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Introduced by [...]

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Executive; boards and commissions; miscellaneous; repeal or revise
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to repeal or to

revise provisions regarding certain boards and commissions.

An act relating to boards and commissions

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
* * * Government Accountability Committee * * *

Sec. 1. ltis the intent of the General Assembly for the House and Senate

Government Operations Committees to reexamine the principle of government

accountability with attention paid to how evidence is used to inform policy,

how information is publicly conveyed, review State laws to ensure

accountability, and for potential statutory amendments to accomplish these

goals.

Sec. 2. REPEAL OF GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE

2 V.S.A. chapter 28 (Government Accountability Committee) is repealed.

* * * State Boards and Commissions Registry * * *
Sec. 3. 3V.S.A. §116a. is amended to read:

8 116A. STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REGISTRY
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* * %

(c) As used in this section, “State board or commission” means a
professional or occupational licensing board or commission, advisory board or
commission, appeals board, promotional board, interstate board, supervisory

board or council, or any other similar entity that:

(1) is created by State law-by-federaHaw-and-contains-State-appointees;
or by executive order;

(2) is established as or is attached to an Executive Branch entity;

(3) has statewide jurisdiction or carries out a State function; and

(4) is not composed of members appointed exclusively by regional,
county, or municipal entities.

* ** \Vermont Pension Investment Commission * * *
Sec. 4. 3 V.S.A. 8522 is amended to read:
§ 522. VERMONT PENSION INVESTMENT COMMISSION
* % *

(h) Compensation and reimbursements. Members and alternates of the
Commission who are not public employees shall be entitled to per diem
compensation as set-ferth permitted in 32 V.S.A. § 1010 and reimbursement
for all necessary expenses that they may incur through service on the
Commission from the funds of the retirement systems. The Chair of the

Commission may be compensated from the funds at a level net-to-exceed-one-
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third-of-the-salary-of the State Freasurer—as determined by the other members

of the Commission.
(i) Assistance and expenses.
(1) The Commission shall have the administrative and technical support
of the-Office-of the-State Freasurer
& The Commission may collect proportionally from the funds of the
three retirement systems and any individual municipalities that have been
allowed to invest their retirement funds pursuant to subsection 523(a) of this
title, any expenses incurred that are associated with carrying out its duties, and
any expenses incurred by the Treasurer’s office in support of the Commission.
3)}(2) The Attorney General shall serve as legal advisor to the
Commission.
* * * Repeal of Agricultural Finance Program Advisory Panel * * *
Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 213 is amended to read:
§ 213. AUTHORITY; ORGANIZATION
(@) The Vermont Economic Development Authority is hereby created and
established as a body corporate and politic and a public instrumentality of the
State. The exercise by the Authority of the powers conferred upon it in this

chapter constitutes the performance of essential governmental functions.

* * *

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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procedures for the operation of the agricultural programs. [Repealed.]
(e) Appointed members of the Authority and-the-Advisory-Panel shall be

compensated at the rate of $50.00 a day for time spent in the performance of

their duties and they shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the

performance of their duties.

* * *

* * * Repeals of Coalition for Healthy Activity, Motivation, and Prevention

Programs (CHAMPPS) and Fit and Healthy Advisory Council * * *

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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Sec. 6. REPEAL OF COALITION FOR HEALTHY ACTIVITY,
MOTIVATION, AND PREVENTION PROGRAMS (CHAMPPS)/FIT
AND HEALTHY ADVISORY COUNCIL

18 V.S.A. § 11 (Coalition for Healthy Activity, Motivation, and Prevention

Programs (CHAMPPS)/Fit and Healthy Advisory Council) is repealed.

* * * Repeal of Birth Information Network Advisory Committee * * *
Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 20. BIRTH INFORMATION NETWORK
§991. ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRTH INFORMATION NETWORK
* % *
(h) The Department of Health shall develop a form that contains a
description of the Birth Information Network and the purpose of the Network.
The form shall include a statement that the parent or guardian of a child may

contact the Department of Health and have his-erher the child’s personally

identifying information removed from the Network-using-a-process-developed
bt i itto,

* * *
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Network-data-collection-and-use: [Repealed.]

