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4 Subject: Elections; qualifications and registration of voters; party organization; 

5 nominations; conduct of elections; presidential elections 

6 Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to exempt some personal information 

7 from a statewide voter checklist created by the secretary of state to modify the 

8 voter registration process by: requiring that the town clerk review applications 

9 to the checklist rather than the board of civil authority; requiring an applicant 

1 O to the voter checklist to provide his or her place and date of birth and Vermont 

11 driver's license number or last four digits of his or her Social Security number 

12 or obtain a unique identifier from the secretary of state; providing that if a 

13 voter changes his or her address at the department of motor vehicles, the voter 

14 consents to being removed from the checklist at the voter's former residence; 

15 and requiring the secretary of state to create a statewide voter checklist. This 

16 bill proposes to standardize the notice requirements for representative, 

17 senatorial, and probate district organization. This bill proposes to modify the 

18 nomination process by: requiring the candidate to list the office and district 

19 designation for which the candidate is running; and altering the date for filing a 

20 nomination, by a party committee, when a candidate withdraws or dies after a 

21 prirnary election. This bill proposes to change the way elections are conducted 
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1 by: developing a complaint procedure for violations of state or federal 
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2 elections law; requiring that a municipality that votes to use a voting machine 

3 does so six months before an election; permitting the secretary of state to adopt 

4 rules on the use and selection of voting machines; permitting elections 

5 officials, in a municipality that uses voting machines, to arrive early to process 

6 early voter absentee ballots; requiring additional information on the notice to 

7 voters at the polling place; requiring that first-time voters supply identification 

8 to the elections officials; creating a system for provisional voting that allows a 

9 person to vote if his or her name is not on the checklist and the person attests 

1 0 that he or she registered to vote; requiring each town to have one voting 

11 machine equipped for individuals with disabilities; permitting the secretary to 

12 adopt uniform guidance for elections officials upon how. to determine the 

13 voter's intent on a ballot and to determine whether a ballot is spoiled; 

14 pennitting an elections official to add together names of candidates that are 

15 clearly the same person; and requiring all recounts to be done by hand. This 

16 bill proposes to change the notice requirements for a revote on a budget in a 

17 local election by modifying the notice requirement for a public infom1ational 

18 meeting from ten to five days. This bill proposes that town clerks mark the 

19 entrance checklist in a presidential primary with a letter code to indicate the 

20 voter's paiiy choice. 
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AN ACT RELATING TO IMPLEMENTING THE FEDERAL HELP 
AMERICA VOTE ACT 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont: 

kl? .3.b I I I @ • s H~' I * * * Jtiittlbil LU CJ , CtlCI ll 1-1:~ lt:.~ 

* * * 
~/: 3a-
~e~ -.l~ is=amende&t<:r:rea£E=-=====~l!!:m---=--

following public records are exempt from public inspection and 

copymg: 

* * * 

' (31) records of a registered voter's month arrd day of birth, motor 

vehicle operator's license number, non;~ver i'aL fication number, Social 

and Registration of Voters * * * 

egistration of Voters* * * 

4 is amended to read: 

at the time and place appointed and remain in 

• cations for persons' names to be placed on the 
Monda 

fter 12:00 noon on t e second I 
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* * * Common Law; General Rights * * * 

* * *Access to Public Documents * * * 

Sec. 1. 1 V.S.A. § 317(c) is amended to read: 

3_b 

( c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection and copying: 

* * * 

(31) records of a registered voter's month and day of birth, motor vehicle 
operator's license number, the last four digits of the applicant 's Social Security number, 
and street address if different from the applicant 's mailing address contained in an 
application to the statewide voter checklist or the statewide voter checklist established 
under section 2154 of Title 17. 

* * * Qualification and Registration of Voters * * * 

* * * Registration of Voters * * * 

Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A . § 2144 is amended to read: 

§ 2144. DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 

( a) The board shall meet at the time dnd place appointed and reniain in session a 
reasonabte time. 11 may recess or adjourn from day to day, but The town clerk shall not 
accept applications for persons' names to be placed on the checklist shall not be 
accepted after 12:00 noon on the second Saturday Monday preceding the day of the 
election. The town clerk's office shall be kept open on the second Saturday Monday 
preceding the day of the election from no later than 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, for the 
purpose of receiving applications for addition to the checklist. For purposes of this 
subsection, a mail application or an application submitted to the department of motor 
vehicles in connection with a motor vehicle driver's license or an application accepted by 
a voter registration agency shall be considered to have met the filing deadline 
established by this subsection if the application is postmarked, submitted or accepted,ttS­
the case may be, by 12:00 noon of the second Saturday Monday preceding the day of the 
election. 

(b) If a person is not eligible to register prior to the second Saturday Monday before 
the day of election, but expects to be eligible on or before election day, he or she may file 
with the town clerk a written notice of intention to apply for addition of his or her name 
to the checklist. The notice shall be filed prior to noon of the second Saturday Mondav 
preceding the day of election, and the board of civil authority town clerk shall then 
accept the person's application at any time before the close of the polls on election day, 
and act upon the applicationforthwith. 

( c) If a person is not eligible to register p rior to the second Saturday Monday before 
the day of the election, and has submitted a written notice of intent to apply in accord 
with subsection (b) of this section, the clerk shall, upon application, allow the applicant 
to vote absentee. If the application is approved and the name added to the checklist prior 
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to the close of the polls on election day, the early or absentee ballots cast by that voter 
shall be treated as other valid early or absentee ballots. 

(d) In the case of annual meetings and towns that start their annual meetings on any 
day preceding the first Tuesday in March as authorized in section 2640(b) of this title, the 
"day of election" shall be the first Tuesday in March. 

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2144b is amended to read: 

§ 2144b. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK; LOCAL OPTIO,V 

( a) A town may vote at a special or annual tm'lin meeting to authorize its tovm clerk to 
approve additions to tlie checklist clerk shall review all applications to the voter checklist 
and shall approve those applications that meet the requirements of this chapter and 
section 2103 of this title. Once approved. application information shall be added to the 
statewide voter checklist on an expedited basis. If an applicant has failed upon the date 
of the election to provide any information required upon the application form pursuant to 
section 2145 of this title, the town clerk shall notify the applicant that the form was 
incomplete and the applicant may provide the information on or before the date of the 
election. 

(b) Except as provided in tliis section, if the town votes to autlwrize the town clerk to 
approve additions to the checklist, applications shall not be reviC'.ved by the board of 
civil autlwrity, and the applicable provisions of sections 2144, 2145 and 2146 of this title 
shall apply to the clerk. 

(c) If the town clerk does not believe determine that an applicant meets the 
requirements of section 2121 of this title, the clerk shall forth·,vith immediately forward 
the application to the board of civil authority, which shall, meet in a timely manner, after 
the receipt of the application and proceed under section 2146 of this title to determine 
whether the applicant 1neets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding 
applicants to the checklist, a quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil 
authority. 

( d) Periodically, or at least -ten five days prior to each election, the town clerk shall 
forward to the board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist. 

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read: 

§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS 

( a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the federal 
election commission or by the secretary of state. The application form approved by the 
secretary shall include: 

( 1) A statement infonning the applicant of the requirements for place for the 
applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or she meets all 
voter eligibility requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title and space for the 
applicant to provide the information necessary for the board of civil authority to 
deterrnine eligibility, including the applicant's tmvn of residence, street address and, if 
tlie applicant's mailing address is different from, his or her street address, the mailing 
address a place for the signature of the applicant affirming, under penalty ofper;urv, that 
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all information submitted by the applicant is accurate and truthful. The affirmation shall 
include the following information: 

(A) The applicant's place and date of birth. 

(B) The applicant's town o[legal residence. 

(C) The applicant's street address or a description of the physical location of 
the applicant's residence. The description must contain sufficient information so that the 
town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a resident of the town. 

(D )(i) if the applicant has been issued a current and valid driver 's license or 
nondriver's identification, the applicant's driver's license number or nondriver 's 
identification number: or 

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a driver's license number, the last four 
digits of the applicant's Social Security number: or 

(iii) if the applicant does not possess a Social Securitv number, the town 
clerk shall contact the secretarv of state and the secretarv shall assign a unique identifier 
for the applicant. 

(2) An attestation by the applicant that he or she satisfies all the voter eligibility 
re(Juirements. The attestation shall be signed by aw applicant under penalty ofperjury. 

fJj The voter's oath and a space for a person administering the voter's oath to 
another to execute the written notification required by section 2124 of this title. 

(3) Space for the town clerk to document action on the application. 

( 4) Space for documentation of the board of civil authority's action on the 
application. 

m The following statements: 

"If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or renewed, a motor 
vehicle driver's license or were provided with this application form by a voter 
registration agency, you may decline to register. If you decline to register, your failure 
to register will remain confidential and will be used only for voter registration 
purposes. 

"If you are submitting this application in connection with a motor vehicle driver's 
license application, or renewal, or through a voter registration agency, the office through 
which you submitted this application will remain confidential and will be used only for 
voter registration purposes. " 

(5) The following statement on applications provided by the department of motor 
vehicles: "Keep this receipt and take it to the polls when you go to vote. This is proof 
you submitted an application before the deadline for registration. " 

(6) ,1 statement infonning the applicant: "Keep a copy of this application form. 
Contact your town clerk to make sure your application has been received. Bring the copy 
to the polls ,,1phen you go to vote. This is your proof you have submitted an application to 
the checklist before tlie deadline for registration. " 

VT LEG 167357.1 



6 

(b) Except for fonns included as part of a department of 1notor ,•chicles license 
application, the registration application form shall be in four copies. One copy shall be 
retained by the applicant; three copies shall be forv,1arded to the towH clerk. fo t,lw case 
of applications received at voter registration agencies, tliree copies shall be forwarded to 
the secretary of state ·,vlw shall fonvard the copies to the town clerk of the applicant's 
tmvn of residence. In the rnse of forms included as part of a departnient of motor 
vehicles license application, the form shall be in two copies. One copy shall be retained 
by the applirnnt; one copy shall be fom'€lrded to the secretary of state who shall forn1ard 
thefonn to the tmv,"l clerk of the applirnnt's town of residence. 

Sec. 4a. AGREEMENT BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

The commissioner of motor vehicles may enter into an agreement with the Social 
Security Administration pursuant to 42 U.S. C. § 405(r )(8 ), however, the agreement shall 
be limited to verifying applications to register to vote that use the last four digits of an 
applicant's Social Security number as the applicant's unique identifying number. The 
secretary of state is prohibited from giving any information contained in any portion of 
the statewide voter checklist that is exempt from public inspection pursuant to subdivision 
317(c)(31) to any subdivision of the federal government. 

Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A . § 2147(a) is amended to read: 

§ 2147. ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST 

( a) Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board shall add to the checklist posted in 
the town clerk's office the names of the voters added and the names omitted by mistake, 
and shall strike the names of persons not entitled to vote. The list so corrected shall not 
be altered except by: 

* * * 

(4) adding, at the polling place, the names of persons who sign a sworn affidavit 
prepared by the secretarv of state that they completed and submitted a valid application 
for addition to the checklist of that town before the deadline for applications and who 
otherwise are qualified to be added to the checklist; or 

* * * 

(6) adding the names ofpersons who submitted an incomplete application before 
the deadline for application, and who provide that information on or before election day. 

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read: 

§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST 

( a) When a voter from one town becomes a resident of another town and is placed on 
the checklist there, the clerk shall send one copy of the voter registration application 
form or other official notice to the clerk of the town where the voter was formerly a 
resident, and that clerk shall strike the voter's name from the checklist of that town. 
Likewise, when a town clerk receives a copy of the death certificate of a voter, public 
notice of the death of a voter, or official notice from the department of motor vehicles 
that a voter has authorized his or her address to be changed for voting purposes, the 
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clerk shall strike the voter's name from the checklist. A town clerk shall also strike from 
the checklist the name of any voter who files a written request that his or her name be 
stricken. 

* * * 

( d) Except as provided in subsection ( a) of this section, a board of civil authority 
shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordance with the following procedure: 

* * * 

( 3) If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authority is unable to locate a 
voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the inquiry reveals facts indicating that the 
voter may no longer be eligible to vote in the municipality, the board of civil authority 
shall send a written notice to the voter. The notice shall be sent by first class mail to the 
most recent known address of the voter asking the voter to verify his or her current 
eligibility to vote in the municipality. The notice shall be sent with "address correction 
requested. " the required United States Postal Service language for requesting change of 
address information. Enclosed with the notice shall be a postage paid pre-addressed 
return e&rd form on which the voter may reply, either setting forth swearing or affirming 
the voter's current place of residence as the municipality in question and requesting that 
the voter's name be retained upon the checklist, or alternatively consenting to the 
removal of the voter's name. The notice required by this subsection shall also include the 
following: 

(A) A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not changed his or her 
residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence but the change was within the 
area covered by the checklist, the voter should return the e&rd form to the town clerk's 
office on or before the date upon which the checklist is closed under section 2144 of this 
title. The statement shall also inform the voter that if he or she fails to return the e&rd 
form as provided in this subdivision, written affirmation of the voter's address shall be 
required before the voter is permitted to vote. 

(B) Information concerning how the voter can continue to be eligible to vote if 
the voter has changed his or her residence to a place outside the area co'rlered by the 
checklist register to vote in another state or another municipality within this state. 

