From: Schwartz, Thea [thea.schwartz@vermont.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2016 5:24 PM

To: Schmalz, Tim; Pepper, James; Ross, Chuck; Leland, Jim; Roberts, Guy
Subject: RE: Hemp Sampling and Analysis Letter DRAFT

Attachments: 20161208 Hemp Sampling and Analysis Letter DRAFT (002) TS
Comments.docx

Hello all,
Please see edits on attached draft.
The highlighted areas need exact contact info.

Also is there going to be a lottery to choose who can participate, or how will that be done? That process
should be described in the part that says contact X to participate.

Tim — please read closely to make sure that | have not changed anything so that it doesn’t reflect what
you plan to do.

Let me know if you have questions. If it is difficult to read in track changes just go to Review and click
that you don’t want to see markup.

Thea

From: Schmalz, Tim

Sent: Thursday, December 08, 2016 10:19 AM

To: Pepper, James <James.Pepper@vermont.gov>; Ross, Chuck <Chuck.Ross@vermont.gov>; Leland, Jim
<Jim.Leland@vermont.gov>; Schwartz, Thea <thea.schwartz@vermont.gov>; Roberts, Guy
<Guy.Roberts@vermont.gov>

Subject: Hemp Sampling and Analysis Letter DRAFT

Good morning,

Attached is a draft letter announcing the initiation of a hemp analytical and sampling program for
2017. Itincludes as much of what we have discussed in the last few weeks as | can recall, including
some of the rulemaking proposal, as well as our internal cost conversation.

Please comment, revise, delete and so forth.

The last paragraph is just my effort to close on a high note — the details of that should be revised by folks
with a better sense of tone than |, of course ©

Thank you all,

Tim



Timothy F. Schmalz

Plant Industry Section Chief / State Plant Pathologist
116 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05620

Office (802) 279-2090/Fax (802) 828-1410
tim.schmalz@vermont.gov

agriculture.vermont.gov
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Date

Dear XXX:

The Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets (the Agency) announces its 2017 industrial
hemp sampling and analytical pilot program. The Agency plans to offer preliminary cannabinoid analytical
services during the-2017 field season to hemp growers located in Vermont that are registered with the Agency
. Participation in the 2017 program is voluntary. The Agency also anticipates offering analysis of cannabidiol
(CBD), the acid forms of both compounds (THCA and CBDA), and cannabinol (CBN) content as part of the

analytical package. FhGrowers who chose to participate will haveis-service-will-afford-\ermentgrowersof
md-u&t—r—ra-l—hemp the opportunltv to obtain State of Vermont s%a%e—certlflcauon of tetrahydocannabmol (THC)

“ {Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5" }

%@y—eﬂe%ment—)—and—resewees—remam—semewhat—l%&eé— The Agency aims we—hepe—te—be—ab\leto
perform analyses on abeutapproximately 50 samples in 2017,-butare. It intends to plenningtoramp
dpincrease its sampling -capacity in future-yearsthe future once it streamlines the sampling process and has

more resources. The Agency’s ability to increase its sampling capacity is also dependent upon the timing of the
relocation of its laboratory from its temporary location at the University of Vermont to its new permanent
home. The Agency currently expects this relocation to occur in 2018.as-sample-processing-becomesmore
We-Agency staff will performprepese-te-perferm-field sampling of hemp prior to harvest,-. The
sampling will be scheduled to allow adequate time to provide sampling results before harvest. -Results will be
presented to growers as soon as they beceme-are available. -GrewersGrowers are-are advised that inthe
eventif the sampling results show the 0.3% THC (dry weight) statutory threshold is exceeded, we-are-the
Agency is required to and willebligated-te provide notice to local law enforcement-enrforcement{Sherriff-or

Constituents-analyzed Using high performance liquid chromatographic (HPLC) technology, the Agency
plans to analvze constituents mcludmg THC, THCA, CBD CBDA, and [CBN-witinclude THC, THCA, CBD, CBDA, Commented [STL]: not all of these acronyms have been
g As. Providing accurate and prompt spelled out above

results on these five compounds will be the Agency s focus for the 2017 program. The Agency-efficiencies
inereasewe-may find wethat it can offer additional analytess— pessrbl—y—meladmgsuch as terpenes_in the
future.

Commented [ST2]: not all of these acronyms have been
spelled out above

We-are-propesing-a-servicecharge{autherized-at-6-VSA-Section-9)-Participating growers will be

required to pay a service charge to help offset costs of sampling and analysis. The assessment of a service

charge is authorized under 6 V.S.A. § 9. -GThe service chargeste—pa#ﬂeppaﬂng—g#ewe#s— or the 2017 Qrogram
will initially-be $150.00 per sample;-. i
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The Agency will draw upon its practical experience of |mplement|ng the 2017 program in its ruIemaklng for an
industrial hemp rule, which it plans to begin in the upcoming year--suppertef-the-rulemakingprocess. -A
industrial -hemp rule will formalize sampling and analytical practices and notification procedures, and provide
aeditienalguidance and structure for the future of the Verment-hemp-program-geingforward, We
pr-epeseThe Agencv hopes to work in close partnershlp wnh-te—engage—m—Memakmg—a#eeene—year—d-Fawmg
B om registered
growers, producers, consumers, law enforcement and other interested stakeholders in developing the rule
and final program design. The Agency invites growers and members of the public to send comments,
questions, or suggestions regarding rulemaking or other hemp related issues to XX —Fhe-finalregulatory

Growers wishing-who would like to participate in the preliminary-2017 sampling and analytical

program should contact XX %Me&#@-hemp—pregmm&seerﬁs—pes&rb#ermmedlatelv—merdeﬁe {Formatted: Highlight

The Agency looks forward to continuing to work with growers to help develop |ndustr|a| hemp asa

vibrant and viable crop.

[ Formatted: Font: Not Italic

Sincerely, { Formatted: Font: Not Italic

Chuck Ross, Jr.

Secretary, Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets




