




In Remembrance 

Joseph F. Bruno, Jr. passed away on Friday, October 13, 2023, at the Helen 
Porter Rehabilitation Center in Middlebury, Vt. after a long illness. He was 
born June 25, 1956 to Joseph and Marjorie Bruno, Sr. He attended St. Mary's 
School, Hydeville School and Fair Haven Union High School. He married 
Lynn Sheldon on June 24, 1978. Joe owned Bruno Plumbing and Heating and 
was very active in the town of Castleton – serving on the Select Board, 
Planning Commission, and many other positions. He also served on the 
FHUHS School Board. He was an avid fisherman and hunter. He participated 
in many derbies and hunted in Maine & Ohio. He was also a motorcycle 
enthusiast. He enjoyed drag racing for C & D Chopper and attended the 
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. Joe enjoyed restoring vintage cars. Joe is 
remembered by many for his friendship and contributions to our community. 

Jonas Howard Rosenthal, 72 of Wells, died unexpectedly on Sunday 
October 2, 2022. Jonas relocated to Vermont in October of 1985 where he 
became the Poultney Town Manager. In 1986 he also became Poultney 
Village Manager until retiring in September 2016. He served the town and 
village of Poultney as: zoning administrator, dog wrangler, recreation director, 
traffic director, health officer & litter control officer. During his retirement he 
served the Town of Fair Haven as their Interim Town Manager and was 
currently serving the towns of Castleton & Pawlet as Zoning Administrator. 
Jonas served a 3-year term on the Vermont Community Development Board 
& was the President of the Board of Directors for the Young at Heart Senior 
Center. He was a past member of the Poultney Rotary Club, Poultney July 4th 
Committee, Poultney Downtown Revitalization Committee and Poultney 
Recreation Commission. Jonas was an accomplished grant writer securing 

funding for many community projects and was instrumental in saving & restoring the Stonebridge Inn in 
2005. The Poultney Public Library has dedicated The Rosenthal Room in his honor. Jonas was selected as 
the Poultney Area Chamber of Commerce Honorary Citizen of the Year in 2016. In 2018 the Vermont 
State House honored him with a resolution. He was also the recipient of the Frances B. Elwell Award for 
Municipal Management, Preservation Trust of Vermont Award, & the Vermont Downtown Program 
Green Mountain Award. Jonas dedicated his career to community improvement. We are grateful for his 
dedication & friendship. 

Honoree Fleming 1946-2023  
Submitted by Ron Powers. Fallen Majesty, William Butler Yeats 

Although crowds gathered once if she but showed her 
face, And even old men's eyes grew dim, this hand alone, 
Like some last courtier at a gypsy camping-place Babbling 
of fallen majesty, records what's gone. 

The lineaments, a heart that laughter has made sweet, 
These, these remain, but I record what's gone. A crowd       
Will gather, and not know it walks the very street       
Whereon a thing once walked that seemed a burning cloud. 
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IMPORTANT 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Municipal Offices (802) 468-5319 

Accounting x 206 
Treasurer x 205 
Administration Asst. x 202 
Assessor's Office x 209 
Health Officer  x 207 
Tax Dept. x 204 
Town Clerk  x 201 
Town Manager  x 203 
Zoning Administrator x 208 

Other Town Departments 
Castleton Free Library  468-5574 
Crystal Beach   273-2424 
Fire Department  468-5060 
Highway Garage  468-2459 
Police Department  468-2750 
Transfer Station   468-3005 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 468-5315 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR HOURS 

Tues & Thurs 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

TOWN CLERK'S HOURS 
               Monday – Tuesday - Thursday 
8:00AM to 12:30PM & 1:00PM to 4:30PM 
      Wednesday             Friday 
9:30AM to 4:30PM 8:00AM to 12:00PM 

TRANSFER STATION HOURS 
Winter /October 1st – April 30th 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday: 
8:00 A.M.-4:00P.M. 

Summer/ May 1st - September 30th  
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
Saturday: 8:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. 

LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday 3:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
Tuesday 2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 2:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
Thursday 3:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

         Friday        10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
   Saturday  10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Water is governed by Fire 
Districts 1 & 3 For 

questions & payments: 

Castleton Fire District #1 
P.O. Box 227, Castleton, VT 05735 

Phone: (802) 468-8900 

Castleton Fire District #3 
P.O. Box 306, Bomoseen, VT 05732 

Phone: (802) 278-8013 
castletonfiredistrict3@aim.com 

Population- 4,457 
Registered Voters 2839 

Area- 26,688 acres, 38 square miles 
Road Class: 

   I       1.096 miles 
    II 17.860 miles 
    III 36.110 miles 

IV     4.370 miles 
76.715 total road miles. 

59.946 maintained by town. 
Fiscal Year 2022/2023 Budget 

Town Budget = $3,552,352 
Sewer Budget = $726,027 

Mailing Address for Town Offices  
& Town Clerk:  

263 Rte. 30 N, Bomoseen VT 05732 
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Elected Officials 

TOWN CLERK 
Nedra Boutwell  3 years 2024    

CONSTABLE 
(1st) Silas Loomis 2 years 2025 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES (5) 
Joan E Brown 5 years 2028    
Patricia Schroeder 5 years 2024 
Patrick Keller  5 years 2025    
Nancy Mark  5 years 2026 
Vacant  5 years 2027 

TOWN MODERATOR 
Michael Finnegan 1 years 2024 

SLATE VALLEY MODIFIED UNIFIED 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Toni Lobdell 3 years 2024    
Tim Smith 3 years 2025 
Julie Finnegan 3 years 2026    

SELECTMEN (5) 
Joe Mark 3 years 2024    
Robert Spaulding 3 years 2025 
Mary Lee Harris 1 years 2024 
Richard Combs  3 years 2026 
Jim Leamy 1 years 2024 

TREASURER 
Nancy Trudo (retired) 3 years 2024 
Nedra Boutwell *interim 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (12) 2 years* 
*exp January 31, 2026 

Michael Bethel      
Yvonne DeLance          
Mary Beth Hadeka 
Jennifer Jones  
Toni Lobdell 
Laura Sargent  

Patricia A. Diercksen 
Gerard Ashton
Bonnie Hanley 
Deborah Rosmus 
Patricia Schroeder 
Lilian Sheren 
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TITLED POSITIONS 

Animal Control Officer 
Chris Forrest  

Assessor 
Mary Jo Teetor Employee 

Cemetery Over Viewers 
Kenneth Flowers 2024 
Raymond Ladd  2024 
Jon Pintello 2024 
Kevin Fenton  2024 

Development Review Board 
Patrick Keller  2024 
Michael Holden  2024 
Laura Sargent*  2025 
Heath Goyette  2026 
John Alexander  2025 
Yvonne DeLance 2025 

Fire Chief 
Heath Goyette 2024 

Forest Fire Warden 
Heath Goyette  2025 

Health Officers 
James P Leamy  2027 
Michael Jones  2026 

Librarian 
Mary Kearns Employee 
Sharon-Lovett Graf Employee 
Ariana Hausman Employee 

Planning Commission 
Frank Johnson       2024 
Elisabeth MacKay*   2024 
Jim Thomas               2024 
Mike Holden       2024 
Michael Scovner       2025 

Police Chief & Emergency Management 
Coordinator 
Peter Mantello   Employee 

RCSWD Representative 
Timothy Gilbert  2024 
James Leamy   2024 

Recreation Commission 
Martha Clifford*     2026 
Nancy Parker       2024 
Amanda Stockwell   2025 
Michael Hall  2026 
Matthew Ryan         2024 
Mary Droege  2024 

Road Commissioner 
Michael Jones  Employee 

Emergency Management Director 
Michael Jones  Employee 

Rutland Regional Planning Commission- 
Representative 
Elisabeth MacKay 2024 
Frank Johnson 2024 

Tax Collector 
Michael Jones Employee 

Town Manager 
Michael Jones  Employee 

Highway Foreman 
Jeff Davidson  Employee 

Regional Ambulance Service Representative 
Aleda Dutton   2025 

Transfer Station Supervisor 
Jacob Wilcox  Employee 

Tree Warden 
Scott Welch 2024 

Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Jeff Jordan Employee 
Russ Hallett  Employee 

Zoning Administrator 
Karen Oakman  Employee 
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Meetings are hosted at 273 Route 30N in 
the Fire Department Community Room. 

Remote attendance is also available. 
Please see the posted agenda for specific 

meeting information. 

Select Board 
2nd & 4th Mondays of each month at 7:00 P.M. or 
as posted. 

