Proposed Amendment to S.79 Offered by Vermont Short Term Rental Alliance

In Section 1 of the bill, amend the new 20 V.S.A § 2731(b)(3) to read as follows:

(3) The Commissioner shall conduct inspections of rental units upon request or in response to
a complaint. When conducting an investigation of rental housing, the Commissioner shall:

(A) issue a written inspection report on the unit or building that:

(i) contains findings of fact that serve as the basis of one or more violations:

(ii) specifies the requirements and timelines necessary to correct a violation;

(iii) provides notice that the landlord is prohibited from renting the affected unit to a
new tenant until the violation is corrected; and

(iv) provides notice in plain language that the landlord or agents of the landlord must
have access to the rental unit to make repairs as ordered by the Commissioner
consistent with the access provisions in 9 V.S.A. § 4460:;

(B) provide a copy of the inspection report to the landlord, to the person who requested the
inspection, and to any tenants who are affected by a violation:

(i) electronically, if the Department has an electronic mailing address for the person; or

(i) by first-class mail, if the Department does not have an electronic mailing address for
the person;

(C) if an entire building is affected by a violation, provide a notice of inspection, either
directly to the individual tenants or posted in a common area, that specifies:

(i) the date of the inspection;

(ii) that violations were found and must be corrected by a certain date;

(iii) how to obtain a copy of the inspection electronically or by first-class mail; and

(iv) if the notice is posted in a common area, that the notice shall not be removed until
authorized by the Commissioner;

(D) make the inspection report available as a public record.




