
ANNUAL REPORT
TOWN OF BOLTON, VERMONT

“LAND OF BOULDERS AND BEARS”

FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2021 - JUNE 30, 2022FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2021 - JUNE 30, 2022

PLEASE TAKE THIS REPORT TO TOWN MEETING ON 
MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2023, 7:00 PM AT SMILIE MEMORIAL SCHOOL

Winter Sunrise from the Town Office



TOWN MEETINGS  |  OFFICE HOURS
As a courtesy, please call the clerk or chair of  each board in advance to schedule your appointment.

Select Board Meetings
First and Third Mondays, 6:00 pm
Chair, Lynda DesLauriers
Clerk, Amy Grover

Special Select Board Meetings
Public Hearings
All scheduled as needed and warned in Seven Days

Planning Commission
Third Tuesday, 6:00 pm
Chair, Steve Barner
Clerk, Carol Devlin

Capital Planning Committee
First Wednesday, 6:30 pm (Meet as needed.)
Chair, Joss Besse
Clerk, Amy Gover

Conservation Commission
Fourth Monday, 6:00 pm
Chair, Virginia Haviland
Clerk, Amy Grover

Development Review Board
Fourth Thursday, 6:30 pm
Chair, Steve Diglio
Staff: Kelly Diglio

Economic Resource Committee
Quarterly; Second Monday in January, April, July, October, 6:00 pm
Chair, Allison Smith

Energy Committee
Dissolved

Mt. Mansfield Unified Union School District
Please see the website for meeting information:  www.mmuusd.org

Town Office Hours
Monday - Thursday:  8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday:  closed
Town Office Phone:  802-434-5075
Town Office Fax:  802-434-6404

Zoning Hours
Planning and Zoning Administrator, Kelly Diglio
Thursdays 10:00 am - 4 pm
Zoning Phone: 802-434-5075 x225

Assessor Hours
Assessor, Ted Nelson and Amber Renshaw
Wednesday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Assessor Phone:  802-434-5075 x223

Photos throughout Annual Report by Tim & Amy Grover
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DEDICATION
“Volunteer: a person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses a willingness to undertake a service.”

This 2023 Bolton Town Report is dedicated to a devoted and steadfast group of  volunteers, “The Friends of  
Wheeler Field,” who freely gave of  their time and energy for the benefit of  our community, and all of  those 
folks who supported those Friends’ efforts in a myriad of  ways over multiple years.

Since early in 2016, a dedicated and expanding group of  Bolton residents gathered together tirelessly with 
one goal in mind – to permanently conserve Wheeler Field in West Bolton and to donate that property to 
the Town of  Bolton, to be loved and appreciation by future generations for years to come.  Through years of  
fund raisers (Yard sales! Auctions! Bake sales! Pushup challenges! “Nekked” calendar sales!), private donations 
from individuals in Bolton and beyond, successful grant writing, the support of  various Bolton Boards and 
Committees, the Richmond Land Trust, and the VHCB, their goal was realized on March 24, 2022, when the 
property was purchased and donated to the Town of  Bolton. Congratulations to the Friends of  Wheeler Field, 
and all those folks who supported them in achieving their goal!

We would be remiss not to mention the tireless efforts of  longtime West Bolton resident, John Westie, who 
“led the charge” to conserve Wheeler Field for many years.  John passed away unexpectedly on September 17, 
2022, shortly after the September 10, 2022 “we conserved Wheeler Field” celebration.  We are grateful that 
John so enjoyed celebrating this special day, with so many friends, at his beloved Wheeler Field. Our heartfelt 
sympathy and condolences continue to go out to John’s family and friends. You are missed. Rest in peace.

From an email written by John in June 2018 (referencing an early Homer Lock photograph of  Wheeler Field, 
included in this set of  photographs posted on the Town of  Bolton website: https://boltonvt.com/H_Locke/ ):

“When I see that photograph, I sort of  ‘fall into’ that ancient landscape. My eyes glaze over. And I imagine 
myself  walking in Wheeler Field in 1910. So, this is my passion. This place, this wonderful place, that has been 
documented by photographs throughout the history of  photography. This place has magic in it.”

Wheeler Field Celebration, September 10, 2022 Photo Credit - Brian Jenkins
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Town Meeting “CCC Hour”

We asked, you responded, and we listened…

The Town will be hosting a CCC (Cake! Coffee! Cider!) Hour prior to the start of  Town Meeting on Monday, 
March 6, 2023 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  This is replacing the traditional potluck dinner, as the Town Meeting 
potluck dinner survey responses revealed that our community overwhelming supported this shift. We hope 
that you will join us, and take advantage of  the continued and traditional opportunity to chat with our repre-
sentatives Theresa Wood and Tom Stevens, as well as Bolton board and committee members.

Babysitting Services
Due to health and liability concerns, the Town will no longer be providing babysitting services during Town 
Meeting.
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS
		  TERM			   TERM
POSITION	 OFFICER	 ELECTED	 TERM	 EXPIRES
Town Moderator	 Leslie Pelch	 2022	 1 year	 2023
Town Clerk	 Amy Grover	 2020	 3 years	 2023
Town Treasurer	 Amy Grover	 2020	 3 years	 2023
Select Board	 Steve Goldfield*****	 2022	 3 years	 2025
	 Paula Gervia**	 2022			   2024
	 Andrew Pond***	 2022			   2023
	 Lynda DesLauriers 	 2020	 3 years	 2023
	 Janet Metz****	 2022	 2 years	 2024
Board of Civil Authority	 Andrew Pond2	

	 Steve Goldfield2*****	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Lynda DesLauriers2

	 John Devine, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Paula Gervia, Justice & SB	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Amy Grover1	
	 Brenda McKeown, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
	 Janet Metz2

	 Richard Reid, Justice	 2022	 2 years	 2024
Town Constable	 Jonathan Dennis*	 2022	 1 year	 2023
Cemetery Commissioners	 Cheryl Ann Mendicino	 2021	 3 years	 2024
	 Penny J. Tinker	 2022	 3 years	 2025
	 Betty Wheelock	 2020	 3 years	 2023
Mt. Mansfield Unified Union School District	 Andrew Pond	 2021	 3 years	 2024

State Representatives Chittenden-Washington 1
Representative Theresa Wood  	 Representative Tom Stevens
Email:  twood@leg.state.vt.us  	 Email: tstevens@leg.state.vt.us