Planning Commission 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 P.M. 
or as posted. 

Recreation Commission 
1st Tuesday of each month at 5:30 P.M. 

Development Review Board 
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. or 
as posted. 

Select Board Report 

The attached FY25 budget, approved by the 
Select Board and now presented to the voters, 
deserves explanation. 

Last year, in preparing the FY24 budget, the 
board made three decisions that decreased the 
overall budget’s “bottom line”: (1) the board 
used $104,500 of the Town’s allocated 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to pay 
for paving, thus lowering the normal paving 
budget by half; (2) it applied unassigned 
highway carryover totaling $105,172 to cover 
three other highway department needs (winter 
road sand, gravel crushing, and replacement of 
half the deteriorated overhead doors at the Town 
garage (the cost of replacing the remaining four 
doors is in the FY25 budget); and (3) it chose to 
put a separate article on the ballot to fund 
operating expenses for the former Castleton 
Village School. 

The one-time monies that permitted the first two 
of these decisions are no longer available for 
use; and given how strongly Town voters 
supported the CVS appropriation, the board 
decided that CVS expenditures should be added 
to the overall General Government Buildings 
budget. 

Had we included CVS operating costs in last 
year’s budget and not used one-time monies, the 
actual total difference between what it took to 
run the Town last year and what the select board 
is asking the citizens to allocate for next year is 
$233,582, a 5.83% increase. 

A few other comments: 

• Total salaries declined in the proposed
budget by $18,988.

• Employee benefits, an expense we have no
control over once contracts have been
negotiated, have gone up 13.9%.

• The cost of many critical supplies—lumber,
culverts, steel, etc.—increased dramatically
during the pandemic.

• Purchased services, too, e.g., lawn mowing
and vehicle repairs, have risen at rates
exceeding inflation.

• Technology costs have grown substantially
in the proposed budget, in part because we
found that we had fewer software licenses
than are required.

Town Manager’s Report 

I would like to thank the taxpayers/residents for 
their cooperation and support. Providing 
services to the residents of Castleton is a top 
priority for me and the departments that serve 
the community. This doesn’t always go my way 
and there are some hiccups along the way, but I 
do use mistakes as an opportunity to grow and 
become a better leader and manager. That said, 
to provide the services that residents expect, it is 
a team effort by department heads and 
employees to support the critical mission of 
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providing public safety, public works, recreation 
and learning, and a myriad of administrative 
services to the community. As most can attest to, 
the increase in goods and services can make 
budgeting a challenge, especially since the 
proposed budget needs to be accepted by the 
Selectboard in January of each year so it can be 
placed on the ballot for Town Meeting Day in 
March.  It can be a challenge to estimate or 
determine the costs of supplies and materials 
4-18 months in advance, especially with items
like home heating oil, gasoline, diesel, and
specialty items for public safety and public
works departments. It is a flawed system, but
we typically are pretty accurate, however, there
are occasions when we get it wrong.

The need for talented, dedicated, and 
conscientious employees exists for all 
professional organizations, and we are no 
exception. Attracting and retaining good 
employees can be a challenge. The Town has 
two unions (Police and DPW) which can present 
its own set of challenges when trying to 
negotiate with prospective employees. In some 
cases, the wages the Town is able to offer to a 
highly qualified prospect are below what may be 
considered a “fair wage”. This makes filling 
vacancies difficult in some situations. Having 
vacancies in a two-five employee department 
can lead to operational deficiencies when trying 
to provide critical services to the community. 
These deficiencies can be highly visible to 
residents when it comes to the condition of our 
roads, ditches, culverts, bridges, parks, and 
recreational facilities. I am the facilitator of  
negotiations between the Selectboard and the 
union. I remain hopeful that the end result of 
collective bargaining will allow me the 
resources needed to attract and retain good 
employees so critical services to the community 
are not interrupted or degraded. 

The Town anticipates a general fund budget 
surplus of approximately $227,000. The 
Selectboard must determine whether to ask the 
voters to obligate the funds for a specific 
purpose or let it remain in the General Fund of 
the Town where if undesignated, will be 
included as revenue when determining the tax 
rate in the next fiscal year. Since the cost of 
goods and services continues to increase, some  
doubling or tripling over the prior fiscal year, I 
anticipate a significant increase in the next 
proposed budget year (7/1/2024-
6/30/2025), which also includes employee 
wages and benefits. A general fund budget 
surplus can be used as revenue into the next 
fiscal year to help offset inevitable budget 
increases.  

The Town hired Karen Oakman as Zoning 
Administrator. It will take some time for Karen 
to become familiar and comfortable with the 
complexity of municipal zoning, so I ask permit 
applicants to be patient with the permit process 
as Karen grows into her new position. She is 
intelligent, conscientious, and dedicated to 
providing the best service possible to the 
community.   

Thanks to Bo Elliott Ramos who joined us as 
the first full-time Parks and Recreation 
Director. Bo brought enthusiasm to this role 
and worked collectively with the Recreation 
Commission to build sports & indoor 
programming at the former Castleton Village 
School before moving on. The town has since 
hired life-long resident John Alexander as Parks 
& Recreation Director. Be on the lookout for 
advertising as Rec continues to grow additional 
programming for our youth, adults, and seniors.

I would like to thank the Castleton Garden 
Club, Dr. (Ret) Peter Dierksen, and the 
Recreation Director for volunteering their 
personal time to help beautify the Town Office 
and the Park & Ride. The flowers they planted 
enhanced the aesthetics of these two locations, 
and are greatly appreciated.  
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Penta Corporation completed approximately 
80% of the $2.2M 20-Year upgrades at the 
Wastewater Treatment Facility by June 30, 
2023, with the remaining 20% scheduled for 
completion by October 2023. Based on the 
anticipated revenue and operating expenses, I 
recommended to the Board of Sewer 
Commissioners a modest rate increase of $15 
per equivalent unit per user.  

The Selectboard decided to consider three 
extensions of the wastewater collection system. 
The first extension will be on Crystal Heights. 
The two other potential extensions being 
considered are Depot Terrace and Creek Road, 
as far as Woodard’s Marine. Expanding water 
and wastewater service in the community is 
extremely expensive yet needed to foster 
economic development and growth. The best 
component to containing property taxes is to 
encourage economic growth and build the tax 
base. In most cases, businesses need reliable 
water, wastewater, Internet, and power. The 
Town is limited on potential growth locations 
where these services/utilities currently exist, so 
without expanding into areas where these 
services/utilities don’t exist but has growth 
potential, growth within our community will be 
stagnant. Low or no growth directly impacts 
what we all pay for taxes. Cutting the operating 
budget that provides for the critical services we 
all want in our community will do little to 
reduce the tax rate but would negatively impact 
the amount and quality of the services we all 
expect. Therefore, we have to be open to growth 
and invest in our own community to provide for 
a mechanism that would lower property taxes. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Michael A. Jones 

Town Manager 

Highway Department 

We have experienced some employee turnover 
during the fiscal year and I, am happy to be 
serving the Castleton Community as Highway 
Foreman. We have a talented & dedicated crew 
with decades of experience. 

In addition to the Highway Department's regular 
year-round maintenance, we cleaned culverts 
throughout the town notably a complex culvert 
replacement and stormwater project on Little 
Rutland Road. The FEMA project on Belgo Rd 
was finally able to be completed.   Several roads 
had ditches cleaned and touched up as well. Fall 
grading was not 100% completed due to the 
grader being out of commission for a few 
months, we plan on making grading a top 
priority in 2024. Paving continues to be a 
challenge as costs have risen and the weather 
was often uncooperative, however; we were able 
to have several roads and parking lots paved and 
lined.  The Town was awarded grants for 
projects on West Castleton and Griffin Rd, the 
latter has been started and will be completed 
early summer of 2024.  We are looking to 
address Stormwater through mapping and digital 
inventories to bring roads up to 
compliance.  Grant writing continues and is an 
important process to help fund Town road 
projects. 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeff Davidson, Foreman 

     Robert Ward Retired this year after 
24 years as our Town Mechanic. 

