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4 Subject: Public service; telecommunications companies; electric and natural gas utilities; 

5 enhanced 911; weatherization gross receipts tax; utility consumer complaint 

6 records; regulatory gross receipts tax 

7 Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to amend Vermont's utility laws by 

8 (1) prohibiting "slamming" by telecommunications companies, (2) amending the 

9 telecommunications incentive regulation law, (3) amending the universal service law and 

10 authorizing high cost area credits, (4) reauthorizing the enhanced 911 law, (5) allowing 

11 billback charges in Federal Energy Regulatory Commission proceedings, (6) authorizing 

12 energy assurance programs for low income customers, (7) authorizing incentive 

13 regulation for electric and natural gas utilities, (8) allowing additional time in rate design 

14 cases, and allowing campground submetering, (9) reauthorizing the weatherization gross 

15 receipts tax, (10) maintaining the confidentiality of utility consumer complaint records, 

16 (11) extending and amending the regulatory gross receipts tax rates, and (12) amending 

17 various laws relating to public service board reports, members, and staff. 

18 AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANIES 
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BILL AS INTRODUCED 
1996 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont: 

* * *Telecommunications* * * 

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 208a is added to read: 

§ 208a. SELECTION OF PRIMARY INTEREXCHANGE CARRIER 

H.792 
Page 2 

(a) No provider of telecommunications interexchange services shall submit a primary 

interexchange carrier change order to a local exchange telecommunications company 

unless and until the interexchange carrier has obtained express authorization from the 

customer for the change. Upon reguest of the customer, offers to provide 

telecommunications interexchange services shall be sent to the customer in written form 

describing the terms and conditions of service. As used in this section, "express 

authorization" means an express, affirmative act by the customer clearly agreeing to the p. ,, _ 
...-St!!e . ,<..a., 

change in primary interexchange carrier, in the form of a written authorization/ recorded 

electronic authorization, or some other form of recorded authorization. 

(b) If the public service board determines after opportunity for hearing that an 

interexchange carrier has failed to comply with this section, or rules adopted by the board 

in submitting a primary interexchange carrier change order, in addition to other penalties 

under this title, the board shall direct the interexchange carrier to reimburse the local 

exchange carrier for any costs associated with the invalid primary interexchange carrier 

change order. 

(c) The public service board shall adopt such rules as are necessary to carry out the 
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, a customer initiated call to the interexchange carrier, an oral authorization 

verified bv an independent third party 
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1 purposes of this section. Such rules shall be no less stringent than the federal rules 

2 relating to primary interexchange carrier changes, and shall include such further 

3 provisions as are needed to implement the provisions of this section. 

4 Sec. 2. ADOPTION OF RULES 
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5 The public service board shall, within 60 days of the effective date of this section, 

6 adopt emergency rules implementing Sec. 1 of this act. Such emergency rules shall 

7 remain in effect until permanent rules are adopted. Within one year of the effective date 

8 of this section, the public service board shall establish permanent rules to prohibit 

9 unauthorized primary interexchange carrier changes. 

10 Sec. 3. 30 V.S.A. § 226b is amended to read: 

11 § 226b. INCENTIVE REGULATION OF BASIC EXCHANGE TELECOMMUNI-

12 CATIONS PROVIDERS 

13 (a) Upon petition of a basic exchange telecommunications service provider, upon 

14 request of the department of public service, or on its own initiative, the public service 

15 board may approve alternative forms of regulation other than the traditional methods 

16 based upon cost of service, rate base and rate of return. 

17 (b) As used in this section: 

18 (1) "Alternative forms of regulation" include, but are not limited to, incentive 

19 regulation, earnings sharing, categorization of services for the purpose of pricing, price 

20 caps, price indexing formulae, ranges of authorized returns, detariffing and reduction or 

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper LEG-39703-1 



BILL AS INTRODUCED 
1996 

1 suspension of regulatory requirements. 

H.792 
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2 (2) "Basic exchange telecommunications service" has the same meaning as under 

3 section 226a of this title. 

