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2017
Annual Report




GENERAL INFORMATION

TOWN CLERK ... e (802)467-3336
1336 Newark Street Newark, VT 05871

newarktownclerk@gmail.com
Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs 8:00am-3:00pm
*unless otherwise posted

LISTERS. ..o s (802)467-8357
Hours: By appointment

TOWN GARAGE........oooii e (802)467-3178

SELECTBOARD

Meetings are held at the Town Clerks Office every other
Wednesday; beginning January 3rd 2018 at 6:00 pm.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Meetings are held at the Town Clerks Office on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 6:30 pm.

TRANSFER STATION
Hours: Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm

DOGS

Dogs must be licensed by April 1, 2018
License Fees:

Spayed or Neutered dogs $ 9.00
Male or Female dogs $13.00
Late Spayed or Neutered $11.00
Late Male or Female $17.00

The Rabies Clinic will be held March 17th 2018 @ 9:00am
at the Town Clerks Office.
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TOWN OFFICERS

MODERATOR James Newell 2017
TOWN CLERK/TREASURER Amber Holden 2019
TAX COLLECTOR Amber Holden 2019
TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC FUNDS Amber Holden 2018
SELECTBOARD Mark Ellingwood 2018
John Lewandowski 2019
Cynthia Barber 2020
LISTERS Gerald Leonard 2018
Bev Davis 2019
Vacant 2020
AUDITORS Mary Ann Riggie 2018
Bev Davis 2019
Gerald Leonard 2020
CONSTABLES John Talbot #1 2018
Jamey Burbo #2 2018
TOWN AGENT John Findlay 2018
GRAND JUROR John Findlay 2018
PLANNING COMMISSION
Luke O’Brien(Chair) Joe Seguin
Kim Fried Mark Whitworth
Lisa Grout
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
John Findlay Mary Ann Riggie
Laura Rodger Sarah Newell
Lisa Grout
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APPOINTMENTS / STAFF

ROAD FOREMAN
ASSISTANT ROAD FOREMAN
ASSISTANT CLERKS

ASSISTANT LISTER
CEMETERY SEXTON
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
TREE WARDEN

FENCE VIEWERS

ENERGY COORDINATOR
HEALTH OFFICER
SERVICE OFFICER

FIRE WARDEN

WEIGHER OF COAL

INSPECTOR OF LUMBER SHINGLES &
WOOD

REP. TO WASTE DISTRICT
REP. TO LYNDON RESCUE
REP. TO NVDA

Thomas Girard
Timothy Girard

Kim Bangs
Joan Bicknell
Michele LaBounty

Arcelie Reyes
Timothy Girard

Candace Dane
Luke O’Brien

John Findlay
Janice Halpin
Noreen Hession
Patrick Anderson
Kim Bangs

Walt Procopio

Trish Turner

Tim Tierney

Jan Clausing
Jan Clausing

Kim Fried
Mark Whitworth

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

Paul Lefebvre
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SELECTBOARD REPORT

2017 was another busy year for the Newark Selectboard.

As we reported last year, we feel very fortunate to have found a
candidate to take over the position of Town Clerk upon Joan Bicknell’s
retirement. Amber Holden was elected at town meeting last March and is
doing an outstanding job taking over from the wonderful job Joan did for
more than 30 years. Also as we reported last year, we hired a part-time
bookkeeper who is training Amber on a new accounting system that the
town has instituted. This system is working very well and is giving us a
much improved view of the town’s finances.

Our lead Town Lister, Bev Davis, who has done an exceptional job for us
for a number of years, will be stepping down after this year. Bev is
currently training a new person to take her place, and the Selectboard is
looking for two additional people to join the Board of Listers. If you have
an interest in this position or know someone who might be interested,
please contact the Town Clerk or a Selectboard member.

The town recently received notice from the State of Vermont Property
Valuation and Review Board that we will be required to do a town-wide
reappraisal. This process will be taking place over the next couple of years,
and the Listers are currently soliciting bids from qualified companies to
perform this work. More to follow.

Road Foreman Tom Girard reports that the road crew was very busy in
2017 and lists the following accomplishments in addition to the normal
day-to-day plowing and maintenance work: Finished the Abbott Hill Class
2 Grant Project installing a StaMatt surface on the steep hill; gravel
resurfacing on Center Pond, Bald Hill Pond, Hollow, and Schoolhouse
Roads for a total of 4+ miles; installing 4 new culverts on Schoolhouse
Road and one new culvert each on Bald Hill, Hollow, Maple Ridge, and
Duford Roads. Tom also wants to remind everyone that it is illegal per
state statute to plow snow from your driveway out into the road and to
please understand that parking cars or placing any objects within the
town’s right of way (24’ 9” from the centerline of the road) is not
permissible, creates safety issues, and hampers plowing and road-
maintenance operations. Finally, we report that the town has purchased a
new 2018 Western Star plow/dump truck to replace our 2005
International. It will be delivered at the end of January.

The Selectboard and Planning Commission have been exploring the
possible creation of a Newark Conservation Commission. Our Town Plan
identifies numerous action items that could be supported by a Newark
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Conservation Commission, such as: supporting landowner participation in
Vermont’s Current Use program, identifying sites with historical or
environmental significance, supporting community pathways and
recreation, managing the Newark Town Forest, encouraging efforts to
reduce solid waste, supporting cost-effective energy efficiency and
conservation measures, and working with landowners to improve flood
resiliency. If you are interested in serving on the Newark Conservation
Commission, we urge you to contact a member of the Planning
Commission or Selectboard.

Our transfer and recycling center continues to run efficiently. A big
change in 2017 was the discontinuance of Saturday hours and going to
Sundays only with extended hours. The reason for this is that Newark is
doing so well with its recycling efforts; the amount of waste being
generated doesn’t make it economically feasible for our contractor, EZ
Trash, to staff the center for two days each week. The new hours are
Sunday’s 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM except holidays.

As we reported last year in 2016, Newark began using the services of
Candace Dane as our animal/canine control officer. If you have any dog-
related problems, you may contact Candace at 802-535-7109.

The Town Clerk’s Office has changed its weekly hours of operation. The
new hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 8:00 AM to 3:00
PM.

Finally, the Selectmen meet every other Wednesday at 6:00 PM at the
Town Clerk’s Office. If you have something you would like to bring to the
board, call the Clerk’s Office at 467-3336 and you will be put on our
agenda for the following meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Newark Selectboard

Cynthia Barber John Lewandowski Mark Ellingwood

AUDITORS STATEMENT

We have examined the accounts and records of the Town Officers, and
found the financial statements of the municipality as of Dec. 31, 2017
to be correct.

Gerald Leonard Bev Davis MaryAnn Riggie
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

As reported at our last Town Meeting, Newark’s latest Town Plan was
approved on December 14, 2016. If you haven’t received a copy, they are
available at our Town Clerk’s office.

In 2017, we focused on two pressing issues: the creation of a Newark
Conservation Commission and compliance with Vermont’s Act 174. Act 174
establishes a new set of energy planning standards for municipal and
regional plans. Plans that meet these standards will be given an affirmative
"determination of energy compliance” and will receive "Substantial
Deference" in the Public Service Board's Section 248 (energy facility) siting
process. Our regional planning commission, NVDA, has drafted a regional
energy plan and we are working to keep Newark in compliance with this
plan. We have also discussed the possibility of creating an Energy
Committee to help tackle issues of energy, energy conservation, and
community outreach.

The Planning Commission is also working closely with the Selectboard to
explore the creation of a Newark Conservation Commission. In May, we
held an informational meeting on this topic and hosted a member of the
Burke Conservation Commission- who shared details of projects in their
community. Our Town Plan identifies numerous action items that could be
supported by a Newark Conservation Commission, such as: supporting
landowner participation in Vermont’s Current Use program, identifying sites
with historical or environmental significance, supporting community
pathways and recreation, managing the Newark Town Forest, encouraging
efforts to reduce solid waste, supporting cost-effective energy efficiency
and conservation measures, and working with landowners to improve flood
resiliency. If you are interested in serving on the Newark Conservation
Commission, we urge you to contact a member of the Planning Commission
or Selectboard.