Congratulations Bob! 
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TOWN OF CASTLETON 

WARNING 

The legal voters of the Town of Castleton, in the County of Rutland, and the State of Vermont, are hereby warned to meet in person at 
the Herrick Auditorium, Vennont State University at Castleton or remotely via Zoom on Monday, March 4, 2024 at 6:30 pm for 

the infonnational Town Meeting; and on the first Tuesday in March, being March 5, 2024 at 8:00 am at the Town of Castleton Public 
Safety Building (aka the Castleton Fire Station) at 273 Rte. 30 Nin said Town to vote by Australian Ballot on Articles 1 through 45. 
Polls close at 7:00 pm on March 5, 2024. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

h ttps:/ /us02 web.zoom. us/j/87 660328556 

Meeting ID: 876 6032 8556 

Phone 929 205 6099 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED ON MARCH 5, 2024 BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT ARTICLES 1 - 45 

Article 1. To elect Officers for the following terms: two (2) Select Board members for 1 year; one (1) Select Board member for 3 
years, One (1) Library Trustee for 5 years; One (1) Library Trustee for 3 years remaining of a 5 year term; One (1) Town Moderator 
for 1 year; One (1) Town Clerk for 3 years; One (1) Treasurer for 3 years 

Article 2. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $29,406 for Legislating? 

Article 3. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $2,224 for Ordinances & Proceedings? 

Article 4. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$202,443 for Managing Municipalities? 

Article 5. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $12,929 for Conducting Elections? 

Article 6. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $47,071 for Collection, Custody & Disbursement of Funds? 

Article 7. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $121,787 for Accounting? 

Article 8. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$18,000 for Auditing? 

Article 9. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $40,725 for Tax Listing? 

Article 10. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $45,222 for Tax Collecting? 

Article 11. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $93,374 for Document Recording/Issue? 

Article 12. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $27,000 for Legal Services? 

Article 13. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $49,470 for Municipal Planning & Zoning? 

Article 14. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $2,650 for Community Development & Economic Revitalization? 

Article 15. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $264,575 for General Governn1ent Buildings? (Includes former CVS) 

Article 16. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $33,200 for General Government Equipment? 

Article 17. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $648,196 for the Police Department? 

Article 18. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $43,482 for Emergency Medical Services? (Includes Regional Ambulance Service, 
Inc. & RAS/Castleton First Responders) 

Article 19. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$262,807 for the Fire Department? 

Article 20. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $8,250 for Emergency Management? 

Article 21. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $1,433,382 for the Highway Department? 
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Article 22. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $24,750 for Town Lands? 

Article 23. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $5,000 for Historical Cemeteries? 

Article 24. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $31,000 for the Hillside Cemetery? 

Article 25. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$1,373 for Health Regulating & Inspecting? 

Article 26. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $6,329 for Animal Control? 

Article 27. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$20,745 for the Constable? 

Article 28. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $376,477 for the Transfer Station? 

Article 29. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$198,464 for Recreation? 

Article 30. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $14,200 for Memorial Day Decorations/July 4th Parade? 

Article 31. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $118,186 for Library Administration? 

Article 32. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of$1,884 for Prevention/Control of Forest Fires? 

Article 33. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $11,130 for Tree Warden? 

Article 34. Shall the Town appropriate the sum of $43,000 for Rutland County Tax? 

Article 35. Will the voters approve expenditures totaling $7,000 to cover the one-time costs of hosting a free-admission public "Ethan 
Allen in Castleton Day" 250th Anniversary Celebration in Castleton on May 9, 2025? 

Article 36. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $3,500 for the support of ARC - Rutland Area, determining that the 
program serves the residents of the Town with advocacy, resources, and community for citizens with developmental disabilities and 
their families? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 37. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $3,600 for administrative support of Castleton Cares, Inc., determining 
that the program serves the residents of the Town with emergency assistance to local people in need. (Not included in the budget) 

Article 38. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $25,000 for the support of Castleton Community Seniors, Inc., 
determining that the program serves residents of the Town with the operation of the Castleton Community Center (The Old 
Homestead)? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 39. Shall the Town of Castleton vote to raise, appropriate and expend the sum of$3,500 for the support of the partial funding 
of Marble Valley Regional Transit Districts (The Bus) public transit service to the residents of the Town? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 40. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $6,720 to support the Rutland Area Visiting Nurses & Hospice ($550 to 
support Rutland Area Hospice & $6,170 to support RA VNAH Home and Community Health Services)? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 41. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $4,088 for the support of Rutland Mental Health Services, determining 
that the program serves residents of the Town with counseling, substance abuse and emergency services? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 42. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $900 for the support of RSVP and the Volunteer Center, determining that 
the program serves residents of the Town with volunteering opportunities and community services? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 43. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $2,000 for the support of Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging, 
determining that the program serves residents of the Town with elder services? (Not included in the budget) 

Article 44. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $1,000 for the support of Vermont Association for the Blind & Visually 
Impaired, determining that the program serves residents of the Town with services to enable the blind and visually impaired to achieve 
and maintain independence? (Not included in the budget) 
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Article 45. Shall the Town deem necessary and appropriate $2,725 for the support ofBROC-Community Action in Southwestern 

Vern10nt, detern1ining that the program serves residents of the Town with weatherization, emergency food and small business 
development? (Not included in the budget) 

Approved by the Selectboard at Castleton, Vennont this 22nd day of January 2024: 

/1/ZL-4 
Richard A. Combs 

James P. Leamy Mary Lee 

Robert V. Spaulding 

SELECT BOARD 
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The Financial Statements of the Town of Castleton, Vermont for the year 
ended June 30, 2023 have been audited by RHR Smith & Company of 

Buxton, Maine.  The full report will be available for viewing on the Town’s 
website www.castletonvermont.org or at the Castleton Town Clerk’s Office. 

Treasurer’s Report Of Cash Balances 

As of 06/30/23 

Operating Account Checking $1,436,558.92 

Total Operating $1,436,558.92 

Cash on Hand/In Transit $500.00 

M & T Reserve $1,166,724.09 

TD Bank Reserve $836,844.51 

Total Reserve $2,003,568.60 

TD Bank ARPA Account $1,222,450.90 

Total ARPA $1,222,450.90 

Verified to Auditors Report 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy L Trudo 
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TAX & SEWER COLLECTION SUMMARY

CURRENT REAL & PERSONAL PROPERTY
Original Amount Billed 9,973,484.20$   
Adjustments:

Additions 959.90$  
Deletions (11,885.07)$  

Adjusted Total Amount to Collect 9,962,559.03$  

Collections (9,713,903.07)$  
Advance Payments (27,560.79)$  
Small Balance Adjustments (39.06)$  
NEMRC Adjustments 2,318.75$  
Total Outstanding Current Taxes as of 6/30/23 223,374.86$  

DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY
373,801.48$    

Adjustments:

Small Balance Adjustments
NEMRC Adjustments (829.89)$  
Abatements
Collections (246,666.47)$  
Total Outstanding Delinquent Taxes as of 6/30/23 126,305.12$  

349,679.98$  

CURRENT SEWER
Original Amount Billed 711,554.44$  
Adjustments:

Additions
Deletions

Adjusted Total Amount to Collect 711,554.44$  
Advance Payments (3,849.32)$  
Small Balance Adjustments (31.62)$  
NEMRC Adjustment (1,321.33)$  
Collections (668,028.57)$  

38,323.60$  

DELINQUENT SEWER
44,899.22$  

Adjustment:
Deletions (191.33)$  

Small Balance Adjustment
Collections (36,536.33)$  
Total Outstanding Delinquent Sewer as of 06/30/23 8,171.56$  

46,495.16$    

For Collection 07/01/22

TOTAL OUTSTANDING TAXES AS OF 06/30/23

Total Outstanding Current Sewer as of 06/30/23

For Collection 07/01/22

TOTAL OUTSTANDING SEWER AS OF 06/30/23
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Hey Castleton! In May 2023, we introduced a new platform to our online services called 

      has allowed us to better connect with our Castleton community by providing a place to engage more 
easily with various town departments.  From viewing & paying property taxes, purchasing permits, reserving a 

pavilion, joining recreation programs, submitting road issues, to completing zoning applications and more! 
You are able to interact from the comfort of… well… anywhere you choose that has internet! 

Wait! What if I don’t use a computer, tablet or smartphone?  
Don’t hit that panic button just yet. Our staff will continue to be available to assist you. Implementing this 

platform has helped reduce the wait time when completing a form is required, by offering an alternative solution 
to those who prefer digital processing.   

Hey311 Requests - Reporting of incidents through Hey311 will help us to provide swift resolution to your 
concerns. You will be able to take photos of reportable issues in town. Submissions will be pinned to a map 
and the resolution will be tracked so you can see the status of your inquiry and will receive an email when it 
has been resolved. Any emergencies should always be reported to 9-1-1. 

Licenses & Permits – Complete an application for a permit or register for a recreational program. We are 
adding more options in more departments so check back often. You can choose to pay online at the time of 
application or in person. Simply select your preferred method prior to submission. Payment information is 
encrypted and not stored.  

