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Town Manager’s Office

2019 was a busy year for the Town of Bethel. In April of 2019 we were hit hard by the “rain event’ causing
over a million dollars in damage to our roads. The Road Crew and several local contractors immediately
started putting roads back together so residents, stranded by the damage, could access Town roads. It was
a difficult time for everyone and we appreciate the patience of residence as well as the kindness neighbors
showed to neighbors, by checking on them and helping out when needed. | know some residents were
frustrated by the delay between the flooding in April, the contracts being awarded, and work starting on the
permanent repairs. All of the contracts were completed by October of 2019. Stone lined ditches were put
in place, culverts upsized, culverts flushed and a temporary bridge placed at the Pinello’s on Gilead Road.
I'would personally like to thank Chris Bump, Mike Blakeslee and Ryan Slack of the State of Vermont District
4 Transportation Agency. The assistance and advice they provided to me was invaluable.

During the summer of 2019, | hope you were all able to attend at least one of the Pool Director Dietre
Feeney's spectacular Family Fun Nights. She will be continuing these themed nights over the winter and
on into the summer. With the help of many volunteers, there has been a temporary ice-skating rink installed
at the park. The winter has been a bit finicky on giving us ice making weather, but we hope that changes
and many families can enjoy it. 2020 is shaping up to be an exciting time at the Recreation Area. The
Recreation Committee is hoping to start construction on the skate park in the spring.

In November, the 2.8-million-dollar bond vote passed allowing us to move forward with the waterline
infrastructure update. Utility Director Tim Mills has been working closely with Aldrich & Elliott to put the
finishing touches on the plans. The project will go out to bid soon and start construction in the spring of
2020. This is just one phase spelled out in our Water Master Plan. We appreciate the support of the voters
and are looking forward to completing this project in our continued efforts of bringing high quality water to
the residents of Bethel.

Just a few of the items we are working on now are updating our Highway Access Policy, Class 4 Road
Policy, Personnel Policy, Policy to work in the Town’s Right of Way, starting the process on designing and
building a new Town Garage, insulating and upgrading the electrical system at the Town Office, finding
residents willing to serve on Town committees, creating a master plan for road maintenance, continuing to
search and apply for grant money to offset costs and continuing to collect delinguent taxes and utility
charges.

In June of 2019 came the resignation of Town Manager Greg Maggard. | became the Interim Town
Manager in June and was hired as the permanent Town Manager in September of 2019. | am very
excited to serve this wonderful Town and appreciate the support and kindness that have been extended
to me. | would like to take this opportunity to thank the Town staff for their support, and the Selectboard
and the hiring committee for their confidence in me. If you have any questions, concerns or compliments
for the staff, please email me at betheltownfinance@comcast.net or call the office at 234-9340.

Respectfully,
Therese Kirby



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