Other Planning Commission projects include: improving community
outreach through a town-wide listserv (email distribution list), hosting a
flood resilience workshop for landowners, and establishing a new ‘little
library’ in town.

The Planning Commission generally meets every third Thursday at 6:30 in
the Town Office Building. For more information, please contact any one of
your Newark Planning Commission members.

Luke O’Brien, Chair Joe Seguin Lisa Grout
Kim Fried Mark Whitworth
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VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS

Fisher Smedley to Kattie & Asa Smedley

Zolya King to Jessica & Joshua King

Veronica Hastings to Tabatha Deyo

Autumn Pavlick to Allison Cassavechia & Marc Pavlick

Imogene Riley to Carolyn & James Riley

MARRIAGES

Sandra Surette and Glen Beaudet
Shauneen Grout and Kevin Melton
Terry Gray and Alden Littlefield II
Kaitlyn Losito and Christopher Gagnon
Corrina Collin and Carl Ciarcia

Chelsy Lee Brindley and Joseph Zwolenski

DEATHS

Belynda Coker
Miles Jackson
Jeremy Gardner
Kathy Lou Clark
Drusella Rice
Marilyn Healey

Vernon Hastings

January 2017
March 2017
August 2017
October 2017
December 2017

June 2017
August 2017
September 2017
September 2017
October 2017
October 2017

September 2016
January 2017
February 2017
March 2017
March 2017
June 2017

July 2017
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WARNING

NEWARK ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
The legal voters of the Town of Newark are hereby warned and notified to meet
in the Newark Street School in said Town on Tuesday, March 6, 2018, following
the Annual School Meeting to transact the following business:

Article 1. To elect a Moderator for the ensuing year.

Article 2. To see if the voters will accept the Town Report as printed.

Article 3. Election of the following Town Officers as required by law:

To elect a Trustee of Public Funds for the term of 1 year

To elect a Selectboard member for the term of 3 years

To elect a Lister for the term of 3 years

To elect a Lister to finish the remaining 2 years of a 3-year term
To elect an Auditor for the term of 3 years

To elect Constable #1 for the term of 1 year

To elect Constable #2 for the term of 1 year

To elect a Town Agent for the term of 1 year

To elect a Grand Juror for the term of 1 year

~T® w0 20 T

Article 4. To see if the voters will authorize the Selectboard to establish
the Newark Conservation Commission.

Article 5. To see if the voters will authorize all taxes to be paid to the
Treasurer as provided by law, with such taxes to be due on or
before October 15, 2018.

Article 6. To see if the voters will authorize the Selectboard to use up to
$50,000.00 of unspent general fund surpluses, as needed, to
help offset the Municipal Tax Rate.

Article 7. To see if the voters will approve the proposed General Fund
Operating Budget of $196,790.00.

Article 8. To see if the voters will approve the proposed Highway
Operating Fund Budget of $415,870.00.

Article 9. To see if the voters will appropriate the sum of $99,000.00 to be
added to the Reserve Funds as detailed on pages 18 and 19 of
the Town Report.

Article 10. To see if the voters will vote to dissolve the Seneca Mountain
Wind Fund.
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Article 11. To see if the voters will appropriate the sum of $37,717.00 to
the Newark Volunteer Fire Department.

Article 12.  To see if the voters will appropriate the sum of $23,390.67 to
Lyndon Rescue, Inc.

Article 13.  To see if the voters will appropriate the sum of $7,091.00 for
the following requests:

Caledonia Home Health $500.00
VT Center for Independent Living $100.00
Council on Aging $300.00
RCT $200.00
Northeast Kingdom Human Services $610.00
Burke Senior Meal Site $300.00
Darling Inn Meal Site $250.00
Cobleigh Library $1,000.00
Fairbanks Museum $581.00
Catamount Arts $500.00
NVDA $500.00
Northwoods Stewardship Center $500.00
American Red Cross $250.00
Rural Fire Protection $100.00
Umbrella $300.00
Northeast Kingdom Learning Services $50.00
Northeast Kingdom Youth Services $100.00
Lyndonville Youth Baseball/Softball $200.00
Powers Park/VIS $200.00
Green Up Vermont $50.00
H.O.P.E $500.00

Article 14. To see if the voters will appropriate $250.00 to the Community
Restorative Justice Center for conflict resolution services.

Article 15. To transact any other business to come before said meeting.

Article 16. To adjourn said meeting.

Dated this 29" day of January, 2018;
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INVENTORY OF TOWN PROPERTY

Buildings and Land:

Town Clerks office, Garage, Old Town Hall, and Transfer Station

on 14.21 acres: S 570,900
Center Pond: 950' x 200' Shorefront on 113 acres 407,800
Center Pond: 50' x 50' Shorefront on .06 acre 52,600
Pleasant View Cemetery 15,000
Packer Cemetery 10,000
Newark Street School on 5.5 acres 1,959,300
Equipment, Tools, Furniture:
Grader-2000 Caterpillar 60,000 Digger 500
Loader-2008 Volvo 55,000 Lawnmower 100
Backhoe-1999 John Deere 13,000 Pressure Washer 1,000
Dump Truck-'05 International 13,000 Radios 3,500
Dump Truck-'13 Western Star 120,000 Rake 500
Ton Truck-'12 Ford F550 25,000 Road Signs 8,000
Wings 6,500 Sand Screen 12,000
Plows 8,000 Small Tools 12,000
Chains 5,000 Snow Fence 1,000
Chipper 4,000 Town Office Equip. 7,500
Chainsaws 300 Town Office Copier 1,200
NOTES PAYABLE ON EQUIPMENT
2013 Western Star Dump Truck:
Purchased 4/13/13, with Note Payable to Community National Bank
for $ 96,180 with a 7-year note @ 2.2% interest rate
Payable on April 1 annually, matures 4/01/2019
Paid to Date Remaining Balance
Principal Interest TOTAL Principal Interest TOTAL
2013 13,337.41 - 13,337.41 -
2014 12,929.13 2,050.03 14,979.16 -
2015 13,444.18 1,5634.98 14,979.16 -
2016 13,739.92 1,239.24 14,979.16 -
2017 14,047.39 931.77 14,979.16 -
2018 - - - 14,346.43 632.73 14,979.16
2019 - - - 14,335.54 315.38 14,650.92
$ 67,498.03:% 5756.02:% 7325405|% 2868197 § 94811 $ 29,630.08
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Town of Newark 2018
Less Less Taxes
BUDGET SUMMARY PROPOSED Income Prior Year To Raise
: stimate und Balance to meet budget
Town Mtg. 3/6/18 BUDGET (Estimated)  Fund Bal ( budget)
GENERAL FUND: Operating 196,790.00 85,425.00 0.00 111,365.00
HIGHWAY FUND: Operating 415,870.00 74,500.00 17,459.95 323,910.05
RESERVES FUND:
Municipal Equipment Fund 3,791.79 3,291.79 500.00
Restoration of Records 9,507.44 9,007.44 500.00
Municipal Building Fund 42,994.03 37,994.03 5,000.00
Lister Reappraisal Fund 73,757.48 73,757.48 0.00
Cemetery Maint Fund 1,978.28 1,478.28 500.00
Commemorative Fund 1,337.39 1,337.39 0.00
Highway Paving Fund 193,342.63 168,342.63 25,000.00
Highway Equipment Fund 144,451.55 81,951.55 62,500.00
Highway Building Fund 25,021.98 20,021.98 5,000.00
FireDept Water Storage 10,017.42 10,017.42 0.00
Seneca Mtn Wind Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00
506,199.99 0.00 407,199.99 99,000.00
COMMUNITY APPROPRIATIONS 68,448.67 0.00 0.00 68,448.67
TOTALS: 1,187,308.66 159,925.00 424,659.94 $602,723.72
Budget Comparison 2018 2917 Difference Difference
Current Year vs. Prior Year Proposed Final Increase %
Budget Budget (decrease)
General Fund....................... 196,790.00 180,110.00 16,680.00 9.26%
Highway Fund...................... 415,870.00 391,330.00 24,540.00 6.27%
Reserves Fund..................... 506,199.99 436,186.26 70,013.73 16.05%
Comm ApPropr.......cccceeeueenee. 68,448.67 49,519.00 18,929.67 38.23%
1,187,308.66 1,057,145.26 130,163.40 12.31%

