
ANNUAL REPORT
TOWN OF BOLTON, VERMONT

“LAND OF BOULDERS AND BEARS”

FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023

PLEASE TAKE THIS REPORT TO TOWN MEETING ON 
MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2024, 7:00 PM AT SMILIE MEMORIAL SCHOOL

July floodwaters on Rote 2 in Bolton reflect the summer sunset



TOWN MEETINGS  |  OFFICE HOURS
As a courtesy, please call the clerk or chair of  each board in advance to schedule your appointment.

Select Board Meetings
First and Third Mondays, 6:00 pm
Chair, Paula Gervia
Clerk, Brian Roberge

Special Select Board Meetings
Public Hearings
All scheduled as needed and warned in Seven Days

Planning Commission
Third Tuesday, 6:00 pm
Chair, Steve Barner
Clerk, Carol Devlin

Capital Planning Committee
First Wednesday, 6:30 pm (Meet as needed.)
Chair, Joss Besse
Clerk, TBD

Conservation Commission
Fourth Monday, 6:00 pm
Chair, Rotating
Clerk, TBD

Development Review Board
Fourth Thursday, 6:30 pm
Chair, Spencer Nowak
Staff: Kelly Diglio

Mt. Mansfield Unified Union School District
Please see the website for meeting information:  www.mmuusd.org

Town Office Hours
Monday - Thursday:  8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday:  closed
Town Office Phone:  802-434-5075
Town Office Fax:  802-434-6404

Zoning Hours
Planning and Zoning Administrator, Kelly Diglio
Tuesdays 10:00 am - 4 pm 
Thursdays 10:00 am - 4 pm
Zoning Phone: 802-434-5075 x225

Assessor Hours
Assessor, Ted Nelson
Wednesday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Assessor Phone:  802-434-5075 x223

Photos throughout Annual Report by Tim & Amy Grover

Cover photo by Paula Gervia
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Dedication
As we reflect on the past year, it is with immense gratitude that we acknowledge the dedication and service of our 
outstanding Bolton Volunteer Fire Department. Their unwavering commitment to the safety and well-being of our 
community is nothing short of commendable.

During 2023, our firefighters demonstrated their standard ex-
ceptional dedication in responding to 205 various “usual” calls 
which included structure and brush fires, vehicle crashes, fire 
and carbon monoxide alarms, rescues and rescue assists, service 
calls, culvert flushing, various hazards, and elevator emergencies. 
However, 2023 also brought intense rainstorms resulting in devas-
tating flooding in Bolton and beyond, not just once, but on three 
separate occasions – twice in July and then again in December. 
Homes and businesses were flooded, and with roads  flooded and 
washed-out, Bolton was isolated in multiple areas. During these 
three flooding events, our Volunteer Fire Department was vigilant 
in monitoring the situation, ensuring early detection of potential 

issues and the prompt initiation of response efforts. They kept a watchful eye over our town, manning the Bolton Fire 
Station 24 hours a day (with little or no sleep) over multiple days, monitoring river levels and road closures, evacu-
ating residents, helping to move personal property and businesses’ assets to higher ground, and controlling/staffing 
the I89 Emergency gates to allow for critical safe access to and from Bolton for our residents and emergency vehicles.  
When flood waters receded, their efforts continued as they assisted residents and businesses by pumping out flooded 
basements and removing debris. Their quick response, effective teamwork, and tireless efforts have undoubtedly made 
a significant impact on the safety and security of our residents.

We extend our deepest appreciation to each member of the Bolton Volunteer Fire Department for their selfless service. 
Their efforts do not go unnoticed, and we are fortunate to have such a dedicated team safeguarding our community.

We especially want to recognize and thank our Fire Chief Mike Gervia, and firefighters Andrew Gervia, Brittany 
Spence, and Matt Mead, who remained at the ready multiple days and (sleepless) nights at the fire station during the 
2023 flooding events.

In addition, we want to recognize and thank Select Board Chair, Paula Gervia, who, while evacuated from her home, 
was also “at the ready” at the fire station during the 2023 flooding events, assisting with communications, and helping 
to ensure that the emergent needs of our community were being met.

This annual Town Report is dedicated to the Bolton Volunteer 
Fire Department and to Paula Gervia, honoring their selfless 
service in protecting and supporting our community. Thank you!

Bolton Volunteer Fire Department members monitoring  
the flooding conditions in Bolton in July.

Winooski River floodwaters inundate a Bolton home in 
July. 
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Town Meeting “CCC Hour”

The Town will be hosting a CCC (Cake! Coffee! Cider!) Hour prior to the start of  Town Meeting on Monday, 
March 4, 2024 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  We hope that you will join us, and take advantage of  the continued and 
traditional opportunity to chat with our representatives Theresa Wood and Tom Stevens, as well as Bolton 
board and committee members.

Babysitting Services
Due to health and liability concerns, the Town no longer provides babysitting services during Town   Meeting.

Town Meeting Cake 2023.
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS
		  TERM			   TERM
POSITION	 OFFICER	 ELECTED	 TERM	 EXPIRES
Town Moderator	 Leslie Pelch	 2023	 1 year	 2024
Town Clerk	 Amy Grover	 2023	 3 years	 2026
Town Treasurer	 Amy Grover	 2023	 3 years	 2026
Select Board	 Rich Reid*	 2023	 3 years	 2025
	 Paula Gervia**	 2022	 3 years	 2024
	 Andrew Pond	 2023	 2 years	 2025
	 Lynda DesLauriers 	 2023	 3 years	 2026
	 Leah Scott***	 2023	 2 years	 2024
Board of Civil Authority	 Andrew Pond2	

	 Rich Reid2	

	 Lynda DesLauriers2

	 John Devine, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Paula Gervia, Justice & SB	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Amy Grover1	
	 Brenda McKeown, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Leah Scott2

	 Richard Reid, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
Cemetery Commissioners	 Cheryl Ann Mendicino	 2021	 3 years	 2024
	 Penny J. Tinker	 2022	 3 years	 2025
	 Betty Wheelock****	 2023	 3 years	 2026
Mt. Mansfield Unified Union School District	 Andrew Pond	 2021	 3 years	 2024

State Representatives Chittenden-Washington 1
Representative Theresa Wood  	 Representative Tom Stevens
Email:  twood@leg.state.vt.us  	 Email: tstevens@leg.state.vt.us