1BCA member, not Justice of  the Peace, term of  Clerk.
2BCA member, not Justice of  the Peace, term of  Select Board seat.
*Jonathan Dennis resigned March 2022. Billy Atwood was appointed to his position to serve until Town Meeting 2023.
**Henry Corse resigned September 2021. Paula Gervia was appointed to his seat to serve until Town Meeting 2022, and was elected to serve for 2 
years remaining on a 3 year term.
***Kyle Guyette resigned June 2021. Andrew Pond was appointed to his seat to serve until Town Meeting 2022, and was elected to serve for 1 year 
remaining on a 2 year term.
****Janet Metz resigned November 2022. Leah Scott was appointed to her seat to serve until Town Meeting 2023.
*****Steve Goldfield resigned July 2022. Richard Reid was appointed to his seat until Town Meeting 2023.
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HIRED AND APPOINTED TOWN OFFICIALS
POSITION	 OFFICIAL	 DATE OF HIRE 		  TERM
		  OR APPOINTMENT		  EXPIRES
Assistant Town Clerk & Treasurer	 Carol Devlin	 Hired 2013
Delinquent Tax Collector	 Amy Grover  	 Appointed 2017
Planning Commission	 Steve Barner, Chair	 Appointed 1990		  2024
	 Evan DesLauriers	 Appointed 2017		  2024
	 Merrick Gillies	 Appointed 2022		  2024
	 Kaelyn Modrak, Vice Chair     	 Appointed 2017		  2023
	 Adam Beaudry	 Appointed 2020		  2023
Conservation Commission 	 Virginia Haviland, Chair	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Amy Ludwin	 Appointed 2013		  2026
	 Steve McLeod	 Appointed 2013		  2026
	 Jerry Mullen	 Appointed 2015		  2025
	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2019		  2026
	 Pamela Gude, Vice Chair	 Appointed 2020		  2025
	 Tucker Andrews	 Appointed 2020		  2026
Sara Holbrook Parcel Steward	 Pamela Gude	 Appointed 2019		  2023
Preston Pond Steward	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2022		  2024
Development Review Board	 John Devine, Secretary	 Appointed 2014		  2024
	 Kelly Diglio, Staff	 Hired 2022
	 Steve Diglio, Chair	 Appointed 2014		  2023
	 Jonathan Ignatowski, Staff*	 Hired 2020
	 Rob Ricketson	 Appointed 2015		  2022
	 Adam Miller	 Appointed 2015		  2022
	 Adam Beaudry, Vice Chair	 Appointed 2017		  2024
	 Spencer Nowak, Alternate	 Appointed 2020		  2023
Tree Warden	 Luke Ingram	 Appointed 2014		  Annual Re-Appt
Planning and Zoning Administrator	 Kelly Diglio	 Hired 202218
	 Jonathan Ignatowski*	 Hired 2020
Animal Control Officer	 Rob Mullen	 Appointed 2017		  Annual Re-Appt
Assessor	 Ted Nelson	 Hired 2020
	 Amber Renshaw	 Hired 2022
Health Officer 	 Jason Wolstenholme 	 Appointed 2022		  2025
Fire Chief	 Mike Gervia	 Appointed 1997		  Annual Re-Appt
Fire Warden	 Mike Gervia	 Appointed 2018		  2023
Economic Resource Committee	 Ernest Levesque, Vice Chair 	 Appointed 2016  		  2022
	 Allison Smith, Chair	 Appointed 2018 		  2022
	 Tammy McGuriman	 Appointed 2021		  2023
Capital Planning Committee	 Planning Commission member: Steve Barner
	 Former Select Board member and resident: Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Vice Chair
	 Residents: Joss Besse, Chair; Tony Barbagallo
	 Annual re-appointments.
Emergency Management Director	 Mica Cassara	 Appointed	2020		  Annual '
						      Re-Appt.

*Jonathan Ignatowski resigned December 2022. Kelly Diglio was hired December 2022.
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POSITION	 OFFICIAL	 DATE OF HIRE 		  TERM
		  OR APPOINTMENT		  EXPIRES
Energy Committee	 Dissolved
Energy Coordinator	 Juliette Juillerat 	 Appointed 2018 		  2023
Representatives to CCRPC	 Joss Besse,	 Appointed 2021 		  2023
	 CCRPC Alternate 	
	 Joss Besse “PAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2020 		  2022
	 Joss Besse “TAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2021 		  2023
	 Joss Besse “CWAC” Representative 	 Appointed 2021 		  2023
	 “CWAC” Alternate	 Currently Vacant
	 CCRPC Representative	 Currently Vacant	
	 "PAC" Alternate	 Currently Vacant
	 “TAC” Alternate	 Currently Vacant
Chittenden Solid Waste District
 Representative	 Currently Vacant
Senior Meal Coordinator	 Doris Wheelock
Cemetery Caretakers	 Allan Sumner	 Hired 2018
	 David Streeter	 Hired 2014
Highway Department	 Eric Andrews, Foreman	 Hired 1999 FT

		  Dan Champney	 Hired 2015 PT
		  Jacob Johnson, Road Commissioner	 Hired 2022 FT
		  Jim Kilpeck	 Hired 2022 FT
		  Dave Mahoney	 Hired 2022 PT
		

Area Principals	

Smilie Memorial School	 Derek Howard
Camels Hump Middle School	 Gretchen Muller
Mt. Mansfield Union High School	 Michael Weston
MMUUSD Superintendent	 John Alberghini

CCRPC  – Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 
*PAC – Planning Advisory Committee
*TAC – Transportation Advisory Committee
*CWAC – Clean Water Advisory Committee



Page 7

                                                             Town of Bolton Annual Report 2022

TOWN SECTION

Town Warnings and Ballots
Notice to Voters

Town Warning
Sample Town Ballot

Minutes of February 28, 2022 Virtual Public Informational Hearing/                                           
Select Board Meeting

Financial
Auditor’s Letter (report available to download www.boltonvt.com)

Delinquent Tax Collector’s Report
Proposed 2023-24 Budget

Reserve Fund
Tax Rate Information

Ollie the new office paper shredder!
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NOTICE TO VOTERS
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING DAY

BEFORE ELECTION DAY:
CHECKLIST POSTED at the Town Office by February 5, 2023.  If your name is not on the checklist, then you must register to 
vote.  SAMPLE BALLOTS will be posted by February 15, 2023.

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE: There is no deadline to register to vote.  You will be able to register to vote on the day of the 
election.  You can register before the election by visiting the Town Office or going online to olvr.sec.state.vt.us.

REQUEST EARLY or ABSENTEE BALLOTS:  You or a family member can request early or absentee ballots at any time 
during the year of the election in person, in writing, by telephone, email, or online at mvp.sec.state.vt.us.  The latest you can 
request ballots for the Local Election is the close of the Town Office on Thursday, March 2, 2023. (Any other person authorized 
by you who is not a family member must apply in writing or in person for a ballot for you.) 

•	 Please note: no person, except Justices of the Peace, may take any ballot from the Town Office on behalf of another 
person.  

•	 Unless the registered voter comes in person to the Town Office to vote or to take their ballot, early or absentee ballot 
requests are processed by mailing the ballot/s directly to the registered voter.

WAYS TO VOTE YOUR EARLY or ABSENTEE BALLOT:
•	 You may vote in the Town Office before the deadline.

•	 Voter may take his or her ballot(s) out of the Town Office and return in same manner as if the ballots were received by 
mail.

•	 Have ballot mailed to you, and mail or deliver it back to the Town Office before Election Day or to the polling place (Smilie 
Memorial Elementary School) before 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.

•	 If you are sick or disabled before Election Day, ask the town clerk to have two justices of the peace bring a ballot to you at 
your home. (Ballots can be delivered on any of the eight days preceding the day of the election or on the day of election.)

ON ELECTION DAY:

If your name was dropped from the checklist in error, or has not been added even though you submitted a timely applica-
tion for addition to the checklist, you can fill out a new registration form.

If the clerk or Board of Civil Authority does not add your name, you can appeal the decision to a superior court judge, who will 
settle the matter on Election Day.  Call the Secretary of State’s Office at 1-800-439-VOTE (439-8683) for more information.

If you are a first time voter who submitted your application to the checklist individually by mail and did not submit the 
required document, you must provide a current and valid photo identification, or a bank statement, utility bill, or government 
document that contains your name/current address.

If you have physical disabilities, are visually impaired or can’t read, you may have assistance from any person of your 
choice. If any voters you know have disabilities let them know they can have assistance from any person of their choice.

If you know voters who cannot get from the car into the polling place let them know that ballot(s) may be brought to their 
car by two election officials.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE WHILE VOTING, ASK YOUR TOWN CLERK OR 
ANY ELECTION OFFICIAL FOR HELP.
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NO PERSON SHALL:
•	 Vote more than once per election, either in the same town or in different towns.

•	 Mislead the Board of Civil Authority about your own or another person’s true residency or other eligibility to vote.

•	 Hinder or impede a voter going into or from the polling place.

•	 Socialize in a manner that could disturb other voters in the polling place.

•	 Offer bribe, threaten or exercise undue influence to dictate or control the vote of another person.