* * * 

Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2154 is added to read: 

§ 2154. STATEWIDE VOTER CHECKLIST 

(a) The secretary of state shall establish a uniform and nondiscriminatory, statewide 
computerized voter registration checklist. This checklist shall serve as the official voter 
registration list for all elections in the state. In establishing the statewide checklist, the 
secretary shall: 

(I) limit the town clerk to adding, modifying, or deleting applicant and voter 
information on the portion of the checklist for that clerk's municipality; 
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(2) limit access to the statewide voter checklist for a local elections official to 
verifying if the applicant is registered in another municipality in the state by a search for 
the individual voter; 

(3) notify a local elections official when a voter registered in that official's district 
registers in another voting district so that the voter may be removed from that district's 
checklist; 

( 4) provide adequate security to prevent unauthorized access to the checklist; 

(5) ensure the compatibility and comparability of information on the checklist with 
information contained in the department of motor vehicles' computer systems. 

(b) A registered voter's month and day of birth, driver 's license number. the last four 
digits of the applicant's Social Security number, and street address if different from the 
applicant's mailing address shall not be considered a public record as defined in 
subsection 317(b) of Title 1. Any person wishing to obtain a copy of all of the statewide 
voter checklist must swear or affirm, under penaltv of pehury pursuant to chapter 65 of 
Title 13. that the person will not use the checklist for commercial purposes. The 
affirmation shall be filed with the secretary of state. 

(c) No elections official may access the portion of the statewide voter checklist that is 
exempt from public inspection pursuant to subdivision 317(c)(31) of Title 1. except for 
elections purposes. 

* * * Party Organization * * * 

Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A . § 2321 is amended to read: 

§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

The "representative district committee" of a party shall consist of those members of 
the town committee residing in a representative district, as finally established by the 
legislative apportionment board. A representative district committee may encompass less 
than an entire town or may extend across town lines, as the case may be. Such a 
committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet 
unless required to perform some function under this title. Any three members may call 
the first meeting by giving at least Se:tJen _five days written notice to all other members; 
thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the chainnan chair. 

Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. § 2322 is amended to read: 

§ 2322. SENATORIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

The "senatorial district committee" of a party shall consist of those members of the 
county committee residing in a senatorial district. A senatorial district committee may 
encompass less than an entire county or may extend across county lines, as the case may 
be. Such a committee shall elect its own officers when called upon to meet, but it need 
not meet unless required to perform some function under this title. Any three members 
may call the first meeting by giving at least Se:tJen _five days written notice to all other 
members; thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the chairman chair. 

Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2323 is amended to read: 
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§ 2323. PROBATE DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

The "probate district committee" of a party shall consist of those members of the 
county committee residing in a probate district. Such a committee shall elect its own 
officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet unless required to pe1form some 
function under this title. The chairman chair of the county committee may call the first 
meeting by giving at least 5ew!ft five days written notice to all other members; thereafter 
the committee shall meet at the call of the probate district chairmtilrt chair. 

* * * Nominations * * * 

* * * Primary Elections * * * 

Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read: 

§ 2356. TIME FOR FILING PETITIONS 

Primary petitions shall be filed no sooner than the first Monday in June and not later 
than 5:00 p.m. on the third Monday of July preceding the primary election prescribed by 
section 2351 of this title, and not later than 5:00 p.m. of the forty second 42nd day prior 
to the day of a special primary election. 

Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2361 is amended to read: 

§ 2361. CONSENT OF CANDIDATE 

A candidate for whom petitions containing sufficient valid signatures have been filed 
shall file with the official with whom the petitions were filed a consent to the printing of 
the candidate's name on the ballot. The secretary of state shall prepare and furnish 
forms for this purpose. The consent shall set forth the name of the candidate, as the 
candidate wishes to have it printed on the ballot, the candidate's town of residence and 
correct mailing address. The consent shall be filed on or before the day primary 
petitions are due. Unless a consent is filed, the candidate's name shall not be printed on 
the primary ballot. 

* * * Nominations * * * 

* * * Nominations by Party Committee * * * 

Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A . § 2386 is amended to read: 

§ 2386. TIME FOR FIUNG STATEMENTS 

{gl Statements pursuant to this subchapter, except for vacancies created by the death 
or withdrawal of a candidate after the primary, shall be filed not more than 60 days 
before the day of the general election and not later than 5:00 p.m. on the third day 
following the prima,y election. 

(b) In the case of the death or withdrawal of a candidate after the primarv election, 
the party committee shall have seven days from the date of the withdrawal to nominate a 
candidate. In no event, shall a statement be filed later than 40 days prior to the election. 

* * * Nominations * * * 

* * * Miscellaneous Provisions * * * 

Sec. 14. 17 V. S.A. § 24 I 2 is amended to read: 
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§ 2412. WJTHDRA WAL OF CANDIDACY 

A candidate who has been validly nominated by one of the methods prescribed in this 
chapter shall have a right to withdraw his or her candidacy up until 5:00 p.m. on the 
47th day before the day of the election third day following the primary by filing a written 
notice of withdrawal with the town clerk in case of a candidate for justice of the peace, 
and with the secretary of state in case of all other offices. The name of a candidate who 
has withdrawn shall not be printed on the ballot. After that date, if the candidate has 
filed a written notice of withdrawal, the town clerk or secretary of state may still remove 
the candidate's name from the ballot up until a the printing deadline ,,,.-hich he shall 
publicly announce ahead of time. 

Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2457(a) is amended to read: 

( a) The secretary of state shall organize regional workshops for election officials, 
provide them with informational materials about the conduct of elections and recounts 
and otherwise help them run elections in a proper and legal manner conformance with 
state and federal law. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Elections Officials * * * 

Sec. 16. 17 V.S.A. § 2451 is amended to read: 

§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 

The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of elections within the 
political subdivision for which it is elected. At any time before an election. the board of 
civil authoritv may issue guidance for elections officials that assists officials in 
conducting elections within the political subdivision. Guidance issued by the board shall 
not conflict with federal or state elections laws. A quorum of the board of civil authority 
shall be available at all times when the polls are open, and those members of the board of 
civil authority present at a polling place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business relating to the conduct of the election and the qualification and registration of 
voters at this polling place. 

Sec. 17. 17 V.S.A. § 2454 is amended to read: 

§ 2454. ASSISTANT ELECTION OFFICERS 

(_gJ Prior to the day of the election, the board of civil authority shall appoint a 
sufficient number of voters from each voting district to serve as assistant election officers 
in their respective polling places. As far as possible, the board shall attempt to appoint 
an equal number of persons from each major political party. Each assistant election 
officer shall be sworn prior to entering on the peiformance of his or her duties. An 
assistant town clerk may serve as an assistant elections officer, regardless of his or her 
residence. 

(b) The board of civil authority may appoint residents ofa voting district who are 16 
or 17 years old to serve as assistant elections officers in their respective polling places. 
Youth assistant elections officers shall have the same duties as adult assistant elections 
officers but shall work under the direct supervision of adult elections officials. 
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§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 

11 

The secretary of state shall adopt rules to establish a uniform and nondiscriminatory 
complaint procedure to be used by any person who believes that a violation of this title or 
any other provision of Title III of United States Public Law 107-252 has occurred, is 
occurring. or is about to occur. For purposes of this section, "complaint" shall mean a 
statement in writing made by a voter stating, with particularity, the violation, notarized, 
and sworn or affirmed under penalty of periury. The secretary's rules shall provide for 
an informal proceeding to hear complaints for all complainants unless a formal hearing 
is requested. Formal complaints held pursuant to this section shall be in conformance 
with the rules adopted by the secretary. Any decision of the secretary may be appealed to 
the superior court in the county where the individual resides. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Ballots * * * 

Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A . § 2474 is amended to read: 

§ 2474. CHOICE OF PARTY 

( a) A person nominated by any means for the same office by more than one political 
party, at least 36 days before tlie day of the not later than the second Friday following the 
primary election may elect the party or parties in which the nominee will be a candidate. 
The nominee shall notify in writing the secretary of state or town clerk, as the case may 
be, of such choice, and only the party or parties which the nominee so elects shall be 
printed next to the nominee's name on the ballot. 

(b) A candidate for state or congressional office who is the nominee of two or more 
political parties shall file with the secretary of state, at least 36 days before the day of the 
not later than the second Friday following the primary election, a statement designating 
for which party the votes cast for him or her shall be counted for the purposes of 
determining whether his or her designated party shall be a major political party. The 
party so designated shall be the first party to be printed immediately after the candidate's 
name on the ballot. If a candidate does not file the statement at least 36 days before the 
date of election before the second Friday following the primary, the secretary of state 
shall designate by lot the party to be printed immediately after the candidate 's name. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Voting Machines * * * 

Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2491 is amended to read: 

§ 2491. POLITICAL SUBDIVISION MAY USE VOTING MACHINES 

A town may vote at any annual or special meeting to employ mechanical or electronic 
devices ( "voting machines") for the registering and counting of votes in subsequent 
elections. Voting machines may be used in combination with the paper ballots described 
in the preceding subchapter, so that each voter may choose whether to use a paper ballot 
or a voting machine to cast his or her vote, if the town so votes. 
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Sec. 21. 17 V.S.A. § 2492 is amended to read: 

§ 2492. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH TO OBTAIN VOTING MACHINES 

{-a-f If a town votes to use voting machines, in whole or in part, for voting in 
subsettuent elections at least six months prior to the next primary or general election, the 
legislative body shall make arrangements to rent or purchase voting machines of 
standard make, approved by the secretary of state, capable of providing a simple and 
convenient nwens of voting and ascertaining the true result. The town shall be 
responsible for all expenses attendant upon the purchase or rental of voting machines 
and the secretary of state shall furnish the ballots. Other election materials which are 
not particular to voting machines shall be prepared at state expense, under the direction 
of the secretary of state, except for local elections, which shall be governed by 17 VS.A 
-§ section 2682 of this title. 

(b) The secretary of state may attach conditions to the approval of a ,,•oting machine if 
he deems it necessary to further the purposes of this chapter. 

Sec. 22. 17 V.S.A . § 2493 is amended to read: 

§ 2493. REGULATIONS RULES FOR USE OF VOTING MACHINES 

( a) The secretary of state shall make regulations for the use of voting machines. 
These regulations may cover any of the follo,ving: 

(1) The format of machine programs for the primary and general elections; 

(2) The content of summary sheets; 

(3) The content of all voter instruction materials provided by a town; 

(4) Security before and after the election; 

(5) Obtaining and recording machine totals; 

(6) Duties of election officials; 

(7) Availability of machines during polling hours; 

(8) Disposition of checklists, summary sheets and machine materials after the 
election; 

(9) Other matters pertaining to the proper use of voting machines under this title. 

The secretary of state shall adopt rules governing the use and the selection of any 
voting machine in the state. These rules shall include requirements that: 

(1) All municipalities that have voted to use a voting machine shall use a uniform 
voting machine approved by the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall provide for the security of voting machines at all 
times. 

(3) All voting machines shall be set to reiect a ballot that contains an overvote and 
provide the voter the opportunity to correct the overvote, have the ballot declared 
spoiled, and obtain another ballot. If an earlv voter absentee ballot contains an 
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overvote, the elections official shall override the voting machine and count all races 
except any race that contains an overvote. 

( 4) All voting machines shall be set not to re;ect undervotes. 

(b) Each voting machine shall be tested using official ballots that are marked clearly 
as "test ballots" at least ten days prior to an election. 

Sec. 23. 17 VS.A. § 2494 is amended to read: 

§ 2494. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS 

Except as this subchapter affects the method of registering votes and ascertaining the 
result, the laws of this state pertaining to elections shall be applicable. The laws 
pertaining to early or absentee voters shall in no way be affected by this subchapter, and 
votes cast by early or absentee voters shall be counted with votes registered on voting 
machines. In towns using voting machines, the board of civil authority may vote to open 
polling places at 5:00 a.m., provided that at least three elections officials are present, 
two of whom are from different parties, solely for the purpose of checking voters who 
voted by early voter absentee ballot off the checklist and depositing the ballots into the 
ballot box or voting machine. If all early voter absentee ballots have not been deposited 
into the voting machines before the closing of the polls at 7:00 p.m., the elections officials 
shall continue to deposit ballots using the same procedure as provided in subsection 
2561 (b) of this title, treating each ballot as a voter waiting to cast his or her ballot at the 
close of the polls. 

Sec. 24. 17 V.S.A. § 2499(b) is amended to read: 

(b) The checklist or checklists, as the case may be, the early voter absentee ballots, 
tally sheets for early voter absentee ballots, read out sheets and other machine materials 
shall be sealed in the ballot bags provided by the secretary as soon as all the votes have 
been counted. The container and contents shall be secured and stored as provided in 
section 2590 of this title. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Warnings, Notices, and Other Voter Information * * * 

Sec. 25. 17 VS.A. § 2521 is amended to read: 

§ 2521. WARNINGS AND NOTICES 

( a) Not less than 30 days before the election, the town clerk shall cause a warning 
and notice to be posted informing the voters of the town about the election. The warning 
shall include the date and time of the election, location of the polling place or places, 
nature of the election and offices or questions to be voted upon. The notice shall contain 
information on voter registration and early or absentee voting, on how to obtain ballots, 
mark them, get help marking them and obtain new ballots in place of those accidentally 
spoiled; information about offenses relating to elections; how to get help if there is a 
problem on election day; instructions for registrants by mail; instructions for first-time 
voters: instructions on who may cast a provisional ballot; instructions on how to cast a 
provisional ballot: information on federal and state laws prohibiting fraud and 
misrepresentation: instructions on how to contact the appropriate official if a person 
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believes any of his or her rights to vote have been violated; and other appropriate 
information. The warning and notice shall be posted in at least two public places within 
each town and in or near the town clerk's office. If a town has more than one polling 
place, the warning and notice shall be posted in at least two public places within each 
voting district and in or near the town clerk 's office. The checklist shall also be posted as 
required in section 2141 of this title. 

