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Famous ADU dwellers 
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Vermont ADU stories 



Many historic styles (and different names) 

Alley Housing (DC) 

Converted Barn (Cape Cod, MA) 

Coach House (IL) Casita (NM) 

Carriage House (NJ) 



Detached ADUs 

Tucked in the woods 

Back yard house 

Side yard house 

Corner lot ADU Garage conversion 

Original small house 
becomes ADU of new/
larger house 



Other shapes, styles and sizes 
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Get	Real	About	Who	Actually	Builds	
ADUs…	

	
Amateur	homeowner	developers	

(unlike	pretty	much	any	other	type	of	housing)	



Who builds (and lives in) ADUs? 



Get real about... 
local real estate & economic conditions 



	
• Program	Guide	
• Zoning	codes	
• Building	codes	
• Fees	
• Utilities		
• Permit	sets	

Post	local	rules	for	ADUs	on-line	

Training	for	
Realtors!	



National ADU trends 



1.  Affordable ADU Pilots 

Portland, OR 

3.5% interest, 20 yr term. 
80% MFI for 8 yrs 



Silicon Valley in CA 



Carrie, Sterling, and their daughter 
Brenda’s ADU w/ Habitat for Humanity 



Market-based Affordable Housing 

From Jordan Palmeri, Oregon DEQ 



2. Separate ownership to create 
affordable starter homes 

Sabin Green 
Woodstock Gardens 

Applewood Corner Everett Custom homes ADU 

Waterlily Homes (Austin, TX) 
 

Waterlily Homes (Austin, TX) 



Applewood Corner Condo 



Applewood Corner 



3.  State laws require funding 
support for ADUs 

•  Utah: “ requires the executive director of the 
Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund to establish a 
two-year pilot program to provide loan 
guarantees for certain loans related to accessory 
dwelling units” 

•  California: “requires that cities and counties 
develop a plan that incentivizes and promotes 
the creation of ADUs that can be offered at 
affordable rent for very-low to moderate-income 
households.“ 

•  OR – Provides funding for jurisdictions to comply 
 
 



ADUs are allowed state-wide in: 
•  Oregon 
•  Washington 
•  New Hampshire 
•  California 
•  Vermont 

•  Washington, DC 
•  Connecticut 
•  Rhode Island 
•  Utah 

In just the past few years... 

•  Vancouver, BC 
•  Tigard & Portland, OR 
•  Seattle, WA 

•  Fayetteville, AR 
•  Every city in California 

Cities welcome both an internal and 
detached ADU 



Portland, OR ADUs 
2000 - 2018 

 

From 24 to 660 
ADUs per year 

 



Residential Infill Project| 24 

Los Angeles, CA!



Los Angeles, CA ADUs 

   2013 - 2019 
 

From 15 to 
6,747 ADUs 
per year! 



Oregon SB 1051: ADUs 
•  State requirement to allow ADUs in all cities 

over 1,000 residents 
•  Permitted outright for all single-family 

detached homes 
•  Subject only to “reasonable 

siting and design standards” 
•  Subsequent law ensures 

ADUs can be rented, built 
without new parking, and 
allowed by (new) HOAs 



California ADUs 
•  Allow detached and interior (“Junior”) ADU 

on any lot, by right.  Cap to total ADU 
living area of 1,200sf. 

•  800sf min – or 1,000sf for 2BR ADUs 
•  Prohibits owner-occupancy 
•  Limits parking mins for ADUs 
•  Waive impact fees for ADUs under 750sf 

(and for larger ones, only charge if impacts 
fees are proportional to home size) 



Comparing VT with other states 
•  1st with state law requiring cities to allow 

ADUs (WA did it in 1993, but toothless) 
•  Other states have many more “pre-legal” 

ADUs (Chicago, DC, NYC, S. CA) 
•  In NE, more focus on owner-occupancy, 

family relations.  In W, more focus on 
smaller & less expensive housing options 
in expensive/exclusive areas 

•  Density & housing costs less likely to drive 
high rates of ADU development than other 
states 



Vermont’s marked-up ADU Code 



A few thoughts... 
•  “A bylaw may not require a SF dwelling with an ADU to be 

subject to review, dimensions ... beyond what’s required for 
a SF dwelling.” 

•  Change “clearly subordinate to” -> “shares a lot with” ... a 
single-family dwelling. 
–  Note: a 700SF house could have a 900SF ADU 

•  Consider prohibiting owner-occupancy requirements (like 
OR and CA) or only allow owner-occupancy requirements 
where the ADU is used as a short-term rental (like WA bill) 

•  Prohibit bylaws from requiring additional parking for ADUs 
(or cap number of additional spaces to 1, or prohibit 
parking mandates near transit) 

•  Limit impact fees levied on small ADUs (if this is a local 
issue) 