FOR HELP OR INFORMATION:  Call the Secretary of State’s Office at 1-800-439-VOTE (439-8683).  (Accessible by TDD)

If you believe that any of your voting rights have been violated, you may file an Administrative Complaint with the Secre-
tary of State’s Office, 128 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05633.
If you believe you have witnessed efforts to commit any kind of fraud or corruption in the voting process, you may 
report this to your local United States Attorney’s Office.
If you have witnessed actual or attempted acts of discrimination or intimidation in the voting process, you may report 
this to the Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of Justice at (800) 253-3931.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTERS using Paper Ballots

CHECK-IN AND RECEIVE BALLOTS:
•	 Go to the entrance checklist table.

•	 Give name and, if asked, street address to the election official in a loud voice.

•	 Wait until your name is repeated and checked off by the official.

•	 An election official will give you a ballot.

•	 Go to a vacant voting booth.

MARK YOUR BALLOT:  For each office listed on the ballot, you will see instructions to “Vote for not more than one, or Vote for 
not more than two, etc.”
•	 To vote for a candidate, fill in the oval to the right of the name of the candidate you want to vote for.
•	 WRITE-IN candidate(s).  To vote for someone whose name is not printed on the ballot, use the blank “write-in” lines on the 

ballot and either write-in the name or paste on sticker, then fill in the oval.
CHECK OUT:
•	 Go to the exit checklist table and state your name in an audible voice.
•	 Wait until your name is repeated and checked off by the official.

CAST YOUR VOTE by depositing your voted ballot in the tabulator.
LEAVE the voting area immediately.
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The full Auditor’s Report is available at www.boltonvt.com
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DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT

Delinquent Taxes outstanding as of  June 31, 2021	 $34,187.01

Delinquent Taxes assigned for collection as of May 19, 2022	 +$65,317.50

Total Delinquent Taxes assigned for collection	 $99,504.51

Delinquent Taxes collected from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022	 -$75,576.54

Adjustments, Errors, Omissions, and Abatements	 -$682.63
	 ____________
Outstanding Delinquent Taxes as of June 30, 2022	 $23,245.34
	 ============

*These numbers do not include collections of Delinquent Taxes from July 1, 2022 to the time of this annual report. 

Delinquent Taxes collected from July 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022	 $18,677.44

Election Day BCA member Paula Gervia  &  volunteer Andrew Gervia.
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TOWN OF BOLTON RESERVE FUND SPREADSHEET Accumulative
ACCOUNT D (1)  E (2) I (3) Description FY 21-22
HIGHWAY ACCOUNTS
Highway Equip 130,467.52    29,000.00             159,467.52       
Highway Projects 155,167.91    25,000.00             180,167.91       
Highway Buildings 64,800.00      64,800.00         
Highway Resurf/Guard 21,958.97      21,958.97         
Road Cut Deposit 2,000.00        2,000.00           

-                    
FIRE ACCOUNTS -                    

158,577.00    38,338.00             85,235.00 111,680.00       
20,101.00      2,500.00               22,601.00         

1,515.00        1,515.00           

GENERAL ACCOUNTS
Town Office Reserve 8,500 5,000.00               13,500.00         
Restoration 21,963.00      6,848.00               28,811.00         
Land Conservation 37,038.31      3,313.69               20,750.00            19,602.00         
Firewood Sales for Con  280.00           280.00              
Planning Reserve Fund 18,544.39      4,000.00               22,544.39         

-                    
-                    
-                    

Ytd Interest 645.88 648,927.79       
649,573.67       

113,999.69           105,985.00          
21-22 Deposits 21-22 Expenses 21-22 Interest 649,573.67

FD Equipment
FD Station
FD-Hose
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TOWN OF BOLTON
TAX RATE INFORMATION

FY
Non-   

Resident 
Education 

Rate

Resident          
Educa-

tion Rate
Municipal MMU 

Accrual
Conserva-

tion Library Total Town
Budget

Annual Taxes 
per $100,000 

of Value

13-14 $1.4366 $1.5501 .52 .0025
$1.9566 (non)

$2.0701 (resident)
$802,600

$1,959.10

$2,072.60 

14-15 $1.5048 $1.7046 .53 .0025
$2.0348 (non)

$2.2346 (resident)
$847,900

$2,037.30 

$2,237.10 

15-16 $1.4965 $1.5895 .54
$2.0365 (non)

$2.1295 (resident)
$893,927

$2,036.50 

$2,129.50 

16-17* $1.5895 $1.0639 .5979 .0025
$2.1899 (non)

$2.2043 (resident)
$927,490

$2,189.90

$2,204.30

17-18 $1.5496 $1.4922 .5905 .0025
$2.1426 (non)

$2.200852 (resident)
$936,048

$2,142.60

$2,085.20

18-19 $1.5862 $1.4950 .6469 .0025
$2.2356 (non)

$2.1474 (resident)
$1,009,389

$2,2356

$2,1474

19-20 $1.6592 $1.5463 .6571 .0025
$2.3188 (non)

$2.2059 (resident)
$1,037,324

$2,318.80

$2,295.90

20-21 $1.7369 $1.5698 .6861 .0025
$2.4255 (Non)

$2.2584 (Resident)
$1,079,264

$2,425.50

$2,258.40

21-22 $1.7989 $1.6498 .6778 .0025
$2.4792 (Non)

$2.3301 (Resident)
$1,110,774

$2,479.20

$2,330.10

22-23 $1.7156 $1.5255 .7312 .0025
$2.4493 (Non)

$2.2592 (Resident)
$1,165,162

$2,449.30

$2,259.20

*Reappraisal completion year

MMU Day of  Service - students completing trail work in the PPCA.
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TOWN OF BOLTON

Reports • Letters
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Bolton’s Own Little Libraries

Clerk and Treasurer
Conservation Commission

Development Review Board
Economic Resource Committee

Energy Committee
Fire Warden (burning permits)

Highway Department
Planning Commission

Planning & Zoning Administrator
Select Board
Vital Records

Volunteer Fire Department

Ethan Tapper Forester of  the Year.
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TOWN ASSESSOR
This past year has been a busy and productive year in the Assessor Office.  In the winter and spring we com-
pleted the known changes to property such as the changes approved through the local permit process.  We 
also realized the real estate market in Vermont and Bolton is rising to the point we will be required to update 
the values.  As it turns out, the recent equalization study confirmed the changes with the common level of  
appraisal (“CLA”) dropping to 75.48% and the coefficient of  dispersion (“COD”) rising to 17.92%.  With 
these indicators forthcoming, and after successful completion of  a Data Quality Study, the Select Board and 
State Tax Department authorized a reappraisal for 2023 in the form of  a Statistical Update.

We will be working to update the Bolton property values for the 2023 Grand List.  The balance of  the winter 
and spring will be directed to developing a new land schedule and updating the other tables (building costs and 
depreciation) to more closely reflect the local real estate market.

We would like to thank the property owners who cooperated with us on the data quality study.  Several proper-
ties of  various types, locations and values were randomly selected for inspection and verification of  the infor-
mation on record.  We visited each and were generally greeted in a very kind and respectful manner.  Thanks 
to those who supported us completing this aspect of  the reappraisal.

As in the past, we are accessible most Wednesdays and would be pleased to discuss our work with you, at your 
convenience.

Respectfully Submitted,

Amber Renshaw

Ted Nelson

Bolton Assessors from the Vermont Appraisal Co.

 

Assessors Amber Renshaw & Ted Nelson
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BOLTON’S OWN LITTLE LIBRARY GROUP
It’s been another year of  reading and book exchanges at our 
Bolton’s Own Little Libraries (BOLL). The BOLLs have 
gotten good use in 2022 as it’s such an easy place to find a 
good read, or to leave off  a book you’ve enjoyed and want 
to share with others. Thank you to all our volunteers who’ve 
been stocking and caretaking our seven small, self-service 
libraries in neighborhoods throughout Bolton. 