1BCA member, not Justice of  the Peace, term of  Clerk.
2BCA member, not Justice of  the Peace, term of  Select Board seat.
*Rich Reid was elected to serve 2 years remaining on a 3 year term.
**Paula Gervia was elected to serve 2 years remaining on a 3 year term.
***Leah Scott was elected to serve 1 year remaining on a 2 year term.
****No one was elected in 2023 to serve as cemetery commissioner as there was no candidate. The Select Board appointed Betty Wheelock to serve 
one year of  the three year term until March 2024.
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HIRED AND APPOINTED TOWN OFFICIALS
POSITION	 OFFICIAL	 DATE OF HIRE 		  TERM
		  OR APPOINTMENT		  EXPIRES
Town Administrator	 Brian Roberge	 Hired 2023
Assistant Town Clerk & Treasurer	 Carol Devlin	 Hired 2013
Delinquent Tax Collector	 Amy Grover  	 Appointed 2017
Planning Commission	 Steve Barner, Chair	 Appointed 1990		  2024
	 Evan DesLauriers	 Appointed 2017		  2024
	 Merrick Gillies	 Appointed 2022		  2024
	 Michael Webber     	 Appointed 2023		  2026
	 Tyler Ducharme	 Appointed 2023		  2026
Conservation Commission 	 Virginia Haviland, Chair*	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Amy Ludwin	 Appointed 2013		  2026
	 Steve McLeod	 Appointed 2013		  2026
	 Jerry Mullen	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2019		  2026
	 Pamela Gude, Vice Chair	 Appointed 2020		  2025
	 Tom Sichel	 Appointed 2023		  2026
Sara Holbrook Parcel Steward	 Pamela Gude	 Appointed 2019		  2025
Preston Pond Stewards	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2022		  2024
	 Will Peery	 Appointed 2023		  2025
Development Review Board	 John Devine, Secretary	 Appointed 2014		  2024
	 Kelly Diglio, Staff	 Hired 2022
	 Steve Diglio, Chair	 Appointed 2014		  2026
	 Rob Ricketson	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Adam Miller	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Adam Beaudry, Alternate	 Appointed 2017		  2024
	 Spencer Nowak, Chair	 Appointed 2020		  2026
Tree Warden	 Luke Ingram	 Appointed 2014		  Annual Re-Appt
Planning and Zoning Administrator	 Kelly Diglio	 Hired 2022
Animal Control Officer	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2017		  Annual Re-Appt
Town Constable	 Currently Vacant
Assessor	 Ted Nelson	 Hired 2020
	 Amber Renshaw**	 Hired 2022
Health Officer 	 Jason Wolstenholme 	 Appointed 2022		  2025
Fire Chief	 Mike Gervia	 Appointed 1997		  Annual Re-Appt
Fire Warden	 Mike Gervia	 Appointed 2018		  2028
Capital Planning Committee	 Planning Commission member: Steve Barner
	 Former Select Board members and residents: Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Vice 		
	 Chair and Tony Barbagallo
	 Residents: Joss Besse, Chair 	 Annual re-appointments.
Emergency Management Director	 Mica Cassara***	 Appointed	2020		  Annual '
	 Brian Roberge***	 Appointed 2023		  Re-Appt.

*Virginia Haviland resigned as chair of the Conservation Commission in August 2023 and from the Conservation 
Commission in September 2023.
**Amber Renshaw resigned in November 2023.
***Brian Roberge was appointed Emergency Management Director in December 2023.
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POSITION	 OFFICIAL	 DATE OF HIRE 		  TERM
		  OR APPOINTMENT		  EXPIRES
Energy Coordinator	 Juliette Juillerat 	 Appointed 2018 		  2023
Representatives to CCRPC	 Joss Besse,	 Appointed 2023 		  2025
	 CCRPC Alternate 	
	 Joss Besse “PAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2022 		  2024
	 Joss Besse “TAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2023 		  2025
	 Joss Besse “CWAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2023 		  2026
	 “CWAC” Alternate	 Currently Vacant
	 CCRPC Representative	 Currently Vacant	
	 "PAC" Alternate	 Currently Vacant
	 “TAC” Alternate	 Currently Vacant
Chittenden Solid Waste District
 Representative	 Currently Vacant
Senior Meal Coordinator	 Doris Wheelock
Cemetery Caretakers	 Allan Sumner	 Hired 2018
	 David Streeter	 Hired 2014
Highway Department	 Eric Andrews, Foreman	 Hired 1999 FT

		  Dan Champney	 Hired 2015 PT
		  Jacob Johnson, Road Commissioner	 Hired 2022 FT
		  Jim Kilpeck	 Hired 2022 FT
		  Dave Mahoney	 Hired 2022 PT
		

Area Principals	

Smilie Memorial School	 Derek Howard
Camels Hump Middle School	 Gretchen Muller
Mt. Mansfield Union High School	 Michael Weston
MMUUSD Superintendent	 John Alberghini

CCRPC  – Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 
*PAC – Planning Advisory Committee
*TAC – Transportation Advisory Committee
*CWAC – Clean Water Advisory Committee
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TOWN SECTION

Town Warning and Ballot
Notice to Voters

Town Warning
Sample Town Ballot

Town Meeting Minutes, March 7, 2023

Financial
Auditor’s Letter (report available to download www.boltonvt.com)

Delinquent Tax Collector’s Report
Proposed 2024-25 Budget

Reserve Fund
Tax Rate Information

Ollie assists the Sullivan and Powers staff  with the annual audit.
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NOTICE TO VOTERS
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING DAY

BEFORE ELECTION DAY:
CHECKLIST POSTED at the Town Office by February 4, 2024.  If your name is not on the checklist, then you must register to 
vote.  SAMPLE BALLOTS will be posted by February 14, 2024.

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE: There is no deadline to register to vote.  You will be able to register to vote on the day of the 
election.  You can register before the election by visiting the Town Office or going online to olvr.sec.state.vt.us.

REQUEST EARLY or ABSENTEE BALLOTS:  You or a family member can request early or absentee ballots at any time 
during the year of the election in person, in writing, by telephone, email, or online at mvp.sec.state.vt.us.  The latest you can 
request ballots for the Local Election is the close of the Town Office on Thursday, February 29, 2024. (Any other person autho-
rized by you who is not a family member must apply in writing or in person for a ballot for you.) 

•	 Please note: no person, except Justices of the Peace, may take any ballot from the Town Office on behalf of another 
person.  

•	 Unless the registered voter comes in person to the Town Office to vote or to take their ballot, early or absentee ballot 
requests are processed by mailing the ballot/s directly to the registered voter.

WAYS TO VOTE YOUR EARLY or ABSENTEE BALLOT:
•	 You may vote in the Town Office before the deadline.

•	 Voter may take his or her ballot(s) out of the Town Office and return in same manner as if the ballots were received by 
mail.

•	 Have ballot mailed to you, and mail or deliver it back to the Town Office before Election Day or to the polling place (Smilie 
Memorial Elementary School) before 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.

•	 If you are sick or disabled before Election Day, ask the town clerk to have two justices of the peace bring a ballot to you at 
your home. (Ballots can be delivered on any of the eight days preceding the day of the election or on the day of election.)

ON ELECTION DAY:

If your name was dropped from the checklist in error, or has not been added even though you submitted a timely applica-
tion for addition to the checklist, you can fill out a new registration form.

If the clerk or Board of Civil Authority does not add your name, you can appeal the decision to a superior court judge, who will 
settle the matter on Election Day.  Call the Secretary of State’s Office at 1-800-439-VOTE (439-8683) for more information.

If you are a first time voter who submitted your application to the checklist individually by mail and did not submit the 
required document, you must provide a current and valid photo identification, or a bank statement, utility bill, or government 
document that contains your name/current address.

If you have physical disabilities, are visually impaired or can’t read, you may have assistance from any person of your 
choice. If any voters you know have disabilities let them know they can have assistance from any person of their choice.

If you know voters who cannot get from the car into the polling place let them know that ballot(s) may be brought to their 
car by two election officials.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE WHILE VOTING, ASK YOUR TOWN CLERK OR 
ANY ELECTION OFFICIAL FOR HELP.
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NO PERSON SHALL:
•	 Vote more than once per election, either in the same town or in different towns.

•	 Mislead the Board of Civil Authority about your own or another person’s true residency or other eligibility to vote.

•	 Hinder or impede a voter going into or from the polling place.

•	 Socialize in a manner that could disturb other voters in the polling place.

•	 Offer bribe, threaten or exercise undue influence to dictate or control the vote of another person.

FOR HELP OR INFORMATION:  Call the Secretary of State’s Office at 1-800-439-VOTE (439-8683).  (Accessible by TDD)

If you believe that any of your voting rights have been violated, you may file an Administrative Complaint with the Secre-
tary of State’s Office, 128 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05633.
If you believe you have witnessed efforts to commit any kind of fraud or corruption in the voting process, you may 
report this to your local United States Attorney’s Office.
If you have witnessed actual or attempted acts of discrimination or intimidation in the voting process, you may report 
this to the Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of Justice at (800) 253-3931.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTERS using Paper Ballots

CHECK-IN AND RECEIVE BALLOTS:
•	 Go to the entrance checklist table.

