, his or her place of residence in a clear and audible tone of voice,

or present his or her name in writing, or otherwise identify himse,jf or herself by appropriate
documentation. The election officials attending the entranc_g;"?hrough—ﬂte—guaﬁ#a# of the
polling place shall then verify that the person’s name appe?é on ene-of-the—certitted-copies—of

the checklist for the polling place. If the name dogs/appear, and if no one immediately

challenges the person’s right to vote on grounds oﬁfiélentity or having previously voted in the

same election, the election officials shall repeat _(h‘é name of the person and:

(1) repeatthenameof-theperson; If;th'é checklist indicates that the person is a first-time

voter _in_the municipality who _registered by mail and who has not_provided required

identification before the opening of ‘_th/e polls, require the person to present any one of the

following: a valid photo identiﬁ'cqti’on; a copy of a current utility bill; a copy of a current bank

statement; or a copy of a government check, paycheck, or any other government document that

shows the current name and"’aa’dress of the voter. If the person is unable to produce the

required information, the person shall be afforded the opportunity to cast a provisional ballot,

as provided _in subchabfer 6A of this chapter. The elections official shall note upon the

checklist a first-time voter in the municipality who has registered by mail and who produces the

required information, and place a mark next to the voter’'s name on the checklist and allow the

voter to proceed to the voting booth for the purpose of voting.

(2) place-aecheckwmark-nextto-hisname—and If the voter is not a first-time voter in the

municipa‘lity, no_identification shall be required, the clerk shall place a check next to the

voter’s name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth for the purpose
F 4
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Tlear-and-audible tone of voice; or present his or her name in writing, or -

othrwise identify himself or herself by appropriate documentation. The

electic‘)' .officials attending the entrance through the guardrail shall then verify
that the pér,son ’s name appears on one of the certified copies of the checklist
for the po]hné glace If the name does appear, and if no one immediately
challenges the person ’s right to vote on grounds of identity or having

previously voted in the same election, the election officials shall repeat the

name of the person and:

(1) repeatthename-ofthepersen if the checklist indicates that the

person is a first-time voter who registered by mail who has not provided

required identification before the opening of the polls, require the person to

present any one of the following: a valid photo identification: a copy of a

current utility bill: a copy of a current bank statement; or a copy of a

government check, paycheck. or any other government document that shows

the current name and address of the voter. If the person is unable to produce

the required information, the person shall be afforded the opportunity to cast a

provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter. The elections

official shall note upon the checklist a first-time voter who has registered by

mail and who produces the required information and place a mark next to the

voter’s name, and admit the voter within the guardrail for the purpose of

a7 4T S : T R e
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~his-names-and-If the voterisnota - vom

first-time voter, no i 1c_ation shall be required, the clerk shall place a check

gy

next to the voter’s name and admit‘&fe‘"vmcrﬁ vgif(hin the guardrail for the

purpose of voting.

Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A. § 2567 is amended to read: ;,/

§ 2567. REGISTERING VOTES ON VOTING MACHINES/;/

(a) Ifa voter is to register his vote upon a voting macl‘ﬁ;; he or she shall
proceed, immediately upon being admitted within~t}'i.;yguardrail, to a voting
machine not occupied by another voter. J4e‘The voter shall then register his or
her vote according to the instructions provided to voters with the machine.
Upon leaving the voting machine, he or she shall proceed directly to the exit of
the guardrail. A-—vetershall-netbe-allowed-to-occupy-a-voting-machine-more

bon 6 . ] ] tton -

(b) All towns, regardless of whether the town has voted to use a voting

machine pursuant to section 2492 of this title, shail possess at least one voting

system approved by the secretary of state equipped for individuals with

disabilities, including accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, to vote

independently and privately.

,i R —
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R S L D

Sec.34. 17V 8

§ 2569. ASSISTANCE TO VOTER

(a) A voter who declares to the presiding officer that he or she eannetread

orvrrite-orbyreason-ofphysicalbormentaldisebibinisunable needs assistance
to mark the ballot or register a vote on a machines-as-the-ease-may-be; shall;

may be assisted in the marking or registering of the ballot by a person of the

voter’s choice or two election officials era-persen-ofthe-voter'schoice;

of the-voter-desiringassistanee of different party affiliations.