Each library houses two to four dozen books and operates 
under the “Take a Book, Leave a Book” policy. BOLLs are 
open 24 /7 and have a wide array of  books for all ages. In-
ventory is constantly changing as people exchange books, 
so stop by one today to see what’s available.  There’s no 
due date or late fees ever-- just pop it back in any BOLL 
box when you’re finished or pass it along to a friend.  
 
How do you find the BOLL nearest you? The BOLLs are 
the brightly painted little boxes that are located at: Fernwood 
Manor, 445 Duxbury Road, Bolton Valley in the main circle, 
halfway down Notch Road, Stage Road about across from 
the Condos, where the Long Trail crosses Rt. 2, and the 
Town Offices. Thank you to Brea Dorsey for spearheading 
the move and caretaking of  the Bolton Valley BOLL. Steve 
and Jeannie Barner have added a brand-new Little Library of  
their own at the end of  their driveway at the crest of  Stage 
Road as well!

We’re finding that early readers are still some of  the most popular books to disappear from a BOLL box, and 
we want to give a special thank you to the Richmond Free Library Librarians Wendy and Rebecca for their 
on-going donations of  early readers and books for all ages when our book supplies dwindle. Do you have a 
collection of  children’s books you’d be ready to pass along? If  so, please visit your local BOLL box to drop 
off  a few now and or reach out for us to donate them for our backstock.

The BOLLs exist and thrive with our community of  readers and volunteers who look after them. We al-
ways welcome new volunteers to help rotate the books between the libraries. If  you are interested in helping 
to look after the BOLLs, please be in touch with us at aludwin@me.com or jendudleygaillard@gmail.com.  

Submitted by Amy Ludwin & Jen Dudley-Gaillard on behalf  of  The Bolton’s Own Little Library Group
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CLERK AND TREASURER



Page 29

                                                             Town of Bolton Annual Report 2022



Town of Bolton Annual Report 2022                                                                     

Page 30

Amy Grover, Town Clerk & Treasurer, Kelly Diglio, Zoning 
Administrator, Carol Devlin, Assistant Town Clerk & 
Treasurer
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT
More than 61% of  the acreage in Bolton is formally conserved 
land. The role of  the Bolton Conservation Commission (BCC) 
is to promote stewardship of  natural and cultural resources in 
Bolton and to advise the Select Board, Planning Commission, 
Development Review Board and other town groups as need-
ed on matters relating to the environment. The BCC typically 
convenes on the fourth Monday of  every month at 6:00 in 
the Town Office. You can also attend virtually online or by 
telephone. Phone in and log in information can be viewed on 
the BCC page of  the Town website, scroll down to see those 
details under the upcoming meeting agenda. We welcome in-
terested citizens at our meetings.

The BCC is proud to report use of  Conservation Funds to as-
sist in the conservation of  two important parcels. Town voters 
approved the ¼ cent addition to the tax rate last year which 
added about $3,000 to the fund. In December 2021, a 176-
acre private parcel that abuts approximately 70,000 acres of  
key wildlife corridor and sensitive higher elevation wetlands 
was protected, with Conservation Funds paying for some of  
the cost. The mostly forested parcel will be managed for both 
timber harvesting and to promote biodiversity and ecological 
function. 

With leadership from John Westie and the support of  the many 
Friends of  Wheeler Field (FOWF), Wheeler Field in West Bolton 
has been purchased and deeded to the town. Some of  the pur-
chase price came from the largest Conservation Fund request granted to date! The BCC will work with FOWF 
to create a management plan for this space based on town-wide input. We are excited to help re-introduce the 
field back into common use!  

The Libby’s Look Trail re-route at the Preston Pond Conservation Area (PPCA) is complete and open for 
use! The re-route avoids fragile wet areas to protect against further erosion and soil compaction. Thanks to 
the many hands that participated in this project. The BCC would especially like to thank Will Peery for lead-
ing work crews and engineering and constructing trail features, PPCA Steward Rob Mullen for his ongoing 
oversight, Amy Ludwin as the driving force behind a large crew of  local volunteers and Quinn Keating who 
gladly assists with signage, at times with the help of  CHMS students. Wow, we’ve got a wonderful community 
around us. Thank you to our friends on the: team from MMU for lending a hand with a day of  service, our 
local Boy Scouts troop and our friends from the REI store in Williston who also showed up for us ready to 
work! Please come enjoy the trails!

The BCC supports sharing our town’s natural beauty and outdoor recreation spaces, and we look forward to 
participating in the creation of  a town-wide public recreation management plan that will provide consistent 
guidance for addressing the challenges that come with increased popularity. The group will be looking at all 
the recreation sites in Town. The Sara Holbrook parcel, Bolton Potholes and the Bolton Dome are examples 
of  many recreational assets in Bolton that are free to enjoy. If  you would like to participate in the Recreation 
Study Group please contact Deb Shelby through the Bolton Town Office. 

City Nature Challenge, a world-wide citizen science campaign to survey the biological diversity of  our planet, 
was undertaken here in Bolton! Many folks participated over 4 days; they observed and identified 163 individ-
ual species. If  you’d like to participate in this year’s challenge, mark your calendar for April 28-May 1. Thanks 
to BCC member Pamela “flask” Gude for her organizational effort of  this project. Flask is also the CC liaison 

Conservation Commisssion members Virginia 
Haviland, Rob Mullen, virtually Pamela Gude, Amy 
Ludwin, Jerry Mullen, Steve McLeod, & Tucker 
Andrews
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with a team of  UVM students from the Rubenstein School doing a study of  the area at the bottom of  the 
Bolton Valley access road. They have provided us with some possible solutions to problems of  soil compac-
tion and water runoff.  

The BCC welcomed a partnership with Bee the Change, a group dedicated to providing more habitat for 
pollinators. One of  their goals is a pollinator planting in every Vermont town. The BCC recommended to the 
Bolton Select Board that we partner with Bee the Change to create pollinator habitat on the roughly 1 acre 
FEMA site on RT 2. Bee the Change plants and provides for the garden for 2 years. We are happy to host this 
intentional pollinator habitat. 

Green Up Day was a huge success. Thank you to every townsperson who lent a hand! Shout out to Amy Gro-
ver for setting us up with Green up day bags and signs for the Town garage, Pamela Gude worked that day as 
scout/concierge, Jane Agran supervised the dumpsters area at the Town garage, Amy Ludwin for outreach to 
CRAGVT. A big thank you to CRAGVT and the Green Mountain Club whose volunteers so generously give 
their time to help keep Bolton clean!

Submitted for the Bolton Conservation Commission by Tucker Andrews, Amy Ludwin and Virginia Haviland

Additional members: 
Pamela “flask” Gude 
Steve McLeod 
Rob Mullen 
Jerry Mullen 

Will and Steve Peery Volunterring in the PPCA.
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Bolton’s Development Review Board 
(DRB) is a five-member volunteer board 
appointed by the Select Board to adminis-
ter the town’s adopted zoning, subdivision 
and flood hazard regulations. The DRB is 
a “quasi-judicial” board – we hold warned 
public hearings, conduct site visits, and 
issue written decisions on subdivision 
and development applications, site plan 
amendments, conditional uses, zoning ap-
peals, waiver and variance requests.  It also 
hears appeals of  decisions of  the Zoning 
Administrator. The Town’s development 
ordinance and state statutes set criteria 
upon which the DRB makes its decisions. 

Our regular monthly meetings, held on 
the fourth Thursday of  the month, are open to the public.  If  needed (rarely), special meetings are held on 
the second Thursday. Public hearings on specific applications under review are warned in Seven Days, and by 
mail to abutting property owners. DRB meeting agendas are posted in advance on the DRB page of  the town 
website, and in 3 locations in the village (town office, fire station and Smilie School). The DRB also meets in 
deliberative sessions as needed to review application information and hearing materials, and to draft its find-
ings and decisions. All Board meeting minutes and decisions are available for review at the Town Office, and 
on DRB page of  the town’s website (at: http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/development-review-board/). 