•	 Give name and, if asked, street address to the election official in a loud voice.

•	 Wait until your name is repeated and checked off by the official.

•	 An election official will give you a ballot.

•	 Go to a vacant voting booth.

MARK YOUR BALLOT:  For each office listed on the ballot, you will see instructions to “Vote for not more than one, or Vote for 
not more than two, etc.”
•	 To vote for a candidate, fill in the oval to the right of the name of the candidate you want to vote for.
•	 WRITE-IN candidate(s).  To vote for someone whose name is not printed on the ballot, use the blank “write-in” lines on the 

ballot and either write-in the name or paste on sticker, then fill in the oval.
CHECK OUT:
•	 Go to the exit checklist table and state your name in an audible voice.
•	 Wait until your name is repeated and checked off by the official.

CAST YOUR VOTE by depositing your voted ballot in the tabulator.
LEAVE the voting area immediately.
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The full Auditor’s Report is available at www.boltonvt.com
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DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

Delinquent Taxes outstanding as of  June 31, 2022	 $23,245.34

Delinquent Taxes assigned for collection as of May 15, 2023	 +$59,694.57

Total Delinquent Taxes assigned for collection	 $82,939.91

Delinquent Taxes collected from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023	 -$75,576.54

Adjustments, Errors, Omissions, and Abatements	 -$595.89
	 ____________
Outstanding Delinquent Taxes as of June 30, 2023	 $24,332.27
	 ============

*These numbers do not include collections of Delinquent Taxes from July 1, 2023 to the time of this annual report. 

Delinquent Taxes collected from July 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023	 $22,558.60

Lynda DesLauriers presents Janet Metz with the Good Citizen 
of  the Year Award.
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The artwork of  Bolton resident and former CHMS student Domenick 
Pitone graced the cover of  the MMUUSD 22-23 annual report.
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TOWN OF BOLTON TAX RATE INFORMATION 
 

FY Non-
Homestead 
Education Tax 
Rate 

Homestead  
Education Tax 
Rate 

Municipal 
Rate 

Conservation 
Fund 

Total Town 
Budget 

Annual Taxes 
per $100,000 of 
Value 

14-15 $1.5048 $1.7046 .53 .0025 $2.0373 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.2371 Homestead) 

$847,900 $2,037.30 
 
$2,237.10 

15-16 $1.4965 $1.5895 .54  $2.0365 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.1295 Homestead) 

$893,927 $2,036.50 
 
$2,129.50 

16-17* $1.5895 $1.6039 .5979 .0025 $2.1899 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.2043 Homestead) 

$927,490 $2,189.90 
 
$2,204.30 

17-18 $1.5496 $1.4922 .5905 .0025 $2.1426 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.0852(Homestead) 

$936,048 $2,142.60 
 
$2,085.20 

18-19 $1.5862 $1.4980 .6469 .0025 $2.2356 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.1474 Homestead) 

$1,009,389 $2,235.60 
 
$2,147.40 

19-20 $1.6592 
 

$1.5463 .6571 .0025 $2.3188 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.2059 Homestead) 

$1,037,324 $2,318.80 
 
$2,205.90 

20-21 $1.7369 $1.5698 .6861 .0025 $2.4255 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.2584 Homestead) 

$1,079,264 $2,425.50 
 
$2,258.40 

21-22 $1.7989 $1.6498 .6778 .0025 2.4792 (Non-
Homestead) 
2.3301 (Homestead) 

$1,110,774 $2,479.20 
 
$2,330.10 

22-23 $1.7156 $1.5255 .7312 .0025 $2.4493 (Non-
Homestead) 
$2.2592 Homestead) 

$1,165,162 
 

$2,449.30 
 
$2,259.20 

23-24* $1.1316 $0.9816 .5295 .0025 $1.6636 (Non-
Homestead) 
$1.5136 
(Homestead) 

$1,342,280 $1,663.60 
 
 
$1,513.60 

 
*Reappraisal completion year   

Assessors Amber Renshaw & Ted Nelson
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TOWN OF BOLTON
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Clerk and Treasurer

Conservation Commission
Development Review Board

Fire Warden (burning permits)
Highway Department
Planning Commission

Planning & Zoning Administrator
Recreation Study Committee

Select Board
Vital Records

Volunteer Fire Department

Spring arrives in Honey Hollow.
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BOLTON’S OWN LITTLE LIBRARY GROUP
It’s been a pleasant year of  reading and book exchanges at our Bolton’s 
Own Little Libraries (BOLL). The BOLLs have gotten good use in 
2023 as it’s an easy place to find a new, free, good read. It’s also the 
perfect place to leave off  a book you’ve loved and want to share with 
others in your neighborhood. Thank you to all our volunteers who’ve 
been stocking and caretaking our seven small, self-service libraries in 
neighborhoods throughout Bolton. 

Each library houses two to four dozen books and operates under the 
“Take a Book, Leave a Book” policy. BOLLs are open 24 /7 and have 
a wide array of  books for all ages. Inventory is constantly changing 
as people swap books, so stop by one today to see what’s available. 
There’s no due date or late fees ever-- just pop it back in any BOLL 
box when you're finished or pass it along to a friend. 

How do you find the BOLL nearest you? The BOLLs are the brightly 
painted little boxes that are located at: Fernwood Manor, 445 Dux-
bury Road, Bolton Valley in the main circle, halfway down Notch 
Road, Stage Road across from the Golf  Course Condos, where the 
Long Trail crosses Rt. 2, and the Town Offices. 

We’re finding that early readers are still some of  the most popular books to be borrowed from the BOLL 
boxes. Start ‘em young! They also tend to be the most “loved” aka chewed on; do you have a collection of  
children’s books you’d be ready to pass along? If  so, please visit your local BOLL box to drop off  a few now 
and or please reach out to us to donate a larger selection of  them for our backstock.

The BOLLs exist and thrive thanks to our community of  readers and volunteers who look after them. We 
always welcome new volunteers to help rotate the books between the libraries; you might just find your new 
favorite book that way. If  you are interested in helping to look after the BOLLs, please be in touch with us at 
aludwin@me.com or jendudleygaillard@gmail.com. 

Submitted by Amy Ludwin & Jen Dudley-Gaillard on behalf  of  The Bolton’s Own Little Library Group

Steve and Jeanne Barner make a 
BOLL book delivery!
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TOWN CLERK & TREASURER
Town Meeting 2024
Town Meeting will be held on Monday, March 4, 2024, at 7 p.m. with 
voting by Australian ballot taking place on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, from 
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Both Town Meeting and voting will be held in the Smilie 
School gym. 

The Town will be hosting a CCC (Cake! Coffee! Cider!) Hour beginning at 
6:30 p.m., prior to the start of Town Meeting on Monday, March 4, 2024.  
We hope that you will join us and take advantage of the continued and 
traditional opportunity to chat with our representatives Theresa Wood 
and Tom Stevens, as well as Bolton board and committee members.

Voting on Articles 1-3, which includes the town budget under Article 1, 
will be “voted from the floor” (in-person vote) on Monday, March 4, 2024.

Voting on Articles 4-5, the Election of Officers and the Conservation 
Fund ¼ cent, will be voted by Australian ballot on Tuesday, March 5, 2024. 

Finances:
Audit: The FY 22-23 audit was completed in December 2023. No sig-
nificant deficiencies nor material weaknesses were identified. The com-
plete audit report is posted on the town website: http://boltonvt.com/
documents/ 

Budget:  As always in “budget season,” drafting the FY 24-25 budget was 
an extensive and challenging process. Select Board members, town staff and Capital Planning Committee members 
reviewed past and anticipated expenditures during multiple meetings trying to carefully balance the realistic costs 
and needs of the town with the impact to taxpayers. The draft budget being presented to voters stands at $1,106,147, 
reflecting a 19.4% increase over FY 23-24. Registered Bolton voters will have an opportunity to address budget ques-
tions with the Select Board and town staff at Town Meeting on Monday, March 4, 2024, at 7 p.m. 