* %k %k

Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read:
§ 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE

TFhe In towns using paper ballots, the ballot boxes shall not be opened nor

the ballots counted before the closing of the polls. In towns using voting

machines, the machine counts shall not be viewed or printed before the closing

of the polls. .
&/ 4 »7—“"};_;’3;: A

S I e T T IS M
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1\& 36. 17 V.S.A. § 2582 is amended to read:
e e 4

2

3

4

10

11
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

§ 2382 PRE"S’IT)ING OFFICER-TO-DIRECT COUNT; TRANSPORTING

BALLOTS OR CHECKLIST

The presiding officer shall direct the manner in which the votes are counted,

subject to the provisions of this subehapter title and as provided for in the rules

for counting ballots adopted by the secretary of state. Ballots shall be counted

at the polling places where they are ca.s‘t; except where the secretary of state

smpeswhichoonderseeton—86v—e e Lo shallbbecommineted, upon

request of the presiding officer, has issued a determination that the ballots

should be counted elsewhere. or the checklist should be moved by two

elections officials of different parties for the purpose of making a photocopy.

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *

* % * Count and Return of Votes L0 K

‘7‘”‘%’%"&7 :S.A:-§:2583(b) is amended to read i e 2

§ 2583. OFP%TAI}CHECKLIST TO BE TALLIED

R,
e,

g k %k ok
(b) Ifin the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not used, as
provided by section 2496 of this title, alternative-material the entrance -

o

chrecklist.aead-out sheetsyand.other machine materials which is are used to - «

VT LEG 163254.1
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See. 37 2583 is amended to read:

Rttt

%ngm‘y‘?-:f';w'ru T . :;;;’

(b) If in the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not, used, as provided by section

2496 of this title, atternative-material read-out sheets-and other machine materials which is are

used to provide equivalent secynty:s‘hall/be sealed and stored with the ballots and tally sheets.

The entﬂrgrz}c_e,,;_g—]aeekil’f?’:f?kall be stored in the same manner as provided in section 2590 of this

Sascxcepiihesentrance-cheeklist-shall-be:-stored-ima-container separtte frof and

tally sheets and shall be secured for a period of 15 days.

VT LEG 165251.1
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sheets. Before seifi trance checklist, the town clerk shall make a

photocopy of the entrance checklist and retai
inHietowrelerk’s-office-as-a-publicrecord

Sec. 38. 17 V.S.A. § 2587 is amended to read:

§ 2587. RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS

(a) In counting ballots, election officials shall attcr’ﬁi)t to ascertain the intent

of the voter, as expressed by his markings on the ballot which is consistent

with guidance adopted by the secretary of state. The secretary shall adopt. by

rule, guidance on determining whether a ballot is spoiled. If it is impossible to

determine the intent of the voter for any office or public question, the ballot
shall be counted as blank or spoiled, as the case may be, for that office or
question; but that determination shall not control any other office or question
on the ballot for which the voter’s intent can be determined. If they have any
doubt about the intent of the voter or any other question about a ballot, the
election officials counting the ballot shall bring it to the presiding officer, who
s”Hall present the question of how to treat the ballot to the assembled election

officials. The decision of how to treat the ballot shall be made by majority
e ST T R

s

vote of the election officials who are present=="" .

R

* %k Xk
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(€ Tirtire-ease

candidate, or pasting a label contafii

of “write-in” votes, the act of writing in the name of a

a.candidate’s name upon allot

without other indications of the voter’s intent, shall constitute a vote for that

candidate, even though no cross is placed after such name. The election
officials counting ballots and tallying results must list every person who

receives a “write-in” vote and the number of votes réceived. On each tally

sheet. the counters shall add together the names of candidates that are clearly

the same person, even though a nickname or last name is used. Names of

fictitious persons shall not be listed.

* * * Conduct of Elections * * *
*7 *Recounts * * *

Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read:
§ 2588. FILING RETURNS

As the count of votes for each office or public question is completed, the
presiding officer and at least one other election official shall collect the tally
sheets, enter the totals shown on the tally sheets upon the summary sheets, add
and enter the sum of such figures, and sign the summary sheets. As each

summary sheet is completed, the presiding officer shall publicly announce the

results. The presiding officer and one other election official then shall proceed

s

either to complete the returratonce, or to store the summary sheets in a safe
5 . S—
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Is
S,

no later than 24 hours a?t?ﬁh‘espgl close, the presiding officer and at least
one other election official shall transfer‘th:?gasﬁ fromrthe-summary sh%rg;g to
the proper spaces on the return, and both shall sign the return. The/towﬁ clerk
shall store the summary sheets safely so that the public cannot r'eésonably have
access to them for a period of 90 days without the town gléri(’s consent. The

original of the return shall be delivered to the town c/lé/rk. Within In a manner

prescribed by the secretary of state and within 48 hours of the close of the

polls, the town clerk shall deliver in-person-or-mail to the secretary of state, the
senatorial district clerk, the county clerk, and the representative district clerk,

one certified copy each of the return. The town clerk shall also make a copy

available to the public upon request.

