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States with laws increasing smoking age to 21 – as of April 9, 2019 

 

State Date enacted (or status of bill) Grandfathering provision? Exemptions? 

Arkansas Enacted March 28, 2019 

Effective September 1, 2019 

Yes – for individuals who have turned 19 

years of age by December 31, 2019 

Under 21 years old with military 

ID 

California Enacted on May 4, 2016 

Effective on June 9, 2016 

No Active-duty military 18+ years 

old with military ID 

Hawaii Enacted on June 19, 2015 

Effective on January 1, 2016 

No None 

Illinois HB 345 sent to Governor on March 20, 2019 

(signed on April 7, 2019) 

Takes effect on July 1, 2019 

No None 

Maine Governor’s veto overridden on August 2, 

2017 

Effective on July 1, 2018 

Yes – for individuals who turned 18 years 

of age by July 1, 2018 

None 

Maryland HB 1169 passed House and Senate as of 

March 27, 2019; has been/will be sent to 

Governor 

Would take effect on October 1, 2019 

No Active-duty military 18+ years 

old with military ID 

Massachusetts Enacted on July 27, 2018 

Effective on December 31, 2018 

Yes – for individuals who turned 18 years 

of age before December 31, 2018 (but 

specifies that they are still subject to any 

municipal ordinance(s) with a higher age 

requirement) 

None 

New Jersey Enacted on July 21, 2017 

Effective on November 1, 2017 

No None 

New York S 2833 passed House and Senate as of April 

1, 2019; has been/will be sent to Governor 

Would take effect 120 days after Governor 

signs it 

No None 

Oregon Enacted on August 9, 2017 

Applied to conduct beginning on January 1, 

2018 

No None 
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State Date enacted (or status of bill) Grandfathering provision? Exemptions? 

Utah Enacted on March 25, 2019 

Effective on July 1, 2020 

 

Yes –in 2019, smoking age in Utah is 19 

years old; from July 1, 2020 through June 

30, 2021, smoking age will be 20 years old; 

beginning July 1, 2021, smoking age will be 

21 years old  

Allows purchase or possession by 

active-duty military or spouse/ 

dependent of active-duty military, 

if 18+ years old and has a military 

ID 

Virginia Enacted on February 21, 2019 

Effective on July 1, 2019 

No Active-duty military 18+ years 

old with military ID 

Washington Governor signed HB 1074 on April 5, 2019 

Takes effect on January 1, 2020 

No None 

 