2017 Annual Report  ~11~




2018

2017 2017 | PROPOSED
GENERAL FUND REVENUE Budget Actual BUDGET
Tax Appropriation-General Fund 74,540.00 11,555.22 -
State-HS Late Filing Fees - 75.00 -
Interest for FY17 Taxes - 160.94 -
Penalty for FY17 Taxes - 4,588.06 4,000.00
Overpays-Credits to Next Yr - 2444 -
Tax Revenues for 2017 Taxes: 74,540.00 16,403.66 4,000.00
Prior Year Delinquent Principal - 59,717.41 -
Prior Year Delinquent Interest 3,500.00 3,277.20 3,300.00
Prior Year Delinquent Penalty 8,000.00 4,777.40 3,500.00
Tax Revenues for Prior Yrs: 11,500.00 67,772.01 6,800.00
Office Fees 6,500.00 8,191.70 7,500.00
Certified Copy Fees - 310.00 -
Dog License Fees 1,700.00 1,671.00 1,500.00
Marriage License Fees 120.00 360.00 -
Credit Machine Fees - 16.97 -
Land Posting Fees - 55.00 -
Green Mtn Pass Fees - 4.00 -
Weight Permit Fees - 145.00 -
Development Permit Fees - 140.00 -
Burial Transit Permit Fees - 10.00 -
Town Fees Revenue: 8,320.00 10,903.67 9,000.00
State Educ. Reimb. Prior Yr 10,000.00 15,997.10 5,000.00
Fund Balance Prior Year 20,000.00 - -
Bank Interest 500.00 716.09 125.00
Prior Yr Adjustments/Misc. - 41.62 -
Transfers In-Voted from Reserve - 30,000.00 -
Misc. Revenue: 30,500.00 46,754.81 5,125.00
Current Use (Hold Harmless) 48,000.00 56,596.00 53,000.00
PILOT-Land 2,800.00 3,447.98 3,000.00
PILOT-Buildings 4,450.00 5,103.00 4,500.00
Land Use Change Tax - 1,316.76 -
Lister Education Reimb. - 185.00 -
Civil Fines - 233.00 -
State Revenue: 55,250.00 66,881.74 60,500.00
TOTAL REVENUES: 180,110.00 208,715.89 85,425.00
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2018

2017 2017 | PROPOSED
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES Budget Actual BUDGET
Wages-Town Clerk/Treasurer 26,622.00 24,730.18 28,215.00
Wages-Assistants 9,960.00 9,013.48 8,948.00
Wages-Bookkeeper 4,410.00 5,152.50 2,268.00
Wages-Ballot Clerks 300.00 235.00 316.00
FICA/Medi 3,160.00 2,993.64 3,041.00
Health 18,960.00 18,273.96 25,355.00
Dental 1,074.00 1,639.14 1,960.00
Retirement 1,464.00 1,303.19 1,588.00
Training & Support 1,000.00 209.00 300.00
Postage 1,150.00 1,150.76 1,150.00
Mileage Reimb. 500.00 317.80 400.00
Supplies-TC 2,300.00 2,139.18 2,500.00
Town Clerk's Office: 70,900.00 67,157.83 76,041.00
Wages-Selectboard 2,700.00 5,100.00 3,600.00
FICA/Medi 207.00 390.15 276.00
Training & Support 300.00 120.00 300.00
Mileage Reimb. 200.00 0.00 100.00
Supplies-SB 0.00 0.00 0.00
Selectboard: 3,407.00 5,610.15 4,276.00
Wages-Auditors 260.00 173.97 271.00
FICA/Medi 20.00 13.34 21.00
Training & Support 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mileage Reimb. 0.00 0.00 0.00
Town Auditors: 280.00 187.31 292.00
Wages-Listers 9,050.00 9,024.17 13,178.00
FICA/Medi 690.00 690.34 1,009.00
Mapping 1,525.00 1,384.20 0.00
NEMRC Annual Contract 635.00 652.39 660.00
APEX Annual Contract 215.00 215.00 220.00
Training & Support 300.00 160.00 500.00
Postage 60.00 4731 50.00
Mileage Reimb. 350.00 185.36 200.00
Membership-VT Assessors 25.00 0.00 25.00
Supplies 415.00 830.64 500.00
Listers: 13,265.00 13,189.41 16,342.00
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2018

2017 2017 | PROPOSED
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES Budget Actual BUDGET
Wages-Constable 250.00 0.00 125.00
Wages-Animal Control Officer 300.00 60.00 150.00
Wages-Health Officer 300.00 0.00 75.00
FICA/Medi 65.00 4.59 27.00
Training & Support 100.00 0.00 100.00
Mileage Reimb. 100.00 153.56 150.00
Dog Boarding/Adopt Fee 0.00 350.00 150.00
Town Services: 1,115.00 568.15 777.00
Wages-Custodial 1,300.00 493.75 650.00
FICA/Medi 100.00 37.77 50.00
Plowing 3,640.00 2,010.00 2,500.00
Mowing 2,400.00 2,400.00 2,400.00
Maintenance/Reno 1,500.00 640.78 3,900.00
Telephone 1,150.00 1,065.56 1,150.00
Internet 510.00 623.52 625.00
Electricity 2,000.00 2,03041 2,100.00
Municipal Building Expenses: 12,600.00 9,301.79 13,375.00
Services-EZ Trash 2,860.00 4,835.00 5,460.00
NEKWMD-Compost Fee 565.00 560.00 565.00
NEKWMD-Recycle Pickup Fee 1,560.00 1,656.00 1,560.00
NEKWMD-Tire Fee 0.00 32.00 0.00
Maintenance/Reno 0.00 165.53 200.00
Supplies 0.00 47.00 50.00
Equipment 0.00 4344 0.00
Heating-Propane 1,800.00 112.15 200.00
Donations 60.00 0.00 0.00
Transfer Station: 6,845.00 7,451.12 8,035.00
Insurance-Property & Liability 15,284.00 15,278.54 15,460.00
Workers Comp 9,192.00 9,967.46 10,000.00
Unemployment 200.00 296.00 300.00
Bond 300.00 300.00 300.00
Insurance Expense: 24,976.00 25,842.00 26,060.00
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2018

2017 2017 | PROPOSED
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES Budget Actual BUDGET

Legal Expenses 25,000.00 18,344.81 20,000.00
NEMRC Annual Contract 1,990.00 2,048.92 2,050.00
Computer Support 885.00 462.50 500.00
Advertising 600.00 280.00 500.00
Print/Postage-Town Reports 3,820.00 2,054.17 1,500.00
Print/Postage-Town Plan 570.00 570.07 0.00
State Fee-Dog 610.00 685.00 650.00
State Fee-Marriage 90.00 300.00 200.00
State Fee-Roads 0.00 0.00 2,640.00
Membership-VLCT 1,642.00 1,642.00 1,677.00
Membership-Burke C of C 100.00 100.00 100.00
Membership-VMCTA 0.00 0.00 35.00
Dog Tags 190.00 83.18 100.00
Software 500.00 0.00 170.00
Interest Expense-Line of Credit 0.00 0.00 1,000.00
Card Machine Expense 125.00 316.78 60.00
County Tax 10,600.00 10,357.00 10,810.00
Misc. Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00
General Expenses: 46,722.00 37,244 .43 41,992.00
Transfers Out-Voted to Reserve 0.00 10,000.00 0.00
Transfers Out-Deficit 0.00 0.00 0.00
Transfers Out-Grant Match 0.00 0.00 9,600.00
Transfer of General Funds: 0.00 10,000.00 9,600.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 180,110.00 176,552.19 196,790.00