* * * 

Sec. 26. 17 V. S.A. § 2522 is amended to read: 

§ 2522. SAMPLE BALLOTS ,1l',lD OFFICIAL VOTER ll">/FORMATIO,V CARDS 

( a) Not less than ten days before the election As soon as ballots are received by the 
town clerk, but not later than 20 days prior to any primary or general election or 10 days 
prior to any municipal election, the town clerk shall post sample ballots and official voter 
inforrnation cards in at least two public places within the town and in or near the town 
clerk's office. ff a town has more than one polling place and the polling places are not 
all in the same building, the sample ballot and official voter infonnation cards shall be 
posted in at least two public places within each voting district and in or near the town 
clerk's office. 

(b) The town clerk shall prepare the sample ballots by marking the words SAMPLE 
BALLOT prominently at the top of official election ballots. In the case of voting 
machines, tlw town clerk shall prepare the sample ballots by preparing a form similar in 
layout and format to what appears in the voting machines. 

* * * 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Early or Absentee Voters * * * 

Sec. 27. 17 V.S.A . § 2523(a) is amended to read: 

( a) Before the polls open on election day, the presiding officer shall post copies of the 
warning and notice, and the sample ballots and the official: 0;oter infonnation cards 
conspicuously in and about the polling place so that voters can reasonably be expected to 
see them before voting. 

Sec. 28. 17 V.S.A. § 2542 is amended to read: 

§ 2542. SIGNING CERTIFICATE 

There shall be printed on the face of the envelope provided for use in returning early 
voter absentee ballots a certificate in substantially the following form: 

"Early or Absentee Voter Ballots of 

(print your name) 

I, ---------~ solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the town 
(city) of State of Vermont, and that I am a legal voter in this town 
(city) . 
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(your signature) 

The early or absentee voter must sign the certificate on the outside of the envelope in 
order for the ballot to be valid. When an early or absentee voter is physically unable to 
sign his or her name, he or she may mark an "X" or take an oath swearing or affirming 
to the statement on the certificate. The officers who deliver the ballots shall witness the 
mark or oath and sign their names with a statement attesting to this fact on the envelope. 

Sec. 29. 17 V. S.A. § 2546 is amended to read: 

§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN BALLOT BOX 

( a) Upon receipt of the early or absentee voter's ballots, the election officials shall 
exemine the checklist and ascertein thet the early or absentee voter is qualified to vote, 
thet he has riot already voted in person and that the certifirnte on the envelOJ3e 
conteining the ballots is properly filled out. When the election officials are satisfied that 
the early or absef'ltee voter is legally qualified to vote, has not already voted in person 
and that the certificate is prOJ3erly filled out, they shall OJ3en the envelOJ3e conteining the 
ballots, and ,,,;1ithout unfolding the ballots or perrnitting the same to be OJ3ened or 
examined, shall have the pYOJ3er election official place a mark upon the entrance and exit 
checklists indicating tlw fact that the 1,•oter has voted by meai'/,S of an early or voter 
absentee ballot, and shall deposit the ballots in the prOJ3er ballot boxes. Such early voter 
absentee ballots shall be conuningled ,vith the ballots of voters who have voted in person, 
and thereafter treated as those ballots are treated. The town clerk or presiding officer 
shall deliver the unopened earlv voter absentee ballots to the election officials at the 
place where the entrance checklist is located. If an elections official determines that the 
certificate on the envelope is signed by the early voter, the name of the early voter 
appears on the checklist, and the earlv voter is not a first-time voter in the municipality 
who registered by mail, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, 
and deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the earlv voter is a 
.first-time voter who registered by mail, the elections official shall determine whether the 
identification required under subdivision 2563(a)(l) of this title has been submitted by 
the voter. Upon ascertaining that the proper identification has been submitted by the 
voter, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, and deposit the 
ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the proper identification has not 
been submitted, the ballot shall be treated as a provisional ballot, as provided in 
subchapter 6A of this chapter. 

(b) In the case of towns using voting nwchines, the early voter absentee ballots 
deposited under #tis section shall be deposited in ballot boxes or other secure conteiners. 
The ballot boxes or conteiners shall not be OJ3ened, and the early voter absentee ballots 
shall not be counted, until the polls are closed. All earlv voter absentee ballots shall be 
commingled with the ballots of voters who have voted in person. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Provisional Voting * * * 

Sec. 30. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6A is added to read: 
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The clerk shall deliver to each polling place on the date of the election a sufficient 
number of provisional ballot envelopes printed with a voter attestation. The attestation 
shall include: 

(1) A statement informing the applicant of the requirements for voter eligibility set 
forth in section 2121 of this title and space for the provisional voter to provide the 
information necessary for the town clerk to determine eligibility, including a place for the 
applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or she meets all 
voter eligibility requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title and the signature of the 
provisional voter signed under penalty of pehury. In addition, the attestation shall 
include the following information: 

(A) The provisional voter's place and date of birth. 

(B) The provisional voter's town of legal residence. 

(C) The provisional voter's street address or a description of the physical 
location of the applicant's residence. The description must contain sufficient information 
so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a resident of the town. 

(2) An attestation by the provisional voter that he or she submitted a properly 
completed voter application form before the application deadline. The attestation shall 
be signed by the provisional voter under penalty ofper;ury. 

(3) Space on the application for documentation of the town clerk's action. 

( 4) A statement informing the provisional voter: "Provisional balloting allows a 
provisional voter only to vote in federal elections. If you wish to vote in any other state 
or local election, you should return this form to the elections officials and file an appeal 
in superior court in the countv in which you live pursuant to section 2148 of Title 17. If 
you choose to vote by provisional ballot, after the close of the polls, the town clerk will 
determine whether you meet all eligibility requirements. If the clerk denies your 
application, he or she will inform you that the application has been denied. " 

§ 2556. PROVISIONAL VOTING 

(a) !fan individual 's name does not appear on the checklist and the individual claims 
to have submitted an application for the checklist prior to noon on the second Monday 
before the election, the election official shall allow the individual to vote provisionallv. 

(b) The provisional voter shall be given a ballot that includes only candidates for 
federal offices and an envelope with an attestation printed upon it, as described in 
section 2555 of this title, and shall complete the attestation on the envelope. Upon 
completion, the provisional voter shall seal the envelope and deposit it in a ballot box 
marked for the receipt of provisional ballots. 

(c) A provisional voter who makes a false statement in completing the attestation, 
knowing the statement to be false, shall be sub;ect to the penalties ofpehury as provided 
in chapter 65 of Title 13. 
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§ 2557. TOWN CLERK APPROVAL OF PROVISIONAL VOTER ATTESTATION 

(a) The town clerk may make such investigation as he or she deems proper to verify 
any fact stated in the application. In making the determination whether to accept the 
provisional voter's attestation, the town clerk shall determine whether the applicant 
meets all of the registration eligibility requirements. However, the town clerk may not 
require a provisional voter to complete any form other than that approved under section 
2555 of this title; nor may the board of civil authoritv require all provisional voters or 
any particular class or group ofprovisional voters to appear personally before a meeting 
of the board or routinely or as a matter of policv require provisional voters to submit 
additional information to verify or otherwise support the information contained in the 
attestation. 

(b) Within two days after the close of the polls, the town clerk shall inform each 
provisional voter of his or her action on a provisional voter's attestation. If the clerk 
reiects a provisional voter, the clerk shall also notify the provisional voter immediately of 
his or her reasons by first class mail directed to the address given in the application. 

(c) When the town clerk approves a provisional voter's attestation, the town clerk 
shall note his or her approval in the space provided on the envelope, photocopv the 
affidavit from all provisional envelopes, place all provisional envelopes with the official 
return of vote, and send all information to the secretary of state in a manner prescribed 
by the secretary. 

(d) Upon receipt of the official return of vote that contains provisional envelopes from 
any town clerk, the secretary shall open all envelopes that were approved by the 
municipal clerk, deposit the ballot in a ballot box, and count all approved ballots, adding 
the totals to the statewide count for federal offices. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Process of Voting * * * 

Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. § 2561(a) is amended to read: 

( a) At all elections using the Australian ballot system, the polls shall open no earlier 
than -s-iJc 5:00 a.m. and no later than ten 10:00 a.m. as set by the board of civil authority 
in each town unless the board of civil authority has elected to open the polls earlier than 
6:00 a.m. as provided in section 2494 of this title. The polls in all polling places shall 
close at-sew!ft 7:00 p.m. 

Sec. 32. 17 V.S.A. § 2563 is amended to read: 

§ 2563. ADMITTING VOTER 

Before a person may be admitted ·,vithin the guardrail to vote, he or she shall 
announce his or her name and if requested, his or her place of residence in a clear and 
audible tone of voice, or present his or her name in writing, or otherwise identify himself 
or herself by appropriate documentation. The election officials attending the entrance 
through the guttrdrttil of the polling place shall then verify that the person's name 
appears on one of the certified copies of the checklist for the polling place. If the name 
does appear, and if no one immediately challenges the person's right to vote on grounds 
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of identity or having previously voted in the same election, the election officials shall 
repeat the name of the person and: 

( 1) re-peG1,t the nG1,me of the person; If the checklist indicates that the person is a 
first-time voter in the municipality who registered by mail and who has not provided 
required identification before the opening of the polls, require the person to present any 
one of the following: a valid photo identification; a copy of a current utilitv bill; a copy 
of a current bank statement; or a copy of a government check, paycheck, or any other 
government document that shows the current name and address of the voter. If the 
person is unable to produce the required information, the person shall be afforded the 
opportunity to cast a provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter. 
The elections official shall note upon the checklist a first -time voter in the municipality 
who has registered by mail and who produces the required information, and place a 
mark next to the voter's name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the 
voting booth for the purpose of voting. 

(2) p/G1,ce GI, check nwrk next to his li6/,/1'le; G1,nd If the voter is not a first-time voter in 
the municipality, no identification shall be required, the clerk shall place a check next to 
the voter's name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth for 
the purpose of voting. 

(3) 61,dmit him 1,vithin the guG1,rdmit for #w purpose of voting. 

Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A. § 2567 is amended to read: 

§ 2567. REGISTERING VOTES ON VOTING MACHINES 

{_gJ_ If a voter is to register his vote upon a voting machine, he or she shall proceed, 
immediately upon being admitted within the guardrail, to a voting machine not occupied 
by another voter. He The voter shall then register his or her vote according to the 
instructions provided to voters with the machine. Upon leaving the voting machine, he or 
she shall proceed directly to the exit of the guardrail. A voter shG/,U not be 61,Umved to 
occupy GI, voting nwchine more t!wn five 1ninutes ·when other voters G1,re waiting to vote. 

(b) All polling places. regardless of whether the municipality has voted to use a 
voting machine pursuant to section 2492 of this title, shall possess at least one voting 
system approved by the secretary of state equipped for individuals with disabilities, 
including accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, to vote independently and 
privately. 

Sec. 34. 17 V.S.A. § 2569 is amended to read: 

§ 2569. ASSISTANCE TO VOTER 

( a) A voter who declares to the presiding officer that he or she wnrwt read or write 
or by reason ofphysical or mental disability is unable needs assistance to mark the ballot 
or register a vote on a machine, 61,S the case may be, shall, upon request, be directed by 
the presiding officer to a booth in which the voter n'tay be assisted in the marking or 
registering of the ballot by a person of the voter's choice or two election officials tH-£t 

person of the voter's choice, provided that the person so chosen is not t!ie employer or 
union representG1,ti've of t!ie voter desiring assistance of different partv affiliations. 

* * * 
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Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read: 

§ 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE 

+he In towns using paper ballots. the ballot boxes shall not be opened nor the ballots 
counted before the closing of the polls. In towns using voting machines. the machine 
counts shall not be viewed or printed before the closing of the polls. 

Sec. 36. 17 V.S.A. § 2582 is amended to read: 

§ 2582. PRESIDING OFFICER TO DIRECT COUNT; TRANSPORTING BALLOTS OR 
CHECKLIST 

The presiding officer shall direct the manner in which the votes are counted, subject to 
the provisions of this subchapter title and as provided for in the rules for counting ballots 
adopted by the secretary of state. Ballots shall be counted at the polling places where 
they are cast, except where the secretary of state detennines that it ·would not be practical 
because of the ty-pe of voting machine e>"f'tployed and except for baUots cast in union 
school district votes on bond issues v,;/iich, under section 706w of Title 16, shaU be 
conmiingled. upon request of the presiding officer, has issued a determination that the 
ballots should be counted elsewhere. or the checklist should be moved by two elections 
officials of different parties for the purpose of making a photocopy. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Count and Return of Votes * * * 

Sec. 37. 17 V.S.A. § 2583(b) is amended to read: 

(b) If in the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not used, as provided by 
section 2496 of this title, altemtltive material read-out sheets and other machine 
materials which i-s are used to provide equivalent security shall be sealed and stored with 
the ballots and tally sheets. 

