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Lt. Governor Phil Scott works at Smugglers’ Notch Distillery
 
Jeffersonville, VT - Lt. Governor Phil Scott continued his Vermont Everyday Jobs 
tour yesterday, celebrating the Vermont entrepreneurial “spirit” by working at 
Smugglers’ Notch Distillery in Jeffersonville. 

Lt. Gov. Scott worked alongside the Elliott family for the afternoon. Father-son 
team Ron and Jeremy Elliott, who founded the company in 2010, took Scott 
through the full bottling and packaging process, starting by setting up the still for a 
gin run, washing and labeling the bottles, signing tax stamps, filling bottles, and 
packing up cartons.

Smugglers’ Notch vodka has received many accolades throughout the food and 
beverage community, winning the Double Gold at the 2011 San Francisco World 
Spirits Competition, as well as the “best domestic vodka” distinction from Wine 
Enthusiast magazine. Despite their large success with critics and consumers, the 
company is still a small, family-run operation. Ron, a retired business executive, 
and Jeremy, a chemist in the pharmaceutical industry, are the company’s only full-
time employees. In addition, Jeremy still works a full-time job with Mylan 
Technologies in St. Albans.

“The success of Smugglers’ Notch Distillery is a testament to the quality of the 
Vermont brand and an example of ‘Vermont Strong’,” said Lt. Governor Scott. “I 
can relate to the long hours it takes to start and grow a business, having started 
three businesses myself. The Elliotts’ story is one that happens every single day 
throughout our state, both in the ‘big cities’ and in small towns like Jeffersonville. 
Even though the hours are long and the risk can be high, we know the value of 
hard work,” Scott said, noting that more than 90 percent of Vermont’s private-
sector workforce is employed by small startups and family-owned businesses. 

The Elliotts were glad to have the extra help on their bottling line today. “Because 
we’re in our early growth phase, we call in friends and neighbors when it’s time to 
fill orders,” Jeremy said. “It was pretty special to have the Lieutenant Governor 
working on our team today. It’s clear he understands what it takes to get a 
successful business off the ground, and now he knows a little more about our 
business. Because the liquor industry is so heavily regulated, it’s really valuable for 



state officials to understand firsthand how the state’s laws impact the decisions we 
make to grow our business.”   

About Lt. Gov. Phil Scott's "Vermont Everyday Jobs" Initiative

Lt. Governor Phil Scott started his "Vermont Everyday Jobs" initiative last year to 
promote Vermont businesses and strengthen the relationship between the business 
community and state government. By finding out in a hands-on manner what it 
takes to make Vermont businesses work, the Lt. Governor will gain a better 
understanding of what state government can do to help those businesses work 
better. 

The Lt. Governor’s next scheduled job will be with a large-animal veterinarian in 
Central Vermont.
 
Previous "Vermont Everyday Jobs" have included: 

Burlington Fire Department
Vermont Rail Systems / Rutland
Vermont Foodbank / Rutland 
The Addison Eagle / Middlebury
GE Aviation / Rutland
Orange County Sheriff's Department / Chelsea
Lake Champlain Ferry / Burlington
Breakwater Café / Burlington
Windjammer Best Western Inn / South Burlington
Central Vermont Home Health & Hospice / Berlin
Beekeeping with French Hill Apiaries / St. Albans 
Doug Cox Violins / Brattleboro
Teaching second grade at Union Memorial Elementary School / Colchester
Assembling solar trackers at AllEarth Renewables / Williston
Stowe Mountain Resort
Porter Hospital / Middlebury 
Working with a line team at Green Mountain Power / South Burlington
Vermont Quicklube / South Barre
 

###
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Nancy Driscoll
Chief of Staff, Lt. Governor Phil Scott
nancy.driscoll@state.vt.us
Office: 802-828-2226
Cell: 802-734-7555
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