The DRB met twelve times and held nine public hearings in 2022. The following applications were reviewed 
this past year:

2022-01-DRB: Applicant & Property Owner: John Ethan Tapper. Seeking final subdivision approval for a 
two-lot subdivision on 325 Bolton Valley Access Rd. The property is in the Rural I District. (Tax Map #9-
0100041).

2022-03-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Felix and Wendy Streeter. Seeking conditional use approval to 
construct a single-family home on steep slopes on 5008 Stage Rd. The property is in the Rural I District. (Tax 
Map #1-0024980).

2022-08-DRB; Applicant: Lenore Hayes. Property Owner: Burlington Community Land Trust & Champlain 
Housing Trust. Appealing Zoning Administrator’s notice of  violation regarding raised bed gardens located in 
a stream setback on 3244 Duxbury Rd. The property is located in the Rural I District. (Tax Map #15-0013244).

2022-11-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Catherine Antley and Gideon Bavly. Seeking final subdivision 
approval for a boundary line adjustment on 569 Mill Brook Rd. The property is in the Forest, Conservation, 
and Rural II Districts. (Tax Map #2-0060509).

2022-17-DRB; Applicant: Lenore Hayes. Property Owner: Burlington Community Land Trust & Champlain 
Housing Trust. Appealing Zoning Administrator’s notice of  violation for a pool and associated deck located 
in a stream setback on 3244 Duxbury Rd. The property is located in the Rural I District. (Tax Map #15-
0013244).

2022-23-DRB; Applicant: Lindsay DesLauriers. Property Owner: BVR LLC. Seeking conditional use review 
and steep slopes review for a nordic ski facility hut located on 4302 Bolton Valley Access Rd. The project is 
located in the Conservation District. (Tax Map #7-3004250).

DRB members Rob Ricketson, John Devine, virtual Spencer Nowak, Jon Ignatowski, 
staff, Steve Diglio, Adam Miller, missing Adam Beaudry
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2022-29-DRB; Applicant: Tonya Wheelock. Property Owner: Betty A & Leland E Wheelock and Tonya L 
Wheelock. Seeking front setback waiver for a sugarhouse addition on 4384 Stage Rd. The property is in the 
Rural I District. (Tax Map #1-0034384).

2022-31-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Larissa Urban. Seeking front setback waiver for an addition (2 
car garage) to an existing nonconforming structure (woodshed) on 4017 Stage Rd. The property is in the Rural 
I District. (Tax Map #11-0034017).

2022-33-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Samantha Avant. Seeking setback waivers for northern and 
southern property boundaries for an 8’ x 16’ porch on 3477 Stage Rd. The property is the Rural II District. 
(Tax Map #11-0033477). 

2022-11-DRB; Reconsideration; Applicant & Property Owner: Catherine Antley and Gideon Bavly. Seeking 
a reconsideration of  a final subdivision approval for a boundary line adjustment on 739 Mill Brook Rd. The 
property is in the Forest, Conservation, and Rural II Districts. (Tax Map #2-0060509).

2022-43-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Eastcote Holdings LLC. Seeking approval for a second curb cut 
and the development of  a gravel parking lot for recreational uses on 1070 Theodore Roosevelt Highway. The 
property is in the Rural I, Rural II and Flood Hazard Overlay District. (Tax Map #14-2001320).

2022-50-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: BV Timber LLC. Seeking conditional use approval to install 
two 500-gallon fuel tanks, one 275-gallon fuel tank, and three associated 500-gallon precast concrete fuel con-
tainment systems on 3227 Bolton Valley Access Rd. The property is in the Rural II, Resort Residential, Forest, 
and Conservation Districts (Tax Map #7-3003227).

2022-53-DRB; Applicant & Property Owner: Mathew and Katelin Morrissette. Seeking site plan approval 
and a setback waiver to install a second curb cut and construct a ~864 square foot garage on 193 Wentworth 
Rd. The property is in the Resort Residential District (Tax Map #4-9000193).

Current DRB members include Stephen Diglio (Chair), Adam Beaudry (Vice Chair), Rob Ricketson, John 
Devine, and Adam Miller. Spencer Nowak currently serves as an alternate. The DRB also received much 
appreciated staff  support this year from Planning & Zoning Administrator and DRB Clerk Jon Ignatowski.

Crates of  Cheer 2022!



Page 35

                                                             Town of Bolton Annual Report 2022

ECONOMIC RESOURCE COMMITTEE
The Economic Resource Committee (ERC) has con-
tinued its work to track the broadband efforts in the 
Town of  Bolton. Our 3 members meet on a quarter-
ly basis and we are always seeking new members. Deb 
Shelby has continued to share her valuable expertise 
and time as a caring and passionate community mem-
ber – and for that we are grateful! The ERC liaises with 
the Vermont Community Broadband Board (VCBB), 
state representation, Waitsfield Champlain Valley Tele-
com (WCVT), and other service providers to advocate 
for the expansion and completion of  bringing broad-
band to all town residents.

Several events marked the forward movement of  this 
effort in our town. In late May, a press conference 
was held in West Bolton by the VCBB and WCVT 
with Governor Phil Scott and U.S. Congressman Peter 
Welch in attendance, as well as staff  from U.S. Senator 
Patrick Leahy’s office, and other state agencies. The press conference highlighted Bolton as the first town to 
receive funds from the VCBB and celebrated the work that was underway to bring fiber to Bolton. Bolton has 
been showcased as a model for other towns to follow and the defining characteristic that sets Bolton apart is 
the grassroots effort by residents, like Deb Shelby, to survey and communicate need for broadband to state 
and federal entities while coordinating with town leadership and local service providers.

This fall, the VCBB announced that it was extending the time period for which funding could be utilized and 
it also expanded the amount it would be matching town contributions. With the updates to the town match 
program, the VCBB retroactively increased the amount of  matching on pledges made prior to September 15, 
2022 during the initial phase of  the program to $200,000 per town. This increased the amount the VCBB 
was providing for WCVT to complete its build of  Bolton’s fiber from $58,081.89 to $200,000, an increase of  
$141,918.11.

WCVT originally intended to have all its sites in Bolton completed by 
the end of  2022. They have made great progress but have adjusted 
the timeline as their work contin- ues. Challenges to their progress 
included acquiring materials and labor to complete the work. De-
spite this, they remain commit- ted to upgrading all their sites in 
Bolton. WCVT has defined four areas that are still being addressed 
or remain on schedule for 2023: the Golf  Course Area, the Ski Way 
Area, RT2 North Area, and RT2 South Area. At this time WCVT 
has engineered, built and cutover the majority of  customers in the 
Golf  Course Area and RT2 North Area. Further, WCVT has com-
pleted the site surveys on the Ski Way Area and RT2 South and is 
currently in the process of  detailed engineering. Construction in these 
remaining two areas will begin as soon as the weather permits in 
2023, with most customer installa- tions occurring in the second quar-
ter of  the year. When completed, an additional 320 customers will 
have fiber in the Ski Way and RT2 South Areas. As of  December 
2022, WCVT has converted 135 locations to fiber and has another 25 that are either scheduled for installation 
or are in waiting for the customer call back to schedule installation. 

ERC members Allison Smith, Ernest Levesque & Tammy 
McGuriman

Celebrating Broadband in Bolton!
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Of  the few areas that are served by other providers, the ERC continues to track and advocate for those areas 
as well, one of  which is the Sharkeyville section of  Bolton. This area is serviced by Consolidated Communica-
tions and they have consistently communicated to the ERC that they have until 2027 to complete broadband 
builds in areas like Sharkeyville with the federal funds that they have received for this purpose. 

If  you would like to join this effort, please reach out to the ERC or attend an upcoming meeting to learn more.