* * * Prospective Repeal of Nuclear Decommissioning Citizens Advisory
Panel * * *
Sec. 8. PROSPECTIVE REPEAL OF NUCLEAR DECOMMISSIONING
CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL

18 V.S.A. chapter 34 (nuclear decommissioning citizens advisory panel) is

repealed on January 1, 2030.

* * * Repeal of Vermont Prescription Drug Advisory Council * * *
Sec. 9. REPEAL OF VERMONT PRESCRIPTION DRUG ADVISORY
COUNCIL

18 V.S.A. § 4255 (Vermont Prescription Drug Advisory Council) is repealed.

** * \Jermont Employment Security Board * * *
Sec. 10. 21 V.S.A. § 1302 is amended to read:
§ 1302. VERMONT EMPLOYMENT SECURITY BOARD,
COMPOSITION, DUTIES
(a) There is hereby created a board of three members to be known as the

Vermont Employment Security Board. One member, who will serve as the

chair of the Board, shall be the Commissioner of Labor, ex officio. The two

other members of the Board shall be appointed by the Governor, with the

advice and consent of the Senate. The term of each appointed member shall be

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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six years. Biennially, in the month of February, with the advice and consent of
the Senate, the Governor shall appoint a person as a member of such the Board
for the term of six years, whose term of office shall commence March 1 of the
year in which such appointment is made. Any appointment to a vacancy shall
be for the unexpired term. In case of a vacancy by resignation, the member
resigning shall continue in office until his-er-her that member’s successor is
appointed. No more than two members of the Board shall be members of the
same political party. Bienniathy-inthe-menth-of Februarythe Governorshal
designate-a-member-of such-beard-to-be-itschair- The Governor may at any
time remove a an appointed member of such Board for gross inefficiency,
neglect of duty, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office.
* % *
* * * Repeal of Natural Gas and Oil Resources Board and Statutory
Framework * * *
Sec. 11. 29 V.S.A. chapter 14 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 14. NATURAL GAS AND OIL CONSERVATION

§ 501 HFLE OFCHAPTER

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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(e} All proceeds from State leases or other related contracts shall be paid
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8§ 571. HYDRAULIC FRACTURING; PROHIBITION

(a) No person may engage in hydraulic fracturing in the State.
(b) No person within the State may collect, store, or treat wastewater from
hydraulic fracturing.

* * * Repeal of Review Board on Retail Sales * * *
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Sec. 12. REPEAL OF REVIEW BOARD ON RETAIL SALES

30 V.S.A. § 212b (review board on retail sales) is repealed.

* * * Prospective Repeal of Clean Energy Development Board * * *
Sec. 13. 30 V.S.A. § 8015 is amended to read:
§ 8015. VERMONT CLEAN ENERGY DEVELOPMENT FUND

* * *

(d) Expenditures authorized.
* % *
(2) If during a particular year, the Commissioner of Public Service
determines that there is a lack of high value projects eligible for funding, as
identified in the five-year plan, or as otherwise identified, the Commissioner

shall consider

transferring funds to the Energy Efficiency Fund established under the
provisions of subsection 209(d) of this title. Such a transfer may take place
only in response to an opportunity for a particularly cost-effective investment
in energy efficiency, and only as a temporary supplement to funds collected
under that subsection, not as replacement funding.
* % *
(e) Management of Fund.
(1) This Fund shall be administered by the Department of Public Service

to facilitate the development and implementation of clean energy resources.

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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The Department is authorized to expend monies from the Clean Energy
Development Fund in accordance with this section. The Commissioner of the

Department shall make all decisions necessary to implement this section and

administer the Fund exeeptthose-decisions-committed-to-the-Clean-Energy
Development-Board-under-this-subsection. The Department shall ensure an

open public process in the administration of the Fund for the purposes
established in this subchapter.
(2) During fiscal years after FY 2006, up to five percent of amounts

appropriated to the Department of Public Service from the Fund may be used

for administrative costs related to the Clean Energy Development Fund.
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I ¢ Publi ico chall orovide the Cl
I L with administrati icos.