4 ( c) The board shall approve alternative forms of regulation only if it finds, after notice 

5 and hearing, that such regulation, in its entirety: 

6 (1) promotes the general good of the state; 

7 (2) is consistent with the state telecommunications purposes established under 

8 section 202c of this title; 

9 (3) is consistent with the state telecommunications plan adopted by the department 

1 O of public service under section 202d of this title, or there exists good cause to approve 

11 alternative forms of regulation notwithstanding this inconsistency; 

12 (4) is consistent with the public's interests relating to appropriate quality 

13 telecommunications services; 

14 (5) is consistent with the goal of protecting or promoting universal service to 

15 residential users of telecommunications; 

16 (6) provides reasonable incentives for the creation of a modern 

17 telecommunications infrastructure and the appropriate implementation of new 

18 cost-effective technologies; 

19 (7) reasonably supports economic development in the affected service territory; 

20 (8) adequately protects consumer privacy interests; 
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(9) supports reasonable competition; 
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(10) includes adequate safeguards to insure that charges for noncompetitive services 

do not subsidize competitive services; and 

( 11) is just and reasonable and would not produce unjust discrimination between 

users of the public switched network in the pricing, quality, or availability of the network 

functions or services offered. 
.s~e f' . So.-

(sd_) Prier;to ap~g..w:.me;l~~e torm of t:iQWlatioR: rnitll t:iSf)8Gt to a 

specific ~ eles - unications provider, the board shall establish, and may 

amend from time to time, standards and procedures-by-which the effectiveness of the 

~ ned =====--------=--
( e) In reviewing a petition to approve alternative forms of regulation, the board shall 

follow procedures substantially similar to those contained in sections 225, 226 and 227 of 

this title, except that if the board has not acted on the petition within nine months after the 

board has ordered suspension and investigation, the petition shall be deemed granted. By 

rule, the board may prescribe the minimum contents of a filing under this section. 

(f) Where a petition for alternative forms ofregulation has been filed by the 

department or a basic exchange telecommunications service provider, and the board 

determines that the proposal does not satisfy the requirements of this section, it may 

either reject the proposal or issue an ercler ef emiclitiennl !lf'flt't>V!ll a proposed order 

approving alternative regulation with such modifications as the board determines 
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( d) Prior to approving ffl' ,. modifying. or renewing an alternative form 

of regulation with respect to a specific basic exchange telecommunications 

provider, the board shall establish, and may amend from time to time, 

standards and procedures by which the effectiveness of the alternative form of 

regulation can be determined. 
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necessary to satisfy the reguirements of this section. Within 20 days after issuance of a 

proposed order under this section, any party may submit comments and may offer to 

provide additional evidence concerning the proposed order. After review of such 

comments, and after conducting any additional hearings that the board determines to be 

necessary, the board shall issue a final order with such modifications as the board 

determines to be necessary to satisfy the reguirements of this section. If the board 
reasonably 

determines that a,ehiitienol evidence offered by a party/ should have been introduced at 

hearings prior to the proposed order, the board may exclude such evidence. The board 

shall issue its final order within 45 days after the proposed order is issued, or within 90 

days after the proposed order is issued if further hearings have been held. 

(g) Any final order approving or modifying ef alternative forms of regulation shall, by 

its terms, take effect not sooner than 6B 30 days following its issuance. During those 60 

clays, the basie e:x:ehttnge teleeommUH:ieations serYiee provider sttbjeet to the orcler may 

:file at the boarcl a statement that it cleelines to be regttlatecl ttncler the orcler. Follo•wing the 

:filing of stteh a statement, the basie e:x:ehttnge teleeommttflieations se~·i ee provider shall 

eontintte to be regttlatecl UH:cler all orclers fl:H:cl regttlations that applied before 8ft orcler \Ytts 

issttecl approving altemative forms of regttlation. 

