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From: London, Sarah [Sarah.London@vermont.gov] 

Sent: Monday, July 21, 2014 11:26 AM 

To: Reed, Frank; Dupre, Paul 

Subject: RE: Executive Order 

 

 
Thank you! 
 

From: Reed, Frank  

Sent: Monday, July 21, 2014 11:26 AM 
To: London, Sarah; Dupre, Paul 

Subject: RE: Executive Order 

 
Sarah, 
 
Unless you hear otherwise from the Commissioner, “yes” this executive order is obsolete.  The new 
hospital is the successor entity to the former VSH, so there is no longer a basis for designating the 
Springfield Corrections Unit for this function. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Frank 
 

From: London, Sarah  

Sent: Monday, July 21, 2014 11:21 AM 

To: Dupre, Paul; Reed, Frank 
Subject: Executive Order 

 
Commissioner and Deputy, I hope all is well.  If we have already discussed this, forgive me.  I just want to 
confirm that you/ DHM do not have concerns with revocation of the below executive order at this point 
– likely early this fall.  This is one of many executive orders I am looking at revoking as obsolete.  If you 
have any concerns, just let me know.  Otherwise, the plan would be to revoke it with approximately 46 
other orders, including many long-expired state of emergency orders.  (The Irene state of emergency 
order has already been revoked.)  Thanks very much for your thoughts, 
Sarah 
 
State Hospital Order: 
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=03APPENDIX&Chapter=018&Section=00021 
 
 

§ EO18-21. (No. 12-11) [Designation of VSH at Springfield, Vermont 

WHEREAS, on August 27, 2011 I, Peter Shumlin, declared a State of Emergency within the 

State of Vermont pursuant to 20 V.S.A. §9 in anticipation of the imminent likelihood of 

widespread damage from Hurricane Irene and related storms;  

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=03APPENDIX&Chapter=018&Section=00021
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WHEREAS, on August 28 and August 29, 2011, the State of Vermont experienced 

widespread damage from heavy rains and flooding resulting in loss of power and extensive 

damage in the Town of Waterbury and the Vermont State Office Complex, including the 

Vermont State Hospital;  

WHEREAS, beginning August 29, 2011, patients at the Vermont State Hospital were 

evacuated from the Vermont State Hospital to protect the safety and security of the patients and 

staff and placed in designated hospitals in Vermont, with designated community mental health 

agencies in Vermont, and in the building known as C Unit (Charlie) of the Southern State 

Correctional Facility in Springfield, Vermont;  

WHEREAS, subsequent inspections of the Waterbury Complex and the Vermont State 

Hospital revealed substantial damage and need for construction and repair that may take months 

to complete;  

WHEREAS, there is an immediate need to supplement the capacity now available at 

Vermont's designated hospitals and designated community mental health agencies until 

additional arrangements can be made for patients requiring the level of care and treatment 

provided by the Vermont State Hospital;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Peter Shumlin, pursuant to the authority vested in me by the 

Vermont Constitution, section 20, and the emergency powers vested in me by Title 20, sections 

8-11, do hereby order and designate the area of the Southern State Correctional Facility 

(hereinafter the Facility) at Springfield, Vermont known as C Unit (Charlie) as the interim 

location of the Vermont State Hospital. I hereby transfer control and supervision of that unit to 

the Commissioner of the Vermont Department of Mental Health who shall be solely responsible 

for the property, affairs, and operation of that unit. The Commissioner shall provide medical and 

other personnel necessary to provide inpatient care and treatment of those individuals 

hospitalized there with her approval and under her care and custody and supervise the care and 

treatment of said patients in the same manner and under the same authority, powers and duties 

provided her under the provisions of Title 18, chapter 177 and all other relevant provisions of 

law. The Commissioner of Mental Health shall, however, operate the unit subject to the Facility 

guidelines set forth in Policy #408 (Contraband Classification and Disposition), Policy #416 

(Control of Tools and Equipment) and Directive #414.03 (Emergency Preparedness). The 

Commissioner of Mental Health shall request variances from these policies as soon as 

practicable and as appropriate to the operation of the unit and approval of the requests shall be 

granted by the Commissioner of the Vermont Department of Corrections unless to do so would 

compromise the safety and security of the Facility as determined by the Commissioner of the 

Vermont Department of Corrections. The Commissioner of Mental Health shall, in consultation 

with the Commissioners of the Department of Health, the Department of Aging and Independent 

Living, and any other agencies and departments of the State as necessary, act expeditiously to 

apply for and obtain a modification of its current license to operate a hospital or to obtain a 

temporary license or other permission to operate with appropriate and reasonable terms and 

conditions deemed proper and warranted by the circumstances. Any fees for such a license 

modification, temporary license, or permission shall be waived due to the emergency and the 

fees already remitted by the Vermont State Hospital.  
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The effective date of this order is retroactive to August 29, 2011, and this order shall remain 

in effect indefinitely until terminated by subsequent executive order. 

Dated September 20, 2011 

 
 
Sarah London 
Counsel to the Governor 
802-828-3333 
sarah.london@state.vt.us 
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