Payments  - Here you can view tax or sewer amounts due and make a payment online by debit or credit card 
or by check! You will need your parcel id (Not SPAN #) and the last name as shown on your tax bill. 
Convenience fees are associated with online payments and will always be shown prior to submitting your 
payment. Currently the rates are 2.9% plus 30 cents for cards and a cap of $5.00 for checks. 

Book a Venue – Schedule your fingerprinting appointment (not TSA appointments) or reserve a pavilion. 

Learn more by visiting our Online Services page on our website, 
castletonvermont.org 

or download the free HeyGov app from the app store. 
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TAX RATE CALCULATION 2023 - 2024
Total Town

Town School Total Total + Homestead
Homestead Non-residential Town + Homestead Town + Non-residential + Non-residential

Amount to be raised by taxes 2,401,721.19 2,985,641.62 5,126,153.73 5,387,362.81 7,527,874.92 10,513,516.54

Municipal & Education Grand List @ 07/12/23 5,007,604.04 2,041,743.57 2,954,385.18

Tax Rate = Amt to be raised by taxes
Grand List 0.47961 1.46230 1.73510

(rounded) 0.4796 1.4623 1.7351 1.9419 2.2147

Municipal & Education Grand List @ 07/12/23 5,007,604.04 2,041,743.57 2,954,385.18
x Tax Rate 0.4796 1.4623 1.7351 1.9419 2.2147
Total to be raised by taxes (rounded) 2,401,721.19 2,985,641.62 5,126,153.73 5,387,362.81 7,527,874.92 10,513,516.54

Variance (due to rounding) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Health Insurance Health Insurance

Employee Gross Paid by Town Employee Gross Paid by Town

ABBAS  SYED H. 66126.58 LEWIS  JOANNE L. 3905.75

ALLISON  NANCY M. 3555.63 LINK  BETHANY R. 432

BOUTWELL  NEDRA A. 43010.43 18571.44 LOOMIS  SILAS R. 4980

BRUNO  JAMES A. 8397 LOVETT-GRAFF  SHARON 26290

CARRARA  ISABELLA L. 230.52 MANTELLO  PETER J. 110855.58 26092.87

CHALMERS  EVAN D. 40703.77 19157.27 MARK  JOSEPH T. 1050

CLARK  BRENT W. 58372.49 8490.09 MCGANN  GAIL D. 3124.78

CLARK  CONWAY A. 1336.59 MCGRAW  KENNETH J. 11894

CLIFFORD  MARTHA J. 10653.04 MINER  MARIAH S. 3069

COMBS  MELANIE J. 59524.61 18571.44 MYLES  KENNETH S. 660

COMBS  RICHARD A. 1050 O'CONNOR  MICHAEL R. 1075

COUSINEAU  LOUISE M. 824.35 PARKER  KIRSTEN A. 2655

CUNNIFF  CHAYSE M. 263.55 RAYMOND  TANNER E. 2752.5

DAVIS  JILL M. 3041.59 REED  ISABEL R. 23365.5 5525.82

DENNO  RYAN R. 17874.07 REGAN  KATHERINE E. 276.78

DEREMER  NANCY E. 3043 RICE  JOSEPH C. 11761.73

DOTY  AUSTIN C. 579.92 ROSENTHAL  JONAS H. 6146.74

DUCHARME  KATRINA R. 10094.57 SARGENT  LAURA A. 240

ETTORI  CHRISTINE A. 46148.89 SAVAGE  EDWARD J. 14252.16

FABRICIUS  DAVID K. 15388.79 SEGUIN  SEAN M. 4919.4

FIORE  MARK J. 2789.7 SHUTTS  ROBERTA M. 200

FORREST  CHRISTOPHER 32647.14 6277.8 SMITH  MICHAEL J. 49504.41 9285.73

FOWLER  ABIGAIL R. 2445 SPAULDING  ROBERT V. 1050

GOYETTE  HEATH C. 54455.8 18571.43 STEVENS  SCOTT A. 1287.96

GREEN  MICHAEL C. 3194.58 STEWART  GRAHAM R. 5709.76

GRENIER  KYLEIGH H. 1203.74 STEWART  KAREN L. 42040.95 17921.4

HALLETT  RANDALL R. 43978.12 26178.73 STOLIKER  ERICA D. 360

HARRIS  MARY L. 1050 STROBRIDGE  ASHLEY M 60

HARVEY  ALLISON M. 4695 SZAREJKO  JUSTIN A. 93199.14 9285.72

HAUSMANN  ARIANA L. 8080 TEETOR  MARY JO 18347.65

HAYES  EDWARD C. 33743.79 9285.71 THAYER  LISA A. 1548.75

HUEBEL  NANCY L. 50 THOMAS  JAMES E. 2556.25

JONES  MICHAEL A. 88085.31 TRUDO  NANCY L. 12366.56

JORDAN  JEFF L. 46869.11 26092.87 WARD  ROBERT B. 50731.8 18571.44

KEARNS  MARY E. 41037.5 WASHBURN  PENNY L. 11174.65

KNAPP  BRYCE A. 612.5 WEBSTER  NATHAN C. 72496.56 8490.06

LAFRANCOIS  NANCY L. 250 WELCH  SCOTT T. 3131.89

LANFEAR  BECKY L. 4775 WILCOX  JACOB A. 1230

LARAMIE  CAROLINE M. 351.5 WILLIAMS  JANNETTE K 1966.25

LASANTE  MELINDA M. 300 WILLIAMS  DAVID B. 2920

LEAMY  JAMES P. 1700 WOOD  ERIN M. 2545.64

Totals- Employees Reported: 82 1370667.32 246369.82

Town of Castleton

Personnel Wage/ Health Insurance Summary

FY 2022-2023
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Transfer Station 

In the last year the Transfer Station has 
continued to strive to make your visit a pleasant 
experience. As the cost of goods and services 
goes up around us, our Transfer Station crew 
continues to help the public dispose of their 
waste in the most cost-effective way possible. 
The easiest way by far is to recycle as much as 
possible. We see a good number of items go into 
the garbage that could have gone elsewhere and 
saved space in bags. On the Rutland County 
Solid Waste District there is a comprehensive 
list of the dos and don’ts of Recycling. On 
average we generate about 20 tons of trash a 
week, through comprehensive recycling we 
could easily reduce that amount by up to 20%. 
As outside costs continue to rise the only way 
we can keep our prices down is by reduction of 
volume. So, recycle, recycle, recycle! 

Our Transfer Station provides a spot to dispose 
of your food waste for free in our compost bins. 
With VT act 148 in full effect, it is important 
that we separate our food scraps. Additionally, 
many electronics have been banned from 
landfills, we provide an area to dispose of 
electronic devices, be aware, some items have a 
small disposal charge. 

Many Transfer Stations in the state do not accept 
controlled items like tires and freon appliances, 
lucky enough we do! These items do have an 
associated cost, as we must pay to dispose of 
them as well. As a reminder refrigerators and 
freezers need to have doors removed, per state 
law. As always, we continue to offer collection 
for yard debris, tree waste and brush (under 6”), 
along with clean concrete.  

Green Up Day is coming on May 4th. 
Remember to leave your collected roadside litter 
on the side of the road, properly bagged so the 
town road crew can pick it up. A list of places 
you can acquire your Green Up bags will be 
provided. The Saturday following Green Up day 
will be our free day where you can drop off 
certain items for free. You can find the list of 

free disposable items on the Town of Castleton 
website.  

Through diligence and attention from both our 
Operators and our neighbors we can reduce our 
out flow of refuse and manage to keep our costs 
level where everything around us is rising. We 
ask that as a community we all continue to 
follow the rules and keep up good practices. We 
appreciate our customers and always look 
forward to seeing old and new friends and 
neighbors.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jacob Wilcox, Chief Operator 

Assessor Department 

An annual reminder to all residents: If you 
reside in the Town of Castleton as of April 1, 
please be sure to complete the HS-122 form 
when your Vermont income tax is filed. Many 
out of state preparers overlook or are not aware 
of this important piece of the VT individual tax 
return. The HS-122 is your homestead 
declaration for your principal dwelling. Also, 
include HI-144 (household income) as the 
partner form needed to determine your eligibility 
for income sensitivity payments. Go to the State 
of Vermont website at http://tax.vermont.gov for 
instructions and due dates. The Town receives 
this information directly from the State Tax 
Department. This annual filing will determine 
your homestead status as well as any State-
funded property tax offset for those who qualify. 