(h) An order establishing an alternative form of regulation may include: 

(1) exemption from or reduction of the requirements of sections 218(a), 225, 226 

and 22 7 of this title, including rate of return requirements; 
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1 (2) terms and conditions for establishing new services, withdrawing services, price 

2 changes to services, and services by contract to individual customers; and 

3 (3) other rates, terms, and conditions that the board finds to be consistent with the 

4 general considerations and standards under subsections ( c) and ( d) of this section. 

5 (i) While an order approving alternative forms of regulation is in effect, the 

6 department of public service and the public service board may conduct investigations into 

7 the effectiveness of the alternative forms of regulation, and whether a traditional form of 

8 regulation should be restored. Following notice and an opportunity for hearing, the 

9 public service board may terminate an order establishing an alternative form of regulation 

1 0 and restore a traditional form of regulation, or it may modify the order approving 

11 alternative forms of regulation. 

12 G) If at any time an order establishing an alternative form of regulation has been in 

13 effect for 48 moltths seven years without having been renewed, the order shall be deemed 

14 of no further force or effect and the waiver of statutory requirements under this title shall 

15 expire. All tariffs then in effect shall remain in effect until further order of the board. 

16 (k) A basic exchange telecommunications service provider operating under an 

17 alternative form of regulation, the department of public service, or the public service 

18 board may initiate a proceeding to renew an order approving an alternative form of 

19 regulation. The provisions of this section shall apply to a proposed renewal of an 

20 alternative form of regulation. The board may issue orders approving, denying, or 

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper LEG-39703-1 



BILL AS INTRODUCED 
1996 

H.792 
Page 8 

1 modifying the proposed renewal. In reviewing a proposed renewal of an alternative form 

2 of regulation, the board may consider the basic exchange telecommunications service 

3 provider's performance for the duration of the alternative form of regulation in effect at 

4 the time the renewal is initiated. Nothing in this section shall require the board to 

ervice rate base, or rate of return analyses . 

~ad·:z:::=====-=----5 

6 

7 

8 

. asic telecommunications service" means that a customer has available at his 

10 permitting origination and te 

11 (B) the ability to transmi network switching instructions through tones 

12 generated by customer-owned equipment, 

13 (C) the ability to transmit and receive,the customer's computer-generated digital 

14 data, either by digital or analog transmission, reliabl)"and at common transmission rates, 

15 using customer-owned equipment; 

16 (D) the ability to communicate quickly and effectively with emergency 

17 response personnel; ttnd 

18 (E) access to the telecommunications relay service, as authorized under section 

19 218a of this title~ 

20 
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4 customer's location: and 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

0 V.S.A. § 7515 is amended to read: 

§ 7515. 

17 ttniversal ser,1iee or ttniform eeonomie development. 
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the 

18 (b) The pttblie serviee board shall eondttet a stttdy of the eosts and other &etors 

19 affeeting the delivery of loeal e,cehftftge serviee. The stttdy shall be eondtteted 

20 
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After eonsidering infermation on ho•w •vttriotts fitetors nffeet the eosts of 

(2) E"imllle ' on,hip belween !,o:,ie teleeefflffltlftieHtton, ,en-iee charges 

• vel beyond vthieh ttni·,ersnl residential sen1iee 

is likely to be harmed. 

(3) Estimate the relationship hehveen bnsie teleeomm:ttnieations serviee ehttrges 
' 

Md opportttflities fer ttfliferm eeonomie development throttghottt the state, Md the 

inelttding at least the fellowing: 

(A) establishing a mnximttm priee fer bnsie teleeomm:ttnieations serviee, 

beyond vthieh ettstomers wottld have neeess, vtithottt regttrd to ineome, to ere<iits or 

vottehers negotiable fer loenl eX'ehnnge serviee from a loenl eX'ehnnge pro·,ider or ' 
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10 The re3ttlt3 of the 3tttcly, together with M Y, plttn for Mftencling ancl cli3tribttting funcl3 

11 ttncler thi3 geetion, 3httll be 3ttbmittecl to the general assembly on or before Jttftttttry 15, 

12 +9967 

13 (a) The general assembly intends that the universal service charge, and the high cost 

14 area credits authorized by this section, be used as a means of keeping basic 

15 telecommunications service affordable in all parts of this state, thereby maintaining 

16 universal service while enhancing the prospects for competition among basic 

17 telecommunications service providers. 