Allison Smith 
Ernest Levesque 
Tammy McGuriman

Broadband comes to Bolton!
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ENERGY COMMITTEE
At their December 15, 2022, meeting, the Energy Committee voted 3-0 to recommend that the Select Board 
dissolve the Energy Committee due to lack of  recruits and capacity. At their December 20, 2022, meeting, the 
Select Board accepted the Energy Committee’s recommendation to dissolve the committee and voted 4-0 in 
favor of  doing so. 

Consequently, the Town of  Bolton no longer has an active Energy Committee but will continue to use the 
Energy Committee page on the town website to provide energy information and resources. 

Should there be community interest in re-instating the Energy Committee, community members can contact 
the Town Office to request an appointment with the Select Board to start that process. 

The former charge of  the Energy Committee was to support a range of  activities to decrease energy con-
sumption in Town, promote energy efficiency, and support the development of  renewable energy in the Town 
of  Bolton. including a focus on activities that lower energy bills for the Town, residents, and businesses of  
Bolton, and create jobs in Vermont. 

We want to recognize and thank the Energy Committee’s members; Juliette Juillerat, Lexie Haselton, Peter 
Schoen and former member and Chair Jeremy Knepper for their “energy,” and commitment in bringing en-
ergy resources to our residents and helping to inform and implement energy savings for the town since 2018. 

Thank you!

New Ballot Box
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LETTER FROM FIRE WARDEN
For burning permits, please contact me directly on my cell phone at 802-399-1412. 
Messages left at the fire station may not be checked or returned in time. A separate 
permit is needed for each burn. Any burning without a permit is subject to being 
put out by the fire department. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Gervia,  
Fire Warden

Fire Truck 2.
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The new Highway Department excavator.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT REPORT
The year 2022 has been year of  changes and differences. 

The first part of  the year was like most other years maintaining 
our town highways in winter conditions, which led to spring and 
the unfortunate mud that seemed more significant than most other 
years! 

Once the weather improved, we were able to accomplish some 
much-needed routine road maintenance work. We also completed 
a Better Roads grant funded project on the Bolton Valley Access 
Road which consisted of  cleaning ditches, berms and the adding 
stone help to help address erosion issues and meet Municipal Road 
General Permit requirements. The work completed with this grant 
was just one step toward getting the Bolton Valley Access Road to 
the condition we would like to have it in the future. 

This year we have also purchased new equipment which we an-
ticipate will help with our road condition’s forward progress; a 
new 140 Cat Grader, and a new 31o Cat Mini Hydraulic Excava-
tor. These new pieces of  equipment will improve our abilities in 
performing road maintenance tasks and reduce down time due to 
equipment break downs. 

In early spring/summer, two Highway Department employees resigned, which unfortunately led to the High-
way Department not being able to “run on all cylinders” due to the lack of  staff. Eric Andrews did outstand-
ing job making sure daily tasks and projects were completed with the odds stacked against him.

Coming into this winter season, there will be some new faces in the trucks keeping our roads open at all the 
different hours of  the day and night, so with that being said, please have some patience with us, please don’t 
crowd the plow, and please drive responsibly. Thank you.

I look forward to meeting many of  you folks in town, and I appreciate all the support.

Sincerely, 

Jacob Johnson 
Road Commissioner

Highway Deaprtment staff  members Jacob 
Johnson, Road Commissioner, Eric Andrews, 
Forman, Jim Kilpeck
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT
Bolton’s Planning Commission (PC) consists of  five 
volunteers appointed by the Select Board. Current 
members (in 2022) are Steve Barner (Chair), Kaelyn 
Modrak (vice-chair), Adam Beaudry, Evan DesLauri-
ers, and Merrick Gillies. The PC is grateful that Mer-
rick has stepped up to volunteer, as Kaelyn has an-
nounced that she will be stepping down at the end of  
2022. Assistant Town Clerk Carol Devlin continues 
to provide excellent support as clerk. The PC seeks 
at least one additional member, so if  you have an in-
terest in the town’s future, please let the Town Clerk 
know and we will get in touch with you.

Planning & Zoning Administrator Jon Ignatowski has 
provided exceptional service throughout his tenure at 
Bolton but has taken a new job with Central Vermont 
Regional Planning Commission. He is currently still 
supporting Bolton as interim ZA, and the town is 
working hard to find a qualified person for the per-
manent position. With the current job market this is 
proving to be quite difficult, and Jon cannot continue 
doing two jobs much longer, so the PC is considering 

its options, going forward. The Planning Commission and everyone involved with town government who 
have worked with Jon would like to thank him for his professionalism and the amazing talent and effort he has 
provided as Planning & Zoning Administrator. We were lucky to have him as long as we did.

The PC typically meets on the third Tuesday of  the month. As always, interested residents are invited to attend 
PC meetings and provide their feedback. Agendas and minutes are posted in a timely fashion on the Town’s 
website. The PC is responsible for drafting and amending the Bolton Town Plan and our zoning regulations 
(The Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations, or BLUDRs). It also participates in the regional plan-
ning process and engages in comprehensive planning. The PC is strictly a planning body with no authority 
over development projects and, as such, does not issue permits, or review specific proposals for development. 
These town functions fall under the jurisdiction of  the Development Review Board and Planning & Zoning 
Administrator. 

With significant assistance from Taylor Newton, working under a grant from the Chittenden County Regional 
Planning Commission and with some funding from the town, the PC completed another round of  updates 
to the Town Plan. There were several areas left unaddressed in the May 2021 Town Plan amendments, and 
this effort addressed these, with an additional focus of  incorporating the results of  the Bolton Valley Resort 
Master Plan project. The goal of  this latter effort has been to create a framework that will keep the town in-
formed of  the resort’s development goals, define the constraints under which these goals may be developed, 
and streamline the permitting process for development projects defined in an approved Resort Master Plan.

Concurrent to wrapping up the Town Plan amendments, the PC also worked to incorporate these changes 
into the Bolton Land Use Development Regulations (BLUDRs, a.k.a. zoning ordinance), which was also last 
updated in May of  2021. In addition to addressing these changes, amendments were proposed in response 
to unanticipated issues that have caused some otherwise straightforward permit applications to have to go 
through the Development Review Board for approval. The goal of  zoning is to provide the rules that force 
development to comply with the Town Plan, not to serve as a barrier to development. Bolton’s topography 
and development history can generate situations in which a strict reading of  the ordinance creates uninten-
tional obstacles. Some BLUDRs updates were intended to address these issues, such as where a parcel has a 

PC members Merrick Gillies, Kaelyn Modrak, Steve Barner, Clerk 
Carol Devlin; virtually Jon Ignatowski, staff, Evan DesLauriers
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small area that exceeds the steep slopes limitations, but avoiding this area in a development proposal would 
be difficult or impossible.

Several issues with the proposed BLUDRs amendments were raised in the public hearing, leading the PC to 
withdraw amendments related to the Resort Master Plan, trails, and steep slopes for additional review and 
to send on the rest to the Selectboard, where they were eventually approved. Since then, the PC has been 
working with Jon Ignatowski to address community input received at the public hearing. In the case of  trails, 
the proposed amendments had included new requirements that could create significant barriers to any new 
trail development. While some community members thought that limiting environmental impacts made these 
amendments valuable, others felt that some requirements could effectively halt all new trail development in 
the town, which was not the intent. Former PC member Deb Shelby has been organizing a new, ad hoc com-
mittee that intends to inventory existing trails and recreation in town; gather information on known wildlife 
habitat, wintering areas, and migration patterns; and develop a recreation plan for the town. This document 
will then be incorporated into the BLUDRs. The town has had significant issues with inadequate parking at a 
few existing trailheads, as well as visitor behavior at some natural resources, such as the Potholes, and we want 
to make sure that we do not allow new or expanded facilities that create similar problems. Bolton has wildlife 
migration corridors that have been identified by state wildlife management experts, and we need to ensure that 
recreation development does not create undue barriers for wildlife. 