Total Actual Revenues: 208,715.89

Total Actual Expenditures: 176,552.19

Current Year Fund Balance (Rev less Exp): 32,163.70

Prior Year Fund Balance: 142,588.46

Total General Fund Balance: 174,752.16
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2018

2017 2017 PROPOSED

HIGHWAY FUND REVENUE Budget Actual BUDGET
Tax Appropriation-HW Operating 315,561.12 315,561.12 -
State of VT-HW Aid Class 2 & 3 74,575.00 74,553.41 74,500.00
Fund Balance Prior Year 1,193.88 - -
Refunds-Insurance Claims - 10,856.80 -
State-PY Class 2 Grant - 12,090.00 -
Misc. Adjustments & Refunds - 1,400.66 -
TOTAL REVENUES: 391,330.00 414,461.99 74,500.00
HIGHWAY FUND EXPENSES

Wages-Highway 71,947.00 72,477.60 75,188.00
Wages-Part Time 7,211.00 11,897.13 12,318.00
Overtime 11,268.00 15,197.51 17,864.00
FICA/Medi 6,918.00 7,617.28 8,061.00
Health 31,400.00 28,782.16 30,311.00
Dental 1,644.00 1,523.44 2,541.00
Retirement 3,957.00 4,822.13 5,235.00
Payroll & Benefits: 134,345.00 142,317.25 151,518.00
Training & Support 200.00 30.00 100.00
Maintenance/Reno 6,000.00 1,772.73 4,000.00
Telephone 700.00 1,034.08 1,050.00
Mileage Reimb. 1,000.00 1,609.51 1,500.00
Shop Supplies 1,000.00 2,967.74 2,000.00
Clothing 500.00 500.00 500.00
Electricity 1,800.00 1,928.56 2,000.00
Heating-Propane 4,800.00 6,742.82 7,500.00
Tools 2,000.00 2,014.97 2,000.00
Town Garage: 18,000.00 18,600.41 20,650.00
Mowing Services 7,125.00 6,500.00 6,900.00
Plowing/Sanding Services 5,075.00 4,000.00 4,025.00
R.O.W. Maintenance 0.00 2,650.00 0.00
Class 4 Maintenance 0.00 0.00 1,000.00
Equipment Rental 600.00 662.84 725.00
Signage 1,000.00 1,835.63 2,000.00
Road Services: 13,800.00 15,648.47 14,650.00
Culvert Services 10,000.00 5,986.70 6,000.00
Culverts & Materials 0.00 5,921.52 6,000.00
Culverts: 10,000.00 11,908.22 12,000.00
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2018

2017 2017 PROPOSED
HIGHWAY FUND EXPENSES Budget Actual BUDGET

Road Materials 1,050.00 230.58 250.00
Chloride 15,295.00 16,326.00 18,250.00
Erosion Materials 580.00 89.50 250.00
Road Materials: 16,925.00 16,646.08 18,750.00
Processing Services 23,405.00 23,404.50 27,000.00
Hauling/Handling Services 54,616.00 30,658.50 36,567.00
Gravel 25,704.00 22,388.50 25,185.00
StaMatt 8,000.00 9,780.00 3,000.00
Gravel: 111,725.00 86,231.50 91,752.00
Storage Rental 1,250.00 1,250.00 1,250.00
Sand 20,000.00 24,840.00 24,500.00
Salt 3,625.00 3,736.13 4,200.00
Sand: 24,875.00 29,826.13 29,950.00
General Maint/Parts/Supplies 1,500.00 1,33341 2,000.00
Inspection/Regist Services 660.00 0.00 0.00
Storage Rental 500.00 400.35 600.00
Fuel-Diesel 15,000.00 23,882.71 25,000.00
Equip Maintenance-General: 17,660.00 25,616.47 27,600.00
Backhoe-1999 John Deere 4,000.00 2,199.42 4,000.00
Loader-2008 Volvo 2,000.00 3,105.48 9,000.00
Grader-2000 Caterpillar 10,000.00 5,200.55 10,000.00
Dump Truck-2018 Western Star 0.00 1,080.38 3,000.00
Dump Truck-2005 International 7,500.00 21,127.85 2,500.00
Dump Truck-2013 Western Star 7,500.00 8,361.23 7,500.00
Ton Truck-2012 Ford F550 7,500.00 8,629.38 7,500.00
Attachments: Plows 2,000.00 1,265.00 2,000.00
Attachments: Wings 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00
Chainsaws 250.00 126.37 250.00
Sand Screen 1,250.00 0.00 1,250.00
Chipper 500.00 305.73 500.00
Equip Maintenance-Detail: 44,000.00 51,401.39 49,000.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 391,330.00 398,195.92 415,870.00

Total Actual Revenues:  § 414,461.99

Total Actual Expenditures:  $ 398,195.92

Current Year Fund Balance (Rev less Exp):  $ 16,266.07

Prior Year Fund Balance:  § 1,193.88

Total Highway Fund Balance: $ 17,459.95
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Municipal Equipment Fund 2018 Appropriation

Prior Year Balance: 2,786.56
Appropriation-FY17 500.00
Income: Interest 5.23
Expenses: None 0.00
Fund Balance FY17 3,291.79 500.00

Restoration of Records

Prior Year Balance: 9,026.49
Appropriation-FY17 500.00
Income: Interest 15.27
Expenses: Microfilming -534.32
Fund Balance FY17 9,007.44 500.00

Municipal Building Fund

Prior Year Balance: 27,940.73
Appropriation-FY17 10,000.00
Income: Interest 53.30
Expenses: None 0.00
Fund Balance FY17 37,994.03 5,000.00

Lister Reappraisal Fund

Prior Year Balance: 66,817.10
Appropriation-FY17 0.00
Income: State of VT-Reapp 6,095.00
Income: State of VT-Equal 717.00
Income: Interest 128.38
Expenses: None 0.00
Fund Balance FY17 73,757.48 0.00

Cemetery Maintenance Fund

Prior Year Balance: 1,535.09
Appropriation-FY17 0.00
Income: Interest 2.59
Expenses: Flags -59.40
Fund Balance FY17 1,478.28 500.00

Commemorative (Bicentennial) Fund

Prior Year Balance: 1,494.35
Income: Sale of Books/Maps 94.00
Income: Donations 0.00
Income: Interest 2.32
Expenses: Tree -250.00
Expenses: Sales Tax -3.28
Fund Balance FY17 1,337.39 0.00
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Highway Paving Fund

2018 Appropriation

Prior Year Balance: 148,059.52
Appropriation-FY17 20,000.00
Income: Interest 28311
Expenses: None 0.00
Fund Balance FY17 168,342.63 25,000.00
Highway Equipment Fund
Prior Year Balance: 71,810.42
Appropriation-FY17 25,000.00
Income: Interest 120.29
Expense: Down Pay-Truck 0.00
Expense: Principal Payment -14,047.39
Expense: Interest Payment -931.77
Fund Balance FY17 81,951.55 62,500.00
Highway Building Fund
Prior Year Balance: 10,000.00
Appropriation-FY17 10,000.00
Income: Interest 21.98
Expenses: None 0.00
Fund Balance FY17 20,021.98 5,000.00
Fire Dept Water Storage Fund
Prior Year Balance: 30,000.00
Income: Interest 17.42
Income: Transfer from General 10,000.00
Expenses: Transfer to General -30,000.00
Fund Balance FY17 10,017.42 0.00
Seneca Mountain Wind Fund
Prior Year Balance: 716.00
Income: Interest 0.00
Expenses: Legal Fee -716.00
Fund Balance FY17 0.00 0.00
Reserves Fund Summary:
Prior Year Balances: 370,186.26
Total Appropriations FY17 66,000.00
Total Income 17,555.89
Total Expenses -46,542.16
Fund Balances FY17 407,199.99
Reserves Fund Appropriations FY18: $99,000.00
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COMMUNITY