Debt: The town’s FY 24-25 debt service of $91,712 accounts for approximately 5.72% of the proposed municipal budget 
of $1,106,157. This is a decrease from 6.97% in FY 23-24.

Reserve Fund:  As of June 30, 2023, the Reserve Fund balance stood at $823,138.85 and does not include the $89,000 
in voter approved FY 23-24 Reserve Fund contributions. A copy of the Reserve Fund spreadsheet is included in the 
Town Report. Please refer to the spreadsheet for specific amounts within the fund. 

Voter Checklist and Elections:
The town registered 63 new and transferred voters in 2023, and the checklist (as of 12/31/2023) stands at 1030 voters, 
with 178 challenged voters.

Many thanks to the Board of Civil Authority (BCA) and the many volunteers who assisted with running the 2023 
Town Meeting, which saw 170 voters out of 1017 registered voters participate, 16.7%. 

Town Records:
400 documents totaling 1,154 pages were recorded in the Land Records.

Forty years of Bolton’s Land Records are available electronically at RECORDhub: https://cottsystems.com/record-
hub-search-gateway/ 

Review of Lister, DRB and zoning files for Bolton properties is an ongoing process, as is general vault record organi-
zation to enable easier record access, along with implementation of recommendations by VSARA. 

Town Clerk & Treasurer Amy Grover, and Ollie.
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Dog Licensing:
There were 145 dogs registered in 2023 (11 more than in 2022). 

Reminder: all dogs and wolf hybrids are required by state statute 20 V.S.A. § 3581 to be licensed on or before April 1st 
of each year. A current rabies certificate is required for a license, and we are happy to issue licenses by mail. License 
fees for 2024 are per VT statute and include a late fee for dogs licensed after April 1st. The fees are as follows:
Prior to April 1st: neutered/spayed $9, un-neutered/un-spayed $13.
After April 1st: neutered/spayed $11, un-neutered/un-spayed $17.

The town’s Animal Control Officer is Rob Mullen, who can be contacted for any domestic animal complaints. Note: 
Bolton does not have a cat ordinance! Please see the town website for contact information: http://boltonvt.com/
contact-us/ 

Grand List:
A re-appraisal of all Bolton properties was completed in June 2023. The 2023 Grand List shows a total of 737 taxable 
parcels, with 383 homesteads declared, and a total municipal value of $2,170,227. This is an increase in value of 
$831,142 from 2022.

Per the State of Vermont Department of Taxes 2023 Equalization Study Results, Bolton’s Common Level of Appraisal 
(CLA) is 104.08%, and the Coefficient of Dispersion (COD) is 19.52%. 

CLA definition: This is a term used by the VT Department of Taxes and it affects every VT property owner’s school tax 
calculation. The CLA is an adjustment to listed property values, calculated annually for each town to adjust the listed 
value of properties to reflect fair market value as closely as possible. A number over 100% indicates that the property 
is generally listed for more than its fair market value. A number less than 100% indicates that property is generally 
listed for less than its fair market value. A CLA below 85% or over 115% necessitates a reappraisal (932 V.S.A. § 4041a). 
COD definition: This is a measure of the average deviation between selling prices of recently sold properties from 
the average town-wide level of appraisal. A COD of 10% or less is considered to reflect a relatively high level of eq-
uity across taxpayers’ assessments. By statute, if a town’s COD is greater than 20%, the state is required to withhold 
education, transportation, and other funds from the offending town.

Services Provided to our Residents:
•	 DMV renewals only ($3)
•	 Dog Licensing (see above for fees)
•	 Faxing, copying (no charge)
•	 Notary (no charge), however the town has a “Notarial Services Policy.” The town does not notarize wills, mort-

gages, deeds, divorce documents or any document pertaining to child custody/support, nor copies of documents 
such as driver licenses, passports, diplomas, etc. 

•	 Sale of Green Mountain Passports ($2)
•	 Voter registration (no charge)

Thank you:
As always, and this year especially, I want to recognize and thank all our town employees, elected officials, town 
boards and committees, representatives to county boards, volunteer groups, and volunteers (over 60 people!) who 
all contribute enormously to making our community a wonderful place to live, work and play. 

You are likely aware that I retired from my position as Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, and Delinquent Tax Collector 
(oh, and don’t forget, chief toilet scrubber!) on December 31, 2023. I again want to say thank you for allowing me 
the honor and pleasure of serving you and our community for the last 10 years (and 184 days, but who’s counting!). 
I have so enjoyed getting to know many of you, and I am proud of what we have accomplished together. Thank you 
for your trust, your support, your appreciation, and allowing me the privilege of being part of “Team Bolton.”

Sincerely,
Amy Grover, retired Bolton Town Clerk & Treasurer
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT
The Bolton Conservation Commission’s (CC) role 
is to promote stewardship of  natural and cultur-
al resources in our town and to advise the Select 
Board, Planning Commission, and Development 
Review Board on matters relating to the environ-
ment.  The members are appointed by the Select 
Board and while the current membership of  the 
Conservation Commission consists of  diverse 
backgrounds and some expertise in the fields of  
ecology and natural resources, we draw on pro-
fessionals in the private and public realms to assist 
our efforts.  The Commission meets the fourth 
Monday of  every month at 6pm at the town offic-
es with a virtual option for participation available.

The CC completed a few projects at the Preston 
Pond Conservation Area this year with the big two 
being a new beaver baffle and a boardwalk.  This 
year Will Peery came on as a second steward of  the 
PPCA, joining Rob Mullen.

A new boardwalk was planned out by Will Peery and built and installed by Will and other volunteers.  This 
boardwalk will help mitigate damage to the trail in a very wet area near the Notch Road parking area.  Virginia 
Haviland and Amy Ludwin were able to secure a grant from the Association of  Vermont Conservation Com-
missions to fund part of  the project. 

Rob Mullen coordinated and oversaw the installation of  a new beaver baffle at Preston Pond.  This installation 
goes a long way to help reduce human/beaver conflicts in the area and was completely paid for by generous 
donations!

As everyone knows this was a very, very wet summer in Vermont.  While it pales in comparison to the other 
damage around our town and state, the wet weather has created many problem areas on the trail network. Rob 
and Will will be coordinating volunteers to help deal with some of  these spots.

2023 also saw one of  our town forests receive a new name. The Sara Holbrook Parcel is now the Water Woods 
(Nebikpiwi) Conservation area.  Water woods was chosen as it is describes the riparian forest that makes up 
the area and Nebikpiwi was suggested by members of  the Abenaki Nation who are the original stewards of  
the land.  A new management plan is currently being written for the area and will be available soon.

The CC also worked on several other projects in 2023 such as working with Friends of  the Winooski on some 
water quality testing options and the Friends of  Wheeler Field on drafting a management plan for Wheeler 
Field. We also saw a great community turn out day for Green Up Day, filling two LARGE dumpsters with 
trash and tires that had accumulated over the past year. Pamela Gude once again hosted the City Nature Chal-
lenge which helps document the local species other than humans that call Bolton home.  Pamela also works 
with the UVM NR4060 (formally NR206) Environmental Problem Solving and Impact class. This partnership 
gets students some real world situations to learn from and in turn can offer solutions and ideas to the CC and 
the town for some of  the environmental challenges that arise in the town. The CC also continues to advise 
the Select Board on the environmental impact of  the former parking area at the bottom of  the Bolton Valley 
Access Road.

