
From: Mishaan, Jessica  
Sent: Friday, May 06, 2016 12:01 PM 
To: costa@wcax.com 
Subject: response to public records request 
 
Jennifer, 
 
Please find the email below from Sarah London. 
 
Thank you, 
Jessica 
 
Jessica Mishaan | Paralegal 
Office of the Governor 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609-0101 
802.828.3333 
________________________ 
 
Jennifer, attached please find records in response to your request for records reflecting state business 
conducted through Alex MacLean’s Gmail account.   
  
Most of these records are from current or former Governor staff who left the office less than three years 
ago, and therefore were not slated for deletion.  We have also pulled records from accounts slated for 
deletion.   
  
The Governor’s Office disclosed records “produced or acquired in the course of agency business” from 
Alex’s Gmail account while she was employed by the Governor’s Office in response to public record act 
requests, and additional records reflecting use of Alex’s Gmail account to conduct state business are 
reflected in the approximately 5500 pages produced by this office on Friday, April 29.   
   
Although we are not the custodian of Alex’s Gmail account, we have searched the accounts of the 
Governor’s Senior Staff and sought to produce records not already produced.  If you seek records from 
other agencies and departments, we recommend you follow up with them directly.  Alex’s Gmail 
address is currently on a distribution list for the Governor’s public appearance calendar and press 
releases; we have not included those widely available records in this production.   
   
In the interest of efficiency in responding to this request, we have not produced records from the 
transition, before Alex had access to a state email account.  Many of the transition records are 
personnel communications about hiring, and would be exempt or would need to be redacted under 
(317(c)(7)).  (Examples of transition communications were produced on Friday, April 29.)   
  
We have withheld the following records: executive privileged emails involving the Governor from 2010 
to January 2013 (317(c)(1) and (4) – the Governor does not have email communications with Alex 
following that time); executive privileged speech drafting that Bill Lofy shared with Alex via her Gmail 
account in 2011 ((c)(1) and (4)); and personal contact information (317(c)(7)).  In one instance, we 
redacted non-agency business (a communication about a family member) contained in a record 
otherwise about agency business.  We have withheld five emails from after the transition in which Alex 



forwards a resume of a candidate received in her Gmail account to state addresses for consideration for 
employment (317(c)(7)).  Emails involving Alex’s Gmail account that relate to the scheduling of the 
Governor’s 2013 trip to China with Bill Stenger, logistics of other EB-5 matters (created after her 
departure from state government), and records containing litigation hold search terms are under review 
by the Attorney General’s Office for a determination as to whether they are relevant to litigation and 
therefore exempt under 317(c)(14).  In addition, we have withheld as attorney client, attorney work 
product and personnel information one email involving Alex’s Gmail account (Alex was cc’d with others 
while she was a state employee) that was sent to Sarah London as part of a VSEA-related litigation hold 
related to a now-former state employee from another agency (317(c)(3) and (c)(7)).  We have also 
withheld portions of one email conversation from May 2012 involving Alex, Liz Miller, Bill Lofy, Sarah 
London, and Lisa Kunin regarding a request for a Governor’s letter related to Entergy, towns, and the 
NRC as it contains legal advice, (c)(3), and one conversation from April 30, 2012, involving Commissioner 
Annie Noonan, Deputy Commissioner Erika Wolffing, agency counsel, Tim Noonan, Lawrence Miller, and 
both Alex’s Gmail and state accounts as it contains legal advice of agency counsel and Tim Noonan, 
((c)(3)).     
  
If you feel records have been withheld in error, you may appeal to the Governor’s Chief of Staff, Darren 
Springer. 
  
Sarah London 
Counsel to the Governor 
802-828-3333 
sarah.london@vermont.gov 
  
  
 
 
 

mailto:sarah.london@vermont.gov
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