Our veterans should be sure to speak with your 
VA office about the criteria and application for 
eligibility for a special exemption. If you have 
questions about these applications, feel free to 
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call the office and we will do what we can to 
provide contact information or go to 
www.veterans.vermont.gov Eligibility must 
come from the VA directly to our office. 

We receive the determination of the CLA 
(common level of appraisal) as each year begins, 
and COD (common level of dispersion) for the 
upcoming tax year. These numbers are a result 
of yearly sales studies that consider the previous 
three years of data. The CLA is applied to the 
calculation that determines tax rates. As many 
know the change in the market the last few years 
has resulted in price/sales increases in Castleton. 
Our equalization study for 2023 resulted in the 
CLA of 70.02% and COD of 22.51%. It is 
currently the COD (common level of dispersion) 
above 20% that drives the mandatory reappraisal 
orders from the department of tax. The Town 
proactively contracted with Tyler Technologies 
to conduct a town wide reappraisal that is just 
completed by April 1, 2025. All property owners 
will be hearing from them over the next several 
months to obtain updates and information, 
schedule site visits and inspections of real 
property in the Town of Castleton. There will be 
more information to come in the coming months 
on this important review. 

General maintenance of entering property 
transfers, initializing site visits for permits open 
& new, inventory updating & maintaining the 
grand list are also constant. Property owners: 
Please feel free to contact this office for 
appointments. I make every effort to reach out to 
property owners & set appointments before 
visiting your property. If no one is home, a card 
with contact information will be left on the door 
handle. It is helpful to discuss with the 
homeowner any upgrades and interior changes 
that have been done before the abstract is filed. 
These processes can be helpful in keeping with 
the stability of the CLA & COD over time. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Town tax maps are available on line if you go to 
the assessor page of the town site. The annual 
spring map update is an opportunity to integrate 
any prior discrepancies. We encourage property 
owners to file mylar surveys with the Town 

Clerk to ensure accuracy in the maintenance of 
the town’s records. This is also critical for 
research purposes when property is transferring 
ownership. The spring update will occur with 
whatever information is on file by April 1, 2024. 
So please submit anything new before the end of 
March. 

The Assessor’s office is charged with gathering 
accurate information to be fair & equitable. 
Your participation in the process is critical to 
ensuring accuracy of the information used to 
determine fair market value. 

There is always a lot to do, I look forward to 
serving the Castleton community & encourage 
folks to call or visit if they have questions. I am 
happy to schedule appointments upon request. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
MaryJo Teetor, Assessor 

Fire Department 

2022-2023 was not a normal year for the Fire 
Department.  Early in the year we had a group of 
firefighters put in many hours to work on 
rewriting our vehicle replacement schedule as 
asked for by the town.  This group came up with 
timeline for replacing all of our major 
equipment.  This reduces our number of fire 
trucks and hopefully makes us more efficient in 
the long run.  Part of this included a group of 
fire fighters and the town manager traveling to 
Pennsylvania to look at a platform ladder truck 
with a pump and water on board.  We also 
brought a mechanic from Har-rod with us to 
help inspect vehicle. We now hope to have this 
truck in our station in early 2024! 

The other busy part of the year, unfortunately, 
was the call volume.  In town, we lost one home 
to fire, and, as everyone knows, our local 
hardware store Gilmores Home Center.  It was, 
and continues to be a staple of our community.  
We also helped with eight structure fires via 
mutual aid.   
We would also love to give thanks to our 
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Rutland County mutual aid group.  Without your 
help, these calls would not be possible. For those 
unaware, 9 fire departments and Rutland 
regional assisted with the Gilmore’s fire.  We 
had over 100 firefighters on scene, and only a 
couple of minor injuries  reported.  

On a good note, we are excited to have a lot of 
new faces join the department.  That being said, 
our volunteer numbers are up, but we are always 
looking for new members.  If interested, stop by 
the firehouse any Wednesday night around six.  
We can answer any questions you may have so 
you can grab an application.  You could also 
give me a call at 802 342-0167 and I will 
happily return your call.  All are welcome!  
There is even a Junior program available for 
ages 16-18 to become involved. 

Thank you also to the Firefighter’s Association 
members for all of your support through the 
year.  Your generous support is very much 
appreciated. 

In closing, thank you to the entire community 
for your support over the years, and the men and 
women who give their time and energy 
selflessly.  We appreciate the support. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Heath Goyette, Castleton Fire Chief  

Police Department 

 As the 2022 - 2023 year closed on June 30th, 
2023 the Castleton Police Department 
experienced a year of expanded call responses, 
investigations, and community services for the 
residents.  We are blessed to receive continuing 
support from the Castleton residents, volunteers, 
and businesses for the equipment, tools, 
and resources to professionally conduct our 
law enforcement duties.  The Town of 
Castleton has a strong core volunteer group 
that assists the Police Department with 
food deliveries, providing food, gas cards, 
and other resources for the residents. 

The following statistical report reflects the past 
year administration from July 1st, 2022 to June 
30th, 2023.  Castleton Officers responded to 
7,501 service calls.  This year’s total exceeded 
the prior year’s by approximately 300 calls.  The 
increase in call volume can be attributed to the 
services requested from the community and 
increased criminal activity.   

Listed below are the summary totals of the of the 
call types: 

Calls for Service: 
Abandon Vehicle 2 
Accident-Fatality 0 
Accident-Personal Injury 9 
Accident-Property Damage 74 
Agency Assist  120 
Alarm (Residential/Business) 45 
Alcohol Offense 12 
Animal Problem Complaint 28 
Arson  1 
Assault Complaint 6 
Attempt to Locate 27 
ATV Complaint  1 
Background Check 9 
Boating Incident 2 
Burglary 5 
Child Abuse Investigation 1 
Citizen Assist  80 
Citizen Dispute  48 
Conditions of Release Violation 14 
Community Outreach  83 
Custodial Dispute  3 
Death Investigation 11 
Directed Patrols  1803 
Disorderly Conduct 5 
DLS-Criminal  2 
DUI-Alcohol/Drugs  12 
E911 Hang Up  20 
Embezzlement  1 
Family Fight/Domestic  68 
Fingerprints  403 
Fire Department Assist  25 
Fireworks Complaint  2 
Fish & Game Complaint 2 
Foot Patrol 326 
Found Property  12 
Fraud Complaint 16 
Intoxicated Person 9 
Juvenile Problem 22 
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Littering Complaint 3 
Medical Emergency  74 
Mental Health Emergency 11 
Missing Person  9 
Motorist Assist  46 
Motor Vehicle Complaint 76 
Noise Disturbance 35 
Overdose 5 
Parking Complaint 10 
Property Watch  
  (Residential/Business Check)  1918 
Public Speaking Event  14 
Recovered Stolen Property 1 
Restraining Order Violation 4 
Service of Abuse Prevention Order 16 
Sexual Assault  3 
Sex Offender Registry Check  24 
Stalking Complaint 1 
Suicide Attempt  2 
Suspicious Person/Circumstance  148 
Theft Complaint 47 
Theft-Automobile 4 
Threatening Complaint  9 
Traffic Hazard  40 
Traffic Stop  1450 
Trespassing Complaint  20 
Utility Problem  6 
Unsecure Premise 3 
Vandalism Complaint  9 
VIN Inspection 40 
Wanted Person 8 
Welfare Check 73 
TOTAL CALLS 7501 

Arrests: 
Accidents Duty to Stop  1 
Assault on Law Enforcement 3 
Assault (Simple/Aggravated) 6 
Attempting to Elude   2 
Burglary 1 
Conditions of Release Violation 13 
Contributing to Juvenile Delinquency 1 
Criminal No-License  5 
Criminal Threatening  4 
Disorderly Conduct 4 
Domestic Assault 5 
DUI-Alcohol/Drugs  23 
Driving License Suspended 2 
Embezzlement  1 
Fugitive from Justice  2 
Interference with access to 

  Emergency Services 1 
Negligent Operation 6 
Operating w/o Owners Consent 1 
Petit Larceny  3 
Prohibited from Possessing Firearms 1 
Possession of Stolen Property  1 
Resisting Arrest  1 
Restraining Order Violation 3 
Retail Theft  3 
Unlawful Mischief 2 
Unlawful Trespass 7 
Uttering Forged Instrument 1 
Wanted Person  6 
Total Arrests:  115 

Tickets: 
Animals at Large (Municipal) 6 
Defective Equipment 6 
Disorderly Conduct (Municipal)  4 
Driving on Roadways Laned for Traffic 9 
Electronic Device (Cell Phone) 3 
Failure to Use Child Restraint 7 
Failure to Yield to Emergency Vehicle  1 
Fictitious License 3 
Following Too Close  2 
Illumination Required   1 
Inspection Violation  45 
Insurance Violation 16 
Littering 2 
Misuse of Plates 2 
No License (Expired/Revoked) 10 
No Registration  21 
Noise in the Night (Municipal) 6 
Operating Suspended License- Civil 13 
Open Container (Municipal) 10 
Passing School Buses 1 
Passenger Restriction 1 
Possession of Marijuana  2 
Seat Belt Violation 4 
Speeding Violation 671 
Starting Parked Vehicle 2 
Stop Sign Violation 6 
Traffic Control Devices 4 
Underage Drinking/Possession Violation 

16 
Unreasonable & Imprudent Speed 6 

TOTAL TICKETS: 889 
TOTAL WRITTEN WARNINGS 771 
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There were a total of 115 arrests (an increase of 
23% from 2022) for Vermont State criminal 
violations and Castleton officers issued 889 
Vermont Civil Traffic Violations during the past 
year. 