There currently is a member vacancy on the Conservation Commission.  Please contact the Town Office and/
or see the Conservation Commission page on the town website for more information.

Conservation Commission members Rob Mullen, and virtually Tim Sichel, 
Amy Ludwin, Pamela Gude and Steve McLeod - missing from photo 
Virginia Haviland
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Bolton’s Development Review Board 
(DRB) is a five-member volunteer board 
appointed by the Select Board to adminis-
ter the town’s adopted zoning, subdivision 
and flood hazard regulations. The DRB is 
a “quasi-judicial” board – we hold warned 
public hearings, conduct site visits, and 
issue written decisions on subdivision 
and development applications, site plan 
amendments, conditional uses, zoning ap-
peals, and waiver and variance requests. 
The board also hears appeals of  decisions 
of  the Zoning Administrator. The Town’s 
development ordinance and state statutes 
set criteria upon which the DRB makes its 
decisions.

Our regular monthly meetings, held on the fourth Thursday of  the month, are open to the public. If  needed 
(rarely), special meetings are held on the second Thursday. Public hearings on specific applications under 
review are warned in Seven Days and by mail to abutting property owners. DRB meeting agendas are posted 
in advance on the DRB page of  the town website, and in 3 locations in the town (Town Office, Fire Station, 
and Smilie School). The DRB also meets in deliberative sessions as needed to review application information 
and hearing materials and to draft its findings and decisions. All DRB meeting minutes and decisions are 
available for review at the Town Office, and on the DRB page of  the town’s website (https://boltonvt.com/
boards-minutes/development-review-board/).

The DRB met 10 times and held 15 public hearings in 2023. The following applications were reviewed this 
past year:

2023-01-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: BVR LLC. Seeking Conditional Use Review for the  installation 
of  51 lights on the Cobrass Ski trail to continue through Five Corners and Lower Villager, for the purposes of  
additional night skiing trail access. The property spans Conservation, Forest and Resort Village districts (Tax 
Map #7-3004250) Application withdrawn.

2022-53-DRB; Seeking site plan approval and a setback waiver to install a second curb cut and construct a 
~864 square foot garage on 193 Wentworth Rd. The property is in the Resort Residential District (Tax Map 
#4-9000193). Applicant requested to postpone until February 27 meeting.

2023-02-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: David and Colene Israel. Minor subdivision by splitting prop-
erty at Notch Road right-of-way to create two (2) conforming lots. 1760 Notch Rd. (Tax Map #4-0041760).

2023-03-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: David and Colene Israel. Conditional Use Review for a pro-
posed driveway impacting steep slopes 15-25% 28 on new lot of  subdivided 1760 Notch Road (Tax Map #4-
0041760) with the intent to construct new home.

2023-04-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Jeremy & Andrea Knepper, seeking a boundary line adjust-
ment. Parcel (Tax Map #11-07-012.000) Lot 6 26 (Knepper) Existing: 6.79 acres Proposed: 7.19 acres. Parcel 
(Tax Map #11-07-27 021.000) (Mullen) Existing: 20.40 Proposed: 20.00 acres.

2023-05-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Jeremy & Andrea Knepper, seeking a conditional use applica-
tion is for the construction of  a proposed driveway, house site, and associated utilities on the Knepper prop-
erty, where steep slopes (15-25%) will be impacted. (Tax Map #11-07-012.000)

DRB members John Devine, Adam Miller, Steve Diglio, Rob Ricketson, Spencer 
Nowak, Adam Beaudry, staff  Kelly Diglio, ZA
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2023-06-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Amy MacCormack, seeking to expand the lot to a total area 
of  approximately 0.62 acres, from 0.56 acres, via a right of  way alteration to reduce irregularity of  the 
lot. Subsequently, seeking a conditional use review due to steep slopes (15-25%) and very steep slopes 19 
(>25%) for new home construction. (Tax Map # 4-9000299).

2023-07-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Andrew Roy, seeking a conditional use review due to steep 
slopes (15-25%) for the construction of  a driveway to a proposed home site. (Tax Map # 9-4060122).

2023-09-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Tyler Ducharme is seeking two setback waivers, one for the 
Preston Brook and one for the eastern property line, to construct a single family home. (Tax Map #8-0011814).

2023-11-DRB; Applicant: CSC Properties LLC, 41 Champ Ln., is seeking two setback waivers for the con-
struction of  a two-family dwelling at 41 Champ Ln. (Tax Map# 03-037.001).

2023-12-DRB; Applicant: Charmaine & Ken Godin, Hummingbird Ln., is seeking a variance to allow extra 
square footage for an accessory dwelling unit. (Tax Map#15-18 4110014)

2023-13-DRB; Applicant: Acreage Capital, LLC, 3047 Theodor Roosevelt Highway, is seeking a variance to 
reduce property line setback more than 50% in order to utilize existing concrete footings for an accessory 
structure unit. (Tax Map#02-034.000).

2023-14-DRB; Applicant: Weston Properties of  Bolton, LLC;1811 Happy Hallow Rd., is seeking a condition-
al use review for the construction of  a single family dwelling. (Tax Map# 01-052.000).

2023-15-DRB; Applicant: Acreage Capital, LLC, 3047 Theodor Roosevelt 26 Highway, is seeking a waiver to 
reduce property line setback in order to utilize 27 existing concrete footings for an accessory structure unit. 
(Tax Map#02-034.000).

2023-16-DRB; Applicant: Tucker Andrews & Kaelyn Modrak are seeking a setback waiver of  the Mill Brook 
buffer for the construction of  an accessory structure at 3533 Nashville Rd. (Tax Map# 1-0023533).

Current DRB members include Spencer Nowak (Chair), Adam Miller (Vice Chair), Stephen Diglio, Rob 
Ricketson, and John Devine. Adam Beaudry currently serves as an alternate. The DRB also received much 
appreciated staff  support this year from Planning & Zoning Administrator and DRB Clerk Kelly Diglio.

Town Administrator Brian Roberge.
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LETTER FROM FIRE WARDEN
For burning permits, please contact me directly on my cell phone at 802-399-1412. 
Messages left at the fire station may not be checked or returned in time. A separate 
permit is needed for each burn. Any burning without a permit is subject to being 
put out by the fire department. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Gervia,  Fire Warden

Bolton - the land of  boulders, really BIG boulders, and bears!



Town of Bolton Annual Report 2023                                                                     

Page 36

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT REPORT
This year the Highway Department used a lot of   strength, de-
termination and great amounts of  teamwork maintaining Bolton’s 
roads. 

We started off  the year plowing, sanding, and salting which 
brought us right into spring, where we dealt with mud, although 
it was not nearly as much as in some previous years. Once we had 
the mud under control, we patched potholes on the Bolton Valley 
Access Road and Duxbury Road, and then headed over to Honey 
Hollow Road where we completed our 2023 State Grant in Aid 
project. We completed five segments in this project, from the state 
parking lot to halfway up the first hill, ditching, reditching, stone 
lining, culvert replacing and adding gravel to bring the area up to 
state MRGP specifications. Once the Honey Hollow project was 
completed, we moved over to the Bolton Valley Access Road and 
the intersection of  Curtis Lane and replaced a 24” culvert that was 
failing and riddled with holes, causing water line issues for the folks 
of  Curtis Lane, Joiner Brook Lane, and Bolton Valley Access Road.