2018

2017 2017 PROPOSED
APPROPRIATIONS Budget Actual BUDGET
Article 11:
Newark Volunteer Fire Dept. 29,350.00 29,350.00 37,717.00
Article 12:
Lyndon Rescue Squad 13,023.00 13,023.00 23,390.67
Article 13:
Caledonia Home Health 500.00 500.00 500.00
VT Ctr for Independent Living 55.00 55.00 100.00
Council on Aging 300.00 300.00 300.00
Rural Community Transport 200.00 200.00 200.00
NEK Human Services 610.00 610.00 610.00
Burke Senior Meal Site 300.00 300.00 300.00
Sunrise Manor Sr Meal Site 50.00 50.00 0.00
Darling Inn Sr Meal Site 300.00 300.00 250.00
Cobleigh Library 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Fairbanks Museum 581.00 581.00 581.00
Catamount Arts 500.00 500.00 500.00
NVDA 500.00 500.00 500.00
Northwoods Stewardship 500.00 500.00 500.00
Amercian Red Cross 250.00 250.00 250.00
Rural Fire Protection 100.00 100.00 100.00
Umbrella 300.00 300.00 300.00
NEK Learning Services 50.00 50.00 50.00
NEK Youth Services 100.00 100.00 100.00
L'ville Youth Baseball/Softball 200.00 200.00 200.00
Powers Park/VIS 200.00 200.00 200.00
Green Up Vermont 50.00 50.00 50.00
H.O.P.E. 500.00 500.00 500.00
7,146.00 7,146.00 7,091.00
Article 14:
Comm. Restorative Justice Ctr 0.00 0.00 250.00
Zﬁ::\:pfr:;rtr;n;?tty 49,519.00 49,519.00 68,448.67
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NEWARK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET

2017 2018
Budget Spent BUDGET
Tanker $ 3,000.00 $ 2,403.68 $ 3,000.00
Engine (52) $ 2,000.00 $ 1,658.45 $ 2,000.00
Fuel $ 1,200.00 $ 800.00 $ 1,200.00
Building Maintanance $ 500.00 $ 404.84 $ 500.00
Truck Insurance $ 4,000.00 $ 6,584.76 $ 6,500.00
Workers Comp Insurance $ 1,100.00 $ 1,118.00 $ 1,217.00
Equipment Repair $ 1,500.00 $ 1,104.59 $ 1,500.00
New Equipment $ 7,000.00 $ 7,266.81 $ 10,000.00
Radio Repairs $ 800.00 $ 1,089.65 $ 800.00
Training $ 500.00 $ 2,136.00 $ 500.00
Dispatching $ 3,500.00 $ 2,853.00 $ 4,000.00
EMS Training $ 1,000.00 $ 1,500.00 $ 1,500.00
EMS Supplies $ 750.00 $ 1,253.47 $ 1,000.00
Vehicle Maintenance $ 2,500.00 $ 3,710.34 $ 4,000.00
TOTAL BUDGET $ 29,350.00 $ 33,883.59 $ 37,717.00

There are 705 taxable properties in Newark and our current budget numbers put
the cost per taxpayer at about $53 dollars per property. Without a fire department
in Newark the insurance protection class would drop to a 10. Homeowners would
expect a 25% increase in the cost of homeowners insurance, if they could even
find a carrier that would issue them a policy. Many insurance companies won't
consider providing coverage without a local fire department because of the rural
area that we live in and the distance towns like Newark are from other local
towns.

As firefighters we put in many hours of EMT and fire training at personal cost to
us, so that we can provide this vital protection to the residents of Newark which
greatly outweighs the taxpayers obligation. We also are one of the few firefighting
organizations that have EMT first responders to help residents with medical
emergencies before the ambulance arrives. This training is very time consuming,
costly and rigorous but we feel necessary to provide the quickest response time in
helping out people in need.

As always your support is very much needed and appreciated.
-Newark Volunteer Fire Department

2017 Annual Report  ~21~



FINAL 2017 BUDGET & TAX CALCULATION

Final Less Less Used Amount
Approved Estimated Prior Year Needed Tax Rate
Budget Income Balances from Taxes by Fund
General Fund §  180,110.00 $  (85570.00) §  (20,000.00) $ 74,540.00 $§ 0.0794
Highway Fund $  391,330.00 $§  (74,575.00) $ (1,193.88) §  315561.12 $ 0.3362
Reserves Fund $§  436,186.26 $ - § (370,186.26) $ 66,000.00 $§ 0.0703
Comm. Approp. $ 49,519.00 $ - 8 49,519.00 $ 0.0528
$ 105714526 § (160,145.00) § (391,380.14) §  505620.12 $ 0.5387

Municipal Grand List (original As Billed): $§  938,624.00

Municipal Tax Rate:| $ 0.5387

TAX RATE HISTORY

Town State Education
Municipal Local Homestead Non-Resident
Rate Agreement
2017 $0.5387 $0.0029 $1.4927 $1.4085
2016 $0.5034 $0.0000 $1.5167 $1.4362
2015 $0.4697 $0.0000 $1.4724 $1.3922
2014 $0.4368 $0.0000 $1.4839 $1.4223
2013 $0.5195 $0.0000 $1.4237 $1.3445
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STATEMENT OF TAXES - 2017

Taxes Originally Calculated: Tax Rate x Grand List = Amount to Raise
Municipal Tax Rate $0.5387  $938,624.00 $ 505,636.71
Veterans Exemption $0.0029  $938,624.00 $ 2,722.00
Education Taxes - Homestead $1.4927  $345225.00 § 512,630.55
Education Taxes - Non Residential ~ $1.4085  $595,199.00 § 838,337.87

Total Original Taxes Billed in Principal: $ 1,859,327.13

Net Adjustments to Original Billings:

Late HS Declarations, Assessments, Current Use.................... $ 864.35

Late Homestead Declarations:

Town's Homestead Late Filing Fee........cocoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinins $ 2,038.25

Less State Payments:

Property Tax Adjustment Claims Paid by State of VT............. $ (181,821.43)
FINAL TAXES DUE FROM TAXPAYERS IN CASH: § 1,680,408.30

RECEIVED in Cash from Taxpayers:

Current Year Cash Deposited.........cceveieuininiiiiiiiinininininann. $ (1,623,429.85)
Prior Year Credits Used for FY17 Taxes.......cevvveereeniinenennnnns $ (467.93)
TOTAL TAXPAYER REVENUE RECEIVED: § (1,623,897.78)

Total Abated Taxes: $ -

TOTAL Remaining to Collect in Delinquent Taxes - FY17: $ 56,510.52

Delinquent Principal Taxes of Prior Years:

FY2016 Delinquent Principal........cccovevieiiiiniiiiiiiiiniinininnen.. $ 5.62
Abatements for Prior Year TaXes .....ccvveveveininenninenineninenennns $
TOTAL DELINQUENT TAXES - All Years: $ 56,516.14
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DELINQUENT TAXES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017

Allard, T. Handy, K. & Kennedy, R.
Andrews, $.& D.* Haseltine, D. & J.*
Ashford, J. et al. Hebert, J.

Banks, B. Hill, L.*

Barton, R.* Howard, J. & C.
Burns, K.* Hunter, D.

Butler, S. & D. Johnson, R.*
Caledonia North Corp. Marino, M.*

Cate, K.* Millet, A.

Clinton, §. Montgomery, S.*
Cobb, W. & P.* Normandin, M. & Paine, P.*
Corliss, C. Rheaume, J.

Deluca, D. & C. Ruddy, J. & J.
Donovan, D.* Sargent, C.*

Fox, K. Shore, J./ Simms, M.
Fox, L. Simms, M. et al.
Fowler, S. Stone, J. & K.*
Fragale, D. & L.* Thomas, J.