18 (b) As used in this section: 

19 (1) "A high cost area" means an area of the state where the public service board 

20 ~ detem:ii -
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etitors offer basic telecommunications service to an area the ublic service board 

shall d ne a method to determine whether the area is a hi h cost area. 

e rice of basic telecommunications service" in an area is the lowest 

available monthlruecurring charge for service to a residential customer, for wireline 

service meeting the re(iuirements of basic telecommunications service, plus the average 

amount spent by customer • • n that area on per-minute charges for local service. 

(c) Each residential custome· :,residing in a high cost area shall be entitled to a credit 

against the monthly price of basic telecommunications service. The customer's bill shall 

show both the gross amount of service ana: the amount of the appropriate credit. The 

board shall adopt rules for determining the amount of the appropriate credit. 

(d) Customers in a particular geographic area sliall receive equal credits, regardless of 

the carrier they have chosen to provide basic telecommunications service: provided, 

,, 

however, that high cost credits shall be available only to customers of carriers that meet 

generally acceptable minimum service quality standards, and any wireline carrier must 

meet minimum service area obligations established by the public service board. 

(e) Credits awarded to customers shall be reimbursed by the fiscal agent from 

universal service charge receipts collected by the fiscal agent. Credits may be awarded in 

the form of a settlement against a carrier's liability for universal service charges. 
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ing obligations under this chapter. However, the rate so established 

xceed twe five percent of retail telecommunications service, and 

of section 7511 of this title. The board's decision sltall be entered each year not later than 

June 15. However, if the general assembly does not enact an authorization amount for 

E-911 before May 15, the Board may defer decision until 30 days after t 

authorization is established, and the existing charge rate shall remain in effect unti the 

4 Mllltl~ablishes..11 new----i:ate.i----------------------=::::.c• 

Sec. 7. 30 V.S.A. § 7523(c) is added to read: 
8ee P. /'3a.,.; 

~c) ~ llllges inu,o~.....i-1,yath 

subcha rivate mon'tes • lie revenue and shall not be 

transferred to an other than in the 

16 Sec. 8. 30 V.S.A. § 7524 is amended to read: 

17 § 7524. PAYMENT TO FISCAL AGENT 

18 (a) Telecommunications service providers shall pay to the fiscal agent all universal 

19 service charge receipts collected from customers. The J}ttblie serviee beard shall 

20 establish, ttfl6fl heariflg, a efl.J} efl ttfliversal serviee eharges imJ}esed ttflder this sttbehfl.J}ter 
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(c) Universal service charges imposed and collected by the fiscal agent under 

this subchapter shall not be transferred to any other fund or used to support 

the cost of any activity other than in the manner authorized by section 7 511 of 

this title. 
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1 se thfi"t a ettstemer's tr1erage tmfl:ttal ttnh·ersal service charge payments per line er line 

2 cqttivalent dees net cX:cccd the charges eX:pcetcd te be paid by the line er line cqtth•a:lcnts 

3 representing the 95th percentile ef stteh payments. The fiscal agent shall, as directed by 

4 the pttblic service beard, dcvclep mechanisms te implement this cap, which may inclttdc 

5 an a:nnttal refund mechanism administered ttpen a:ppliefi"tien ef affected cttstemcrs. The 

6 pttblic service beard may amend stteh cap and aeijttstment mechanism frem time te time. 

7 A report in a form approved by the public service board shall be included with each 

8 payment. 

9 (b) Payments shall be made monthly, by the 15th day of the month, and shall be based 
If the amount is small 

10 upon amounts collected in the preceding month. IL e the board may allow payment 

11 cf II I) r tr to be made less frequently, and may permit payment on an accrual 

12 basis. 