The month of  July is when things got interesting with the back-to-back floods. The first flood brought im-
mense flooding throughout the lower sections of  Bolton along Route 2, Duxbury Road, and Joiner Brook 
Lane. Although those roads flooded, the only road that received damage was Duxbury Road. This flooding 
caused an embankment slide along the road into the river, causing guard rails to be pulled toward the river and 
asphalt to start sinking. This section was fixed in the month of  November with erosion control, stone lining, 
new pavement, and guardrails. A week later we were hit with the second July flood, but this time the damage 
was much worse. As we started checking roads it became apparent that we had a long road of  repairs ahead 
of  us to finish out the summer. Within three days we were able to have Notch Road back open. Having Notch 
Road open so quickly wouldn’t have been possible without all the help we had from Bill Atwood Excavating, 
Sue Varin, Varin’s Gravel Pit, and the highway departments in our great neighboring towns of  Jericho, Under-
hill, and Huntington. 

With fall fast approaching, the plan to pave Bolton Valley Access 
Road was uncertain due to work needed in the project area and our 
priority to complete flood repairs.  We were able to replace the fail-
ing culvert in the project area and the paving project was completed 
between the sugar house and the “S Curve.”  This project consisted 
of  asphalt reclamation; grinding the existing asphalt and reusing it to 
establish a better base under the new asphalt. 

With all of  this work and projects completed, there is still always 
more to do keep moving forward and upward to not only keep our 
roads in good shape, but to make them better. Replacing 300 feet of  
culvert and putting 500 hours on the excavator this year is just one 
step forward, along with the countless hours in the trucks and the 
grader. None of  this work would be possible without the great help 
from Eric Andrews, Jim Kilpeck and Danny Champney. The count-
less hours, dedication, and appreciation from the crew make being 
your Road Commissioner worth it!

Sincerely,

Jacob Johnson, Road Commissioner

Highway Department members, Eric Andrews, 
Foreman, Jacob Johnson, Road Commissioner, Jim 
Kilpeck

Drivers enjoy smooth traveling on the newly paved 
Bolton Valley Access Road.
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT
Bolton’s Planning Commission (PC) consists of  five 
volunteers appointed by the Select Board. Current 
members (in 2023) are Steve Barner (Chair), Merrick 
Gillies (vice-chair), Tyler Ducharme, Evan DesLauri-
ers, and Michael Webber. Kaelyn Modrak and Adam 
Beaudry stepped down from the PC this year and we 
would like to thank them both for their service. As-
sistant Town Clerk Carol Devlin continues to provide 
excellent support as clerk. 

Planning & Zoning Administrator Jon Ignatowski 
provided exceptional service throughout his tenure at 
Bolton and went far above the call of  duty when he 
volunteered to continue working with the PC to wrap 
up the amendments to our regulations related to the 
new Resort Master Planning process, even though he 
had moved to the Adirondacks to take another job. 
Kelly Diglio has been appointed his replacement as 

Planning & Zoning Administrator, and Jon worked with her to ease her into the position. Jon attended sev-
eral PC meetings virtually, as we completed the public hearing on the amendments to the Bolton Land Use 
Development Regulations (BLUDRs) related to the resort area and provided continued support through the 
Selectboard’s public hearing and deliberations in their approval of  these amendments. We cannot thank Jon 
enough for the diligence and effort he put in to see this project to completion. The PC is also indebted to 
Taylor Newton of  the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) for his continued sup-
port in this project.

With the completion of  these updates, the town has a regulatory structure that supports a master planning 
process that should help both the town and Bolton Valley Resort as the latter maps a path to continued finan-
cial health. The goal of  this effort has been to create a framework that will keep the town informed of  the 
resort’s development goals, define the constraints under which these goals may be achieved, and streamline 
the permitting process for development projects defined in an approved Resort Master Plan. Zoning districts 
in the resort area were redrawn and some of  the restrictions changed. The economic viability of  the resort is 
important to the entire town, but uncontrolled development has the potential to increase flooding risks. Given 
the history of  catastrophic flood damage in the Joiner Brook watershed and elsewhere in town, the PC takes 
the importance and limitations of  any compromise very seriously. Potential negative environmental impacts 
and disruption of  wildlife migration corridors are also important considerations that must be addressed in 
any regulations.

Two of  the most significant responsibilities of  the PC are to draft a comprehensive Town Plan that maps the 
development goals of  the town, and to define the regulations that control the implementation of  that plan, 
which are the BLUDRs. In spite of  the recent work to amend both documents, there is a life span for each, 
and it is now time to revisit the Town Plan. There are requirements for a Town Plan to be considered official 
in Vermont, and these include that it be re-approved every eight years. Since our last complete revision was 
in 2017, we need to complete the update by 2025. The PC received a substantial grant for the 2017 plan that 
allowed us to hire an outside consultant to manage the process. Carol Devlin has done a fantastic job in com-
pleting another grant application which, if  received, will fund technical assistance from the CCRPC in support 
of  our efforts.

One of  the things that our former planning consultant did for the 2017 plan revisions was to gather input 
from town residents through a series of  “neighborhood meetings.” These were quite successful, so the PC 
decided to duplicate this effort in late October into November. Meetings were held in Kilpeck’s barn on 
Duxbury Road, at the Smilie School, in the clubhouse at the West Bolton Golf  Course, and at Bolton Valley 

Planning Commission Kelly Diglio, Staff, Carol Devlin, Assistant 
Town Clerk, Merrick Gillies, Steve Barner, Michael Webber. 
Missing from photo Tyler Ducharme, EvanDesLauriers
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Resort, and all were both well-attended and informative. The PC gained a great deal of  insight into shifts in 
residents’ thinking since 2017, especially related to recreation, development on steep slopes, and accessory 
dwellings. We would like to thank all the hosts for these meetings, especially the Kilpecks and the Browns for 
the use of  their facilities. The Browns went so far as to delay their seasonal winterizing of  the clubhouse to 
accommodate the West Bolton meeting. We will provide additional ways for residents and concerned parties 
to provide input in the development of  the next Town Plan and will be providing updates through the Bolton 
Gazette and on the Town website.

Former PC member Deb Shelby organized an ad hoc committee that is working to inventory existing trails 
and recreation in town; gather information on known wildlife habitat, wintering areas, and migration patterns; 
and develop a recreation plan for the town that can be incorporated into our revised Town Plan. The town 
has had significant issues with inadequate parking at a few existing trailheads, as well as visitor behavior at 
some natural resources, such as the Potholes, and we want to make sure that we do not allow new or expanded 
facilities that create similar problems. These issues were hot topics at all four of  the neighborhood meetings, 
which representatives of  the Recreation Study Committee (RSC) also attended. The RSC administered a com-
prehensive survey related to recreation opportunities and associated challenges in Bolton, and is in the process 
of  synthesizing the results. The PC extends thanks to all those who have taken up this effort to ensure that 
recreation is well-addressed in the next plan.

With the early summer flooding that impacted  properties in the Winooski River valley and resulted in ex-
pensive washouts of  the Notch Road, the town’s focus on flood-related issues has been sharpened. We are 
expecting significant updates in the FEMA flood maps, with draft versions released before Town Meeting. 
These updates will need to be addressed in the Town Plan and will prompt difficult but important decisions 
that could affect development in defined flood hazard areas.

The PC typically meets on the third Tuesday of  the month. As always, interested residents are invited to attend 
PC meetings and provide their feedback. Agendas and minutes are posted in a timely fashion on the Town’s 
website. The PC is strictly a planning body with no authority over development projects and, as such, does not 
issue permits, or review specific proposals for development. These town functions fall under the jurisdiction 
of  the Development Review Board and Planning & Zoning Administrator. 

For more information about the PC, see the Bolton website at http://www.boltonvt.com, or contact the 
Town Office. 

Planning Commission Chair: Steve Barner

Vice Chair: Merrick Gillies

Members: Evan DesLauriers, Tyler Ducharme, Michael Webber
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ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
The Town of  Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations require a zon-
ing permit for all building projects, boundary adjustments and land devel-
opment.  Under the Regulations, land development is broadly defined as ‘the 
construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of  
any building or other structure, or of  any mining, excavation or landfill, and any change 
in the use of  any building or other structure, or land, or extension of  use of  land [117 
VSA §4303(10)].’  