Francis, K. Treadwell, G. & V.
Furphy, K. Walker, C. & E.*
Gadapee, A. & T. Westbrook, K.
Gochie, D. & L. Zagorites, B. & M.*

7."par'rial payments received or paid after January 1st

Taxes unpaid or not postmarked by the due date of October
15" are delinquent. Penalty of 8% will be added after :
October 15 with an additional 1% interest per month starting
December 1% on.
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TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT
January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017

MUNICIPAL MAIN CHECKING ACCOUNT:

Treasurer's Beginning Balance on January 1, 2017:  § 277,907.87

Property Taxes, Interest, Penalties, Late Fees, State municipal pymts:

Current Year $ 1,644,338.93
Prior Year Delinquent $ 67,772.01
Grant Award-Prior Yr Class 2 $ 62,090.00
Miscellaneous Receipts $ 188,889.27
Interfund Transfers from Reserves/Restricted  $ 186,703.76
Bank Interest Income $ 1,363.39
Total RECEIPLS ......vveeiiir et $  2151,157.36
Accounts Payable $ (515,775.53)
Net Payroll $ (121,367.49)
School Taxes Paid to Newark School District  $  (1,192,514.57)
Interfund Transfers to Reserves/Restricted $ (407,195.53)
Total Selectmens Orders ............ccvvenienincenccneneeneeeneee. $  (2.236,853.12)

Treasurer's Ending Balance on December 31, 2017: $ 192,212.11

Bank Reconciliation:

Bank Statement Balance 12/31/17: $ 231,196.77
Less Outstanding Checks: $ (38,984.66)
Plus Outstanding Deposits: $ -

Reconciled Cash Balance: $ 192,212.11
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Perpetual Care Cemetery Trust Fund

Revenues:
Prior Year Balance.........ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn $ 5,394.10
BaNK INTEIEST. ... $ 21.64
Sale of Lots:
none this year....................... $ -
none this year...........c........... $ -
$ _
Total Revenues: $ 5415.74
Expenses:
Transfer Of INTErest.. ..o eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn $ -
Total Expenses:  $ -
FY17 Fund Balance...............ccccoooevieieneiciiiicce, $ 5,415.74
Education Tax Fund
Tax Revenue Collected for Education........................ $ 1,192,514.57
Paid to Newark School District........cccoveeeeeeeeeennne, $ (1,192,514.57)
FY17 FundBalance..............c.cccoocoivieiieeceee $ -
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NEWARK STREET SCHOOL OFFICERS

SCHOOL DIRECTORS Frances Cone 2018
Kasea Talbot 2019

Amy Burbo 2020

SCHOOL TREASURER Joann Clausing 2018
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Expenditures FY17 $0.00 ($107,500.00)  ($107,500.00)

Fund Balances as June 30, 2017 £99,832.42 5476,213.59 5576,045.01

Newark Long-Term Debt

mma neral Obligation Bonds:

Bond payable with Vermont Municipal Bond Bank, interest at 4.765% interest paid semi-annually, Principal of $10,00
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NEWARK SCHOOL ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 7, 2017

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by James Newell.
Article 1. To elect a moderator.

James invited a school board member to the front to gather nominations for
Moderator for 2017. Tim Tierney took the gavel. Tommie Rodger nominated
and Natalie Flint seconded James Newell. Linda Barksdale moved and Sally
Newell seconded that nominations cease. The ayes had it. Tommie Rodger
moved and Linda Barksdale seconded that the clerk cast 1 ballot for James
Newell. The ayes had it. James Newell is Moderator.

James then went over the rules for the meeting. Robert’s Rules of Order would
govern the meeting. Voters should address the Moderator after being
recognized. There are 2 Australian Ballot Articles being voted in the room that
James wanted everyone to be aware of. One is for the Northeast Kingdom
Waste District, the other to decide if the town will merge their school district
into Kingdom East. He then offered, if there was no objection, to have the
School Board give their report on the budget for this year. Tim Tierney went
through a series of slides explaining school population and changes in the
budget. He said that Kasea Talbot would talk about Act 46 after his
presentation, so questions about what might happen should wait for her to
speak. Basically, the budget went up but the tax rate went down this year.
Newark has a number of kids from other schools being tuitioned. He then
invited Kasea up. She has been working on the Articles of Agreement for the
Act 46 consolidation proposal. None of the board members in the district liked
the Act 46, but they all agreed that it would be better to consolidate willingly so
we could be a part of the decision making process, than to be forced into a
district where we might not have a say. Kasea is running to be the board
member from Newark on the new district’s board, if it passes. Claire VanVliet
pointed out that the 3 person board Newark currently has allows for more
continuity, with only 1 getting off in a given year. Having only 1 representative
on the Kingdom East Board would be more disjointed. She felt the new system
would not be as flexible in dealing with problems that might arise. Kasea
agreed, but said if we vote not, we would be put into a district that might be
even more removed and less flexible. At least the proposed district included
towns with a shared interest.
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Ellie Barksdale wondered if we said no to the merger could we be put into a
district that would not allow secondary school choice. This could happen. Jan
Clausing had gone to a number of the informational meetings and wanted to
commend the board members for doing an excellent job. Walt Procopio
thought that if we did not merge, our taxes would go up faster than they had
been and no one wants that. Ben Bangs agreed that the board had done a
great job, but felt that we had to say no so the state would know we did not like
the law. Kim Fried agreed that the board did a good job and local control was
good, but Act 46 is the law and voting no does not change the law. He thought
we had to recognize that local now means more than just Newark, it includes
Burke, and Sutton, and other neighboring towns. We should welcome our
neighbors and share what we have to offer in the way of ideas. He will vote
yes. lJill Mathers agreed. Natalie Flint said that kids from Newark always do
well after leaving the Newark School. They get honors, they pursue higher
education, and we should send a letter to the governor protesting act 46. Tim
Tierney thought people should recognize the scale of efficiency gained in
merging with our neighbors. He also reminded everyone that the community
part of our school was up to us to maintain. Both Nancy Fried and Mark
Whitworth agreed it was a hard pill to swallow, but a yes vote gave us a seat at
the table in planning how the pill would go down. Luke O’Brien was looking at
the study report and saw inconsistencies between the schools in how much Art,
Music, Physical Education students got. He hoped the merger would ensure all
students equal access to these things. Kasea had talked about an advisory
board from Newark to give direction to the representative on the new board.
Luke agreed that there needed to be community input. Gail Ruggles knew that
Newark had a good reputation in the high school and did not want that to
disappear. Ben Bangs admitted that if the merger happens, he would be
happier knowing Kasea was Newark’s representative. He asked if the new
governor would make a difference. Kasea said they had been told that it would
not—there might be some tweaks to Act 46, but no big changes. Lisa Grout said
she was one of the biggest cheerleaders for the Newark Street School. She felt
we would have more power in shaping the future if we were on the inside of
the merger. She will vote yes. MaryAnn Riggie also supports the merger and
felt the Articles of Agreement would protect the smaller schools. Gail Ruggles
wondered if the other board members were as adamant about saving their
schools, and Kasea said they were. It would take a majority vote of the town,
and a super majority vote of the Kingdom East board to close any school. Claire
felt that was not enough—it should be a 2/3s vote of the town to close. She
also wondered if we would be allowed to use the school for town meeting if it
was going to be
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owned by this new district. Tim said that all of the discussion he had heard
included expanding the use of the local facilities—whether for town meetings
or adult basic education. Nancy Fried reminded everyone that Newark School
was a magnet—there were excellent programs offered here—and she thought
the population in the school would expand. Kim agreed we had a small school
with a big impact. Tommie Rodger moved and Natalie seconded that discussion
cease. The ayes had it. Sue Winsor asked if the new principal could speak.
James said if there was no objection, she could. Jen Sicard was introduced to
the assembly. She said she was so pleased to be in Newark. The school had so
much to offer, and hearing the community support made her even more
pleased to be a part of the Newark School.

Article 2. Shall the voters of the school district approve the school board to
expend $1,629,245, which is the amount the school board has determined to be
necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this proposed budget,
if approved, will result in education spending of $16,527 per equalized pupil.
This projected spending per equalized pupil is 5.10% higher than spending for
the current year.