H(3) The Department shall perform each of the following:

(A) On or before January 15 of each year, provide to the Senate
Committees on Finance and on Natural Resources and Energy and the House
Committees on Commerce and Economic Development and on Energy and
Technology a report for the fiscal year ending the preceding June 30 detailing
the activities undertaken, the revenues collected, and the expenditures made
under this subchapter. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of
required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under this

subdivision.

(B) Develop, and submit to the Clean Energy Development Board for

review-and-approval; a five-year strategic plan and an annual program plan,

both of which shall be developed with input from a public stakeholder process

and shall be consistent with State energy planning principles.

(C) Develop, and submit to the Clean Energy Development Board for
review-and-approval; an annual operating budget.
(D) Developrand-submit-to-the-Clean-Energy-Development Boardfor

review-and-approval; proposed program designs to facilitate clean energy

market and project development (including use of financial assistance,

investments, competitive solicitations, technical assistance, and other incentive

VT LEG #364628 v.3
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programs and strategies). Prior to any approval of a new program or of a
substantial modification to a previously approved program of the Clean Energy
Development Fund, the Department of Public Service shall publish online the

proposed program or modification, shall provide an opportunity for public

comment of no less than 30 days;-and-shal-provide-to-the-Clean-Energy

or-modification. In For the purposes of this subdivision (D), “substantial

modification” shal-relude includes a change to a program’s application
criteria or application deadlines and shal-relude includes any change to a
program if advance knowledge of the change could unfairly benefit one
applicant over another applicant. For the purpose of 3 V.S.A. § 831(c)
(initiating rulemaking on request), a new program or substantial modification
of a previously approved program shall be treated as if it were an existing
practice or procedure.

{8)(4) At least annually, the Clean-Energy-Development Board-and-the
Commissioner or designee jointly shall hold a public meeting to review and
discuss the status of the Fund;; Fund projects;; the performance of the Fund
Manager;; any reports, information, or inquiries submitted by the Fund

manager or the public;; and any additional matters they deem necessary to

fulfill their the Commissioner’s obligations under this section.
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(F) Clean Energy Development Fund Manager. The Clean Energy
Development Fund shall have a Fund Manager who shall be an employee of
the Department of Public Service.

(g) Bonds. The Commissioner of Public Service-in-consultation-with-the
Clean-Energy-DevelopmentBoard; may explore use of the Fund to establish
one or more loan-loss reserve funds to back issuance of bonds by the State
Treasurer otherwise authorized by law, including Clean Renewable Energy
Bonds, that support the purposes of the Fund.

(h) ARRA funds. All American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
funds described in section 8016 of this title shall be disbursed, administered,
and accounted for in a manner that ensures rapid deployment of the funds and
is consistent with all applicable requirements of ARRA, including
requirements for administration of funds received and for timeliness, energy
savings, matching, transparency, and accountability. These funds shall be
expended for the following categories listed in this subsection, provided that
no single project directly or indirectly receives a grant in more than one of
these categories. After-consultation-with-the Clean-Energy Development
Boardthe The Commissioner of Public Service shall have discretion to use
non-ARRA monies within the fund to support all or a portion of these

categories and shall direct any ARRA monies for which non-ARRA monies
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have been substituted to the support of other eligible projects, programs, or
activities under ARRA and this section.

(1) The Vermont Smal-seale Small Scale Renewable Energy Incentive
Program currently administered by the Renewable Energy Resource Center,
for use in residential and business installations. These funds may be used by
the Program for all forms of renewable energy as defined by section 8002 of
this title, including biomass and geothermal heating. The disbursement to this
Program shall seek to promote continuous funding for as long as funds are
available.

(2) Grant and loan programs for renewable energy resources, including
thermal resources such as district biomass heating that may not involve the
generation of electricity.

(3) Grants and loans to thermal energy efficiency incentive programs,
community-scale renewable energy financing programs, certification and
training for renewable energy workers, promotion of local biomass and
geothermal heating, and an anemometer loan program.