A zoning permit is required prior to the start of  excavation and construc-
tion with almost every type of  building project. While most people associate 
zoning permits with home construction, Bolton generally requires a build-
ing permit for all structures, including sheds, pools, and decks. Additionally, 
zoning permits are required if  renovation work results in a change (larger or 
smaller) of  exterior dimensions. 

Bolton’s zoning regulations affect every property in the Town of  Bolton, 
and they are concerned with more than just construction. For instance, 
our regulations require that a 50-foot vegetative buffer must be main-
tained along Joiner Brook, Duck Brook, Goose Pond Brook, Gleason 
Brook, Honey Hollow Stream, Preston Brook, Mill Brook, Pinneo 
Brook, and the South Branch of  Mill Brook. The regulations also re-
quire that all development on slopes between 15% - 25% require special 
review, while development on slopes greater than 25% is generally pro-
hibited. Regulations like these have been instituted to protect Bolton’s 
natural resources in addition to ensuring the safety of  all residents. 

If  you are planning on developing your property in any way, from pa-
tios to homes to everything in between, I encourage you to contact me 
for information and guidance. I can help you determine how the town’s 
regulations apply to your plans, which applications are needed, and the 
required fees. You can reach me by email at zoningbolton@gmavt.net. 
(Note: Because this is a part-time position, please allow up to 3 business 
days to return your call, or respond to your email.)

Also, if  you received a zoning permit and have completed your project, 
contact me to see if  you need a Certificate of  Occupancy (CO).  In 
many cases, a CO is required to close out the zoning permit prior to the 
use or occupancy of  a primary residence or other insulated structure.  A 
missing (but needed) CO is considered a cloud on the title of  a property, 
which may prevent you from closing on the sale of  your property down 
the road.  If  you’re unsure if  you (or a prior owner) obtained a CO on a 
prior zoning permit, I can look it up and confirm if  this is an issue for 
your property. 

Copies of  the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations and the town Zoning District Map are available 
online at our town website.  Zoning permit applications can be obtained at the town office, or downloaded 
from our website.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Diglio, Planning & Zoning Administrator

Kelly Diglio, Zoning Administrator
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RECREATION STUDY COMMITTEE
The Recreation Study Committee (RSC) began work in March of  2023. The committee was tasked with 
identifying outdoor recreation areas and impacts on our town and providing recommendations for future 
action. The committee is comprised of  five volunteer members and three alternates who were appointed by 
the selectboard. Unique to the RSC, a large number of  members also serve on other town boards. This was 
intentional in design to allow for coordination between boards. Current members in 2023 are as follows: Deb 
Shelby (Chair), Allison Smith (Vice Chair), Merrick Gillies (Planning Commission), Rob Mullen (Conservation 
Commission), Spencer Nowak (Development Review Board), Steve Barner (Planning Commission – Alter-
nate), Pamela Gude (Conservation Commission – Alternate), Rob Ricketson (Development Review Board 
– Alternate). The RSC is grateful that many members have decided to take serving on the RSC in addition to 
their other positions. The committee is not currently looking for members, but any interested individuals are 
welcome to join the monthly meetings. 

A primary objective of  the committee over the last six months was the drafting and posting of  a survey de-
signed for Bolton residents to provide feedback on recreation within the town. A special thanks to Allison 
Smith for spearheading this effort. Thank you to all residents who took the time to fill out the survey! In total, 
194 people took the time to start an in-depth discussion of  recreation in Bolton. The responses were well 
represented for the various areas of  Town (West Bolton, Bolton Valley, Duxbury Road, and Rt. 2 Corridor). 
The RSC will be analyzing this data over the coming months, but wanted to share a few first impressions:  

	 ●	 More than 90% who filled out the survey participate in some type of  outdoor recreation 

	 ●	 More than half  think that there has been an increase in outdoor recreation in the last 5 years

Residents who participated prioritized:

	 1.	 Assessing/managing/maintaining existing recreational areas (addressing the challenges of  recreation)

	 2.	 Wildlife & Conservation (consider wildlife & conservation near or within areas of  recreation and 		
		  presence of  undisturbed wildlife habitat in town)

	 3.	 Parking (throughout town noting popular areas such as Potholes, Rt 2, and Preston Pond)

Residents who participated identified the top three recreation pastimes as:

	 ●	 Hiking/Trail Running, Resort Skiing/Snowboarding, Swimming

The RSC plans to sort through written responses in early 2024 and prepare a report summarizing the results 
and drawing conclusions from the data. The committee then hopes to change gears and begin providing rec-
ommendations for future actions based upon the feedback gathered in the survey and community outreach in 
conjunction with the Planning Commission. This report will inform the selectboard of  recommendations and 
assist the planning commission as they continue the process of  updating the Town Plan.

For updated information on the happenings of  the RSC please feel free to visit the page on the Town website 
or reach out directly!



Page 41

                                                             Town of Bolton Annual Report 2023

SELECT BOARD
All board meetings, including those of  various commit-
tees and commissions, are hybrid meetings to allow for 
broader community access. Agendas with information 
on how to join the meetings are posted on the town web-
site, as well as at the Bolton Town Office, Smilie School 
and the Bolton Fire Station. Feel free to attend meetings 
to see what is happening in our town. 

While our Select Board and hired staff  (Highway De-
partment and Planning and Zoning Administrator) all 
remained stable this year, our town roadways were not so 
lucky. This summer proved to be challenging for parts of  
our town as we experienced two major flooding events 
within two weeks. The first event primarily impacted the 
Route 2 corridor while the second event primarily im-
pacted many roads leading to and within West Bolton. 

While our roads were impassable, and many residents saw damage ranging from minor to substantial, our staff  
and volunteers showed up and worked night and day, often continuously, to respond, repair, or offer assistance 
to those that were affected. Bolton is a small community and we want to acknowledge the many people that 
truly showed “neighbors helping neighbors”. 

Some other notable happenings throughout the last year: 

	 ●	 The new town wide reappraisal was completed. 

	 ●	 The Recreational Study Committee was formed and charged with identifying public recreational          	
		  areas in town, their impacts and possible mitigation ideas.

	 ●	 The Friends of  Wheeler Field and the Conservation Commission have started the process of                   	
		  developing a property management plan for Lots #7 and #8 of  Wheeler Field. 

	 ●	 Many of  our town policies have been reviewed - some were updated, some are still in progress, some 	
		  are brand new based on various issues that have arisen within the town. 

We want to send out a thank you to Town Clerk, Amy Grover and Assistant Town Clerk, Carol Devlin who 
keep the town running. It is with deep gratitude that we say this special thank you to them as we see the chang-
ing of  the guards in our town office. We really appreciate Amy’s dedication and commitment to the town for 
the past 10+ years. She has always been “Team Bolton” and we wish her the very best! 

Thank you to all of  our volunteers and appointed personnel for their commitment to our town. If  you are 
interested in serving the town in any capacity, please check out the town website, town Facebook page, or 
Front Porch Forum for opportunities. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf  of  the Select Board, 

Lynda DesLauriers, Chair

Paula Gervia, Vice-Chair

Andrew Pond

Rich Reid

Leah Scott

Select Board members Paula Gervia, Chair, Andrew Pond, 
Lynda DesLauriers, Rich Reid, Vice Chair, Leah Scott.
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VITAL RECORDS
Between January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023, the Town of  Bolton recorded nine births, five Civil            
Marriages, and five deaths.

July storms caused severe washouts on Notch Road. 
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BOLTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
The department members meet and train weekly to be prepared to respond to any emergency call. They spend 
hours learning and practicing techniques to use in any type of  situation. If  you are interested in joining the 
department, please stop the station on Tuesday nights. 

