


Charles N. Tourville, known as “Junior”, was a true native of South Hero, having been born on the family
farm on November 8, 1930.

He was one of nine children and helped on the farm from an early age, feeding cows and pigs at the age of six.

In 1956 he bought the farm from his father and ran it as a dairy farm until 1966 when he sold the cows
because he was going to have to convert to a bulk tank system. This and other restrictions on dairy barns
caused many small farms to end milk production during this time.

Previous to selling his cows, he had worked part time when he needed to for Elsworth Patno, who was
Town Road Commissioner, so at Town Meeting he was nominated for that position and then voted in as
South Hero Road Commissioner.

During his time as commissioner the bad storm of 1972, with 42 inches of snow, crippled the islands
and Junior spent many hours trying to keep roads open with the grader. He was even called in by the
State Highway to plow out Route 2 and the Creamery Road in Grand Isle so the milk trucks could get
to the creamery, as the state grader had broken down. Finally, the National Guard was called out to
open the Sand Bar and several of the Island roads.

Junior enjoyed hunting, fishing and gardening. He got great pleasure from teaching his six children and
fifteen grandchildren sports and the knack of gardening.

In 1989 he retired from the Road Department and enjoyed his retirement until his death—October 22, 2017.

He is greatly missed by family and friends.

Charles N. “Junior” Tourville        November 8, 1930 — October 22, 2017

A fish to be proud of! The new town truck — 1983 Jasper Santor & Junior stoking a 3-barrel 
culvert thawing invention.
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