The PC expects to complete the process of  incorporating public feedback related to the Resort Master Plan 
and steep slopes into the BLUDRs amendments and to have another public hearing in 2023, though we will 
wait for the Recreation Plan project to be completed before looking at amendments related to trails.

For more information about the PC, see the Bolton website at http://www.boltonvt.com, or contact the 
Town Office. 

Planning Commission Chair: Steve Barner 
Vice Chair: Kaelyn Modrak 
Members: Adam Beaudry, Evan DesLauriers, Merrick Gillies

Election Day volunteers Don and Ann Whitman
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ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
The Town of  Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations re-
quire a zoning permit for all building projects, boundary adjustments 
and land development.  Under the Regulations, land development 
is broadly defined as ‘the construction, reconstruction, conversion, 
structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of  any building or 
other structure, or of  any mining, excavation or landfill, and any 
change in the use of  any building or other structure, or land, or ex-
tension of  use of  land [117 VSA §4303(10)].’  

A zoning permit is required prior to the start of  excavation and con-
struction with almost every type of  building project. While most peo-
ple associate zoning permits with home construction, Bolton general-
ly requires a building permit for all structures, including sheds, pools, 
and decks. Additionally, zoning permits are required if  renovation 
work results in a change (larger or smaller) of  exterior dimensions. 

Bolton’s zoning regulations affect every property in the Town of  
Bolton, and they are concerned with more than just construction. For 
instance, our regulations require that a 50-foot vegetative buffer must 
be maintained along Joiner Brook, Duck Brook, Goose Pond Brook, 
Gleason Brook, Honey Hollow Stream, Preston Brook, Mill Brook, 
Pinneo Brook, and the South Branch of  Mill Brook. The regulations 
also require that all development on slopes between 15% - 25% re-
quire special review, while development on slopes greater than 25% 
is generally prohibited. Regulations like these have been instituted to 
protect Bolton’s natural resources in addition to ensuring the safety of  
all residents. 

If  you are planning on developing your property in any way, from 
patios to homes to everything in between, I encourage you to contact 
me for information and guidance. I can help you determine how the 
town’s regulations apply to your plans, which applications are needed, 
and the required fees. You can reach me by email at zoningbolton@
gmavt.net. (Note: Because this is a part-time position, please allow up 
to 3 business days to return your call, or respond to your email.)

Also, if  you received a zoning permit and have completed your proj-
ect, contact me to see if  you need a Certificate of  Occupancy (CO).  
In many cases, a CO is required to close out the zoning permit prior to 
the use or occupancy of  a primary residence or other insulated struc-
ture.  A missing (but needed) CO is considered a cloud on the title of  
a property, which may prevent you from closing on the sale of  your 
property down the road.  If  you’re unsure if  you (or a prior owner) 
obtained a CO on a prior zoning permit, I can look it up and confirm 
if  this is an issue for your property. 

Copies of  the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations and 
the town Zoning District Map are available online at our town website.  Zoning permit applications can be 
obtained at the town office, or downloaded from our website.
Respectfully submitted,
Jon Ignatowski
Planning & Zoning Administrator

Jon Ignatowski, Planning & Zoning 
Administrator

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

The Town of Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations require a zoning permit for all building 
projects, boundary adjustments and land development.  Under the Regulations, land development is 
broadly defined as ‘the construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or 
enlargement of any building or other structure, or of any mining, excavation or landfill, and any change 
in the use of any building or other structure, or land, or extension of use of land [117 VSA §4303(10)].’   
 
A zoning permit is required prior to the start of excavation and construction with almost every type of 
building project. While most people associate zoning permits with home construction, Bolton generally 
requires a building permit for all structures, including sheds, pools, and decks. Additionally, zoning 
permits are required if renovation work results in a change (larger or smaller) of exterior dimensions.  
 
Bolton’s zoning regulations affect every property in the 
Town of Bolton, and they are concerned with more than 
just construction. For instance, our regulations require 
that a 50-foot vegetative buffer must be maintained along 
Joiner Brook, Duck Brook, Goose Pond Brook, Gleason 
Brook, Honey Hollow Stream, Preston Brook, Mill Brook, 
Pinneo Brook, and the South Branch of Mill Brook. The 
regulations also require that all development on slopes 
between 15% - 25% require special review, while 
development on slopes greater than 25% is generally 
prohibited. Regulations like these have been instituted to 
protect Bolton’s natural resources in addition to ensuring 
the safety of all residents.  
 
If you are planning on developing your property in any 
way, from patios to homes to everything in between, I 
encourage you to contact me for information and 
guidance. I can help you determine how the town’s 
regulations apply to your plans, which applications are 
needed, and the required fees. You can reach me by email 
at zoningbolton@gmavt.net. (Note: Because this is a part-
time position, please allow up to 3 business days to return 
your call, or respond to your email.) 
 
Also, if you received a zoning permit and have completed 
your project, contact me to see if you need a Certificate of 
Occupancy (CO).  In many cases, a CO is required to close 
out the zoning permit prior to the use or occupancy of a 
primary residence or other insulated structure.  A missing (but needed) CO is considered a cloud on the 
title of a property, which may prevent you from closing on the sale of your property down the road.  If 
you’re unsure if you (or a prior owner) obtained a CO on a prior zoning permit, I can look it up and 
confirm if this is an issue for your property.  

2022 Zoning Permits – At a Glance 

Single-family dwellings 4 
Two-family dwellings 0 

Accessory dwellings 0 
Mobile home replacements 2 

Additions/Decks/Porches 4 
Accessory 

outbuildings/structures 6 

Exempt agricultural 
outbuildings 0 

Boundary-line adjustments 3 
Ponds 0 

 Conditional Use/ 
Change of Use 3 

Home Occupations 0 
Signs 0 

Commercial Structures 0 
Permit Revisions 0 

Renewals of permit 1 
Certificates of Occupancy 11 

Notices of Violation 1 
Zoning Certfications 21 

Applications referred to the 
Development Review Board 

9 
 

Subdivisions & Planned Unit 
Developments 2 

Subdivision & Site Plan 
Amendments 

0 
 

TOTAL PERMIT APPLICATIONS 61 
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SELECT BOARD
With this seemingly never-ending ordeal 
with COVID-19, the town continues to hold 
all board meetings, including those of  vari-
ous committees and commissions, as hybrid 
meetings to allow for broader community ac-
cess. Agendas with information to join the 
meeting for community input are posted on 
the town website, as well as at the Bolton 
Town Office, Simile School and the Bolton 
Fire Station.  

This year we again saw turnover on the Select 
Board with two resignations this past year. 
Rich Reid showed interest in serving our 
town and was appointed to fill one vacancy 
and most recently, Leah Scott expressed an 
interest and was appointed to fill the remain-
ing vacancy. Both will serve until Town Meet-
ing where they have the opportunity to run 
for re-election to fill the remaining years on their respective terms. 

Our Highway Department also saw some turnover this year. At this time we are happy to say we have three 
full time personnel on board. We want to welcome Jacob Johnson as our new Road Commissioner and Jim 
Kilpeck as a new Highway Technician as they join Eric Andrews, Highway Foreman, to round out the team. 

As this is the year of  change, we had one more department change as our Planning and Zoning Administrator, 
Jon Ignatowski, has moved on to a new adventure in planning with the Central Vermont Regional Planning 
Commission. Jon had stepped into the role as our interim administrator while we worked to fill the position. 
We now welcome Kelly Diglio to the position. 

