dependon saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and
reproduction. Suchareas include but are not limited to marshes, swamps, sloughs,
potholes, fens, river and lake overflows, mud flats, bogs, and ponds, but excluding
such areas as grow food or cropsin connection with farming activities. See 10 V.S.A.
8 902(5).

2.42 Wetland Hydrology means the sum total of wetness characteristics in areas thatare
inundated by water or which have hydric soils that are saturated or seasonally saturated
for a sufficient duration to support significant vegetation or aquatic life. Wetness
characteristics shall include the hydrologic cycle, water table levels, water chemistry,
hydrologic budget, and ground water flow patterns. Typical indicators include: evidence
of inundation, drift lines, sediment deposits, and morphological plant adaptations.

SECTION 3: EXEMPTIONS; IDENTIFICATION OF WETLANDS
3.1 Exemptions

The following shall not be regulated as wetlands under the Vermont Wetland Rules, but
may be subject to regulation under federal law:

a. Farming Exemption
(1) Statutory guidance
Section 902(5) of 10 V.S.A. defines wetlands to exclude "such areas as grow food or crops
in connection with farming activities." Section 905b(18)(C) of 10 V.S.A. requires that any

rules "that restrain agricultural activities" must have the consent of the Secretary of the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(2) Definition

Farming activities means the cultivation or other use of land for growing food, fiber,
Christmas trees, maple sap, or horticultural and orchard crops; and the growing of food and
crops in connection with the raising, feeding, or management of livestock, poultry, equines,
fish farms, or bees for profit.

(3) Limitation on Exemption.
The farming exemption shall apply to all areas used to grow food or crops inconnection with
farming activities including areas in ordinary rotation, as of the effective date ofthese rules.

The exemption will expire whenever the area is no longer used to grow food or crops or in
ordinary rotation.

b. Existing Constructed Features
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