(4) $2 million for a public-serving institution efficiency and renewable
energy program that may include grants and loans and create a revolving loan
fund. 1 As used in this subsection, “public-serving institution” means

government buildings and nonprofit public and private universities, colleges,
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and hospitals. In this program, awards shall be made through a competitive bid
process.

(5) $2 million to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board
(VHCB) to make grants and deferred loans to nonprofit organizations for
weatherization and renewable energy activities allowed by federal law,

including assistance for nonprofit owners and occupants of permanently

affordable housing.

A $880,000.00 to the 11 regional planning commissions ($80,000.00 to
each such commission) to conduct energy efficiency and energy conservation
activities that are eligible under the EECBG program.

(8) Concerning the funds authorized for use in subdivisions (4)—(7) of
this subsection:

(A) To the extent permissible under ARRA, up to five percent may
be spent for administration of the funds received.

(B) In the event that the Commissioner of Public Service determines
that a recipient of such funds has insufficient eligible projects, programs, or

activities to fully utilize the authorized funds, then-after-consultation-with-the
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Clean-Energy-DevelopmentBoard; the Commissioner shall have discretion to

reallocate the balance to other eligible projects, programs, or activities under
this section.

(9) The Commissioner of Public Service is authorized, to the extent
allowable under ARRA, to utilize up to 10 percent of ARRA funds received
for the purpose of administration. The Commissioner shall allocate a portion
of the amount utilized for administration to retain permanent, temporary, or
limited service positions or contractors and the remaining portion to the
oversight of specific projects receiving ARRA funding pursuant to section
6524 of this title.

(i) Rules. The Department and-the-Clean-Energy-Development-Board-each
may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to carry out its functions
under this section and-shall-consult-with-each-othereither-before-orduring the
rulemaking process.

* * * Repeal of Vermont Telecommunications Authority * * *
Sec. 14. REPEAL OF VERMONT TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AUTHORITY

30 V.S.A. chapter 91 (Vermont Telecommunications Authority) is repealed.

* * * Repeal and Transfer of Duties of Private Activity Bond Advisory
Committee * * *

Sec. 15. 32 V.S.A. § 994 is amended to read:
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§ 994. ADMASORY-COMMITFFEE RECOMMENDATION REGARDING

PRIVATE BOND VOLUME CAP

The Treasurer shall, in coordination with the Secretary of Administration,

the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development, and any bond

issuing authority of the State or instrumentality of the State that is eligible to

issue private activity bonds:
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to-the-Committee:
(b) Committee charge.
(1) Fhe-Committeeshall annually survey the expected need for private
activity bond allocations ameng-constituted-and-eligible-issuing-authorities
empowered 1o issue such bonds on an annual basis and provide

recommendations to the Emergency Board prior to its meetings;

(2)(A)YFhe-Committee-shall-develop maintain guidelines for allocation

of private activity bonding capacity designed to maximize the availability of

tax-exempt tax-exempt financing among various sectors of the Vermont
economy with a focus on economic development, housing, education,
redevelopment, public works, energy, waste management, waste and recycling
collection, transportation, and other activities that the-Committee-determines
will benefit the citizens of Vermont- which

{B)Fhe guidelines should support efforts and entities that increase the
number of good-paying jobs in the State, promote economic development,
support affordable housing, and affordable access to postsecondary education
and training, and encourage the use of Vermont’s human and natural resources

in endeavors that maximize Vermont’s comparative economic advantages, and
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be flexible enough to include new and innovative uses of private activity

bonds, consistent with federal regulations and the Internal Revenue Code-;

{4) ©n on or before December 1 of each year, the-Committee shall make

recommendations to the Emergency Board on the allocation, including any
amounts reserved for contingency allocations, of the State’s private activity
bond ceiling for the following calendar year to and among the constituted
issuing authorities empowered to issue such bonds-; and

{5)(4) On-its-own-nitiative; as required, or at the request of the Governor
or at-therequest of the Emergency Board, the-Committee-may make
recommendations to the Governor or Emergency Board concerning
assignments or reallocation of any unused portion of the ceiling subsequent to
an allocation by the Emergency Board in a given year.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 9 shall take effect on

June 30, 2025.
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