Sec. 38. 17 V.S.A. § 2587 is amended to read: 

§ 2587. RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS 

( a) In counting ballots, election officials shall attempt to ascertain the intent of the 
voter, as expressed by his markings on the ballot which is consistent with guidance 
adopted by the secretary of state. The secretary shall adopt. by rule. guidance on 
determining whether a ballot is spoiled. If it is impossible to determine the intent of the 
voter for any office or public question, the ballot shall be counted as blank or spoiled, as 
the case may be, for that office or question; but that determination shall not control any 
other office or question on the ballot for which the voter's intent can be determined. If 
they have any doubt about the intent of the voter or any other question about a ballot, the 
election officials counting the ballot shall bring it to the presiding officer, who shall 
present the question of how to treat the ballot to the assembled election officials. The 
decision of how to treat the ballot shall be made by majority vote of the election officials 
who are present. 

* * * 
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( e) In the case of "write-in" votes, the act of writing in the name of a candidate, or 
pasting a label containing a candidate 's name upon the ballot, without other indications 
of the voter's intent, shall constitute a vote for that candidate, even though no cross is 
placed after such name. The election officials counting ballots and tallying results must 
list every person who receives a "write-in" vote and the number of votes received. On 
each tally sheet, the counters shall add together the names of candidates that are clearly 
the same person, even though a nickname or last name is used. Names of fictitious 
persons shall not be listed. 

* * * 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Recounts * * * 

Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read: 

§ 2588. FILING RETURNS 

As the count of votes for each office or public question is completed, the presiding 
officer and at least one other election official shall collect the tally sheets, enter the totals 
shown on the tally sheets upon the summary sheets, add and enter the sum of such 
figures, and sign the summary sheets. As each summary sheet is completed, the presiding 
officer shall publicly announce the results. The presiding officer and one other election 
official then shall proceed either to complete the return at once, or to store the summary 
sheets in a safe and secure place until their retrieval for completion of the return. In any 
event, no later than 24 hours after the polls close, the presiding officer and at least one 
other election official shall transfer the totals from the summary sheets to the proper 
spaces on the return, and both shall sign the return. The town clerk shall store the 
summary sheets safely so that the public cannot reasonably have access to them for a 
period of 90 days without the town clerk's consent. The original of the return shall be 
delivered to the town clerk. Within In a manner prescribed by the secretary of state and 
within 48 hours of the close of the polls, the town clerk shall deliver in person or mail to 
the secretary of state, the senatorial district clerk, the county clerk, and the 
representative district clerk, one certified copy each of the return. The town clerk shall 
also make a copy available to the public upon request. 

Sec. 40. 17 V.S.A. § 2592(k) is amended to read: 

§ 2592. CANVASSING COMMITTEES; CANVASS OF VOTES IN GENERAL OR 
SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

* * * 

(k) In the case of the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, secretary of 
state, attorney general, and auditor of accounts, the canvassing committee shall prepare 
a certificate of election but shall not sign it. The prepared certificate shall be presented 
to the official canvassing committee appointed by the general assembly, pursuant to 
chapter II, section 47 of the Vermont constitution, for their use if they desire. 
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Sec. 41. 17 V.S.A. § 2602l is amended to read: 

§ 2602l. RECOUNTS USING VOTING MACHINES 

When voting has been by machine of the tabulator type, the recount shall proceed 
according to the provisio,"ls of this section. When voting has been by ,nachine of the 
punch or the lever type, the recount shall proceed as directed by tlie court, instead of 
according to the recount procedures established by this section. In all recounts 
conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted by hand as described in sections 
2602a through 2602k of this title. 

* * * Local Elections * * * 

* * * Local Elections Using the Australian Ballot System * * * 

Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. § 2680 is amended to read: 

§ 2680. AUSTRALIAN BALLOT SYSTEM; GENERAL 

* * * 

( c) Budgets. A vote whether to use the Australian ballot system to establish the 
budget shall be in substantially the following form: 

"Shall (name of municipality) adopt its budget by Australian ballot?" 

If a budget voted on by Australian ballot is rejected, the legislative body shall prepare a 
revised budget. The legislative body shall establish a date for the vote on the revised 
budget, and shall take appropriate steps to warn a public informational meeting on the 
budget and the vote. The date of the public informational meeting shall be at least five 
days following the public notice. The date of the vote shall be at least seven days 
following the public notice. The vote on the revised budget shall be by Australian ballot 
and shall take place in the same locations that the first vote was taken. The budget shall 
be established if a majority of all votes cast are in favor. If the revised budget is rejected, 
the legislative body shall repeat the procedure in this subsection until a budget is 
adopted. Once a municipality votes to establish its budget by the Australian ballot 
system, the vote on the budget shall be taken by Australian ballot until the municipality 
votes to discontinue use of the system. 

* * * 

( g) Whenever a municipality has voted to adopt the Australian ballot system of voting 
on any public question, including except the budget revote as provided in subsection (c) 
of this section, the legislative body shall hold a public informational hearing on the 
question by posting warnings at least 10 days in advance of the hearing in at least two 
public places within the municipality and in the town clerk's office. The hearing shall be 
held within the 10 days preceding the meeting at which the Australian ballot system is to 
be used. The hearing under this subsection may be held in conjunction with the meeting 
held under subsection 2640( c ), in which case the moderator shall preside. 

* * * Presidential Elections * * * 

* * * Presidential Primary * * * 

Sec. 43. 17 V.S.A. § 2704 is amended to read: 
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§ 2704. BALLOTS 

A person voting at the primary shall be required to ask for the ballot of the party in 
which the voter wishes to vote and an election official shall record the voter's choice of 
ballot by marking the entrance checklist with a letter code, as designated by the secretary 
of state, to indicate the voter's party choice. The names of all candidates on the ballot 
shall be listed in alphabetical order. Each voter may vote for one candidate for the 
presidential nomination of one party, either by placing a mark opposite the printed name 
of a candidate as in other primaries, or by writing in the name of the candidate of the 
voter's choice. 

Sec. 44. 30 V.S.A. § 7059(e) is added to read: 

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no person acting on behalf 
of the state of Vermont or any political subdivision of the state shall require an individual 
to disclose his or her enhanced 911 address, provided that the individual furnishes his or 
her alternative mailing address. 

Sec. 45. EFFECTIVE DATES 

(a) Secs. 4 and 7 of this act shall take effect Januarv 1, 2004, unless the secretary of 
state receives a waiver, pursuant to Title III of United States Public Law 107-252, and 
files notice of that waiver with the legislative committee on administrative rules. Once a 
waiver is granted and notice filed, Secs. 4 and 7 of this act shall take effect on January 1, 
2006. 

(b) Sec. 33 shall take effect January 1, 2006. 

Sec. 46. REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ELECTIONS REFORM 

The secretary of state shall submit a report to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations, the House Committee on Local Government, and the Senate Committee 
on Government Operations before January 15, 2004, summarizing the expenditures to 
implement United States Public Law 107-252. 

ATfESTED TO: 

SP'!€AKER OF. T}i, . '.,:·· ">;"':;: ·-€~ • . di PIH 

-···-- ......... ........... ~ .... '. .... . . .... . .... . . ....... _, ______ __ 

Donald G. rvmne . 
Clerk, House of Representatives 

PRESIDENT OF TH[ SENATE. 
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( c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection an 

* * * 

31 records o a re o birth motor vehicle o erator' s 

licant's Social 

Securi number and stre ent ram the a licant's mailin address contained 

in an a atewide voter checklist or the statewide voter checklist established 
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2 on the second Saturday preceding the day of the election from no lat 1' than 

3 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, for the purpose of receiving applieations for 

4 addition to the checklist. For purposes of this subsection, a mail application or 

5 an application submitted to the department of motor vehicles in connection 

6 with a motor vehicle driver's license or an application accepted by a voter 

7 registration agency shall be considered to ha, e met the filing deadline 

8 established by this subsection if the appl · , ation is postmarked, submitted or 

9 accepted, as the case may be, by 12:00 noon of the second Saturday preceding 

10 the day of the election. 

11 (b) If a person is not eligible to register prior to the second Saturday before 

12 the day of election, but expects to be eligible on or before election day, he or 

13 she may file with the town clerk a written notice of intention to apply for 

14 addition of his or hev name to the checklist. The notice shall be filed p1ior to 

15 noon of the second Saturday preceding the day of election, and the board of 

16 civil authority town clerk shall then accept the person's application at any time 

17 before the close of the polls on election day, and act upon the application 

18 

19 

20 

21 

( c) fa person is not eligible to register p1ior to the second Saturday before 

on.-(b.) of. this section, the clerk shall, pon applicat10n, 
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3 early or absentee ballots cast by that voter shall be treated as oth 

4 or absentee ballots. 

5 ( d) In the case of annual meetings and towns that st 

6 meetings on any day preceding the first Tuesday in arch as authorized in 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

section 2640(b) of this title, the "day of electio ' shall be the first Tuesday in 

IST BY TOWN CLERKt-I:,GGAb 

1 tov1n meeting to authori2:e its 

I, 

shall be added toJthe statewide voter checklist on an ex edited basis. If an 

applicant has fa, led to state that he or she is a citizen and 1 8 vears of age, the 

town clerk shfil notify the applicant that the fonn was incomplete with 
• 

sufficienU-1me for the applicant to register before the next election. 

(b f •OfJI as p,e¥ided in this section, if tl,e. town votes to aefuoriae the 

~ v,1n ol0t-~¥e=aadi ti:ens te the eheeklist, applications shalLnoLbe;, 
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.. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK; LOCAL 
' 

(a) 

fHJfH=l_'fW~(1{1,mttftS'-fflflicffife-is-nt.'!eff.tts-t clerk shall review all applications to the voter checklist and 

shall a hat meet the re uirements o ter. Once a roved 

a lication in ormation sha l be added to the statewide voter checklist on an ex edited basis. 

If an applicant has failed to sta 'e,that he or she is a citizen and 18 years of age. the town clerk 

shall notify the applicant that the fo m was incomplete with sufficient time for the applicant to 

register before the next election. 

(b) Except as provided in this section, if the tmvn votes to authorize the tovm clerk to 

approve additions to the checklist, applications shall not be revie,,,,·ed by the board of civil 

authority, and the ap-plicable provisions of sections 2144, 2145 and 2146 of this title shall 

apply to the clerk. 

( c) If the town clerk does not determine that an applicant meets the requirements of section 

2121 of this title, the clerk shall forthwith immediately forward the application to the board of 

civil authority, which shall, in a timely manner, meet in a timely manner after the receipt of the 

application and proceed under section 2146 of this title to determine whether the applicant 

meets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants to ,he checklist. a 

quorum shall consist of three members of the board of civil authority. 

( d) Periodically, or at least ten days prior to each election, the town clerk shall for d to 

.: tt tea: d 4c~tJt.f:1~1~r:,;;1;i·J :t:vj::additionst-. h:e.:_cbeCKJ.~==mi.:.::m=:::i::mar;.:;:s::;!;m.=m:=:r::s::::==-

Sec 4 17 I( SA. § 2145 is amended to read: ; - srr:r:-
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S c. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2144b is 

§ 2144b. ADDITIONS TO CHECKLIST BY TOWN CLERK; LOCAL 

OPTION 

approve additions to the checklist =cl=e--'---'rk'-"----"'s-=---=h=a=ll-'r-=-'--=-=~==----===='--""-.::.=-="-'-"'-=:...:.__,==="----='-"= 

shall a rove those a? lications that meet the 

this title. Once a added to the statewide voter 

checklist on an ex edited basis. I an a 

licant 

that the arm was incom licant to re ister be ore the next 

election. 

(b) 

apply to the clerk. 

( c) If the town clerk does# t believe determine that an applicant meets the requirements of 

section 2121 of this title, t~r. clerk shallforth·,vith immediatelyforward the application to the 

board of civil authorir/ which shall, meet in a timely manner, after the receipt of the 

application and pro1 'd under section 2146 of this title to determine whether the applicant 

meets the requirem ,!is of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants to the checklist. a 

uorum shall co ist o three members o the board o civil authori . 

( d) Peri9I cally, or at least ten seven days prior to each election, the town clerk shall 

forward to fe board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist. 
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-,.,, 
§ 2145. APFr:tC'JrTt 

( a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the feder 

commission or by the secretary of state. The application form approved by the cecretary shall 

include: 

( 1) A statemertt il'ifonning the applicant of the requirements for pJ ce for the applicant to 

swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or shefneets all voter eligibility 

requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title licant to indicate that the 

town clerk should assi n a uni ue identi ier o this title and 

submitted by the applicant is accurate and trut~ful. The affirmation shall include the following 

information: / 

(A) The applicant's place and dd, ofbirth. 

(B) The applicant's town ofle' residence. 

(C) The applicant's stre/address or a description of the physical location of the 

a licant' s residence. ~ icient in ormation so that the town 

clerk can determine whether t 

D ursuant to subdivision 2154 a 4 o this title. 

(2) 

f-4 The vot<;y s oa~h- an~ a spac~ for a pers_on administer.in~ the voter's oath to another 

to execute the t en notification required by section 2124 of this tztle. 

3 S a e or the town clerk to document action on the a lication. 

I ~en~,d.of.;,;,, -~n &"f'Plication. 
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ents: 

"If you were provided with this form when you applied for, 

driver's license or were provided with this application form by a voter registratio 

may decline to register. If you decline to register, your failure 

confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes. " 

will remain 

"If you are submitting this application in connection with am or vehicle driver's license 

application, or renewal, or through a voter registration agenc"YI_ the office through which you 

submitted,~his application will remain confidential anz will ~ used only for voter registration 

purposes. 