13 (c) Telecommunications service providers shall maintain records adequate to 

14 demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this chapter. The board or the fiscal 

15 agent may examine those records in a reasonable manner. Payments shall be made 

16 menthly, b'.Y the 15th day ef the menth, Md shall be based ttpen a:mettnts ceHcctcd in the 

17 preceding menth. 

18 W @ When a payment is due under this section by a telecommunications service 

19 provider who has provided customer credits under the lifeline program, the amount due 

20 may be reduced by the amount of credit granted. At a freqttcncy determined by the public 
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serviee boarcl, but at least ftflflually, a general settlement shall be macle bctvvccn each 

telecommunications service proviclcr ancl the fiscal agent. 

Sec. 9. REAUTHORIZATION OF E-911 LAWS 

Sec. 10 of Act No. 197 of the Acts of 1994 is amended to read: 

Sec. 10. SUNSET PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1 ancl 2 of this act, relating to cnhancccl 911, except 30 V.S.A. §§ 7059, 7060, ancl 

7061(b) arc rcpcalccl on July 1, 1996. Subchaptcr 3 of chapter -8-=7 88 of Title 30 

(univer~ l service charge) is repealed on July 1, 1998. 
Bee-,.,,, lo£- ,A;.- ~ec. 'let. 

Sec. 10. 30 V.S.A. § 7051(7) is amended to read: 

(7) "Enhanced 911 system" and "enhanced 911 services" mean a system 

consisting of selective routing with the capability of automatic number and location 

identification at a public safety answering point, network circuits, data bases and 

answering equipment, which enables a user of the public telecommunications system to 

request emergency services by dialing the digits 911 and provides the capability to 

automatically display the name of an individual, unless otherwise requested by such 

individual in accordance with rules adopted by the board, and the address;- and telephone 

number of incomin~ 911 calls at the appropriate public safety answering point. 
See f'. /Sh 

_.._lllillil-.lll,'M~.i!i.'iA.~ ~ ~~·· . i:s:::add 

e U in the enhanced 
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Sec. 9a. E-911 STATUS REPORTS 

During 1996 and 1997 the E-911 board shall report to the general 

assembly on or before the 15th day o(July and January with a status report on 

the E-911 system. The report shall include the following information. and such 

other information as the board determines may be useful in describing how 

the board is developing and implementing the E-911 system in accordance 

with the intent ofthe legislature in authorizing the E-911 system: 

(1) the status of any contract negotiations and implementation of 

executed contracts. including a description of the details of any significant 

contract: 

(2) a current estimate of expenditures for the current and next 

succeeding fiscal years: 

0) an assessment oftotal system reliability: 

(4) the status ofanticipated and actual primary and secondary 

public safety answering points.· 

(5) the status ofthe E-911 data base. including a description ofthe 

measures taken to ensure the privacy and reliability ofthe information in the 

data base. 

LEG-44762-1 
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Sec. 11. 30 VS.A. § 7059(d) is added to read: 

(d) Ifa municipality has adopted conventional street addressing for 

enhanced 911 addressing purposes. the municipality shall ensure that an 

individual who so requests will not have his or her street address and name 

linked in a municipal public record. but the individual shall be required to 

provide a mailing address. The request required by this subsection shall be in 

writing and shall be filed with the municipal clerk. Requests under this 

subsection shall be confidential. A form shall be prepared by the board and 

made generally available to the public by which the confidentiality option 

established by this subsection may be exercised. 
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* * * Energy * * * 

Sec. 12. 30 V.S.A. § 20(b)(9) is added to read: 

(b) Proceedings for which additional personnel may be retained are: 

* * * 

H.792 
Page 16 

(9) proceedings at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission which involve 