Linda Barksdale moved and Lisa Grout seconded to accept the article. lill
Mathers pointed out that the budget was up, but the tax rate was down. On a
voice vote, the ayes had it and the article passed.

Article 3. Shall the voters of Newark Town School District authorize the School
Board to transfer to the Capital Reserve Fund the surplus accumulated in the
school year ending June 20, 2017, if any?

Nancy Fried moved and Natalie Flint seconded to accept the article. Tommie
Rodger moved and natalie Flint seconded to end debate. The ayes had it. Ona
voice vote, the ayes had it and the article passed.

Article 4. Shall the voters of the Newark Town School District authorize and
empower the School Directors to borrow money in anticipation of receipts and
to give a note or notes in the name of the District to secure payment thereof?

Linda Barksdale moved and Natalie Flint seconded to accept the article. Ben
Bangs moved and Natalie seconded to end debate. The ayes had it. On a voice
vote, the ayes had it and the article passed.
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Article 5. To elect a School Director for a three(3) year term.

Natalie Flint nominated and Linda Barksdale seconded Tim Tierney. Tim Tierney
declined. Ben Bangs nominated and Charlie Burbo seconded Amy Burbo.
Nancy Fried nominated and Kim Fried seconded Ellie Barksdale. Ellie said she
might run in the future, but now was not a good time for her to serve. Tommie
Rodger moved and Natalie Flint seconded that the clerk cast 1 ballot for Amy
Burbo. The ayes had it and Amy Burbo was elected School Director for 3 years.

Article 6. To elect a School treasurer for a one(1) year term. Claire VanVliet
nominated and Linda Barksdale seconded JoAnn Clausing. Tommie moved and
Natalie seconded the clerk cast 1 ballot for JoAnn Clausing. The ayes had it and
JoAnn Clausing is School Treasurer for 1 year.

Article 7. To transact any other business that may legally come before said
meeting.

Sandy Walker talked about getting Tim Tierney to run for School Board, telling
him how much fun it was. She thought he deserved a standing ovation for his
years on the board, and that is what he was given.

Article 8. Ben Bangs moved and Natalie Flint seconded to adjourn the meeting.
The ayes had it. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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Newark Town Meeting
March 7, 2017

James Newell called the meeting called to order at 11:30am. He invited Cynthia
Barber, Chair of the Selectboard to take the gavel.

Article 1. To elect a Moderator for the year ensuing.

Cynthia Barber asked for nominations for town moderator for the year ensuing,
Natalie Flint nominated James Newell and Tommie Rodger seconded. Natalie moved
nominations cease, Tommie Rodger seconded. The ayes had it. Luke Obrien
motioned that the Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for James Newell for
moderator, Ben Bangs seconded the motion, the ayes had it.

Article 2. To elect all Town Officers as required by law.

Moderator entertained nominations for Town Clerk. Ben Bangs nominated Amber
Holden for Town Clerk and Natalie Flint seconded it. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, Ben Bangs seconded it. Linda Barksdale motioned that the
Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Amber Holden for Town Clerk, Sally
Newell seconded the motion, the ayes had it. Amber Holden took the Town Clerk
oath and began taking minutes for meeting.

Moderator entertained nominations for Town Treasurer. Natalie Flint nominated
Amber Holden for Town Treasurer and Linda Barksdale seconded. Natalie Flint
moved nominations cease, Ben Bangs seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the
Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Amber Holden for Town Treasurer,
Luke Obrien seconded the motion, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Selectboard position. John Lewandowski
nominated Cynthia Barber for Selectboard and Natalie Flint seconded. Ben Bangs
moved nominations cease, Natalie Flint seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the
Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Cynthia Barber for Selectboard, Luke
Obrien seconded the motion, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Lister position. Natalie Flint nominated Jan
Clausing, Jan Clausing declined, he spoke to that he had enjoyed the having been a
lister, but really felt it was important to have some “young blood” in the position
and someone with better computer skills than himself. Luke O’Brien nominated Jill
Mathers, Jill declined. Jill Mathers nominated Michael Middleton and Natalie Flint
seconded. Natalie Flint motioned nominations cease, Charles Burbo seconded.
Natalie Flint motioned that the Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for
Michael Middleton for Lister, Jan Clausing seconded it, the Ayes had it.

2017 Annual Report  ~71~



Moderator entertained nominations for Auditor position. Natalie Flint nominated
Gerry Leonard for Town Auditor and Ben Bangs seconded. Ben Bangs moved
nominations cease, Natalie Flint seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the Town
Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Gerry Leonard for Auditor, Linda Barksdale
seconded, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Constable #1. Tommy Rodger nominated
John Talbot for Constable #1 and Natalie Flint seconded. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, Rocky Rodger seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the Town
Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for John Talbot for Constable #1, Linda
Barksdale seconded, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Constable #2. Tommy Rodger nominated
Jamey Burbo for Constable #2 and Natalie Flint seconded. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, Linda Barksdale seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the
Town Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Jamey Burbo for Constable #2,
Tommy Rodger seconded, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Tax Collector. Natalie Flint nominated
Amber Holden for Tax Collector and Ben Bangs seconded. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, Tommy Rodger seconded. Natalie Flint motioned that the Town
Clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Amber Holden, Charlie Burbo seconded,
the ayes had it.

The next officer up for election was the Road Commissioner. Natalie Flint made a
motion to discuss Article 3, Luke O’Brien seconded, the ayes had it.

Article 3. Should we authorize the Selectmen to appoint a Road Foreman rather
than electing a Road Commissioner.
John Findley asked for clarification on a yes and a no vote. The moderator clarified

that a yes vote was to allow the Selectboard to appoint a Road Foreman and a no
vote was to elect a Road Commissioner. Mike Channon asked Tom Girard to speak,
Tom said it didn’t matter either way to him. Mark Ellingwood discussed reasons for
appointing vs. electing, noting that most towns have gone this direction, that paying
overtime to an elected official is abnormal and given that the Selectboard oversees
the Road Commissioner it would be good for them to have some control over the
position. Fritz Gerhardt asked if this would be permanent, Mark Ellingwood said it
would remain this way unless an article was warned in the future. Jill Mathers
asked whether it was necessary for an appointed individual to be a town resident?
Claire Van Vliet said that she was under the impression that it had gone back and
forth from appointed to elected in the past. Joan Bicknell, former Town Clerk,
clarified that it had always been elected in the past and that if appointed, the
individual would not need to be a Newark resident, but was confident that the
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Selectboard would always consider qualified residents before looking to individuals
from out of town. Joan also spoke to how state statutes have changed in favor of
appointing. Walt Procopio said Tom Girard does a good job and he’s in favor of
electing. John Findley agrees he’d prefer to continue with tradition and elect the
position. Gail Ruggles made a motion to cease discussion, Charlie Burbo seconded,
the nays had it and discussion continued. Jan Clausing spoke to how the merits of
an individual could be better advised by a Selectboard. Gail Ruggles said “if it’s not
broke, don’t fix it”. John Lewandowski, selectboard member, spoke to how
appointing and individual helps to protect the towns equipment and roads and
eliminates the possibility of the position becoming a popularity contest, when so
much is expected of the position there should be a system in place to ensure a
qualified individual hold the position. He also wanted to make it clear that there
were no current problems with Tom Girard, the selectboard is very pleased with
Tom’s work, but Tom is closing in on retirement age and the selectboard wanted to
be prepared for that. Michael Channon felt an appointment meant job security for
the appointed position and was in support of appointment. Jim Bicknell spoke in
favor of Selectboard appointing a road foreman. Natalie Flint moved discussion
cease, Charlie Burbo seconded. Tommy Rodger motioned to have a written ballot,
Natalie Flint seconded, a show of hands determined over 7 individuals in favor. The
results were 52 yes and 28 no and Article 3 was approved.