(5) The following statement on application provided by the department of motor 

vehicles: "Kee the voter re istration recei ~ ed with the de artment o motor vehicles 

o to vote. ou submitted an 

a lication be ore the deadline or re 

(6) A statement infomiing the ap-jl/,irnnt: "Keep a copy of this application form. Contact 

VT LEG 165251.1 
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1 ..e¥iel1t1ed· by the-b0ard ef·etvil authority, and the applicable provisions of: 

2 

4 requirem , ts of section 2121 of this title, the clerk shall forthwith immediately 

5 forward the a '- lication to the board of civil authority, which shall, in a timely 

6 m-amleF;- meet in a timely manner after the receipt of the application and 

7 proceed under section·-2146 of this title to detennine whether the applicant 

8 meets the requirements of section 2121. For purposes of adding applicants to 

9 the checklist, a guomm shall consist of three members of the board of civil 

10 authority. 

11 ( d) Periodically, or at least ten days prior to each election, the town clerk 

12 shall forward to the board of civil authority a list of additions to the checklist. 

13 Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read: 

14 § 2145. APPLICATION FORMS 

15 (a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the 

16 federal election commission or by the secretary of state. · The application form 

17 approved by the secretary shall include: 

18 ( 1) A statement info1ming the applicant of the requirements for place for 

19 the applicant to swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he or 

20 she meets all voter eligibility requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title 

21 med spo&A~pplieant-=to=provide.::th-e infum1atiun=neues·sa-ry=fo1 tbe=lmaro 
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1 o&ei1Y:id;•a:ai~-¥I-ta:detem1ine eligibility, -including the clfYplicant's tov,rn of 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

different 
, under 

The attestation shall include the following 

(A) The applicant's place and date of birth. 

(B) The appli~ant's town oflegal residence. 

(C) The applicant's E911 street address and the mailing address, if 

different from the applicant's E911 address. 

(D)(i) the applicant's Vermont driver's license number. As used in 

this subdivision, "driver's license number" means the identifier on the motor 

vehicle driver's license issued by the commissioner of motor vehicles, the 

unique identifier issued to a person on a nondriver identification or a unique 

number issued pursuant to subdivision 2154(a)(4) ofthis title; or 

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a Vermont driver's license 

number, the last four digits of the applicant's Social Security number; or 

(iii) if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number. the 

town clerk shall contact the secretary of state and the secretary shall assign a 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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~ -~f\rr1iltestation by the .applicant that he· or she satisfies all the voter 

2 

3 

tation shall be signed by the applicant under 

5 oath to another t<i execute the written notification required by section 2124 of 

6 

Space fori \\'Il clerk to document action on the application. 

this title. 

7 (3) 

8 (4) Space for docu~'eptation ofth~ board of civil authority's action on 

9 the application. 

10 fB The following statements,_: 

11 "If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or renewed, a 
\, 

12 motor vehicle driver's license or were pr6\'ided with this application form by a 

13 voter registration agency, you may decline to'register. If you decline to 

14 register, your failure to register will remain confidential and will be used only 

15 for voter registration purposes." 

16 "If you are submitting this application in connection with a motor 

17 vehicle driver's license application, or renewal, or through a voter registration 

18 agency, the office through which you submitted this application will remain 

·, 

19 confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes." , 

21 ~ cy{tmlfltor....v,crue-lea·· ~Kee.rLthe voterregistration receipt included....:Wi ~ ~ :srx:: 
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■ ip!fttftmentsoLtl'.lOtor :vehicles ·application. Bring the receipt to the polls when 

Iication before the deadline 

for reg :strati on." 

(6~ statement infonning the applie-ant: "Keep a copy of this 

application form. Contact your tovm clerk to make sure your application has 

bee&i·eceived. Bring the copy to the polls when you go to vote. This is your 

proof you have submitted an application to the checklist before the deadline-fer . 

registration." 

(b) Except for forms included as part of a department of motor vehicles 

license application, the registration application form shall be in four copies.,. 

Gne-copy shall be retained by the a~nt; three copies shall be forwarded to 

the town clerk. In the case of applications received at voter registration 

agencies, three copies shall be forwarded to the secretary of state ,who shall 

feFv1ard the copies to the town clerk of the applicant's tovm of residence. In 

the case of forms included as part of a department of motor vehicles liceH-Se 

applicatron, the form shall be in tv,o copies. One copy shall-be retained by the 

applicant; one copy shall be forwarded to the secretary ot=-state who shall 

forward the form to the town clerk of the applicant's town of residel1€e7 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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(a) Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board shall add to :ne checklist 

posted in the town clerk's office the names of the voters adde' and the names 

omitted by mistake, and shall strike the names of persons . bt entitled to vote. 

The list so corrected shall not be altered except by: 

* * * 

(4) adding, at the polling place, the name of persons who sign a sworn 

affidavit prepared by the secretary of state tha they completed and submitted a 

valid application for addition to the checkt f that town before the deadline 

for applications and who otherwise are qualified to be added to the checklist; 

or 

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is ame ,~ed to read: 

§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST 

(a) When a voter from o ,{ town becomes a resident of another town and is 

placed on the checklist there, the clerk shall send one copy of the voter 

registration applicatio 4orm or other official notice to the clerk of the town 

f 

where the voter wa , formerly a resident, and that clerk shall strike the voter's , 

name from the o , ecklist of that town. Likewise, when a town clerk receives a 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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auth01ized his or her address to be chano-ed for votin m oses he clerk shall 

strike the voter's name from the checklist A town clerk £also strike from 

the checklist the name of any voter who files a writt!~~ uest that his or her 

name be stricken. 

(d) Except as provided in subsec7 (a) of this section, a board of civil 

authority shall only remove a nam_~ om the checklist in accordance with the 

following procedure: 

* * * 

(3) If after conduo ing its inquiry the board of civil authority is unable to 

locate a voter whose l e is on the checklist, or if the inquiry reveals facts 

indicating tha~ ti ,voter .may no longer be ~ligible ~o vote in the municipali~y, 

the board of c1 ,il authonty shall send a wntten notice to the voter. The notice 

shall be se/ y first class mail to the most recent known address of the voter 

asking the voter to verify his or her current eligibility to vote in the 

The notice shall be sent with "address con-ection requested." the 

require United States Postal Service language for requesting change of 

addres! information. (Enclosed with the notice shall be a postage paid 

pre- .l dressed return eare furm. on wh.ifb the voter- m y:.;,repl3/, sillier -ng 

wearing or affirming the voter's current place ofresidence as the 

VT LEG 163254,I 
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icipality in question and requesting that the voter's name be retained upefl 

The notice required by this subsection shall also include the A owing: 

(A) A statement informing the voter that if th 

his or her residence, or if the voter has changed 17or her residence but the 

change was within the area covered by the cheofi ist, the voter should return 

the eara form to the town clerk's office onL efore the date upon which the 

checklist is closed under section 2144 0fthis title. The statement shall also 

inform the voter that if he or she 7 1s to return the eara forn1 as provided in 

this subdivision, written affirmation of the voter's address shall be required 

before the voter is permitte 

(B) Information concerning how the voter can oontinue to be eligible 

to vote if the voter ha$ changed his or her residence to a place outside the area 

municipality within this state. 

* * * 

§ 21 A TEWID ·- • ©T-ER.f.!!ECKLI T 
~ 

he secretar all esta 1 and no • • • 
f ' 

~~- :ed .. vo.teF r: -gis_~;ation_,che~cklis~ hecklist shall se~~e# -~ · 
c.-.-=-
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a The secreta o state shall establish a uni arm statewide 

com uteri ed voter re istration checklist. This icial voter 

re istration list or all elections in the state. the statewide checklist the 

secretary shall: / 

(1) allow the town clerk to enter applicant anti voter information into the checklist: 
; 

. 
(2) notify a local elections official wh n a voter registered in that official's district ,, 

re isters in another votin district so tha • the voter ma be removed ram that district's 
# 

checklist: ,l 
,{I 

(3) provide adequate security td! prevent unauthorized access to the checklist, including 
// 

limiting the access of local elections/officials to only the portion of the checklist that applies to 

the official's district; // 

( 4) allow a town clerk ,when registering an applicant pursuant to section 2145 of this 
?, 

title the abilitv to place voti r registration information on the checklist and receive a unique 
l 

identifier for the voter is~.ued by the secretary of state. 

(b) A registered vt ter' s month and day of birth and street address if different from the 
,.; 

applicant's mailing/ address shall not be considered a public record as defined in subsection 

317(b) of Title 1. /4.ny person wishing to obtain a copy of all or a portion of the statewide voter 

checklist mus irm under ursuant to cha ter 65 o Title 13 that 

the 'ill not use an ortion o the checklist or commercial ur oses. The a irmation 

shall be fikd with the secretary of state. 

1!'1 
, · -· ~·-r ~ -, - _;_.~ .. ~----.:.A""- !;.&. ~ Jl' ... ,~----·~··· -~··=~•• ": .....,..;-:.;...----

/ ~~-----~4!.,'t-:V..,..,'.~--' • ,,. •I • • 

/, d ?::;t"',:_ -~ --
. 
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~ the·offi8fflJ,,,v0ter"'regi-strationJ ist-for aU·eiections·in the state. In establishing 

the statewide checklist, the secretary shall: 

1\ Jow local elections officials to enter a licant and voter 

5 (2) notify a .-0cal elections official when a voter registered in that . 

6 official's district registers in another voting district so that the voter may be 

7 removed from that district's checklist; 

8 (3) provide adequate security to prevent unauthorized access to the 

9 checklist: 

10 4 ensure the com 

11 checklist with information contained in the de a1iment of motor 

12 com stems. A munici al clerk whert re 
\ 

13 to section 2145 of this title shall be able to sub 't all information re uired to 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

attain a nondriver's identification. In case shall the a olicant be re uired to 

issue a uni ue number that shall become the 

nondriver's • entification number or the motor vehicle driver's license number 

(b) A registered voter's month and dav of birth, motor vehicle driver's 
·t· 

license number, nondriver identification number, Social Security number, and 

s~ acltke-ss1 i.f d_jjfer,ent fro.m Jh.(,_a,gplic,ant:.s mailing address sh.all,,.ps,~ . ~~ 
·""'-..-...... ~..--
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'1 ffldhit@lil tierirwh'en .. feg~g"WFappti~pursuanno s CllOn 1'457ffTlfis fl e 

shaft;,blJ.-emk!,,,t~regi-str~nfm:mation on tfie statewiae checklist and receive a 
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checklist must swear or affirm, under penalty ofpe_rjury pursuant to chapter 65 

of Title 13, that the person will not use any portion of the checklist for 

etj'fftfflercnd pttt pos'~ ~ tton shaU b0;filed~wi th-the ·secreta.ry ·of. state.,.~ ..-.,,. 

* * * Party Organization * * * 

Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. § 2321 is amended to read: 

§ 2321. REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

The "representative district committee" of a part9sn.all consist of those 

. 
members of the town committee residing in a rf presentative district, as finally 

established by the legislative apportionment board. A representative district 

committee may encompass less than an entire town or may extend across town 

lines, as the case may be. Su/ committee shall elect its own officers when 

called upon to meet, but it need not meet unless required to perfom1 some 

function under this tt y three members may call the first meeting by 

giving at least se¥eH five days written notice to all other members; thereafter, 

the committees all meet at the call of the chai1man chair. I..' -
Sec. 9.z .s.A. § 2322 is amended to read: 

§ 23/ . ·' SENATO RIAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

he "senatorial district committee" of a party shal! c,.211§.ifil of thos?.Sle..::;..:.1-:=-~_.a 

members of the county c9mmittee-resiaing in a senatorial district. A senatorial 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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across county lines,--as--the--eas. Such a committee shall elect it 

officers when called upon to meet, but it need not meet unless re uired to 

perform some function under this title. Any three members -ay call the first 

meeting by giving at least se¥eB five days written noti9e to all other members; 

thereafter, the committee shall meet at the call of the ehaH'ffttHl chair. 

Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2323 is amended to read· 

§ 2323. PROBATE DISTRICT COM7 TEE 

The "probate district committee'l' of. a party shall consist of those members 

of the county committee residing in a probate district. Such a committee shall 

elect its own officers when callel pon to meet, but it need not meet unless 

required to perform some ~ on under this title. The ehaim,.,. chair of the 

county committee may c'11 the first meeting by giving at least se¥eB five days 

written notice to ~v other members; thereafter the committee shall meet at the 

call of the probate' district ehatmnm chair. II -
* * *Nominations** * 

* * * Primary Elections * * * 

PBAGB,,_N MES ON BALLOT 

(a) The name of any person shall be printed upon the pnmary ballot-as a 

caudida1e for remiaaticm~~ an¥=fl}a3-e pelitieal party for any office indicated.:::i, ;;..a=m-1tt 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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1 if.-petitionS,:€~~~tJ.lw ~ ~~ o sigµatures made b.)'. l~.g~l vQt~ fi,_. 
, ; 

2 in l u,pstantially the following form, are filed with the proper official, together 
f1 
.,, j 

3 with th~'n_erson's written consent to having his name printed on the ba11ot: 

4 ST A TE OF VERMONT 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

County of ........... . ss. 

City (town) of ................... ) 

I join in a petition to plac .on the primary ballot of the .................... party 

the name of .................... , whose :~sidence is in the (city), (town) of 

.................... in the county of ................... , for the office of .................... , 

including the correct house or senate district name, to be voted for on Tuesday, 

the ............... day of September, 20 ....... ; and I certify that I am at the present 

time a registered voter and am qualified to vote for a candidate for this office. 

