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The Bethel Selectboard Dedicates the 2023 Town Report to
Tim Mills and Carl Russell
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GRANTS 

  

  

Pumpkin People at Champlain Farms 

CURRENT/AWARDED Project Grant Amount Local Match Total
FY21 Better Connections Grant (VTrans/ACCD) Bethel Village & Stormwater Plan 97,500 7,500 105,000
FY23 VTrans Better Roads - Cat B Ditching Gilead/Wright 20,000 5,000 25,000
FY23 VTrans Structures Grant Bridge crosses Stoddard Brook on Peavine 183,924 20,436 204,360
FY23 Vtrans Paving Grant Christian Hill Road 200,000 40,000 240,000
FY23 Federal Earmark Sand Hill (water, stormwater, paving) 600,000 150,000 750,000
FY23 VTrans Grants in Aid Ditching Project to be decided in Spring 2023 45,000 11,250 56,250
FY22 VTrans Bike Ped Grant Church/Pleasant Street Sidewalk Project 424,000 106,000 530,000
FY23 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)Scoping for box culvert on Gilead 69,750 7,750 77,500
FY23 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)Scoping for box culvert on Gilead 3,875 0 3,875
FY24 Vtrans Better Roads Grant Replace 1 culvert on Deering 27,600 6,900 34,500
VOREC Trails, signage, etc. 331,809 0 331,809
Forest, Parks & Recreation Phase 2 of skate park 25,000 25,000 50,000
Vermont Community Foundation (EIC) Programming for Equity & Inclusion Com. 10,000 0 10,000
Resilient Communities Grant Program Assistance for Energy Com. People Power Only
St of Vt Recreational Facilities Grant Program bike rack, seating and exit ladders for pool 1,487 1,487 2,974
Association of VT Conservation Commissions blue bird house and bird books 570 0 570
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) WW pumps, generator, website, roads 583,205 0 583,205
Total of grants awarded: $3,005,042.56
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What is included in the Water System 
Improvements? 
▪ Installation of new 2”, 4” and 8” waterline and 

appurtenances on Sand Hill Road, Bicentennial 
Lane, Highland Avenue, Graham Street, Krystal 
Drive, and under the railroad.   

▪ New water services and curb stops will be 
installed to the edge of the right-of-way. 

▪ Replacement of the Gaiko Well House. 
▪ Construction of a new booster pump station to 

alleviate pressure issues on Krystal Drive 
▪ Refurbishment of the Boulevard Water Storage 

Tank. 
 
Why are the Water System Improvements 
required? 
▪ Existing water mains in the project area are 

past their useful lifespan and are prone to 
frequent leaks and breaks. 

▪ Boulevard water tank requires refurbishment to 
protect interior surfaces and prolong its 
lifespan. 

▪ Existing 2” galvanized steel water mains could 
negatively impact water quality. 

▪ The State of Vermont Drinking Water and 
Groundwater Protection Division is requiring 
construction of the Krystal Drive Pump Station 
and new Gaiko Well House.  Failure to 
complete these improvements could subject the 
system to fines or other enforcement action. 

 
What is the project cost and bond amount? 

 
Estimated Costs 

Item Description 
Estimated 

Cost 
Construction $1,810,000 
Construction Contingency (15%) $271,500 
Engineering $328,140 
Other Costs $76,000 

Total Project Cost $2,485,650 

Total Bond Amount $2,500,000 
 
Total Project Cost includes: construction costs, 
15% construction contingency, engineering, legal, 
short-term interest, and other costs.  
 
What are the available funding sources?  
Funding through the State of Vermont Drinking 
Water SRF Program is anticipated for a 40-year 
term at 1.5% interest rate, with loan forgiveness of 
approximately $425,000.   

 
Expected Funding Sources 

 
 
What is the projected impact on the current 
Water Rates? 
A typical Town residential water customer pays a 
base rate of $126.04 per quarter. That customer is 
anticipated to see their base rate increase by 
approximately $ 26.14 per quarter ($8.71 per 
month). The debt retirement for the proposed 
improvements will be shared by the water system 
customers and tax payers. The tax payers will pay 
for road work, hydrants and those associated 
engineering/contingency costs (23% of project 
costs). For a home valued at $250,000, that would 
be an approximate cost of $18.50 per year ($1.54 
per month). 
 
What if the bond vote does not pass in March? 
The Town would still be required to complete most 
of these the water system improvements and would 
miss out on subsidy available for other parts of the 
project as well.  Delays in completing this work will 
also increase the long-term cost due to ongoing 
inflation and the need to continue costly repairs to 
water mains. 
 
Will my water service be interrupted during 
construction? 
A few brief interruptions (up to a few hours) may 
occur. The project design attempts to minimize 
these interruptions and will require advance notice 
to users. 

What is the project schedule? 
Construction is planned for summer 2023.  The 
project contract documents will include financial 
disincentives to encourage the contractor to 
complete construction on-time. 

Lead Abatement 
Subsidy, $425,000 Water Planning Subsidy

$48,950 

DWSRF 
Loan, 

$2,026,050 
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134 South Main Street 
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TOWN OF BETHEL  
BOND VOTE INFORMATION 

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
 

When is the public information meeting?  
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING  
Bethel Town Hall, 318 Main Street  
Monday, February 20, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, February 27, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

When is the bond vote? 
 
BOND VOTE – AUSTRALIAN BALLOT 
White River Unified Middle School 
273 Pleasant Street, Bethel, VT 
Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Absentee ballots are available at the 
Town Clerk’s office 

What is the project, why is it necessary, 
how much will it cost, and how will it be 
paid for? 

The project includes replacement of aging and 
unreliable water mains, replacement of the Gaiko 
Well House, and construction of a new pump 
station to alleviate water pressure problems on 
Krystal Drive. 

The improvements are necessary to maintain the 
reliability of the water system and some are 
required by the State of Vermont. 

Of the estimated $2.5-million cost, approximately 
$425,000 is eligible for subsidized funding by the 
State of Vermont.  However, voters must 
approve the bond to access this money.
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