Vermont utilities or which may affect the interests of the state of Vermont. Costs under 

this subdivision shall be charged to the involved electric or natural gas companies 

pursuant to section 21 (a) of this title. In cases where the proceeding is generic in nature 

the costs shall be allocated to electric or natural gas companies b; the ;dsliz lit 

ecru ti in proportion to the benefits sought for the customers of such companies from such 

advocacy. 3ee .P /ba., 

Sec. 13. SUNSET OF FERC BILLBACK AUTHORITY 
Jg 

Sec. • shall be repealed on July 1, 2000. 

section a of this section at the re as 

18 ublic service board ma 
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The Public Service Board and the Department of Public Service shall report 

quarterly to the Joint Fiscal Committee all costs incurred and expenditures 

charged under the authority ofthis subsection. and the purpose for which such 

costs were incurred and expenditures made. 
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ers and those customers' abilit to afford electric and natural as services. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

ersons who meet the criteria of subdivision c 3 of this section. 

7 On or before January 1, 199,7 the board shall report to the general assembly 

8 describing any petitions relating to energy assurance programs, and any orders of the 

9 board establishing such programs. On o before January 1, 1998 the board shall report to 

10 the general assembly describing any additional,,petitions for energy assurance programs 

13 the board shall identify and explain the amount and rate of subsidies used in each 

14 program, the customer classes affected by such subsidies, the benefits to customers and 

15 others as a result of each program, and the costs to customers and others as a result of 

16 each program. 

17 Sec. 16. 30 V.S.A. § 218d is added to read: 

18 § 218d. INCENTIVE REGULATION OF NATURAL GAS AND ELECTRIC 

19 UTILITIES 
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affect the availabili 
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1 "Alternative forms of re ulation" include but are not limited to erformance-

based regulation, incentive regulation, earnings sharing, categorization of services for the 

ran es of authorized returns and 

reduction or suspension of regulatory requirements. 

(2) "Natural gas or electric utility" shall mean any company subject to the 

(c) The board shall approve alternative forms of regulation only if it finds, after 

notice and hearing. that such regulation, in its entirety: 

(1) will promote the general good of the state; 

(2) for an electric utility, is consistent with the state electrical energy p an 

established under section 202 of this title; 

(3) is consistent with and provides active encouragement towards attaining the 
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of this title· 
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4 section 218c o :,this title or, in the absence of an approved plan, is consistent with the 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

duce lower ener costs for consumers· 

(8) will foster the long-term production and delivery of electricity or natural gas 

in a manner that will improve the choic , s of service: 

(9) except as may be authorized in an energy assurance program under section 

218(d) of this title, will not result in cross-subsi :ization among or between groups of 

utility customers, or between the portion of the utility s business or operations subject to 

the alternative form of regulation and any unregulated po 

operations: 

(10) is consistent with maintenance of safe, adequate and reliaJ;>le service and will 

maintain or improve preexisting service quality and consumer protection safeguards: and 

(11) reasonably supports economic activity in the economy of the affect~d service 

territory. 

d Prior to a an alternative form of re ulation with res ect t0 

20 .,...11pecif~ur-l ga.5:::()f:ele~ty. the boar:d shall esiahlish. and :may: amend from 
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iilM 1io ~ .d,s;@Gmf)f0eedmes by whieh-.:the effeetiv_:eness 0f: the--altemativ~ form 

of r ulation can be determined. The rocedures shall include a mechanism for the board 

ment to monitor and review the alternative form of regulation on a periodic 

9 follow procedures substantially similar to those contained in sections 225, 226 and 227 of 

10 this title, except that if the board has not acted on the petition within nine months after the 

12 rule, the board may prescribe the minimum contents of a filing under this section. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

de artment or a natural as or electric utili osal 

does not satisfy the requirements of this section, it may either rej~ct the proposal or issue 

a proposed order approving alternative regulation with such modifications as the board 

determines necessary to satisfy the requirements of this section. Within 2 days after 

issuance of a ro osed order under this section an 

offer to provide additional evidence concerning the proposed order. After review o such 

HMm~r ~oocl11eting:);llly~additiooal hearings that the bo.ar.d.determines. .. to be-
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(g) Any order instituting a ternative forms of regulation shall, by its terms, take effect 

not sooner than 30 days following its • ssuance. 