The Department’s full-time employees include 
the following: Officer Justin Szarejko, Officer 
Ed Hayes, Officer Josh Piatek, and Officer 
“Naj” Abbas,  Part-time officers include:  
Officer Mark Fiore, Officer Scott Stevens, and 
Officer Katrina Williams.   The Castleton Police 
Department will continue to serve and perform 
in accordance with the laws and ordinances of 
the Town of Castleton, and the State of 
Vermont.  

We thank the Castleton Town Manager, Mike 
Jones and the Castleton Select Board for their 
support of the Police Department.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Chief Peter Mantello 

Fire Warden 

2022-2023 was a normal year here for the town 
as far as fire warden.  There were 131 fire 
permits issued, and only one forest fire which 
appeared to be caused by a vehicle and 
consumed only a small amount of land.  
I would also like to mention that the fire 
department received a grant for new lightweight 
wild land gear.  It was a 50% match from the 
state.  

In closing, I would like to say thank you to the 
firefighters who put their time and energy into 
the department, as well as to the amazing 
community which provides the wonderful 
support and resources needed to do our jobs.  
If you need a permit, or have any questions, 
please reach out to me at 802 353-0605.  In most 
cases, at least a 24-hour notice is needed for 
permit approval because I may need to assess 
the proposed burn.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Heath Goyette, Castleton Fire Warden  

Castleton Free Library 

Fiscal year 22-23 was another year of changes at 
the CFL. We broke ground on the Accessibility 
Project that will provide equal access to the 
library for all. The project includes an expanded 
and paved parking lot with lighting, a sidewalk 
connecting the parking lot to the rear entrance, 
an elevator connecting the ground floor to the 
main floor, and a new, fully accessible bathroom 
on the main floor. We were able to provide these 
improvements to the community through grants, 
donations, and fundraising.  

We continue to be open 28 hours a week 
providing books, DVDs, computer access, and 
more! Our “Library of Things” has expanded. 
Our newest addition is costumes! We now have 
over 40 costumes to lend for adults and children. 
Our total lending collection contains 22,465 
items. This does not include 31,705 online e-
books and audiobooks that we are able to offer 
through Libby (via our membership to the Green 
Mountain Library Consortium) and The Palace 
Project (with the Vermont Department of 
Libraries). We had 8,161 visits to the library this 
year and a total circulation of 12,490 items.  

Numerous programs for all ages were presented. 
Story hour continued Fridays at 10:30 for our 
littlest patrons. For older kids we had many 
special programs as well as the ongoing Lego 
Club, Dungeons and Dragons Club, and Chess 
Club. We continue to host two book discussion 
groups as well as provided book copies for the 
Castleton Community Center’s book group. Our 
second annual Ladybug Release Party was a 
success kicking off our Summer Reading 
Program. We had over 100 attendees for the 
“Tree of Remembrance” gathering and enjoyed 
collaborating with the Castleton Woman’s Club 
and the other members of the “Christmas in 
Castleton” team to make the holidays 
memorable. Working with The Bridge Initiative, 
the Town of Castleton and the Recreation 
Department, a great time was had by one and all 
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at the 4th of July Afterparty held on the library’s 
lawn. For the first time, we participated in the 
Vermont Fairy Tale Festival at the Sherburne 
Library in Killington along with 30 other 
Vermont libraries. We had over 300 visitors to 
our “Clever Tom and the Leprechaun” booth 
where we made crafts, were told jokes and 
enjoyed the day. The Castleton University 
International students continued their 
presentations sharing facts and photos of their 
home countries. With the help of the Vermont 
Department of Health we were able to distribute 
more than 1,700 free Covid tests to our 
community.  

Thank you to all the people who have given the 
gift of their time to the library this year:  The 
Friends of the Castleton Free Library and our 
dedicated weekly volunteers without whom the 
library would not function; Sue DeCarolis, Sally 
Grace, Normandie Keller, Mary Waite, Joan 
Eaton, Libby Laramie, Cindy Martin, Holly 
Hitchcock, and Joyce Thomas. Our Board of 
Trustees continue to go above and beyond to 
keep the library a vital resource for our 
community; Nancy Mark, Patricia Schroeder, 
Pam Arel, Joanie Brown, and Pat Keller. 

More thanks to the towns of Castleton and 
Hubbardton for their continued support. We’d 
especially like to thank Castleton for the gift of 
ARPA funds that will help to preserve and 
restore our beautiful old building. 

Everyone is welcome at the library. So please 
don’t hesitate to stop by or reach out to us with 
any questions or suggestions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kearns, Library Director 

Recreation Commission 

The Recreation Commission is, 
basically, a volunteer board charged with the 
development, management, and expansion 

of recreation opportunities for Castleton 
residents of all ages. It was commissioned in 
the early 1970’s with its own set of by-laws 
and has been providing recreational 
opportunities ever since. The Commission 
consists of 9 members. Commission 
members who run programs that organize 
and supervise activities receive a stipend, as 
does the Commission chair. 

Its upkeep and programming 
responsibilities cover two athletic fields for 
spring and fall youth athletic programs. 
During the winter months the former CVS 
building allows the Recreation Commission 
to offer indoor youth and adult 
programming. Also, the Commission is 
responsible for the upkeep, maintenance, 
and operation of Crystal Beach. 

Former CVS Utilization 
Rec has offered three sessions of adult 

pickleball a week which have proven to be very 
popular. In collaboration with the Castleton 
Senior Center, indoor walking was offered three 
mornings per week. Twice weekly Yoga classes 
were also held. Local soccer teams rented gym 
space for practice. CVS also provided essential 
indoor space for Castleton Youth Basketball 
program K-4 grade girls and boys. Evening adult 
pick-up basketball was offered during the 
winter. In addition to these programs CVS 
provides storage space for all rec. sports 
equipment; rooms for community groups to 
meet; meeting locations for Recreation 
Commission meetings and office space for the 
Recreation Director. In 2022 the gym was also 
utilized for the Castleton Christmas Market 
vendors and colaboration a between Recreation 
and the library provided July 4th celebration 
activities on the shared lawn. 

Preschool Programming 
With a variety of opportunities opening 

up due to the availability of the former CVS 
building Castleton Recreation has formed a 
partnership with Castleton Library’s preschool 
programming. Age appropriate activities were 
offered in the gym and the media room. This 
partnership allowed Castleton Recreation to 
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realize the full spectrum of preschool through 
adult recreation activities for Castleton residents. 

Crystal Beach 
Crystal Beach, the Town Jewel, is 

open to the public from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day, 10 am to 8 pm daily. 
The maintenance staff consists of one full-
time maintenance staff and four part-time 
maintenance staff. Half of the maintenance 
staff are scheduled two weeks prior to 
Memorial Day and two weeks after Labor 
Day to open and close the beach. The four 
gate personnel are scheduled from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. 

Swimming lessons were offered and 
well attended, again this season. Gail 
McGann, instructor, once again has done a 
phenomenal job developing and growing her 
program. She provides 12 different levels of 
lessons starting at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 
4:00 p.m. Her program accommodates non-
swimmers through experienced deep-water 
swimmers and Gail includes water safety 
instruction, as age appropriate. The 
swimmers are fortunate to learn under her 
direction. 

Sailing Camp, under the direction of Joe 
Mark and many committed volunteers, once 
again, taught area youth how to sail. The camp 
ran in two one week sessions depending on 
sailor’s skill level. The program was very well 
attended and the participants learned sailing 
skills that can be used throughout their lives. 
This has become a very popoular Recreation 
activity and fills up quickly. 