Sec. 40. 17 V.S.A. § 2592(k) is amended to read:
§ 2592. CANVASSING COMMITTEES; CANVASS OF VOTES IN
GENERAL OR SPECIAL ELECTIONS
* % %
(k) In the case of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer,

secretary of state, attorney general, and auditor of accounts, the canvassing

committee shall prepare a certificate of election but shall not sign it. The

. 4 5 EE———____
prepared certificate shall be presented to the official.canvassing-eominittee
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appeinted by the general assembly, pursuant to chapter II, section 47 of the
Vermont constitution, for theit USe ifthey-desire . ,:ﬁ,,: :

@

Sec. 41. 17 V.S.A. § 26021 is amended to read:
§ 2602]. RECOUNTS USING VOTING MACHINES
the-eourt-instead-of-according-to-the-recount-procedures-established-by-this

section- In all recounts conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted

by hand as described in sections 2602a through 2602k of this title.

* * * Local Elections * * *
* * * Local Elections Using the Australian Ballot System * * *
Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. § 2680 is amended to read:
§ 2680. AUSTRALIAN BALLOT SYSTEM; GENERAL
* % %

(c) Budgets. A vote whether to use the Australian ballot system to
establish the budget shall be in substantially the following form:

*“Shall (name of municipality) adopt its budget by Australian ballot?”
If a budget voted on by Australian ballot is rejected, the legislative body shall
prepare a revised budget. The legislative body shall establish a date for the

vote Qn"'fhe revised budget, and shall-take-appropriate steps to warn a public

s T
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informational meeting on the budget and the vote. The date of the public

informational meetiﬁ?ﬁ‘hallfbp_ at least five days following the public notice. _.»

The date of the vote shall be at least sevendays\folkjwmg the-public notice. "
The vote on the revised budget shall be by Australian ballot and sha}l take
place in the same locations that the first vote was taken. The bl_}dget shall be
established if a majority of all votes cast are in favor. If tl})e"’r)évised budget is
rejected, the legislative body shall repeat the procedure 1n this subsection until
a budget is adopted. Once a municipality votes to establish its budget by the
Australian ballot system, the vote on the budget shall be taken by Australian
ballot until the municipality votes to discontinue use of the system.

* ok %

(g) Whenever a municipality has voted to adopt the Australian ballot

system of voting on any public question, inelading except the budget revote as

provided in subsection (c) of this section, the legislative body shall hold a

public informational hearing on the question by posting warnings at least 10
days in advance of the hearing in at least two public places within the
municipality and in the town clerk’s office. The hearing shall be held within
the 10 days preceding the meeting at which the Australian ballot system is to
be used. The hearing under this subsection may be held in conjunction with

— i s s "'.'."'.:‘.LZ‘-;:::.?\
the meeting held under subsection 2640(c), in whieh case the moderator shall

reside.
p F -

——
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* * * Presidential Elections * * *

— * * * Presidential Primary * * *

s .
R
e
S

Sec. 43. 17 V.S.A. § 2704 is amended 10 Tead: e
§ 2704. BALLOTS
A person voting at the primary shall be required to ask for the ballot of the

party in which the voter wishes to vote and an election official shall record the
= 4

’/( . .
voter’s choice of ballot by marking the entran_ce’ checklist with a letter code, as

designated by the secretary of state, to indicate the voter’s party choice. The

names of all candidates on the ballot shall be listed in alphabetical order. Each

voter may vote for one candidate for the presidential nomination of one party,

either by placing a mark opposite the printed name of a candidate as in other

primaries, or by writing in the name of the candidate of the voter’s choice.
e P Y gn Pec. 43a.

Sec. 44. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 3 and 7 of this act shall take effect January 1. 2004, unless the

secretary of state receives a waiver, pursuant to Title III of United States

Public Law 107-252. and files notice of that waiver with the legislative

committee on administrative rules. Once a waiver is granted and notice filed.

Secs. 3 and 7 of this act shall take effect on January 1. 2006.

(b) Sec. 33 shall take effect Januarv 1, 2006.

VT LEG 163254.1
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—¥ec.43a. 30 V.S.A. §,,7059(g)‘i§iggdgd to read: e ee———

P

on acting on behalf of the

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, n

state of Vermont or any political subdivision of dite shall require an individual to disclose

—
his or her enhanced 911 add{‘gwrb”ﬁ@ that the individual furnishes an alternative mailing

address. === -
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Sec. Q&EPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ELECTIONS REFORM

2.
TN
e

‘h\""”»?v,-._m, .
The secretary of state shall-submit.a report to the House and Senate

—

Committees on Appropriations, the House Committee Qn.,lzo’(?gerovemment,

and the Senate Committee on Government Operations before January 15,

2004, summarizing the qxnendiﬁxres to implement United States Public Law

107-252 and this act and summarizing the results of any report by the secretary

RIS o

(fB‘V‘entbrvin;q technology: currently in use -by-municipal clerks.

VT LEG 163254.1
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