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2015 Vermont Working Lands Coalition Platform

Members of the Vermont Working Lands Coalition are united in support of the farm,
forest, and value-adding businesses that are at the foundation of the working landscape
that benefits all Vermonters.

This year the Working Landscape Coalition stands together in committed support for
investment through the Working Lands Enterprise Board (WLEB).

We will work together to support our goal of $1,000,000 in funding for WLEB in the 2015
State Budget with resources committed to support the three statutory features of WLEB
supports to farm, forest and valued added business development: Enterprise
Investments, Service Provider Grants, and Capital and Infrastructure Improvement.

WLEB plays a critically important role as a spear point for the renaissance of Vermont’s
working lands economy. In addition to promoting its budget, we will share its success
stories, encourage applications, and help to leverage assistance to the key businesses
advanced through this initiative.

The Working Landscape Partnership, which the Coalition represents and leads, supports a
strong Current Use program that provides fair and predictable taxation for enterprise
lands, and continued conservation investments through VHCB especially for developing
farms and for forest lands. These long term policies and investments are essential, but not
sufficient, for the sustained growth of Vermont’s working lands economy.

Vermont Working Lands Coalition Members

The Center for an Agricultural Economy Vermont Council on Rural Development

Green Mountain Dairy Farmers Cooperative The Vermont Farm Bureau

NOFA VT The Vermont Land Trust

Preservation Trust of Vermont The Vermont Natural Resources Council
Shelburne Farms The Vermont Wood Manufacturers Association
Smokey House The Vermont Woodlands Association

The Vermont Association of Planning and The Woodstock Foundation

Development Agencies

The VWLC can be reached through the Vermont Council on Rural Development
PO Box 1384, Montpelier VT 05601-1384 | 802-223-5763 | pcostello@vtrural.org | vtworkinglands.org