Summer Adventure Camp 
The Summer Adventure Camp has 

become the highly sought after activity for safe 
and fun summer programming for area youth. In 
the Summer of 2022, the Castleton Recreation 
Commission, again, sponsored a summer camp 
for Castleton and area youth. The camp ran five 
days a week for six weeks from the first week of 
July through the second week of August. 
Campers were based out of CVS two days and 
Crystal Beach for three days. This format 

allowed the campers to have access to 
swimming each day thanks to Vermont State 
University. A variety of summer fun activities 
were offered along with some field trip 
opportunities. In addition to daily swimming, a 
host of sports and games, arts and craft, and 
tennis at the University were provided campers. 

Youth Programming 

Castleton baseball program continues to be 
affiliated with Rutland County Little League 
(RCLL). Practices remained in Castleton and 
games were typically played on other fields. 
There were teams at each level, pre-K group, 1-2 
grade group. These teams are instructional in 
nature and the children play within the group. 
We fielded one 3-4 grade team and one 5-6 
grade team; we welcomed players from Benson 
and Orwell. The older teams will play in the 
Rutland Recreation Little League. Fall soccer 
was also offered for youth from K through grade 
4. Castleton youth basketball had teams from K
– grade 4. Each team practices several evenings
during the week and games are played twice per
week at the CVS building.

The Recreation Commission would like to 
extend a heartfelt thank you to our first full-time 
Castleton Recreation Director, Bo Elliot Ramos, 
who decided to move on at the end of Oct.  Bo’s 
energy and commitment were inspiring. They 
worked dilligently on designing and 
implementing new recreational opportunities for 
all ages. Bo’s organizational skills helped create 
a guide to managing year-long programming, 
leaving Castleton Recreation a stronger and 
more well-rounded program. We wish them 
success in their future adventures. 

The Recreation Commission would also like to 
THANK the voters of the Town of Castleton 
who believe that recreation is a vital part of a 
safe, healthy and thriving community and have 
supported us throughout this year. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Martha Francis-Clifford  

  Castleton Recreation Commission, Chairperson  
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First Responders 

The Regional Ambulance-Castleton First 
Responders are comprised of local volunteer 
residents, Castleton Police Officers and Castleton 
University Students, who provide prehospital 
emergency medical treatment to patients, before 
transport to the hospital. During Fiscal Year 
2022-2023, Castleton First Responders were 
dispatched to 540 emergency calls in Castleton, 
which increased from 466 calls the prior year. 
Regional Ambulance Service continues to 
provide an excellent advanced service to 
Castleton residents and now have a substation 
located in West Rutland, which will improve 
response times to Castleton. We would like to 
congratulate Walter Ducharme on his retirement 
(June 30th, 2023) after serving the residents of 
Castleton for 32 years and retired as the Field 
Chief. Officer Justin Szarejko of the Police 
Department was selected by Regional 
Ambulance to take over as the Field Chief 
following Walters retirement. In the coming year, 
our hopes are to recruit more members to meet 
the need of the increasing call volume as well as 
seek grant funding for new and improved 
equipment to best serve our community. I would 
like to thank our team of Volunteers and 
Castleton Police Officers for their dedication to 
serving the Town of Castleton and providing 
excellent patient care to our residents in their time 
of need. I would also like to thank the Castleton 
Fire Department for their assistance on our calls, 
it is greatly appreciated. If you are looking for a 
way to serve your community and would like 
more information about the Castleton First 
Responders, please contact Justin Szarejko at 
Justin.Szarejko@vermont.gov.  

Member Roster: 
Justin Szarejko, Field Chief (Police/EMT) 
Edward Hayes, (Police/EMT) 
Scott Stevens, (Police/EMT) 
Tyler Duczeminski (EMT) 
Grant Thurston (EMT) 
Robert Sterling (EMT) 

Lori Delance (EMT) 
Justin LaFond (Paramedic) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Justin Szarejko, Field Chief 

Wastewater 
Treatment Facility 

The 20-year upgrade project has begun. This is a 
huge undertaking! We continue to maintain & 
trouble shoot pump stations. We are working 
hard to upgrade parts, pumps and keep the lines 
clear. Please be mindful of what goes down your 
pipes.  The biggest culprits we see are rags & 
grease. The Sucker Brook Pump Station has 
required a lot of attention, and a new generator 
was installed onsite to help bridge any power 
gaps related to weather. With the increase in 
rainfall these pumps are working harder than 
ever during storms. We understand the 
frustration when a problem occurs and request 
your patience & understanding as we work to 
keep 60 residential and all main pump stations in 
good working order. Adhering to these rules will 
reduce negative impacts to the environment 
while cutting costs at the treatment plant, and 
reduce emergency calls for backed up pipes.  

The staff at the Wastewater Treatment Facility 
extends an invitation to any interested parties to 
tour the facility. Please call 468-5315 for an 
appointment so that we may accommodate your 
visit. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
      Russ Hallett, Chief Operator 

24 Hour Emergency Number (802) 773-5549 
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Animal Control 

Please keep your dog up to date with rabies 
shots & register him/her annually with the Town 
Clerk. It is difficult to identify the owner of an 
unregistered dog in the event of an emergency.  
Please be a responsible pet owner & a good 
neighbor. To contact Animal Control: (802) 342-
2933. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Chris Forrest, Animal Control Officer 

Castleton Cemetery 
Association 

Our season at the Hillside Cemetery started with 
a large amount of downed trees from winter 
storms.  Kevin Eagan and his crew came to our 
rescue by cleaning up the debris.  We attempted 
to collect reimbursement from the VLCT/Town 
insurance company for the work but they denied 
our claim.  We in turn appealed the denial and 
our claim was denied again. 
With unusual weather conditions this year, 
Sexton Mike Eagan and our employees, Reggie 
Beayon and Matt Fisher, performed remarkably 
in keeping our cemetery grounds in excellent 
condition.    We have received many 
compliments in return for their hard work.  
Under the supervision of Nancy Trudo, the 
Wreaths Across America Project to honor our 
veterans was well attended.  
Our appreciation goes out to Mary and Tom 
Kearns for the restoration work of the West 
Section working map.  They restored the map 
compiled by Florence and John Reil.  With the 
generous donation from the Castleton Lions 
Club the map now proudly hangs in the 
Castleton Town Clerk’s office.  We give thanks 
to our Secretary MaryAnn Jakubowski for 
continuing her work on updating the lot owners 
and burial records. After she completed the West 
Section work, a book of lot owners in numerical 
order was created for each section. The book 
includes names and service of veteran’s who are 
buried in our cemetery.  A copy was presented 
to our local American Legion.  
New cedar signposts, section markers, and solar 
post caps were installed which identify the 
location of each section of the cemetery.  The 
work was a combined effort of trustees, an 
employee, volunteers and friends with a 
generous donation of stone by the Hadeka Stone 
Corporation.          
Under the supervision of Trustee John 
Pellegrino, our Tool Shed is being repainted.   
After the pressure washing to remove the 
peeling paint by Raymond Ladd, the shed got a 
primer coat of paint.  Again, trustees along with 
employee Reggie Beayon stepped up to help.  
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The final coat of paint will be applied in the 
spring time.  
During January to access entrance to our 
cemetery, a large vehicle broke through the rear 
entrance gate.  By the expertise of local welder 
Terry Morse, we now have a new and stronger 
gate to protect our grounds. 
We take this opportunity to thank Ron Sweeney 
for his dedication in serving as a trustee and 
welcome our new member, James Roberts, who 
replaces him.  We also thank the town voters for 
their support.  The board members listed below 
have invested countless hours attending 
meetings for the purpose of caring for the future 
of the cemetery.  It is a privilege to serve as their 
President. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John D. Burke, President                                                                                 

Trustees:                                                                            
John Pellegrino, 1st Vice President  
Silas Loomis, 2nd Vice President                                                                                  
MaryAnn Jakubowski, Secretary                                                                              
Phyllis Blanchard, Treasurer  
Michael Eagan, Sexton 
Aleda Dutton 
Richard Hall, Jr. 
Lois Ladd 
Joan Lord 
Julie Marcy 
James Roberts 
Non-Voting Team Members 
Jeanne Eagan 
Raymond Ladd 

Zoning 

The Zoning Administrator (ZA) received 44 
permit applications during the past fiscal year. 
This represents a decrease of 16 applications 
compared to FY 2021-22. The number of single-
family dwellings increased by 8 from the 
previous year.  