The American Rescue Plan Act of  2021 established the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 
(CSLFRF, aka ARPA) which provides $350 billion to state and local governments across the nation for the 
response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Of  Vermont’s $1.25 billion share, over $200 mil-
lion (about $300 per Vermonter) was allocated to municipalities, and Bolton received $352,776.11. The Select 
Board has discretion over how to spend Bolton’s ARPA funds. Funds have currently been used to help con-
tinue the expansion of  broadband service in town, procure the digitization of  land records, purchase a new 
generator for the town office, and purchase new fire rescue tools. Much of  the remaining funds are further 
earmarked for energy efficiency projects on our town buildings. 

Some notable happenings throughout the last year: 

●	 The Friends of  Wheeler Field (FOWF) organization was able to secure the purchase of  Lot #7 and 
donated the property to the town. The FOWF and the Conservation Commission will be working on a prop-
erty management plan in the coming year. 

●	 The town has been working with FEMA to finalize the buyout of  a property that was deemed in dan-
ger due to a bank erosion. Rather than tear down the house, it was able to be removed from the dangerous site 
and moved to a new location to help secure housing for a local veteran. 

●	 With the increase in recreational opportunities in Bolton, the need for review of  different ordinances 
also increases. The Select Board is working with the Conservation Commission to review an ordinance and 

Select Board members Paula Gervia, Vice Chair, Andrew Pond, Lynda 
DesLAuriers, Chair, Rich Reid, Leah Scott
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management plan for the Sara Holbrook Property. 

●	 Most recently, the Select Board is in the process of  receiving a formal study of  our paved roads. We 
anticipate that this study will help guide decisions  on maintaining our road infrastructure, and we plan to 
provide for community engagement and seek the help of  our representatives as we navigate funding for our 
complicated road maintenance issues.

●	 A town wide reappraisal is in the works, using a statistical analysis approach. Please see the Assessor’s 
report for more information.

A special thanks to our town staff  for all their work, which repeatedly surpasses their daily duties. Town Clerk, 
Amy Grover and Assistant Town Clerk, Carol Devlin keep the town running effectively and efficiently with 
their calm and steady hands.

Thank you to all of  our volunteers and appointed personnel for their commitment to our town. If  you are in-
terested in serving the town in any capacity, please check out the town website, town Facebook page, or front 
porch forum for opportunities. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf  of  the Select Board, 

Lynda Deslauriers, Chair

Paula Gervia, Vice-Chair

Andrew Pond

Rich Reid

Leah Scott

Board of  Civil Authority members Brenda McKeown 
Chair, Paula Gervia, Vice Chair, Andrew Pond, Lynda 
DesLauriers, Rich Reid, Leah Scott, missing Steve Diglio 
and John Devine
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VITAL RECORDS
Between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022, the Town of  Bolton recorded seven births, three females 
and four males.

In the same period, seven Civil Marriages were performed.

Five deaths were recorded during the 2022 calendar year.

Summer Coffee Hour on the lawn.
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BOLTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
In 2022, the Fire Department responded to 188 calls. Calls responded to this year include:

Structure Fires - 5 Chimney Fires - 3 Brush Fires - 6
Vehicle Fires - 7 Smoke Investigations - 6 Fire Alarms - 15
Carbon Monoxide Alarms - 12 Power Line Obstructions - 8 Gas Leak - 1
Odor Investigations - 8 Rescue Assists - 14 Water/Climber Rescues - 2
Elevator Emergency - 1 Good Intent Call - 2 Vehicle Crashes - 98

* 66 responses (includes crashes or fires) on I89

In addition to serving our own community, the department also responds to mutual aid calls. This year we 
assisted Richmond, Huntington, Williston, Waterbury, Stowe, and Underhill/Jericho. We also added an au-
tomatic response with Richmond Fire, which means both departments respond simultaneously to any call in 
either town. 

This year Chief  Mike Gervia and Captain Matt Mead traveled to Nebraska to take delivery of  the new Fire 
Rescue Truck. It is used for every call and carries specialized equipment. 

The department was also able to utilize some of  the town’s ARPA funds to purchase new Jaws of  Life rescue 
tools. These tools are battery operated and are used to extricate people from cars. 

As in any emergency situation, please give all responders room to do their jobs. Emergencies happen at all 
hours of  the day or night, and across all weather conditions. There may be trucks, equipment or members in 
the roads or across parking areas. If  the roads are blocked, please wait for the signal to proceed. Responders 
need the space to do their job and clean up as easily as they can in all situations. 

The members meet and train weekly and will respond to all emergency calls. They spend hours each week pre-
paring and practicing techniques to use in any emergency. There are many different jobs done as firefighters. 
If  you are interested in joining, please stop by on Tuesday nights at the station. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Gervia,  
Fire Chief

Bolton Volunteer Fire Department
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OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC)

Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD)
Community Senior Center

Home Health & Hospice (HHH)
Legislative Report

Our Community Cares Camp (OCCC)
Richmond Rescue

Vermont Department of Health
Vermont League of Cities and Towns

Waterbury Senior Center

Thanks to Janet Metz and Doris Wheelock for all of  their hard work 
organizing Bolton's Senior Dinners!
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Always popular: CSC weekly coffee time at the Bolton 
fire station. The new CSC Community Garden proved popular for 

gathering and growing.

Seniors enjoy a game of  cribbage with instructor Rod 
Wheelock. Learning to strum and sing along with the CSC’s 

Ukes R Us group.

Easy walks and conversation took place even after the snow fell.
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Bolton's Senior Dinner attendees.
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SCHOOL SECTION

Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District Our Schools' Reports
Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District Budget Summary
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General Instructional Programs (PK‐12) 22,018,512        22,915,266        896,754              4.07%
Special Education Programs (PK‐12) 10,784,084        11,653,966        869,882              8.07%
Career and Technical Education 1,159,032          1,159,032          ‐                       0.00%
Co‐Curricular Activities 741,137              767,973              26,836                3.62%
Social Work, Guidance & Other Student Support Svcs. 1,658,563          1,733,712          75,149                4.53%
Health Services 579,226              607,140              27,914                4.82%
Curriculum Instruction & Professional Development 546,623              628,989              82,366                15.07%
Educational Media Services 2,355,409          2,498,822          143,413              6.09%
Board of Education, Legal & Negotiations 129,512              129,827              315                      0.24%
Superintendent's Office 792,593              828,275              35,682                4.50%
School Administration & Support Services 2,638,111          2,775,238          137,127              5.20%
Fiscal & Treasurer Services 722,582              727,539              4,957                  0.69%
Operations & Maintenance of Plant 4,374,157          4,596,893          222,736              5.09%
Transportation Services 2,539,647          2,772,813          233,166              9.18%
Capital Projects 325,000              325,000              ‐                       0.00%
Other Fiscal Services 182,000              325,000              143,000              78.57%
Debt Service 864,709              828,627              (36,082)               ‐4.17%

    Total Expenditures     52,410,895        55,274,112        2,863,215           5.46%

Education Spending Revenue 42,901,987        45,655,905 2,753,917.51     6.42%
Career & Technical Education Transfer 638,765              638,765 ‐                       0.00%
Small School Grant 42,632                42,632 ‐                       0.00%
Driver's Education 10,000                10,000 ‐                       0.00%
High School Completion 30,000                30,000 ‐                       0.00%
Tuition Income 80,000                90,000 10,000.00           12.50%
Interest Income 110,000              60,000 (50,000.00)         ‐45.45%
Transportation State Revenue 905,000              994,676 89,675.91           9.91%
Special Education State Revenue 5,937,511          6,312,135 374,624.00        6.31%
Other Income 80,000                90,000 10,000.00           12.50%
Prior Year Surplus/(Deficit) 1,675,000          1,350,000 (325,000.00)       ‐19.40%

                           Total Revenue      52,410,895        55,274,112        2,863,217           5.46%

Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District
Proposed Budget Summary

ESTIMATED REVENUE

DESCRIPTION
APPROVED 

FY23      
BUDGET

PROPOSED 
FY24    BUDGET $ CHANGE % CHANGE

EXPENDITURES
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