(h) An order establishing an alternativ • form of regulation may include: 

price changes to services, and services by contract to individual customers: 

(3) terms and conditions relating to structural or nonstructural safeguards 

necessary to achieve the purposes of this section: and 

( 4) other rates, terms, and conditions that the board finds to be consistent with the 

general considerations and standards under subsections (c) and (d) of this section. 

(i) An order establishing an alternative form of regulation shall not include the 

reduction or suspension of the regulatory reguirements of section 249 of this title, or the 

lilM11p11~c.0r..rm w.tioas@t aa» e.thef statutruy~ r-r..egulatoe ;:reguir~mentsrof: thi-s title foci-•,_.:.::.-=-_ 
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1 -ilte ~,tne;c-flll'J,petitivce;t>.urehase an~sale ef eleetrieity in this state. 

5 alternative forms o egulation and whether a traditional form of regulation should be 

8 form of regulation, or it may modi:fY the order approving alternative forms of regulation. 

9 Where the board revokes prior approval o an alternative form of regulation, the board 

11 reasonable or shall establish new rates that are just ana reasonable either upon revocation 

12 or by commencing an investigation into the company's rate~under section 227(b) of this 

13 title. 

14 (k) If at any time an order establishing an alternative form of regu ation has been in 

15 effect for 48 months without having been renewed, the order shall be deemed,of no 

16 further force or effect and the waiver of statutory reguirements under this title shall 
-1(, 

18 Sec. 17. 30 V.S.A. § 227(a) is amended to read: 

19 (a) If the board orders that a change shall not go into effect until final determination 

20 of the proceedings, it shall proceed to hear the matter as promptly as possible and shall 
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make its determination within seven months from the date that the change otherwise 

would have gone into effect. If a company files for a change in rate design among classes 

of ratepayers, and the company has a rate case pending before the board, the board shall 

make its determination on the rate design change within seven months after the rate case 

is decided by the board. If the board fails to make its determination within such time the 

time periods set by this subsection, the changed rate schedules filed by the company shall 

become effective and final. 

Sec. 18. 30 V.S.A. § 249a is added to read: 

§ 249a. CAMPGROUND SUBMETERING 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 249 of this title or any other provision of 

this title, a person operating a recreational campground may provide submetered electric 

service to campground users on a nonprofit basis, if such service is provided in 

accordance with rules adopted by the board, including rules relating to notice of rates and 

charges, accuracy of electrical submeters, and reasonable billing and complaint 

procedures. 
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On or before October 1, 1996 the secretary of human services shall report to the 

General Assembly with.hli: 81 her findings concerning the goals of the weatherization 

program, tegctbar with objective benchmarks that can be used to measure the program's 

progress in achieving its goals. On or before January 1, 1998 the secretary shall report to 

the General Assembly identifying whether the program has achieved its stated 

benchmarks, and whether any additional public funds are needed to achieve its goals. The 

report shall include a financial and performance review of the weatherization program 

with focus on performance measures for effectiveness and efficiency to be conducted by 

the auditor of accounts. 

* * * General * * * 

Sec. 21. 1 V.S.A. § 317(b)(23) is added to read: 

(23) Information and records provided to the department of public service by an 

individual for the purposes of having the department assist that individual in resolving a 

dispute with a utility regulated by the department, or by the utility or any other person in 

connection with the individual's dispute. 