In 2023, the Fire Department responded to 205 calls. Calls responded to this year include:

In addition to serving our own community, the department also responds to mutual aid calls. This year we 
assisted Richmond, Huntington, Williston, Waterbury, Stowe, and Underhill/Jericho. We are also an automatic 
response with Richmond Fire, which means both departments respond simultaneously to any call in either 
town. 

Thank you to the voters for approving the 2000 gallon tanker truck at our last town meeting. We 
hope to take delivery in Fall 2024. 

This year saw three major flooding incidents in our town. Several members of  the fire department were on 
call for many days in a row for each incident recommending evacuations and monitoring the roads. They also 
assisted in pumping basements and clearing debris. 

Thank you to the members and the community that supports them. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Gervia, Fire Chief

Bolton Volunteer Fire Department
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OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC)

Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD)
Chittenden Unit for Special Investigations (CUSI)

Community Senior Center
Home Health & Hospice (HHH)

Legislative Report
Our Community Cares Camp (OCCC)

Project Altogether Now
Richmond Rescue

Vermont Department of Health
Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Vermont Spay Neuter Incentive Program (VSNIP)
Waterbury Senior Center

Volunteers, led by Will Peery, assemble a boardwalk in the PPCA.
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COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER
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A winter walk to Honey Hollow.
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PROJECT ALL TOGETHER NOW
Project All Together Now (ATN) is a community based and youth led organization that works to ensure equitable 
mental health and wellbeing across our five town school district. ATN has come about from 7 years of community 
efforts to support youth in our community around isolation, suicidality, the pressures of substance use conformity 
and a general lack of things to do for everyone in rural Vermont. We operate within the MMUUSD providing our 
youth with support, aid, and opportunities such as jobs, internships, recreation and the ability to express themselves 
in the community with all their great ideas and talents.

Project All Together Now – Equitable mental health & wellbeing from a youth and community-based organization.

RICHMOND RESCUE ANNUAL REPORT
This last year was the busiest in our history. We went on 1,252 calls and transported 750 patients between January 1, 
2023, and December 31, 2023. Our volunteers and employees were excited to get more opportunities to keep their 
skills sharp.

Public education and outreach have been a big focus of the last year. Early in the year, we gave away more than 100 
bicycle helmets to children who live in our service area. We also had a booth set up at the Vermont City Marathon 
Expo where we engaged with many runners and traded a few minutes of CPR instruction for a delicious stick of Cabot 
cheese or some Slopeside Maple Syrup.

We took delivery of Richmond Rescue Car 1 in the spring. Car 1 is a Ford Explorer outfitted to provide a medical 
response when our ambulance is not available. It gives us more flexibility in our everyday response and also allows 
our backcountry rescue team to transport their equipment more easily.

The other big purchase we made was adding two LUCAS Devices to our ambulances. Lucas Devices perform chest 
compressions instead of EMTs doing it manually. The device improves rescuer safety and never needs to take a break. 

Statistics from 2023:
Total requests for service: 1,252
Calls for service in Bolton: 107
Calls for service on I-89 in Bolton: 29
Average ambulance response time in Bolton:  18 minutes
Number of active volunteers in 2023: 45
Total volunteer hours: 22,101
Address signs made in 2023: 81
Total address signs made since the start of the program: 1,112

The coming year will see the delivery of a 2023 Ford F550 ambulance. We were able to return our 2014 ambulance 
to the factory where they removed the patient care compartment and mounted it onto the new chassis. Remounting 
an ambulance in this way saves about 30% over buying a completely new ambulance. 

Beyond responding to 911 calls, we are proud to offer several other public health services. We continue to offer af-
fordable E911 address signage, courses, and bystander trainings through our CPR training center and car seat fitting. 
As a public health organization, we consider these initiatives central to our mission. 

We are grateful for the privilege of serving our communities and look forward to the coming year.

Sincerely,
The Board of Directors and Members of Richmond Rescue
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                                          TIME TO SPAY & NEUTER CATS & DOGS and LICENSE! 

The VT Spay Neuter Incen�ve Program (VSNIP), under VT Economic Services is administered by VT 
Volunteer Services for Animals Humane Society (VVSA). Funded by a $4.00 fee added to the licensing of 
dogs, resources are limited by the number of dogs licensed as required by law by 6 months of age. A 
rabies vaccina�on is required to license. The first vaccina�on can be given at 12 weeks of age. If unable 
to schedule an appointment with a vet office, Community Animal Aid (free to those on public assistance: 
734-0259 at the E. Barre Fire Sta�on) & Tractor Supply host monthly clinics. A�er vaccina�ng, contact 
your Town Clerk to license your dog. By statute, unlicensed dogs can be seized. Rabies is in Vermont and 
it is deadly. 

Licensing iden�fies your dog and is proof the dog is protected in the event biten by an animal, but 
would s�ll need immediate medical aten�on. Vaccina�ons and licensing protect if they bite another 
animal or person, which could result in the quaran�ne of the animal or euthanized. If not proven by 
being licensed to be currently vaccinated, tes�ng for rabies requires the brain to be examined. 

For an Applica�on for VSNIP send a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: VSNIP, PO Box 104, Bridgwater, 
VT 05034. Note if it is for a cat, dog, or both. To print out, go to: VSNIP.Vermont.Gov.  VSNIP helps income 
challenged Vermonters with neutering and vaccina�ons. If approved, you’ll receive a Voucher and 
instruc�ons. If not, a list of low-cost resources will be sent. Several humane socie�es host spay neuter 
clinics open to the public. Your cost for a VSNIP surgery is $27.00, if without complica�ons. The balance 
is paid by fellow Vermonters with their $4.00 fee collected at licensing. Veterinarians and their staff are 
the backbone of this important program. Thanks to their generosity and altruis�c vision, Vermont no 
longer uses rou�ne euthanasia as a means of popula�on control. Sincerely thank your veterinarian for 
their par�cipa�on in VSNIP. If not currently a par�cipa�ng office, please ask them to join and help 
make a difference in your community. They are very needed.  

Facts: Female cats as young as 4 months can become pregnant. The “mom” cat can/will become 
pregnant when nursing is finished. Males travel for miles to find a female in heat, o�en not returning. 
Cats and dogs (naturally) mark their territory if not neutered. Resolve Carpet Cleaner and a single moth 
ball in its place will help deter from repeat markings. (Do not use moth balls with young children in the 
house.) 70% of cats and 15% of dogs using VSNIP are reported as strays or abandoned, which is cruel and 
illegal. Please do promote VSNIP, helping those that cannot afford to neuter, that will otherwise 
reproduce over and over. Repeat liters can cause uterine infec�on, mammary tumors, kidney failure, 
etc., leading to death. “Farm” cats are especially at risk. Be wary of any seller of animals that won’t allow 
you to see how they are kept before acquiring and want to meet in a parking lot. Animals are o�en used 
as a means of making money, and their life may be the inside a room or cage. Please be the voice for 
those that cannot speak. Purchasing does not ‘save’ one, it ‘enables’ those to con�nue to misuse animals 
for money. Thank you for promo�ng this �me proven program. 

Thanks to now re�red Lynn Murrell, DVM, who first agreed to extend reduced rates for animals in need, 
and all the Veterinarians and Clinics that served for the last forty years plus. A sincere thank you to 
Bernard “Snook” Downing for helping support many animals in need over the years with his hard work, 
contribu�ons, and the donors we are unable to thank in print – but you know who you are!       Together 
We Truly Do Make a Difference!       800 HI VSNIP (1-800-448-7647)           

Sue Skaskiw, Administrator: VSNIP       Execu�ve Director: VVSA    
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SCHOOL SECTION

Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District Our Schools' Reports
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