REPORT OF COMMISSIONSR TO INVESTIOATE CLAIM
70 CERTAIN LANDS LOCATED IN VERMONT BY
CERTAIN THIBES OF THE IROLGOLS CONFEDERACY

T0: His Excellency, Lee D. Zmerson, Governor
of the State of Vermont

The Commissioner authoriszed by Joint Resolution (B)LY
(Noe 368) of the Acts and Hesolves of the Legislature of
1951 and appointed by your Excellency on the 13th day of
Aoril, A.de 1952 submils to you for transmission to the
1953 session of the General isseusbly a rnport.li.n accordance
with sald Joint Hesolutionse

EzPORT

The Joint Resolution, above referred to, directed the
Comalssioner Lo review the evidence on record together
with any new evidence that might be avallable pertaining
to the claim by certain trives of the Iroguois Conlederacy
to a portion of the lands within the State of Veramont.

The evidence on record in the Secretary of State's
Gffice and in the State Library which has come to the |
attention of your Commissioner discloses that the clainm
hereunder consideration has either besn presented before
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or referred to by the Vermont Yeneral Assesmbly at the
sessions of 1798, 1799, 1812, 1826, 1851, 1854, 1855,
187h, 1880, 1876, and 1951. In 1798, 1799, 1854 and
1855, the claim was apparently studied very thopoughly
by the then Covernor in ome instance and a Commissioner

in anothere. However, cach time that this claizm has come
to the sttention of the Legislature, it has, either by
inaction or positive expression, decided against making
any {inancial settlement with the Indians whereby the
élu:m would be finally disposed of. Some of the reasons
asslgoed for this have beenjy abandonment of the disputed
area by the claimant tribes; sxtingulshment of the claim
through the terms of the Treatles between France and
England in 1763 and between Znglund and the United States
'in 1783; the restrictions imposed upon negotlstions of
this type with Indian Tribes by the provisions of our
Federal Constitution and Federal enasctments; and conquest
‘of the French and English forces to which the claimant
Tribes had been allied. Yothing more of record sube
stantiating the claim hus been brought to the sttention

of your Commissioner.




There apparently have been some instances of setilements
being made by some of the 3tates of this Union with some Indian
'frlmm the Indians' right of occupancy or their title
was acquired from them and merged with the title now held by
the present owners of the fee to the premises. However, the
legal basis and Justification for such measures,as they might
apply to the instant situation,have mot been subaitted to your
Cmfam‘mimér for bis can;;iawmtim; and therefore he has no
legal grounds, if thers be such, upon which to base any T
mendation by him of a financial settlement directed toward
finally and completely disposing of the claim hereunder
consideration.

' Since 1880 the Indian Claimants have apparently presented
no new factual evidence of their claim, no basis in law for it
and nothing to rebut the stand taken by various sessions of
the Vermont Uemeral Assesblye In order that they night have
an opportunity for doing so, your Commissioser whmleé @
hearing for November 13, 1952 to be held in the Franklin
Courty Court House at St. Albans. Yotlces of this hearing
were sent by mmwmd mail. on October 1k, 1952 to Chief
Mose Thospson of the St. Regls Tribe, Chief Philip Jagodensta
Angus, Chief James Sagogete Montour, and Hatthew lazare,
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Secretary of the Indian Gmil of the lroguois Comfederacy,
all of whom appeared to your Commissiouner to be those entitled
to such notice according to the {iles in the office of the
secretary of “tate. The same notice was sent Lo the Attorney
General of Vermont and also to r. Holand Z. Stevens of #hite
iiver Junction, Vermont who had indicated he was Counsel for

the claimant Tribes and who was later acknowledged by the Indians
mentioned above to be such.

4 period of time spent ln corresponding and conferring with

fr. Stevens by reason of his request thal the bearing be held

at a later date and different place ended on Yovesber 7, 1952
when Hpr. Stevens as Counsel for the three Tribes who had had
notice of the hearing signed a stipulation in which he
expressed a desire to forege presenting evidence of the claim:
before this Commissioner in order that he might bring it to

the attention of the 1953 session of the Ueneral Asseably.

fle alao xmmm his willingness to relesse your Commissioner
from any obligation he may have had to the claimants to mm
this bearing for the purposes aforementioned. A copy of this
stipulation is attached hereto.
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Because the Indians so c&aelim to appear before him
when given the z:pmrtnaity}_ your ;Wmhamntr has no more
factual _aimema or law before iim to substanjate this claim
than did the Committee on Federal Relations of the House of
depresentatives in U300 when il made a report and recowmendation
in part as follows: ‘
“And whereas, the sase claim has been before the
Legislature of ths State in the years 1793, 1812, 185k, |
1855 and 1674 and fully examined by competant committees
on all these occasions, and sald coumittees reported ‘
adveérsely-on overy occasion:
And whereas, the committee to whom was referred
the claims presented at thls session find no new evidence
of the validity of sald claims, therefore
Be it resolved by the Semate and House of
fepresentatives, that the Jovernor be requested to potify
the petitiomersthat the lLegislature of the State of
Vermont have cxamined their claims, and are of the
opinion that the Petitioners bave not at this time, any
legal or squitable claim or interest in or to any of the
lands described in their petition.”
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Thus your Commissioner makes substantially the same

pommendation as was made in 15803 nasely, that the Tribes
of the Iroguols Conlederagy be informed that they have
shown nmo legal or @1%&0 Justification for their claim
to a portion of the lands within the State of Vermont and
that because of this, the Uenersl Asseably must decline
making any {inanclal settisment therefor with these
ahimumg

Hespectiully subaitted,

Charles J. Adams
Comaissioner




CcorY

In re Claims of Tribes Defore Charles J. Adans,
of the Irogquois Confederacy l' , Comnlasioner 7
STIFULATION

After notlece of hearing on tenative claims to be presented
by the Eribes of the Lake of Two Wountains, Caughbnawaga and St.
egls Indiana and pending the introduction of any evidence in
support of such clalms, it is stipulated and agreed by and
between the clalmants and Cliftom U. Parker, as Attorney Ueneral
for the State of Vermoni, that further proceedings bcfam said
Commissicner be terminated and that ssid Commissioner be
relieved of auy further duties ln sald Commiseion other than
to report the substance of this stipulation to the Ueneral
Assenbly of 1953;

Said claimants before sald Cosmisasioner asserting their
preference, by their counsel, Zoland Stevens, fsq., for a
hearing on sald claim before the proper claims commitiee o{
the 1953 General Assembly or its special cossittes of comaission
which it may, in its deteralnation, provide in the matter.

Dated at Cify of Montpelier, in the County of Washington,
and State of Vermont, this Tth day of November, 4.0. 1952.

TRIBRS OF THE IROGUULS COMFEDERACY
Lake of Two Nountains
Caughnawaia
5t. Hegis

By /s/ hcland £. 3tevens

ir attorney
STATE OF VESONT
By /s/ Clifton (. Parker

1ts Attorney General
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