(2) 

whichever is greater; 

~ a~ 3} is:-amencledtteneaa~: ----------llliiii::i===-

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper LEG-39703-1 



H. 792 P. 25 a 

***Gross Receipts Tax Rates; July 1, 1996 to June 30, 1998 * * * 

Sec. 24. 30 VS.A. § 22(a)(I), (2), and (6) are amended to read: 

(1) For companies, cooperative, municipal or privately owned, generating, 

distributing, selling or transmitting electric energy, -:-fJ0-4-§ . 0050 of gross 

operating revenue; 

(2) For telephone companies, -:-fJ0-4-§ . 0050 of gross operating revenue. or 

$100. 00. whichever is greater; 

(6) For companies whose sole telephone business consists of owning 

customer-owned, coin-operated telephones with total annual revenues of less than 

$5,000.00, the choice of either -:-fJ0-4-§ . 0050 of gross operating revenue from 

telephone revenues or the amount of $20. 00; 

***Gross Receipts Tax Rates; July 1, 1998 and thereafter*** 

Sec. 24a. 30 VS.A. § 22(a)(1), (2) , and (6) are amended to read: 

(I) For companies, cooperative, municipal or privately owned, generating, 

distributing, selling or transmitting electric energy, 4}0-50 . 0045 of gross 

operating revenue; 

(2) For telephone companies, 4}0-50 . 0045 of gross operating revenue, or 

$100. 00, whichever is greater; 

LEG-44774-1 



P. 25 b 

(6) For companies whose sole telephone business consists of owning 

customer-owned, coin-operated telephones with total annual revenues of less than 

$5,000.00, the choice of either 4}(}-5f} . 0045 of gross operating revenue from 

telephone revenues or the amount of $20. 00; 

Sec. 24b. REGULATORY EXPENSES RELATING TO REGULATED UTILITIES 

The public service board and the department ofpublic service shall work to 

ensure that the regulatory expenses ofregulated utilities are not subsidized by the 

customers of other regulated utilities. 
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least evezy five years for efficiency and effectiveness in carrying out the public service 

policies and goals of this state. Copies of the report shall be sent to the members of the 

house committee on ways and means, the house committee on commerce, and the senate 

committee on finance. n B ,. Ill!, ~ / .., l 
'9ee P ~'1ttt- f'IW" ~~ • "" .,.. 4'\ ~ 

The annual salary an 

erior court judge. The annual salary of each 
each of whom shall serve on a 

of the other members of the public service board,-,, eaiilliil .. _.illM.--.IN!llll!ltl._.. .. .,,._...1!!119-
part- time basis 

bnjs, shall be equal to 50 pereem: two-thirds of 

Sec. 27. POSITION AUTHORIZED 
One Ql exempt position - utility ana l yst is authorized in fiscal year 

fn-ftS'ccaI=year-1-99-9 ~~enwti-positiOIP -ttti-liiy.aool-yst--iS=al:lthofi.zed withi~ 
1997 which shall be transferred and converted from existing vacant postions in the 
~S~@ 8 8818. 

executive branch of state government by the sec r etary of administration. 

~ ~ E€'FIVE D,'i:'FE ,S~e. f. :<_ ~ ,b -G:>r-&cs • "-1o- ~8 
~-~;;::.,-, 

This act shall take eTTP1""---.L''" assa e exce t that Sec. 22 minimum ross revenue tax 

for telecommunications com 

18 Secs. 26 and 27 ublic service board members an 

19 
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* * * Compensation of Public Service Board Members; 
from passage to June 30, 1998 * * * 

Sec. 26. 32 VS.A. § 1 OJ 2 is amended to read: 

§ 1012. PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

The annual salary of the chairperson of the public service board shall be 

the same as fixed for each superior court judge. The annual salary of each of 

the other members of the public service board, each of whom shall serve on a 

part-time basis, shall be equal to 50percent two-thirds of that of the 

chairperson. The annual salary of the clerk of such board shall be fixed by the 

board with the approval of the governor. 

* * * Compensation of Public Service Board Members; 
July 1, 1998 and thereafter * * * 

Sec. 26a. 32 VS.A. § 1 OJ 2 is amended to read: 

§ 1012. PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

The annual salary of the chairperson of the public service board shall be 

the same as fixed for each superior court judge. The annual salary of each of 

the other members of the public service board, each of whom shall serve on a 

part-time basis, shall be equal to trtJo-thirds 50 percent of that of the 

chairperson. The annual salary of the clerk of such board shall be fixed by the 

board with the approval of the governor. 
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