~ VERMONT

State of Vermont ' Agency of Natural Resources
Department of Forests, Parks and Reereation

One National Life Drive, Davis 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3801 [tdd] 800-253-0191
www.vtipr.org

MEMORANDUM

To: Sarah London
Counsel to the Governor
From: Craig Whipple, Parks Director
Date: May 5, 2016
RE: Request for Governor’s Approval for Property Donation:

Muckross Property, 211 +/- acres in the Town of Springfield,
from The Louise Breason May oundation

This acquisition is a donation from the Louise Breason May Foundation (“Foundation™) of the
211 +/- acre property known as Muckross, located in the Town of Springfield, Vt. This property was
formerly owned by Edgar May and Louise Breason May. Edgar May is the late brother of Governor
Madeleine Kunin. Peter Kunin and Adam Kunin, the Governor’s sons, are the Executors of the
Estate of Edgar May. The purpose of the donation 1s to designate the Muckross Property as a new
State Park, managed by the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation (“Department™) and
available for outdoor public recreation. '

The Muckross Property includes a main residence building, a guest house, a garage, a reservoir, a
dam and associated powerhouse building for the hydroelectric system, a main access road, a bridge
and other associated small outbuildings. The Foundation also proposes to donate a total of $600,000
to the Vermont Parks Forever (“VPF”), approximately $85,000 of which has already been donated to.
VPE, to be used by the State for improvements to facilities and structures on the Property. and for
costs agsociated with the closing (survey, title review and environmental due diligence) and for
establishing outdoor recreation and education programs on the property. A right-of-way easement
providing access to the northern end of the property exists, but is being modified to exclude public
access, and provide for a log landing easement area. The ROW was also located on the ground and



surveyed. The Department had a survey prepared for the Muckross Property (costs to be reimbursed
by donation to VPF).

A Phase T Environmental Site Assessment Report was conducted which resulted in the discovery of
a small area containing hazardous waste. A Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Report was
completed and the hazardous waste was cleaned up and removed from the Property. The
Department applied and was approved for coverage under the state BRELLA program and the
Department had the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report updated to ensure qualification
for limited liability protection under the federal EPA Prospective Purchaser program.

Included with the Governor’s approval memo are maps of the property and surrounding area, the
survey of the property, the survey of the ROW easement and minutes from the Town of Springfield
Selectboard meeting held on September §, 2014 showing support of the Town for the acquisition.

If you have any questions regarding this acquisition, please contact me at 343-5318 or at
cralg. whipple@vermont.gov thank you.



State of Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation

One National Life Drive, Davis 2

Montpelier, VI o5620-3801 [tdd] 8co-253-0101
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Peter Shumiin, Governor

THROUGH: Deborah L. Markowitz, Secretary, Agency of Natural Resources ﬁ
FROM: Michael C. Snyder, Commissioner, Department of Forests, Parks and Recreatié’é{(i é
DATE: May 5, 2016

SUBJECT: Acquisition Approval — 21 1+/- acre Muckross Property, Springfield, Vefmont

Your approval is requested pursuant to Title 10, Chapter 83, Section 2606(a) of the Vermont Statutes
Annotated, for the acceptance of the fee acquisition referenced above. This acquisition was reviewed by
‘the Agency of Natural Resources Land Acquisition Review Committee on June 5, 2014 and subsequently
approved by the Agency Secretary.

Description

The Muckross Property is 2114/~ acres located in the Town of Springfield, and includes legal rights
of way to access the property from the south, which is the main access, and to the north for forest and
property management purposes. The Property includes a main residence buiiding, a guest house, a
garage, a reservoir, a dam and associated power house building for the hydro electric system, a
bridge and other small associated out buildings. The Louise Breason May Foundation will be
donating this property to the State. The Foundation also will be donating a total of approximately
$600,000 to Vermont Parks Forever to be used by the Department for the management of the
Property and the maintenance and improvement of buildings, structures and facilities on the
Property.

Ownership and Management

This parcel will be owned by the State of Vermont and managed by the Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation as a newly designated State Park managed and available for outdoor public recreation.

Budget and Funding

The property will come to the State of Vermont as a donation from the Louise Breason May Foundation and
approximately $600,000 will be donated to the Vermont Parks Forever foundation to be used for the management
of the Property and improvements to the infrastructure and facilities. .Approximately $85,000 has already been
donated to VPF. Associated closing costs are expected to be approximately $28,000 and will be paid with funds
from the funds donated to VPF. Any of the donated funds transferred to the Department in amounts over $15,000
will require approval of the Joint Fiscal Committee. A closing is planned for the end of May, 2016.



APPROVAL FOR LAND ACQUISITION

We, the undersigned, hereby approve the acquisition by the State of Vermont, Agency of Natural
Resources, Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, of a 211 +/- acre parcel, located in the Town of
Springfield, from the Louise Breason May Foundation. The parcel will be managed as a newly
designated State Park.

This approval is pursuant to 10 V.S.A. §2606 (a), for acceptance of the land acquisition
referenced above.

e

‘ By \ ,-, .

Date e Peter Shumlin, Governor
State of Vermont

541 AN S

Date Deborah L. Markowitz, Secretary
Agency of Natural Resources

/e
/ffﬁif’;{/?‘%:/w

fMichael C. Snydeng,/ Commissioner
Depariment of Forests, Parks and Recreation
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