* * * 

( c) Representative district clerks, senatorial district clerks, county clerks, 

and the secretary of state shall not accept any petition for any candidate that 

does not contain the correct house or senate district name, county office, or 

Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2356 is amended to read: 

§ 2356. TIME FOR FILING PEr'f'ITIONS 

Primary petition~ .... slia11 be filed no sooner than the first Monday in June and 

not later th n 5:00 p.m. on the thirdMonda..y_ofJuly-pFeeeding-the-primary 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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the furty second 42nd day prior to the day of a special primary election 

Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2361 is amended to read: 

§ 2361. CONSENT OF CANDIDA TE 

A candidate for whom petitions containing sufficient 

been filed shall file with the official with whom the,.petitions were filed a 

consent to the printing of the candidate's name £ the ballot. The secretary of 

state shall prepare and furnish fom1s for this purpose. The consent sh,\11 set 

forth the name of the candidate, as the candidate wishes to have it printed on 

the ballot, the candidate ' s town of residence and correct mailing address. The 

consent shall be filed on or before the day primary petitions are due. Unless a 

consent is filed, the candidate 's name shall not be printed on the primary 

ballot. /J I * * * Nominations * * * 

* * Nominations by Party Committee * * * 

Sec. 14. 17 V..S.A. § 2386 is amended to read: 

§ 2386. TIME FOR FILING STATEMENTS 

ill srltements pursuant to this subchapter, except for vacancies created by 

the d~ h or withdrawal of a candidate after the primary, shall be filed not more 

t Z 60 days before the day of the general election and not later than 5:00 p.m. 

on the third day following the _primary electi_on. 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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n the case of the death or withdrawal of a candidate after the mm_ 

election, the party committee shall have seven days from the date of the 

withdrawal to nominate a candidate. In no event, shall a statement ~e filed 

later than 40 days prior to the election. 

* **Nominations*** 

* * * Miscellaneous Prov7· sions :I' * * 

Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2412 is amended to read: 

§ 2412. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY/ 

A candidate who has been validly nomi ated by one of the methods 
If 

/; 

prescribed in this chapter shall have al ight to withdraw his or her candidacy 

up unt~l 5:00 p.~1. on the 47~h d/ !,)~fore the. day of ~he election ~hird day 

followmg the pnmary by filmo/a wntten notice of withdrawal with the town 

clerk in case of a candidate {6~ justice of the peace, and with the secretary of 
I 

state in case of all other offices. The name of a candidate who has withdrawn 
' 

shall not be printed on the ballot. After that date, if the candidate has filed a 
I' 

; 

written notice of wit/cirawal, the town clerk or secretary of state may still 
/ 

I 

remove the candic:llite's name from the ballot up until a the printing deadline 

whieh he sht liely aHBO!Hlee ahea!I eftime. 

Sec. 16. ')·--~ .A.§ 2457(a) is amended to read: 

(a) T !secretary of state shall organize regional workshops for election 

/ • 

off} -·fa ls, proyi_de-them witti ir{formitioria mate.rials about the conduct of 
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l:-Of the election, the board of civil auth01ity shall appoint a 

sufficient number of voter f.rom each voting district to serve as assistant 

election officers in their respective polling places. The board of civil authority 

may appoint residents of a voting district who are 16 or 17 vears old to serve as 

assistant elections officers in their respective polling places. As far as 

possible, the board shall attempt to appoint an equal number of persons from 

each major political party. Each assistant election officer shall be sworn prior 

to entering on the performance of his or her duties. An assistant town clerk 

ma 9 oe1"'1e-~ as8i stant elections officer, regardless of his or her residence:-

Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is added to read: 

§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE ,. 
The secretary of state shall adopt rules_ to .€sfablish a uniform and 

nondiscriminatory complaint procedure to be used bv any person who believes 

that a violation of this/ 1tle or any other provision of Title III of United States 

is_ocGurrin ~~~~ccur. For 
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x:k_j?/Y6 
S"t!.t F?. , } r ~ . &45-i ·s amended~o~read; , 

, ,, 
~·-1 •~, . 

§ 2451. BOARD.OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 
~ 

.... ~ .... ~ 

T~e-b_oard of ci~il a~~~ve ch~rge of the conduct. of elections within. t~e politic.al 

subdivision for which it is elected. At {!tfJJ. time before an election, the board of civil authority 
e 

may adopt guidance for election officials that assistio.fficials in conducting elections within the 

political subdivision. A quorum of the board of civil author'ffy , shall be available at all times 

when the polls are open, and those members of the board of civil authon PCfJ.ent at a polling 

place shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business relating to the conauet.,.of the 

elsctiori,.wu;i.Jbi:...q.~-a.lia&0f,lKJ1.us. at this polling place. 
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§ 2451. BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 

The board of civil authority shall have charge of the conduct of 

subdivision for which it is elected. At an time be ore an elect"6n the board o civil authori 

may issue guidance for elections officials that assist officials in conducting elections within the 
A' 

/, 

political subdivision. In no case, may guidance issuetl by the board conflict with federal or 
j-' 

state elections laws. A quorum of the board of cjf il authority shall be available at all times 
/ :.. 

when the polls are open, and those members of tile board of civil authority present at a polling 
•' .1 

place shall constitute a quorum for the transliction of business relating to the conduct of the 
l 

election and the qualification and registration of voters at this polling place. 

Sec. 17a. 17 V.S.A. § 2454 is amenped to read: 

§ 2454. ASSISTANT ELECTIOl>f OFFICERS 

{gJ_ Prior to the day of the, election, the board of civil authority shall appoint a_sufficient 

number of voters from each voting district to serve as assistant election officers in their 

respective polling place{ As far as possible, the board shall attempt to appoint an equal 
,1. 

number of persons f ¢ m each major political party. Each assistant election officer shall be 
{' 

sworn prior to en~/ring on the pe,jormance of his or her duties. An assistant town clerk may 

serve as an assi/iant elections officer. regardless of his or her residence. 
l 

(b) The b8~rd of civil authority may appoint residents of a voting district who are I 6 or 17 
Jc-· 

serve as assistant elections o icers in their res • • laces. Youth 

assista t election o icers shall have the same duties as adult assistant election o icers but 

ervision o adult election o icials. 
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informal roceedin to hear com laints for all com ainants unless a formal 

hearing is requested. Formal complaints held ptJL ant to this section shall be 

secretary may be appealed to the superior;court in the county where the 

individual resides. .,I 
* * * Condu9t of Elections * * * 

* * * Ballots * * * 

Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is amended to read: 

§ 2474. CHOICE OF PAR!"Y 

(a) A person nominate'd by any means for the same office by more than one 
/ 

political party, at !er ~ <lays befu<e lhe day eflhe not later than the second 

Friday following the primary election may elect the patty or parties in which 

/ 
the nominee wi I be a candidate. The nominee shall notify in writing the 

secretary of . tate or town clerk, as the case may be, of such choice, and only 

parties which the nominee so elects shall be p1inted next to the 

• 
nomi/ e's name on the ballc1t. 

(~ tate ·or'congressional office wlio is~the nominee of two 

or more political parties shall file with the secretary of state, at least 36 days 
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election, a statement designating for which party the votes cast f01 him or her 

shall be counted for the purposes of determining whether his or her designated 

party shall be a major political party. The party so · ~ ated shall be the first 

• party to be printed immediately after the cand1 ate's name on the ballot. If a 

L 
candidate does not file the statement at lea,st 36 days before the date of 

-1 

7 election, the secretary of state shall de,signate by lot the party to be printed 

8 immediately after the candidate's name. 

9 * * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

10 * :" * Voting Machines* * * 

11 Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 24Ql is amended to read: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

i 

§ 2491. POLITICA1;/SUBDIVISION MAY USE VOTING MACHINES 

A town may v0te at any annual or special meeting to employ mechanical eF 

electronic dev ·' ("voting machines") for the registering and counting of 
// 

votes in su~sequent elections. Voting machines may be used in combination 

with th (.per ballots described in the preceding subchapter, so that each voter 

may: 'choose whether to use a paper ballot or a voting machine to cast his or her 

• f the town so _yote_~ .. 
~-='. 
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§ 2492. LEG ISLA~ ~ CH TO OBTAIN VOTING MACHINES 

W If a town votes to use voting machines, in wf~ or in part, fot.4 Z .g in 

subsequent elections at least six months prior to the next,primarv or general 

election, the legislative body shall make-a-mHgemeffifi-te rent or purchase 

voting machines of.standard make, approved>by the secretary of state,eapable 

_.(:' ·--1· • 1- ----1 ---··--:--~ ./ .(:' • ,.I • • 1.. t:t1.~!umg a sunpl'e-tttttt-tt1tt•,•1::tttettt:t:aeans Or votmg anu ascertammg tue true 
I/ 

result. The town shall be responsible for all expenses attendant upon the 

purchase or rental of voting;fnachines and the secretary of state shall furnish 

l 
the ballots. Other electio'n materials which are not particular to voting 

" 
machines shall be prepared at state expense, under the direction of the 

,I 

secretary of st9'r/, except for local elections, which shall be governed by 
./ 

-l--1-V~~ section 2682 of this title. 

fbhffhe secretary of state may attach conditions to the appFe¥-at-Of-a voting 

ma€l • ff;!;;;:. it necessary to further the p-llfp€>SCS of this chapter. 

. , r,A. §. 2 493 is a ,n read: -....~---~==--. .. ..._...___ 

17 § 2493. 1\TIONS RULES FOR USE OF VOTING MACHINES 
,·'ft;; 

·,·'l..,__,,._, 

18 

19 

The secretary of state shal11?1ake regulations for the use of voting macffiHe57 

These regulations may c-over any of the foll.o:.ving: 

20 (-½-The-forma.t-ofmachine programs for the priinary,,and general 

21 efeet-iollSf -

VT LEG 163254.1 



I( 460 

S~1"7'1"'."'S~~ • •~ to read: 

§ 2493. REGUL1T!OlVS RULES FOR TtSE""O' 

(a) 
regul 

(4) Security before a:'td after the election; 

(5) Obtaining a,'ld i"Ccording machine totals; 
r/ I ,/' 

(6) Duties of election officials; .f .f 
(7) Availability ofn'tachines during polling hoilrs; 

.,;l 

7 
7' 

P. 22 a 

(8) Disposition of checklists, summary sheets and machine materials after the election; 
; 

(9) Other matters pertai,'ling to the proper use of voting machines under this title. 

The secretary of state shall adopt rules~ governing the use and the selection of any voting 
·• j 

,nachine in the state. These rules may include requirements that: 
,' 

f 

(1) All municipalities that havi/ voted to use a voting machine shall use a uniform voting 
/ 

machine approved by the secreta,jl of state. 
,1' 

(2) The secretary ofstai~ shall provide for the securitv of voting machines at all times. 
A 

1.1 

(3) All voting maehines shall be set to re;ect a ballot that contains an overvote and 
l ,'. 

provide the voter the opportunity to correct the overvote, have the ballot declared spoiled, and 

obtain another ball%:.' If an early voter absentee ballot contains an overvote, the elections 
/I 

official shall ovff~ide the voting machine and count all races except any race that contains an 

overvote. /' 
17 

(' 
machines shall be set not to re ·ect undervotes. 

(b) lEach voting machine shall be tested using official ballots that are marked clearly as 
..• ' ... :·:· ~--~ -· i,W:;,r,• ~~ 

"te , allots" at least ten days prior to aa..el.ecti{}n~-;,:-r:;~-:;z;~::.:. ::·--:- • ,_,- ••• •• ·-.-·· . • ~-.--- •• -~ ~· 
.-"'~ . 
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2 (3) 'The content of all voter instruction materials provided by a to\vn; 
\ 

3 (4) Se~urity before and after the election; 
",>:. 

4 (5) Obtaining and reeording machine totals; 

5 (6) Duties of election officials; 

6 (7) Availability of machines during polling hours; 

7 (8) Disposition of checklists, summary sheets and machine materials 

8 after the election; 

9 (9) Other matters pertaining to the proper use of voting machines undef 

10 this title. 

11 The secretary of state shall adopt rules governing the use and the selection 

12 of any voting machine in the state; These rules may include requirements that: 

13 (1) All municipalities that have voted to use a voting machine shall use a 

14 uniform voting machine approved by the secretary of state. 

15 (2) The secretarv of state shall provide for the security of voting 

16 machines at all times. 

17 (3) All voting machines shall be set to reject any ballot that contains an 

18 overvote and provide the voter the opportunity to be notified of the overvote, 

19 have the ballot declared spoiled, and obtain another ballot. 

20 '· (4) -.Ml .voting macb,i,r.ies shall he set to not reject undervotes. ~-· ~-
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(b) Eac1tVtffl'fi'g'l1'fa't'lrffle"'slia'.ll' bet tes-ted trsrrtg ·offidal ballots that are 

Sec. 23. 17 V.S.A. § 2494 is amended to read: 

§ 2494. CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER LAWS 

Except as this subchapter affects the meth~ · registering votes and 
,:J· 

ascertaining the result, the laws of this st t f pertaining to elections shall be 

applicable. The laws pertaining t~,l arly or absentee voters shall in no way be 
/ 

affected by this subchapter, an
1
tj votes cast by early or absentee voters shall be 

/ 
counted with votes registeF6d on voting machines. In towns using voting 

/ 
/ 

machines, the board of bvil authority may vote to open polling places at 

I 
5:00 a.m., provided that at least three elections officials are present, two of 

/ 
whom are frouf different parties, solely for the purpose of checking voters who 

voted bv e . ly voter absentee ballot off the checklist and depositing the ballots 
'I y 

into the } allot box or votin machine. If all earl voter absentee ballots have 

r 
7:00 p.m., the elections officials shall continue to deposit ballots using the 

same procedure as provided in subsection 2561 (b) of this title, treating each 

VT LEG 163254.1 



H. 460 P. 24 a 

Sec. 24. 17 V.S.A. § 2499(b) is amended to read: 

(b) The checklist or sentee httllots, tttlly 
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-tJ:ie-euir"'3oce checklist, anc:lothei: machine materials shall be} sealed in the ballet 

' the secretary as soon as all the votes have been counted. 