This year the Development Review Board 
(DRB) met 14 times to review 9 permit 
application requests. Many of these applications 
involved either an Appeal of the Zoning 
Administrator’s decision, Site Plan Review and 

Conditional Use Permits for non-conforming 
parcels. (Meaning that they did not meet the 
minimum lot size required in the Zoning 
District).  

In summary, the type of permit applications 
received were: 

I. Single Family Residential (includes removal
& replacement and/or construction of a new
single- family residence)  11

II. Renovations & additions to existing buildings
(Mostly residential use; includes decks &
porches)    11

III. Replacement and /or construction of
accessory structures  (Sheds, garages, and other
structures over 120 sq. ft.)  17

IV. Change of use: (single to multi-family and
commercial)      2
V. Miscellaneous Permits

  1 
VI. Subdivision/Simple Parcel/Lot Line
Adjustment   2 

VII. Agricultural Buildings (to qualified
farmers)   0 

VIII. Municipal/School/Public Utilities/State
Activities      0

IX. Permits withdrawn or denied   0 

Total Permits 2022-2023 44 

 Zoning Administrator Office Hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon from 1:00-4:00 
PM & by appointment. Please call Karen 
Oakman at (802) 468-5319 x 208 or email
zoning@castletonvt.org.

Respectfully Submitted, 
 Karen Oakman, Zoning Administrator  
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Planning Commission 

The Planning Commission carries on a 
continuous review of the zoning ordinances, 
initiates proposals for amendments as required, 
and receives and evaluates proposals for 
amendments from others. The Commission 
serves as a guide and counsel to other agencies 
of Castleton's government in matters relating to 
the zoning ordinances. The Planning 
Commission is also responsible for reviewing 
and updating the Castleton Town Plan every five 
years.  

The Planning Commission meets the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm in the Fire 
Department Community Room.  

During July 2022 to June 2023 the Planning 
Commission spent meeting hours working on a 
revision to the town's zoning ordinance and 
Subdivision Regulations with edits to combine 
them into one document: The Unified 
Development Regulations. The new document 
will be complete later in 2023. We are thankful 
to Ed Bove from the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission who has been an enormous help to 
us with our ordinance document overhaul.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Your Planning Commission  

Town Clerk 

Looking to 2024, it is going to be a busy 
election year! Remember, absentee ballots must 
be requested by the voter for any election other 
than the November 5th General Election. Ballots 
may be obtained by written request (forms are 
available at the Town Clerk’s office or on our 
website), by calling to request a ballot, or log on 
to your voter page at mvp.vermont.gov. If your 
mailing address has changed, please update that 
information with us.  Also please remember this 

March 5th is the Presidential Primary, it is the 
ONE election every four years, where you will 
be asked which party ballot you wish to vote! 
August 13th is the Vermont Primary Election.  
Castleton votes at the Castleton Fire Department 
/ Public Safety Building at 273 Route 30 North 
and polls are open from 8am to 7pm on election 
day. 

The Town Clerk’s office is responsible for 
maintaining all land documents, vital records 
and town records as required by Vermont 
Statutes. Other varied duties include maintaining 
Vermont Property Transfer Tax Returns, filing 
survey maps, election duties and voter 
registration, Clerk of the Board of Civil 
Authority and Board of Abatement, marriage 
licenses, oaths and appointments, notary 
services, Green Mountain Passports, certified 
copies, land posting, hunting & fishing licenses, 
dog licenses, and DMV renewals.  

2,811 pages of Land Records were received and 
recorded by this office, July 1, 2022 – June 30, 
2023. Land records are $15.00 per page to 
record, set by State Statute and copies of land 
records may be purchased for $1.00 per page in 
the office or you can search online at 
https://i2h.uslandrecords.com/VT/Castleton/D/D
efault.aspx . 

Certified copies of Vital Records, Birth, Death, 
and Castleton marriages are available for 
$10.00.  These copies are issued on Vermont 
State-issued engraved, forgery-proof paper. 
Please note: 
people who request a certified copy of a birth or 
death certificate must present valid identification 
and complete a brief, standardized application. 
Castleton had 20 Births, 46 Deaths and 37 
Marriages recorded from July 1, 2022 through 
June 30, 2023.  

The Vermont State Department of Liquor has 
gone to a new online system for applying, 
approving, and issuing of all liquor and tobacco 
licenses.  This office issued the following Liquor 
Licenses for the 2023 licensing period: 

9 First Class Liquor Licenses (7 with 
Outside Consumption Permits) 

8 Second Class Liquor Licenses 
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Dog Licenses are required in Vermont to 
provide proof that your dog is vaccinated for 
rabies.  The license tag on your pet’s collar also 
helps to quickly identify the animal if it gets 
lost. 379 dog licenses have been issued in the 
2023 calendar year. Vermont law requires all 
dogs 6 months or older to be registered by April 
1 of each year. After April 1, there is a penalty 
fee in addition to the regular license fee. New 
licenses will be issued beginning January 2, 
2024. A current rabies certificate and proof of 
spaying or neutering, if appropriate, is needed. 
Fees are:  

On or before April 1, 2024:  
Spayed or Neutered Dogs            $13.00
Unspayed & Un-neutered Dogs   $17.00            
After April 1, 2024:
Spayed or Neutered Dogs   $15.00       
Uspayed & Un-neutered Dogs      $21.00 

We have a Rabies Clinic scheduled April 6th 
from 1pm to 3pm at the Castleton Fire Station, 
rabies shots will be $15.00 and the Hubbardton 
and Castleton Town Clerks will be there so you 
can license your dogs at the same time. I will 
not be charging the late fees until after this 
clinic. 

The Town Clerk can renew registrations for 
cars, trucks, trailers, motorcycles, snowmobiles, 
and motorboats. For us to process the renewal 
we must have the renewal form that the DMV 

mails to you and a check or money order made 
out to VT DMV. There is also a separate $3.00 
fee due to the Town Clerk. We cannot accept 
renewals that are more than 60 days old, except 
for snowmobiles. 

We also sell Vermont Hunting & Fishing 
Licenses for your convenience.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve the 
residents of Castleton, it has been my pleasure.   

Respectfully Submitted, 
Nedra Boutwell 

VITAL STATISTICS: BIRTHS, 
DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES  

JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2023 

*Due to the laws regarding adoption and
legitimization of children  

and the Town’s liability exposure, 
Births will no longer be published in the 

Town Report. 
Vermont still has an “open records” law, 
therefore, anyone is welcome to view the 
Birth Records at the Town Clerk’s Office 

during business hours. 
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Dates to Remember in 2024 

February 28 

March 4 

  March 5 

March 31 

April 1 

April 18 

April 6 

May 1 

May 4 

May 31 

June 1 

June 30 

July 4 

August 3 

August* 

August 13 

August 31 

September 30 

November 5 

November 30 

December 14 

December 31 

Due date for the 3rd quarter of the 2023/2024 property taxes 

Informational Town Meeting: Herrick Auditorium at Vermont State 

College Castleton 6:30PM Monday, March 4, 2024. A remote option 

for attendance is available. 

Primary Election & local Town & School District Offices, Budget vote 

8:00am – 7:00pm Castleton Fire Station at 273 VT Route 30 North 

Due date for the 3rd quarter of the 2023/2024 sewer service charge 

Last day to register dogs without a penalty. 

Homestead Declaration due. Visit www.myVTax.vermont.gov for more information. 

Rabies Clinic 1:00-3:00pm, Castleton Fire Station 

Last day for Office of Veteran’s Affairs to receive application for tax exemption due to 

their Veteran’s Exemption Eligibility Statement. 

Green Up Day 

Due date for the 4th quarter of the 2023/2024 property tax and sewer charges 

Castleton Village Farmer’s Market. Thursday’s from 3:30pm-6 *June to October 

Last day to pay property taxes or sewer charges by 4:00pm without any penalties. 

4th of July Parade & Fireworks 

Shrine Football Game at Castleton University – Parade (TBA) & Game to Follow 

Lion’s Club Auction on “The Green” (date to be determined) 

Castleton Women’s Club Colonial Day (date to be determined) 

Statewide Major Party Primary Election 8:00am – 7:00pm, Castleton 
Fire Station 

Due date of the 1st quarter of the 2023/2024 property taxes 

Due date of the 1st quarter of the 2023/2024 sewer service charge 

Vermont General Election 8:00am – 7:00pm, Castleton Fire Station 
Due date for the 2nd quarter of the 2023/2024 property taxes 

Village Holiday Celebration: Tree lighting, Winter Christmas Market, Fireworks & 
Parade. Wreaths Across America 

Due date for the 2nd quarter of the 2023/2024 sewer service charge 
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