
From: Miller, Elizabeth [Elizabeth.Miller@state.vt.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 5:35 PM 
To: Springer, Darren; Recchia, Chris 
Subject: Fwd: Solar Projects in North Springfield, VT 
Attachments: image002.jpg; ATT00001.htm; Net Metering and Close Proximity 1-20-15.pptx; 
ATT00002.htm; SWCRPC 45Day Notice Response.pdf; ATT00003.htm; SRDC Support Letter 10 20 14.pdf; 
ATT00004.htm; PBS Support WinStanley PDF 12 02 14.pdf; ATT00005.htm 
 

 
 
 
Elizabeth H. Miller 
802-522-3090, cell 
elizabeth.miller@state.vt.us 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Adam Winstanley <AWinstanley@winent.com> 
Date: January 20, 2015 at 11:22:29 PM EST 
To: "Elizabeth Miller (elizabeth.miller@state.vt.us)" <elizabeth.miller@state.vt.us> 
Cc: Peter Van Oot <pvanoot@drm.com>, Eric Nelson <Enelson@winent.com> 
Subject: RE: Solar Projects in North Springfield, VT 

HI Liz- 
  
Happy New Year! I have a matter that I would like to discuss with you and Governor 
Shumlin in the immediate future. After my Bio-Mass project failed last year (I lost $ 3 
million) I was told by the State of Vermont and the Community to develop some less 
intensive options, like solar.  We have been successful in developing one SPEED project 
in Brattleboro, VT and are studying the Vermont Net metering program to complete 
some additional projects on our land surrounding 36 Precision Drive (200 +/- 
acres/zoned Industrial).  We have broad based support from the Town of Springfield, 
SWCRPC, as well as SRDC support.  I have just learned from Commissioner Recchia that 
we will only be allowed to complete one solar project under the net metering program 
because of the close proximity issue, even though we have as many as 8 off-takers who 
would like to purchase our power. 
  
Before I embark on another expensive journey in Vermont I would like to get a read 
from the Governor on where he stands on this issue and if he would support multiple 
projects on my land? My understanding is that there is an exemption for landfills, and 
we might be able to pursue some type of exemption for industrial parks.  
  
Please review my enclosed information and let me know if the Governor would be 
available to discuss this matter further. 
  
Best Regards, 
Adam 
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Adam Winstanley 
Winstanley Enterprises LLC 
150 Baker Ave Ext.  Suite 303 
Concord, MA  01742 
978-287-5000 
Fax 978-287-5050 



 



awinstanley@winent.com 

www.winstanleyenterprises.com 

________________________________ 

  

The information contained in this communication and other day-to-day electronic 

correspondence is similar to ordinary telephone conversations and does not constitute a 

contract, a contract amendment, a contract offer or a contract acceptance.  Such information 

only reflects incomplete negotiations between the parties and is not legally binding on any 

party.  A binding, enforceable contract is only formed upon a written agreement manually 

signed by all parties expressly stating that said contract is binding.  This information may also 

be confidential and privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 

that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is 

strictly prohibited.   If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 

immediately by return e-mail or telephone and delete the original message and any copy of it 

from your computer system.  
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Winstanley Solar Development



Net Metering & Close Proximity

• THE LODGE AT OTTER CREEK DECISION

– 3-PRONG TEST

• SAME FUEL SOURCE - and
– SUN

• SAME INFRASTRUCTURE - and
– SINGLE ACCESS ROAD

• CLOSE PROXIMITY
– APPROXIMATELY 100’



Net Metering & Close Proximity
at Otter Creek



Net Metering & Close Proximity
at National Life

• 200 acres – same Owner.

• Same Offtakers (National Life).

• Multiple projects approved 0.4 miles apart.



North Springfield
EXISTING NET METERED PROJECTS IN 

“CLOSE PROXIMITY”

•THERE ARE 3 EXISTING NET METERED PROJECTS ALREADY 
APPROVED IN NORTH SPRINGFIELD IN “CLOSE PROXIMITY.”
•IVEK

•200 kW
•SOVEREN COMMUNITY SOLAR

•149.5 kW
•350’ to IVEK Property Line
•Approximately 450’ to IVEK panels

•BLACK RIVER PRODUCE
•175 kW
•Approximately 400’ to Property 
•Approximately 650’ to IVEK panels



WSD North Springfield
EXISTING NET METERED PROJECTS IN 

“CLOSE PROXIMITY”



WSD North Springfield
Comparison of Otter Creek and National Life

Otter Creek National Life WSD

Same Fuel
Source

Yes Yes Yes

Same 
Infrastructure

Yes No No – up to 5 
separate 
points of 
access

Proximity 100’ 2,000’ TBD

Same Owner Yes Yes Yes

Same Offtaker No Yes No



Other Considerations

• LESSONS LEARNED FROM BIOMASS
– Community preference for solar.

• Less traffic impact a major consideration.

• BENEFIT TO RATEPAYERS
– Fixed array projects are a net benefit to rate payers and the state.

• See p. 23 of the Evaluation of Net Metering in Vermont Conducted Pursuant to Act 99 of 2014.  Public Service 
Department.  October 1, 2014.

• CONTRIBUTIONS TO STATE’S AMBITIOUS RENEWABLE GOALS
• SUPPORTED BY THE TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

– See letter of support dated December 2, 2014.

• ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF SOLAR PROJECTS (mitigating aesthetic impact scattered 
throughout the state)
– See letter of support from the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission dated 

September 24, 2014.

• ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
– See letter of support from Springfield Regional Development Corp. dated October 17, 2014.
– Potential for increased revenues for host municipalities.
– Cost savings for offtakers



Net Metering – Identified 
Offtakers/Stakeholders

• Brattleboro Memorial Hospital

• Town of Springfield

• Town of Brattleboro

• Springfield Hospital

• Southwestern Vermont Medical Center

• GS Precision  

• New Chapter

• Hannaford Bros.

• Jeld-Wen



 







 





 





 