Before sealing the entrance checklist, the town clerk shall make a photocopy of 

the entrance checklist and retain the photocop;v of that checklist in the town 

clerk's office as a public record. The container and contents shall be secured 

amt strore~s provided :in-section 2590 of this title. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Warnings, Notices, and Other Voter Informati 

Sec. 25. 17 V.S.A. § 2521 is amended to read: 

§ 2521. W ARi"'JINGS AND NOTICES 

(a) Not less than 30 days before the elec ion, the town clerk shall cause a 

warning and notice to be posted infonning the voters of the town about the • 

election. The warning shall incl d~ e date and time of the election, location 

of the polling place or place , nature of the election and offices or questions to 

be voted upon. The not'L hall contain infonnation on voter registration and 

early or absentee v , ting, on how to obtain ballots, mark them, get help 

marking them and obtain new ballots in place of those accidentally spoiled; 

informatio94"out offenses relating to elections; how to get help ifthere is a 

on election day; instructions for registrants by mail; instructions for 

how to cast a rovisionalballot·Jnformation on federal and state laws 
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how to contact the 

2 appropriate official if a person believes any of his or her rights to vote have 

3 been violated; and other appropriate information. The warning and notice shall 

4 be posted in at least two public places within each town and in r near the town 

5 clerk's office. If a town has more than one polling place, tlie warning and 

6 notice shall be posted in at least two public places within each voting district 

7 and in or near the town clerk's office. The checklist shall also be posted as 

8 required in section 2141 of this title. 

9 * * * 

10 Sec. 26. 17 V.S.A. § 2522 is amended to read: 

11 § 2522. SAMPLE BALLOTS .'\ND OFFICIAL VOTER INFORMATION 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

CARDS I 
/ 

(a) Not less than te/ days before the election As soon as ballots are 

received by the townA~lerk, but not later than 20 davs orior to the election, the 

I 
town clerk sha11 post sample ballots and official voter information cards in at 

I 
least two pubic places within the town and in or near the town clerk's office. 

If a town /as more than one polling place and the polling places are not all in 

the sa, building, the sample ballot and-efficial voter information cards shall 

be i.ted in at least two public places within each votin~ district and in.o near 
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2 

3 

4 

SAMPLE BALLOT prominently at the top of official election bal,l-ots. In-the 

5 machines. 

6 * * * 

7 * * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

8 * * * Early or Ab~entee Voters * * * 

9 Sec. 27. 17 V.S.A. § 2523(a) is ame_nded to read: 
/I 

l O (a) Before the polls open on election day, the presiding officer shall post 
,; 

11 copies of the warning and notice, and the sample ballots tffi6 the official voter 

12 infonnation cards conspicu9usly in and about the polling place so that voters 

13 can reasonably be expected to see them before voting. 

14 Sec. 28. 17 V.S.A. 
1
§ 2542 is amended to read: 

l 

15 § 2542. SIGNING CERTIFICATE 

16 There shall be printed on the face of the envelope provided for use in 

17 returning early voter absentee ballots a certificate in substantially the following 

18 

19 

20 

21 

"Early or Absentee Voter Ballots of 

,, 

(print your name) 
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I, , solemnly'§'weal'~or:·af finnJhat I am a resident of 

the t_o_w_n-(c-it_y_)_o_f========---' State of Vermont, ~:d-tha~~; : m a : a?' 
3 voter in this town ( city). 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

(your signature) 

The early or absentee voter must sign the certificate on the outside of the 

envelope in order for the ballot to be valid. When,.an early or absentee voter is 
~ 

physically unable to sign his or her name, he or: she may mark an "X" or take 

an oath swearing or affirming to the statement on the certificate. The officers 

who deliver the ballots shall witness the .mark or oath and sign their names 

with a statement attesting to this fact on the envelope. 

i Sec. 29. 17 V.S.A. § 2546 is amended to read: 

§ 2546. DEPOSIT OF EA

7
RLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN 

BALLOT BOX 

(a) Upee receipt •t e early er abseHtee ¥0ter's !,allots, the eleeti0H 

officials shall examine the checkliGt and ascertaiH that the early or absentee 

voter is qualifi/ to vote, that he has not already voted in person and that the 

certificate on tae envelope containing the ballots is properly filled out. 'Nhen 

the electionlrficials are satisfied that the early or absentee voter is legally 

qualii to vote, has not already v~ted :n ~erso~ and ~h~t the certificate-it; 

prefl,ei·ly filled out, th~ s]lall ·open tlie envelope containing the ballots, and 
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without uafulding the ballots er l''eimitting the same teJ,e Ojl@Hed er •~ 

shall ha•,e the proper election offic...fal-pJace a mark upon the entrance a • 

=~::::•::~~,:;,:a::::s:•:: ::l::::t::•:r 
Such early Yoter absentee ballots shall be comm ~ d s 

¥eter,; whe ha¥e ¥eted iH pers'"', aed th.,.after lreat-rs• ballets are 

treated. The town clerk or presiding officer shall del iver the unopened early 

I 
voter absentee ballots to the election officials at/the place where the entrance 

,I 
checklist is located. If an elections officiaLdetermines that the certificate on 

the envelope is signed by the early voter, the name of the early voter appears 

on the checklist, and the early voter .is not a first-time voter who registered by 

mail, the elections official shall mark the checklist, open the envelope, and 
I, 

deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box or voting machine. If the early voter 

, 
is a first-time voter who registered by mail, the elections official shall 

I 
determine whether the identification required under subdivision 2563(a)(l) of 

this title has been submitted by the voter. Upon ascertaining that the proper 

identification has been submitted by the voter, the elections official shall mark 

the checklist, open the envelope, and deposit the ballot in the proper ballot box 

or voting machine. If the proper identification has not been submitted, the 
_-;----

hallo 1 be treated as a • ional ballot as-~ a ter 6A of 

this chap er. 
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ballots deposited under this section shall be deposited in ballot boxes or other~ 

seeure containers. The ballot boxes-er-containers shall not be opened, and--the/ 

early voter absentee ballots shall not be counted, unt-H· --me-E.etil-S-il~-€ff~/ a-:. All 

earl voter absentee ballots sha11 be commin 

have voted in person. 

* * * Conduct of Elections 1:* * 

* * * Provisional Vot"ng * * * 

~ 
Sec. 30. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6A is added to read: 

/f ,, 
Subchapter 6A. Provisional Voting and Voter Affirmation 

§ 2555. PROVISIONAL B!tLOT ENVELOPES 

The clerk shall deli~ to each polling place on the date of the election a 
/ 

sufficient numbfr of provisional ballot envelopes printed with a voter 
/ 

attestation. The attestation shall include: 
/?. 30(:L. 

• ,.,(l) ·A. statement informing the aoplicant of the requirements for voter 

tifle and s ace for the rovisional 

-~-
voter to provide the infonnition n~cessary for the town clerk to determine 

-
eligibility, including a place for the applicant to swe~r or affirm, bv checking 

the appropriate box, that he or she meets all voter eligibilitv requirements set 

"""· 
20 forth in section 2121 of this title and the signature of the provisional.voter -
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et orth 

necessary for the town clerk to determine eligibilitv, including a :.P- 'ace for the applicant to 

swear or affirm, by checking the appropriate box, that he ,ar she meets all voter eligibilitv 

requirements set forth in section 2121 of this title and the signature of the provisional voter 

signed under penalty of per;ury. In addition,, the attestation shall include the following 

information: 
.y 

(A) The provisional voter,'£5lace and date of birth. 
./ 

(B) The provisionq]l<!oter ' s town oflegal residence. 

(C) The vrovisional voter's street address or a description of the physical location of 
'7 

the applicant's Pt!Sidence. The description must contain sufficient information so that the town 
~$ '-

clerk can1deiermine whether the applicant is a ,:esidefJL.of-the:towft:~Jir'B.'-•· • • "' • -
~--✓- ~.L.=L---: =· . --
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I ~ed .. under penalty ofperjurv. • In addition, the attestation shall include th&~~ 

2 follow ing information: 

3 

..... 
"' 
(A1 The provisional voter's place and date of birth. 

4 (B) Th~ p~ovisional voter's town oflegal residence. 
ct 

5 (C) The pro~lsjonal voter's E91 l street address and mailing address, 
') 

6 if different from the provisional voter's E911 address. 

' 7 (D)(i) the applicant's Ve1mont driver's license number. As used in 
' ·" 

8 this subdivision, "driver's license numb'er" means the identifier on the motor 

~ 

9 vehicle driver's license issued by the commissioner of motor vehicles, or the 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

unique identifier issued to a person on a nondriver identification; or 
• ....... ' 

(ii) if the applicant does not possess a Verm6nt driver's license 

number, the last four digits of the applicant's Social Security number; or 

(iii) if the applicant does not possess a Social Security number, the 

town clerk shall contact the secretary of state and the secretary shall assign"a ._ 

uat~dentifier: for the -applicant. 

18 deadline. The attestation shall be signed by the provisiona 

19 of perjury. 

20 (3) Space on the applicatio_n for documentation~of the 

21 action. 
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allows a provisional voter only to vote in federal elections. If you wish to vote 

in any other election, you should return this form to the elections officials and 

file an appeal in superior court in the county in which you live pursuant to 

determine whether vou meet all eligibility requirements. If the clerk denies 

vour application, he or she will inform you that the application has been 

denied." 

§ 2556. PROVISIONAL VOTING 

(a) If an individual's name does not appear on the checklist and the 

individual claims to have submitted an application for the checklist prior to 

noon on the second Saturday before the election, the election official shall 

allow the individual to vote provisionally. 

(b) The provisional voter shall be given a ballot that includes only 

candidates for federal offices and an envelope with an attestation printed upon 

it, as described in section 2555 of this title, and shall complete the attestation 

on the envelope. Upon completion, the provisional voter shall seal the 

envelope and deposit it in a ballot box marked for the receipt of provisional 
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attestation, knowing the statement to be false, shall be subject to the penalties 

of perjurv as provided in chapter 65 of Title 13. 

§ 2557. TOWN CLERK APPROVAL OF PROVIS-IONAL VOTER 

ATTESTATION 

(a) The town clerk may make such investigation as he or she deems prooer 

to verify any fact stated in the appli_~aL . In making the determination 

whether to accept the provisional voter's attestation, the town clerk shall r 
determine whether the applicant meets all of the registration eligibility 

I 
requirements. However, the town clerk may not require a provisional voter to 

complete any form other than that approved under section 2555 of this title; 

nor mav the board of civil authority require all provisional voters or any 

particular class or group of provisional voters to appear personallv before a 

meeting of the board or routinely or as a matter of policy require provisional 

voters to submit additional information to verify or otherwise support the 

infom1ation contained in the attestation. 

(b) Within two days after the close of the polls, the town clerk shall inform 

each provisional voter of his or her action on a provisional voter's attestation. 

If the clerk rejects a provisional voter, the clerk shall also notify the 

P~<?visional voter immediately of his or her reasons by telephone and by first 

- =~ 
class mail directed to the addr_e.ss..g~ven 'nllieapplication. 

--=--· 
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photocopy the affidavit from all provisional envelopes, place all provisional 

/' 
envelopes with the official return of vote, and send all infonnafion to the 

secretary of state in a manner prescribed by the secretary. 
/' 

'r 

(d) Upon receipt of the official return of the vote that contains provisional 
/2 

// 
envelopes from any town clerk, the secretary ,shall open all envelopes that were 

/. 

/2 
approved by the municipal clerk, deposit:,.t e ballot in a ballot box, and count 

~ 

all approved ballots, adding the total · to the statewide count for federal offices. 
/ 

* * * CoKduct of Elections * * * I • 

* ? *Process of Voting* * * 
/ 

Sec. 31. 17 V.S.A. § 25~'l(a) is amended to read: 
I, 

(a) At all elections using the Australian ballot system, the polls shall open 

I 

no earlier than~ 6:00 a.m. and no later than teH 10:00 a.m. as set by the 

board of civiJ !authority in each town unless the board of civil authority has 

elected to open the polls earlier than 6:00 a.m. as provided in section 2494 of 
I 

/ 
this title. The polls in all polling places shall close at seven 7:00 p.m. 

~(" ""l:;.,,_~ ~ 'j(iJ: i& amend~d,,t0;read-· ,_. """""-----=----=-.... ... ~--- ---=:=......-

§ 2563. ADMI ER 

20 Before a person may be admitted within tlie"iuardraij_~ r she shall 
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§ 2563. ADMIITING VOTER 

Before a person may be admitted within the guardrail to vote, he or 7ai~hall announce his 

or her name and if requested, his or her place of residence in a clear an audible tone of voice, 

or present his or her name in writing, or otherwise identify himself or herself by appropriate 

documentation. The election officials attending the entranc through tlie gu€lrdrail of the 

polling place shall then verify that the person's name appe s on one of the certified copies of 

the checklist for the polling place. If the name doe appear. and if no one immediately 

challenges the person's right to vote on grounds of;-i~ ntity or having previously voted in the 

same election, the election officials shall repeat the name of the person and: 

( 1) repe€lt the nmne of the person; If the checklist indicates that the person is a first-time 
# 

voter in the municipality who registered by mail and who has not provided required 

identification before the opening of the polls. require the person to present anv one of the 

following: a valid photo identificapon; a copy of a current utility bill; a copy of a current bank 
I 

statement; or a copy of a government check. paycheck, or any other government document that 

shows the current name and address of the voter. If the person is unable to produce the 

required information. the person shall be afforded the opportunity to cast a provisional ballot, 
; 

as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter. The elections official shall note upon the 

checklist a first-time voter in the municipality who has registered by mail and who produces the 

required information. and place a mark next to the voter's name on the checklist and allow the 

voter to proceed to the voting booth for the purpose of voting. 