12:40 recess for lunch 1:40 meeting reconvened

Gail Ruggles complimented the Planning Commission on a job very well done with
the Town Plan. The Moderator invited Representative Paul Lefebvre to speak. He
discussed Act. 64 and concerns with future funding. He brought up Act 250’s 50t
anniversary and that they are currently taking testimony to ensure its doing what
they intended. He discussed a bill regarding posted landowners and landowners
who require permission to hunt on their land, not being eligible for doe permits.
Representative Lefebvre also discussed a bill associated with creating a coyote
season vs. open season. Reasons he supports this bill include that it would
eliminate people hunting coyotes when they could have pups. John Talbot and
Michael Channon questioned the need of this bill as they feels people hunt ethically
and there is not a need to have a coyote season. Jamey Burbo questioned the
science behind support for this bill, conversation ensued. John Talbot also brought
up his concerns with game cameras being allowed to be posted on an individual’s
property without their permission. Representative Lefebvre stated the General
Fund was 60 million in the red, Luke O’Brien asked what the driving force behind
this 60 Million is. Lefebvre said some reasons are Vermont’s revenue is way down,
as a result some services that have been offered in the past to Vermonters may have
to be cut, especially with the governor’s commitment to make VT affordable again.
Ben Bangs had questions in regards to Act. 64, he questioned whether or not
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Quebec and NY were helping with water clean up, he feels farmers are primarily
blamed for phosphorus run off, but there are other factors, large homes, large boats,
etc., discussion ensued. Cynthia Barber made a motion to return to business of the
meeting, Luke O’Brien seconded, the ayes had it.

Moderator entertained nominations for Town Agent, Luke O’Brien nominated John
Findley for Town Agent and Jan Clausing seconded. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, John Barksdale seconded. The ayes had it. Since there was no
objection, the Town Clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for John Findley.

Moderator entertained nominations for Grand Juror, Natalie Flint nominated John
Findley for Grand Juror and Luke O’Brien seconded. Natalie Flint moved
nominations cease, Luke O’Brien seconded. The ayes had it. Since there was no
objection, the Town Clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for John Findley.

Moderator entertained nominations for Trustee/Public Funds, Luke O’Brien
nominated Amber Holden for Trustee/Public Funds and Linda Barksdale seconded.
Natalie Flint moved nominations cease, Luke O’Brien seconded. The ayes had it.
Since there was no objection, the Town Clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for
Amber Holden.

Article 5. To see if the voters will accept the Town Report. Natalie Flint moved and
Luke O’Brien seconded to accept the Town Report, with the revision on pg. 7 that
the Planning Commision meets on the third Thursday of the month. On a voice vote
the ayes had it, the article passed.

Article 6. To see if the voters will approve the General Fund Budget and Highway
Budget as printed in the Town Report, and authorize the Selectmen to determine
the rate on a dollar to raise the said assessment based on the 2017 Grand List.
Linda Barksdale moved to accept the budgets as printed. On a voice vote the ayes
had it, the article passed.

Article 7. To see if the Town will authorize all taxes to be paid to the Treasurer as
provided by law, with such taxes to be due on or before Oct. 15, 2017. Natalie Flint
moved to accept the article as read, Luke O’Brien seconded. On a voice vote the
ayes had it, the article passed.

Article 8. To see if the Town will approve the General Fund Operating Budget and
Highway Operating Budget as printed in the town report. Linda Barksdale moved
to accept the article as read, Natalie Flint seconded. Mark Ellingwood spoke about
the current budget transition and how they had hired a very competent accountant,
who is experienced with the towns NEMRC system, to help during this transition to
a new Town Treasurer. The moderator moved to a vote, on a voice vote the ayes
had it, the article passed.
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Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to establish Reserve Funds with balances as
reported in the Town Report as follows:

Municipal Equipment Fund Highway Paving Fund
Restoration of Records Highway Equipment Fund
Municipal Building Fund Highway Building Fund
Reappraisal Fund Cemetery Maintenance Fund

Commemorative Fund-formerly Bicentennial Fund

Gail Ruggles moved to accept articles 9-16 as read, Mark Whitworth seconded.
MaryAnn Riggie spoke and said she felt that some of those articles might want to be
discussed, Gail Ruggles withdrew her motion. Cynthia Barber spoke about the new
accounting system and as to why these funds were now shown separately. Fritz
Gerhardt asked about an expense paid to Ace of Spades, Kim Bangs explained that
that was a local landscaping company who had done some work at the Town Clerks
office. Nancy Fried moved to accept the article as read and Natalie Flint seconded.
On a voice vote the ayes had it, article 9 passed.

Article 10. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to return to the General
Fund the $30,000 previously voted for the Newark Volunteer Fire Dept. for an
underground tank. Luke O’Brien moved to accept the article as read, Fritz Gerhardt
seconded. Fritz Gerhardt asked the Fire Department if they had anything they
would like to address before the vote. Tom D’Ambra said they would like to return
the 30,000 previously appropriated for an underground storage tank to the general
fund because they have a potentially more viable water source in town. He
discussed the necessity of needing a water source in town and how limited their
efforts are due to current lack of accessible water. Fritz Gerhardt asked to move the
question, Luke O’'Brien seconded. On a voice vote the ayes had it, the article passed.

Article 11. To see if the Town will appropriate $10,000 for the Newark Volunteer
Fire Dept. for site evaluation, work and materials for a water supplementation
system in the center of town to provide fire protection and suppression. These
funds will be held in an account by the Town of Newark. Linda Barksdale moved to
accept the article as read, Natalie Flint seconded. Tom D’Ambra addressed how this
money would be set aside for exploring a water source on Steve Lindholm'’s
property, if viable it could provide blanket coverage for the town. They currently
have enough hose to reach from Lindholm’s all the way to the town garage. Fritz
Gerhardt moved to end discussion, John Barksdale seconded. On a voice vote the
ayes had it, the article passed.

Article 12. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of $29,350 to the Newark
Volunteer Fire Department. Natalie Flint made a motion to accept the article as
read, Linda Barksdale seconded. Natalie Flint motioned discussion cease, Fritz
Gerhardt seconded it. On a voice vote the ayes had it, the article passed.
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Article 13. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of $13,023.00 to Lyndon
Rescue, Inc. Gail Ruggles made a motion to accept articles 13-16 as read, Natalie
Flint seconded. Since there was no objection, the moderator moved the vote, on a
voice vote from the floor the ayes had it, articles 13-16 passed.

Article 14. To see if the Town will appropriate $6,146 for the following requests:

Caledonia Home Health & Hospice ~ $500 Cobleigh Library $1000
VT Center for Independent Living 55 NEK Learning Services, Inc. 50
NEK Human Services, Inc. 610 L'ville Youth Baseball/Softball 200
NVDA 500 Rural Community Transport 200
Council on Aging 300 American Red Cross 250
Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium 581 Darling Inn Senior Meal Site 300
Umbrella, Inc. 300 NorthWoods Stewardship Ctr 500
Burke Senior Meal Site 300 Green Up Vermont 50
Sunrise Manor Senior Meal Site 50 Rural Fire Protection 100
NEK Youth Services 100 Powers Park/VIS 200

Article 15. To see if the Town will appropriate $500 for H.O.P.E to help provide
basic needs to local families.

Article 16. To see if the Town will appropriate $500 to Catamounts Arts

Article 17. Shall the voters authorize the Northeast Kingdom Waste Management
District to appropriate and expend a budget of $755,527? Moderator reminded
people to vote by Australian ballot. Jan Clausing spoke briefly to the Waste District
budget.

Article 18. To transact any other business to come before said meeting. Luke
O’Brien stood up to thank Lyndon Rescue and the fire department for their hard
work and service. He commented on the new Town Plan and urged people to take a
copy and welcomed comments, suggestions, etc. for the future. The fire department
presented Tom D’Ambra with a gift in thanks of his many years of service and he
received a standing ovation. Mary Ann Riggie asked that it be noted in the minutes
how extremely grateful the town was to Joan Bicknell for her 30 years as Newark
Town Clerk/Treasurer, all were in agreement.

Article 19. To adjourn said meeting. Natalie Flint moved to adjourn, Tim Tierney
seconded 3:00pm. On a voice vote the ayes had it.
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