(2) pl€lce €l check mmk next to his n€lrne; €lrtd If the voter is not a first-time voter in the 

municipality. no identification shall be required, the clerk shall place a check next to the 

~name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth [or the purpose 

ii'ifm:ffj 
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ot ise identify himself or herself by appropriate documentation. The 

electio· officials attending the entrance through the guardrail shall then verify 

that the pe ,:son's name appears on one of the certified copies of the checklist 

for the polling lace. If the name does appear, and ifno one immediately 

challenges the pei;son's right to vote on grounds of identity or having 

previously voted in the same election, the election officials shall repeat the 

name of the person and: ' 

(1) ~t the name of the person if the checklist indicates that the 

person is a first-time voter who' registered bv mail who has not provided 

required identification before the opening of the polls, require the person to 

present any one of the following: a valid photo identification; a copv of a 

current utility bill; a copy of a current bank·statement; or a copy of a 

government check, paycheck, or any other government document that shows 

the current name and address of the voter. If the person is unable to produce 

the required information, the person shall be afforded the opportunity to cast a 

provisional ballot, as provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter. The elections 

official shall note upon the checklist a first-time voter who has registered by 

mail and who produces the required information and place a mark next to the 

voter's name, and admit the voter within the guardrail for the purpose of 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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EJ~-aamit hi1I¥£within. thes:guardrail SorAhe·purpose of , ,oiing., -~ 

Sec. 33. 17 V.S.A. § 2567 is amended to read: 

§ 2567. REGISTERING VOTES ON VOTING MACHINES 

{ill_ If a voter is to register his vote upon a voting maoliine, he or she shall 

proceed, immediately upon being admitted within tlc;uardrail, to a voting 

machine not occupied by another voter. l,re'The voter shall then register his or 

her vote according to the instructions,provided to voters with the machine. 

Upon leaving the voting machine, he or she shall proceed directly to the exit of 

the guardrail. A voter shall,not be allovled to occupy a voting maehlfle-mere 

than five minutes when other voters are waiting to vote. 

(b) All towns, regardless of whether the town has voted to use a voting 

machine pursuant to section 2492 of this title, shall possess at least one voting 

system approved by the secretary of state equipped for individuals with 

disabilities. including accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, to vote 
/ 

ind,lr,endently and privately. 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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3 (a) A voter who declares to the presiding officer that he or she cannot read 

4 or write or by reason of physical or mental disability) s unable needs assistance 

5 to mark the ballot or register a vote on a machine, as the case may be, shall, 

6 upon request, be directed by the presiding officer to a booth in which the Yoter 

7 may be assisted in the marking or registering of the ballot by a person of the ...,, 

8 voter's choice or two election officials or a person of the voter 's choice, 

9 provided that the person so chosen is not the employer or union representative 

10 of the voter desiring assistance of different party affiliations. 

11 * * * 

12 Sec. 35. 17 V.S.A. § 2573 is amended to read: 

13 § 2573. NO COUNTING BEFORE POLLS CLOSE 

14 +he In towns using paper ballots, the ballot boxes shall not be opened nor 

15 the ballots counted before the closing of the polls. In towns usin!l voting 

16 machines, the machine counts shall not be viewed or printed before the closing 

17 
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;!DING OEElGER,TODIRECT-C<:5tfNT; TRANSPORTING 

BALLOTS OR CHECKLIST 

The presiding officer shall direct the manner in which the votes are counted, 

subject to the provisions of this subcha-pter title L s provided for in the rules 

/ 
for counting ballots adopted by the secretary of state. Ballots shall be counted 

at the polling places where they are c t, except where the secretary of state 

aeteffilines that it would-not be 7actical because of the type of:voting machine 

employed and except for ballots cast in union school district votes on bond 

issues ,vhich, under secticfu 706w of Title 16, shall be commingled, upon 

request of the presiding officer, has issued a determination that the ballots 
1 

should be counted elsewhere, or the checklist should be moved by two 

elections officials of different parties for the purpose of making a photocopy. 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

, ***Count and Return of Votes** * 
r . ia..... -

~ -'=~~-~-S.J\;-. -§ 2-S:83(b) is-amended to read: 

§ 2583 . OFFICTAb--CHECKLIST TO BE TALLIED 
~~ 

* * * 

(b) If in the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not used, as 

provided by section 2496 of this title, alternative-material the enfrance 

clffl&lel:ist.,.read:::aut sheets..-:and other machine materials-which i-s-are used to .,._ --r 
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·---~~~-~-,-~?Z1*"'~=,·-,-.ii.'~~~:,,':'!"''!"'~~;,......!"±·~ ... -,,,~~!~,.:J"", """"'­

~,<"' 

(b) If in the case of voting machines an exit checklist is not y,seil, as provided by section 
;IP 

--~ J • 

2496 of this title, altemati11e material read-out she,etn in'tl o ther machine materials which is are 
.t_.•i.. • • 

used to provide equivalent secyrity sJi~ll be sealed and stored with the ballots and tally sheets. 
;?,""-­

;,-' ."~~--

The entranc~A}1:oc.,/ffis1: ·shall be stored in the same manner as provided in section 2590 of this 

n:tr.cm~hee.klts•tr-.s-ha.lkb.etstaxed:in and 

tally sheets and shall be secured for a period of 15 days. 
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Sec. 38. 17 V.S.A. § 2587 is amended to read: 

§ 2587. RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS 

(a) In counting ballots, election officials shall attempt to ascertain the intent 

of the voter, as expressed by his markings on t , e ballot which is consistent 

with guidance adopted by the secretary of state. The secretary shall adopt. by 

rule, guidance on determining whetL ballot is sooiled. If it is impossible to 

determine the intent of the voteta r any office or public question, the ballot , 
shall be counted as blank or spoiled, as the case may be, for that office or 

question; but that determination shall not control any other office or question 

on the ballot for which the voter's intent can be determined. If they have any 

doubt about the intent of the voter or any other question about a ballot, the 

electibn officials counting the ballot shall bring it to the presiding officer, who 

s-'11 present the question of how to treat the ballot to the assembled election 

officials. The decision of how to treat the ballot shall be made by majority 

vote of the election officials who are p~sent. 

* * * 
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~ s, the act of writing in the name of a 

candidate, or pasting a label contamin: . didate's name u on th • llot, 

without other indications of the voter's intent, shall constitute a vote for that 

candidate, even though no cross is placed after such name. T,he election 

officials counting ballots and tallying results must list evi person who 
I 

receives a "write-in" vote and the number of votes r lceived. On each tally 

sheet, the counters shall add together the namestcandidates that are clearly 

the same person, even though a nickname o 

fictitious persons shall not be listed. / 

* * * 

* * * Conduct of Elections * * * 

* * * Recounts * * * 

Sec. 39. 17 V.S.A. § 2588 is amended to read: 

§ 2588. FILING RETURNS 

Names of 

As the count of votes for each office or public question is completed, the 

presiding officer and at least one other election official shall collect the tally 

sheets, enter the totals shown on the tally sheets upon the summary sheets, add 

and enter the sum of such figures, and sign the summary sheets. As each 

summary sheet is completed, the presiding officer shall publicly announce the 

results. The presiding officer and one other election official then shall proceed 

ei~ )llirl"lITTi'nce, or to store the summary sheets in a safe 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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til their retrieval for completion of the return. In any event, 

no later than 24 hours after Tu p ls close, the presiding officer and at least 

the proper spaces on the return, and both shall sign the return. The town clerk 

shall store the summary sheets safely so that the public cannot reasonably have 

access to them for a period of 90 days without the town c erk's consent. The 

original of the return shall be delivered to the town clerk. \!/ithin In a mam1er 

prescribed by the secretary of state and within 48Yhours of the close of the 

polls, the town clerk shall deliver in person or mail to the secretary of state, the 

senatorial district clerk, the county clerk, and the representative district clerk, 

one certified copy each of the return. J'he town clerk shall also make a copy 

available to the public upon request. 

Sec. 40. 17 V.S.A. § 2592(k) is amended to read: 

§ 2592. CANVASSING COMMITTEES; CANVASS OF VOTES IN 

GENERAL OR SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

* * * 

(k) In the case ?flhe offices of governor, lieutenant governor, treasurer, 

secretary of state, attorney general, and auditor of accounts, the canvassing 

committee shall prepare a certificate of election but shall not sign it. The 

20 prepared certificate shall be presented to the fjicial.G.anvass-:in~ommrtfee 

VT LEG 163254.1 
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• ted by the general assembly, pursuant to chapter II, section 47 of the 

Sec. 41. 17 V.S.A. § 26021 is amended to read: 

§ 26021. RECOUNTS USING VOTING MACHINES 

When voting has-been by mac-hine of the tabulator type the recount sh-alt 

proceed according to the provisions of this sectio/,l/hen ¥oting has been-by 

machine of the punch or the lever type, the recount shall proceed as directea-by 

the court, tnstead of according tB-the recount procedures established by this 

section. In all recounts conducted under this chapter, ballots shall be counted 

by hand as described in sections 2602a through 2602k of this title. 

* * * Local Elections * * * 

* * * Local Elections Using the Australian Ballot System * * * 

Sec. 42. 17 V.S.A. § 2680 is amended to read: 

§ 2680. AUSTRALIAN BALLOT SYSTEM; GENERAL 

* * * 

( c) Budgets. A vote whether to use the Australian ballot system to 

establish the budget shall be in substantially the following form: 

"Shall (name ,of municipality) adopt its budget by Australian ballot?" 

If a budget vot~d on by Australian ballot is rejected, the legislative body shall 

prepare a revised budget. The legislative body shall establish a date for the 
___ __..,._ 

vote ot4 the revised budget, and shall take· appropriate steps to warn a puofic 
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informational meeting on the budget and the vote. The date of the public 

e davs followin • • 

--- ,,t 
The date of the vote shall be at least seven days fol luwing 0the~puBlic notice. ,, 

The vote on the revised budget shall be by Australian ballot and shall take 
// 

place in the same locations that the first vote was taken. The bll_dget shall be 

established if a majority of all votes cast are in favor. If tl\L sed budget is 

rejected, the legislative body shall repeat the procedur m this subsection until 
I 

a budget is adopted. Once a municipality votes t<}lstablish its budget by the 
I 

Australian ballot system, the vote on the budget shall be taken by Australian 
I 

ballot until the municipality votes to discontinue use of the system. 

* * * 

(g) Whenever a municipality has voted to adopt the Australian ballot 

system of voting on any public question, including except the budget revote as 
,f 

14 provided in subsection (c) of this section, the legislative body shall hold a 

15 public infonnational hearing on the question by posting warnings at least 10 

16 days in advance of the hearing in at least two public places within the 

17 municipality and in the town clerk's office. The hearing shall be held within 

18 the 10 days preceding the meeting at which the Australian ballot system is to 

19 be used. The hearing under this subsection may be held in conjunction with 

20 the meeting held under subsection 2640( c ), i~ ieh--case the moderator shall 
f ~-

• ;ift,,:;,;.;,,-:,,-•---

21 presi~ ~-0.-
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§ 2704. BALLOTS 
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A person voting at the primary shall be required to ask-'for the ballot of the 

party in which the voter wishes to vote and an electifo'fiicial shall record the 

voter's choice of ballot by marking the entrancZ ecklist with a letter code, as 

designated by the secretary of state, to indite the voter's party choice. The 

names of all candidates on the ballot shall be listed in alphabetical order. Each 

voter may vote for one candidate for the presidential nomination of one party, 

either by placing a mark opposite the printed name of a candidate as in other 

primaries, or by writing in the name of the candidate of the voter's choice. 
0lL,~ ;/.-¥~An-~- ¥3'<.., 

Sec. 44. EFFECTivif DATES 

' ' (a) Secs. 3 and 7 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2004, unless the 

secretary of state receives a waiver, pursuant to Title III of United States 
I 

Public Law 107-252, and files notice of that waiver with the legislative 

committee on administrative rules. Once a waiver is granted and notice filed. 

Secs. 3 and 7 of this act shall take effect on January 1, 2006. 

(b) Sec/ 33 shall take ef:fe~c!t:J:an: u:a~ry~ l ::• 2~0~0~6:.. ~::::3liUt<M_.:~~i;;;willl~~'f,Sl!!IP..,....._ 
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e Notwithstandin rovision o law to the contra n behal o the 

state of Vermont or any political subdivision of the ate shall require an individual to disclose 

his or her enhanced 911 addressc:provided that the individual furnishes an alternative mailing 

~ address . .....-c:~ 
- · 
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1 Sec. . REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF ELECTIONS REFORM 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

and the Senate Committee on Gove ns before Januar 15 

2004, summaiizing the expe:~ s to implement United States Public Law 
.,,,.,.-

d this act and summarizing the results of any report bv the secretary 

mo:rytrrg=-teehnotegy.cur-ren_tly in use~bv-municipal clei·k:ss.'.-~c::::;'.?!ii=-~~ .... 
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